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-

I 1-1 \D intended that \‘oluiiie TI’. should complete the
histor). of “Holston Alethodism” so far as I \vas concernetl : but matter continued t o coiiie 111 antl I continuetl to \\-rite until I hac1 tlie histor!. brought tlown to
the year 1897, when to my consternation I i r a s inforiiietl 11)-tlie publishers that what I had 11ritten would
make about a thousand pageh. I then consulted wit11
members of the committee and others antl irith 1:ishops
Hoss antl Tl‘aterhouse, and the result was a determination to niake tivo yolumes instead of one. It was
thought best to have the volumes of the hiqtory a s
nearly uniform in size as possible.
-4s this volume extends from 1844. to rQo, it passes
through the Civil II-ar and reconstruction periods. and
therefore deals xritli some sensational events. Eut
irhile I have n-ritten as a Southern man iritli Sotithern
prejudices. I have entlen.i.oret1 to lie fair ant1 as impartial as possible. Some ivill object to m y cantlid account
of the blunders of the Conference tlxriiig rile w x . ,?IF
reply is that as a n honest historian I could not cover
LIP these tliings. -4historian is, like a xitiless Linder
oath, bountl to tell the truth and the \\hole truth, for
“a half truth is a irliole lie.”
I haye been careful to lay stress upon relib’
WIOLIS esperience antl practice : and I have therefore told some
simple stories of briglit conversions, joyful occasions
of refresliings from the presence of the Lord. and
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triumphant tieathbed scenes to stirnulate the faith of
the Church and to bring her back, so far as possible,
to the warni, demonstrative religion of the fathers.
IT’hile wrijing these things my own soul has been
blessed, and I hope that many of my readers will have
a like esperiencc.
R. S.PRICE.
MOWISTOWS,TESS.,August 13, 1912.

ISTRODUCTION.

-

Is the scholastic year 184-47 I met the author of this
history. W e were then schoolboys in Emory and
Henry College (J-irginia) , both still in our teens, both
born and brought up in the country on the farm in
Methodist homes of the old family altar type-he in
Virginia and I in Tennessee. It-e both felt a call to
the ministry, but kept it a secret. We joined the same
literary society in college; and when our school work
ended, in June, 1850, we were licensed to preach, and
in October joined the Holston Conference together on
trial. Froin that day to this we have stood shoulder
to shoulder, elbows touching for sixty-two years as
members of the Conference. W e were both chaplains
in the Confederate army. Like birds of a feather, we
flocked together. With such antecedents, I need hardly
say that it gives me niuch pleasure to introduce and
commend this fourth volume of our Holston history.
Of this series of Holston histories, of which this is
the fourth, somewhat inay be said: For twenty and
more years we as a Conference had the question of a
Holston history under consideration from time to time.
Finally.we requested Dr. W. G. E. Cunnyngliani to
take the matter in hand. H e collected a good deal of
material. But the task of writing was not actually
undertaken until Dr. Price consented to give up all
other work and apply himself to it. I t has so happened
that I have been Chairman of the Publishing Committee through the many ups and downs consequent upon
(vii)

\ucil 311 untiertakiiig. 'The l,iimess of book-making
\\.ab ne\\- both to the author and to the Cominittee of

1~11111ic~ttion.
So we cautiousl? ventured to get out one
ioltune. hit iJr inis<. This volume proved satisfactory
t C J tlie preachers and to tlie Church. revealing the ver!.
>uperior qualification and adaptation of the gifted authur for such a work, and also the fact that a large
amount o i historical matter important to tlie present
and coming generations was bound up in Holston history and oiight to Be prem-ved. A i n dso we have kept
on, atltliq .i.oluine to volume, until u-e have reached
this :lie fourth iii the ieries.
Tlie..e x olumes have by conirnon consent iiicreasecl
in interest a d they haye approached our present time.
Having noted tlie contents and seen the proof sheets of
this om. I am quite sure it will surpass all the others
in general interest.
Some may criticize tis for not having condensed anrl
s!ncopated so as to get all in t\vo volumes. but lie who
i d 1 read the four volumes n-ill find it difficult to select an! thing ~vliiclicould be left out without mutilating the n-onderful story of our fathers and inothers and
their heroic work in the,e I-Iolston hills. Indeed, if
p i knew tlie liunclretls of interesting facts diicli h a w
come up from time to time clamoring for a place in
the record bnt h a w been rejected by the conservative
and careful author, you vould change your mind.
There is matter of thrilling interest still on hand wliich
by rights ought to appear in a fifth volume. And in
this volumc ought to appear as an appendix the appointment\ of the preachers from the organization of
the Conference in r 8 q to the present. This and

I s 'r IIUD G C T l O s .
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more modern matter in hand would make the fifth
volume the most popular and useful of the .series.
The Herculean task of Dr. Price in collecting the
facts and putting in good, concise, clear, and readable
English this series of our Holston history merits our
grateful appreciation. H e did the great work often
under severe bodily afflictions, as I know. Our prayer
is that He who has so marvelously sustained him thus
far may grant him health to finish it, and may there bc
light in the evening !
D.SULLIXS.
Cle~elaiitl,Teiin., .lugtist 30, 1912.
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CHAPTER I.

THE ORGXNIZ-4TION OF

THE bIETHODIST

CHURCH,SOUTH.

EPISCOPAL

IN Chapter XVIII. of Volume 111. I gave a brief
account of the immediate causes leading to the disruption of the Methodist Episcopal Church and of the
action of the General Conference in providing for a
peaceable separation of the Church into two independent jurisdictions. In Chapter XIX. I recorded the action of the Holston Conference on the question of separation, including an overture to the Conferences in
the nonslaveholding States for a convention of delegates from all the Conferences, North and South, to
meet in Louisville, Ky., for the purpose of devising
some plan of compromise. The bishops were requested
to lay this overture before all the Conferences. I am
not now prepared to say whether they did this or not,
but it is certain that the overture was not responded to
by the Northern Conferences. The Methodist ministers
and laymen of the Southern States, except along the
border, almost unanimously acquiesced in the separation. The interior charges scarcely felt the shock of
the disruption. District work, station work, circuit
work, class meetings, camp meetings, and revivals went
on as though nothing out of the ordinary had happened.
But in the Northern States there seems to have been
great dissatisfaction with the action of the General
Conference on the question of separation. Many abolitionists would have been glad if more drastic meas-
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ures had been adopted in the case of Bishop Andrew.
Eut there was in the Church a conservative element
which could not see in any law of the New Testament
or of the Uethodist Discipline a justification of the
summary action in his case; especially they could not
see the justice of virtually deposing this high functionary from his officeby mere resolution without due form
of trial-a privilege guaranteed by the restrictive rules
to every minister and member of the Church as an inalienable right. The abolition party could not see how
so righteous and necessary an act as a request to Bishop
Andrew to desist from the exercise of his oEce (which
request many of them construed in the light of a wtatz~ Q J T Z Z U ) until he should disconnect himself with slavery
could furnish a just cause for cutting the Church in
two. The Conservatives opposed the separation on directly opposite grounds. They did not approve of the
action of the Conference in the case of Andrew, and
objected to both the blunder and its consequences. The
principal argument against separation insisted on in
the Northern Conferences was that the General Conference had no constitutional authority to divide the
Church. The General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church of 1848 repudiated the Plan of Separation adopted in 1844,declaring it “null and void.”
I t s postulate on that question was as follows :
That there exists no power in the General Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church to pass any act which either
directly or indirectly effectuates, authorizes, or sanctions a
division of said Church; that it is the right of every member
to remain in said Church, unless guilty of a violation of its
rules; and there exists no power in the ministry, either indi-
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vidually o r collectively, t o deprive any member of said righta right inviolably secured by the Fifth Restrictive Article i n
the Discipline, which guarantees to members, ministers, and
preachers the right of trial and appeal: and any acts of the
Church otherwise separating them from the Church contravene
the constitutional rights and privileges of ministry and membership.

The declaration of the nullity of the Plan of Separation in this postulate was based upon two considerations : the lack of authority in the General Conference
to divide the Church and the violation by the Plan of
Separation of the Fifth Restrictive Rule. T o these
considerations were added the fact that the constitutional vote for thechange of the Sixth Restrictive Rule
had not been obtained and the allegation that Southern
preachers had violated the provisions of the plan relating to border charges. In regard to this last item
Bishop McTyeire says : ‘‘At an early day troubles along
the border became active; neither side was without
fault.”‘ But if the plan was unconstitutional and without binding force, as it was contended, what booted a
disregard of its provisions as to border societies?
It was contended, but without sufficient reason, that
an equitable division of the property of the Church
could not be effected constitutionally without ‘a change
in the Sixth Restrictive Rule, which read as follows :
They shall not appropriate the produce of the Book Concern
nor of the Chartered Fund to any purpose other than for the
benefit of traveling, supernumerary, superannuated, and wornout preachers, their wives, widows, and children.

The change proposed was the addition of the following clause: “and to such other purposes as may be
“‘History of Methodism,” p. 646.
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determined upon by the votes of two-thirds of the
members of the General Conference.” The requisite
three-fourths majority of all the preachers of the
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church present and voting was not secured for this change. The
result was : For concurrence-Northern
Conferences,
1,164; Southern Conferences, 971. Total, 2,135. For
nonconcurrence, 1,070. I n some Conferences the question was not voted on on its merits; but the proposition
to change the rule was negatived in order to prevent the
separation, whereas the question of separation had already been decided by the General Conference, and it
only asked for the removal by the Annual Conferences
of a supposed obstacle in the way of an equitable partition of the property of the Church. Fortunately for
the South, the Supreme Court of the United States,
which finally adjudicated the questions at issue, held
that the General Conference had authority to divide
the Church, and that a change in the Sixth Restrictive
Rule was not necessary to a division of the property.
But the General Conference of 1848, as the above
postulate shows, found in the Fifth Restrictive Rule
another insurmountable obstacle to separation en
masse. That rule secured inviolably to all members,
ministers, and preachers of the Church the right of
trial and appeal, and the Conference held that the separation of the Church into two jurisdictions violated
this article of the constitution. This argument was
also set aside by the opinion of the Supreme Court.
The history of the Church justified this opinion. I n
1820 the Methodist Episcopal Church transferred all
its societies and property in Lower Canada to the Brit-

ORGANIZATION O F T H E M. E. C H U R C H , SOUTH.

5

ish Wesleyan Connection in exchange for its societies
and property in t'pper Canada. This exchange transferred the membership of every preacher and member
in Lower Canada from the Llethodist Episcopal Church
t o the Wesleyan Llethodist Church; but it seems not to
have occurred to the General Conference that this action was a violation of the Fifth Restrictive Rule. The
General Conference of 1828 divided the Church geographically by setting off the Canada Annual Conference, which thenceforward became the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada. But it seems that the General
Conference did not believe that it was violating the
Fifth Restrictive Rule in this division. Yet, notwithstanding these well-known precedents, the General Conference of 1848 made the wonderful discovery that the
General Conference of 1 8 4 had attempted in the Plan
of Separation to expel ministers and members of the
Church by mere resolution in contravention of the article of the constitution which inviolably secured to thein
the privilege of trial and appeal.
Here we have the remarkable ecclesiastical phenomenon of one General Conference nullifying the enactments of another after those enactments had gone into
effect and had passed beyond reconsideration and repeal. It was as if an appeal had been taken from one
General Conference to another. Indeed, it seems to
me that if it is to be regarded as an appeal at all it
was an appeal from Philip sober to Philip drunk. Besides, the General Conierence of 1848 assumed the
officious attitude of a self-appointed attorney of the
injured ministers and members of the Southern Conferences who had been ,summarily transferred to a new
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jurisdiction, forgetting the very obvious principle that
if the injured parties did not complain no one had any
right to complain for them. They were the parties to
kick. Again, ministers and members in the South were
not compelled to acquiesce in the transfer. They were
not compelled to remain in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South; and as to property rights, they had the
protection of the courts: It is true that in interior
charges the option lay between being Episcopal Methodists, South, and joining some other Church, but remaining in the Church, South, required of no person
a change of faith or practice. The Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, was and is the true successor in the
South of the original Methodist Episcopal Church, just
as the Methodist Episcopal Church (North) was and is
the true successor in the North of the original Methodist Episcopal Church ; but neither of these Churches
is the original Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. With this view agrees the opinion of the
Supreme Court :
But we do not agree that this division was made without
proper authority. On the contrary, we entertain no doubt but
that the General Conference of 1844 was competent to make i t ;
and that each division of the Church, under the separate organization, is just as legitimate and can claim as high a sanction,
ecclesiastical and temporal, as the Methodist Episcopal Church
first founded in the United States. The same authority which
founded it in 1784 divided it and established two separate and
independent organizations occupying the place of the old one.

The Northern bishops, five in number, in council
in 1845, acting under the Plan of Separation, regarded it as of binding obligation and conformed
their action to its provisions. The Missouri Confer-
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ence was the second border Conference to act on the
question of adherence. Some of the preachers wished
to adhere North and organize a Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church (North), and Bishop
Morris was written to and invited to attend the Conference, that he might take charge of it. To this invitation he gave the following answer, which deserves to
be preserved in the annals of the Church for all time :

BURLINGTON,
IOWA,
September 8, 1845.
Rev. Wilson S. McMurray.
Dear Brother: Your letter of the 1st instant is now before
me. The resolutions to which you refer did pass, unanimously,
in the meeting of the bishops a t New York in July. W e all
believe they are in accordance with the Plan of Separation
adopted by the General Conference. Whether that Plan was
wise o r foolish, constitutional o r unconstitutional, did not become us to say, it being our duty, as bishops, to ktlow w h a t the
Geneva1 Coiiference ordered to be doiie in a c e v t a h contingeizcy, zuhiclz Tias actually ti-aiispired, and to carry it out in good
faith. It is, perhaps, unfortunate that the resolutions were not
immediately published, but it was not thought necessary by a
majority at the time they passed. Still our administration will
be conformed to them. Bishop Soule's notice was doubtless
founded upon them.
As I am the responsible man a t the Indiana Conference
October 8, it will .not be in my power to attend the hlissouri
Conference; nor do I think it important to do so. Were I
there, I could nor, with my views of propriety and responsibility, encourage subdivision. If a majority of the Missouri
Conference resolve to come under the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, that would destroy the identity of the J4issouri
Conference as an integral part of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. -4s to having two Missouri Conferences, each claiming to be the true one and demanding the dividends of the
Book Concern and claiming the Church property, that is the
very thing that the General Conference designed to prevent by
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adopting the amicable Plan of Separation. I t is true that the
minority preachers hare a right, according to the general rule
in the Pian of Separation, to be recognized still in the biethodist Episcopal Church ; but in order to do that, they must go to
some adjoining Conference in the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The border charges may also, by majority of votes, decide
which organization they will adhere to; and if reported in
regular order to the Conference from which they wish to be
supplied or to the bishop presiding, they wiil be attended t o
on either side of the line of separation. But if any brethren
suppose the bishops will send preachers from tile Xorth to
interior charges, South, o r t o minorities of border charges to
produce disruption, o r that they will encourage minority
preachers on either side of the line to organize opposition
lines by establishing one Conference in the bounds of another,
they are misled. That would be departing from the plain letter
of the rule prescribed by the General Conference in the premises. Editors may teach such nullification and answer for it
if they will, but the bishops all understand their duty better
than to indorse such principles. I acknowledge that under the
practicaI operation of the Plan of Separation some hard cases
may arise; but the bishops do not make, and have not the
power to relieve, them. It is the fault of the rule, and not of
the executive administration of it. I n the meantime, there is
much more bad feeling indulged in respecting the separation
than there is necessity for. If the Plan of Separation had
been carried out in good faith and Christian feeling on both
sides, it would scarcely have been felt any more than the division of an Annual Conference,
I t need not destroy confidence or embarrass the work if the
business be managed in the spirit of Christ. I trust the time is
not very far distant when brethren, North and South, will cease
their hostilities and betake themselves t o their prayers and
other appropriate duties in earnest. Then, and not till then,
may we expect the Lord to bless us as in former days. I am,
dear brother,
Yours respectfully and affectionately,

THOMAS
A. MORRIS.
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In this connection it will be called to mind that in
1844 the bishops were broader and more just and generous than the General Conference, and that the Xorthern delegates of that body were decidedly more fair and
honorable than the great body of the traveling preachers in the Northern Conferences.
An examination of the Plan of Separation shows that
the consummation of the Plan was made dependent
upon no ccntingency except the will of the Southern
Conferences. As soon as the Annual Conferences in
the slaveholding States should find it necessary to unite
in a distinct ecclesiastical connection, the Plan, which
\vas at first provisional, was to become actual. A
change in the Sixth Restrictive Rule was an enabling
act, not for separation, but for the division of the property after separation ; and yet the Supreme Court held
that no such enabling act was necessary for the purpose contemplated. The will of the Northern Annual
Conferences was not, according to the action of the
General Conference, a contingency of separation, and
yet these Conferences by condemning the action of the
General Conference and refusing to change the Sixth
Restrictive Rule hoped to defeat the Plan.
I t was strange that the hyper-saintly preachers of the
Korthern Conferences-who confirmed the decision of
the Ealtimore Conference suspending by mere resolution Mr. Harding from the ministry because he did not
emancipate his wife’s slaves, which he had no legal or
moral right to do, and virtually deposed, by mere resolution, from the bishopric Bishop Andrew, who had
become technically a slaveholder, but was at heart and
in practice, as far as the civil law allowed, a nonslave-
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holder-should so dreadfully grieve at the action of the
General Conference by which, by mere resolution,
scores of slaveholding traveling preachers, hundreds
of slaveholding locaI preachers, and thousands of slaveholding members were, it was contended, ejected en
masse from the Church ! I t was strange that even after
the consummation of the separation they could press to
their bosoms the slaveholding ministers and members
of Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and hlissouri ; for
many of their traveling preachers owned slaves without
interruption, and their local preachers and private members owned negroes and trafficked in them at will and
yet remained in good standing in the Church. The
Northern preachers, with all their boast of antislavery
and abolition sentiments, were members of a Church
which itself, in its membership, was a slaveholder up
to the abolition of slavery by military and civil authority after the civil war; and many of them never ceased
to grieve at the loss of their slaveholding membership
in the South after the separation.
The Annual Conferences throughout the slaveholding
States indorsed with remarkable unanimity the course
pursued by their delegates in the General Conference
of 1844. In these Conferences provision was made for
holding a convention in Louisville, Ky., in compliance
with the recommendation of the Southern and Southwestern delegates in that General Conference. To this
convention delegates were elected in the ratio of one
delegate to every eleven members of the Conferences.
The delegates from the Kentucky, Missouri, Holston, Tennessee, Korth Carolina, Memphis, Arkansas,
Virginia, Mississippi, Texas, Alabama, Georgia, South

ORGANIZATION OF T H E

,

31.

E. C H U R C H , SOUTH. I1

Carolina, Florida, and Indian Mission Conferences assembled in the city of Louisville, Ky., on the first day
of May, 1845. The convention was called to order at
nine o’clock A.M. by Dr. William Capers, and Dr. Lovick
Pierce was elected President pro tem. Dr. Pierce
opened the convention by reading the second chapter
of the Epistle t‘o the Philippians, announcing and singi n g the hymn beginning with “Come, Holy Spirit,
Heavenly Dove,” and offering a n impressive prayer.
Thomas N. Ralston, of the Kentucky Conference, was
chosen Secretary pro tern. Seventy-two delegates presented their vouchers and took their seats. The Holston delegation consisted of Thomas K. Catlett, Thomas
Stringfield, Rufus M. Stevens, Timothy Sullins, and
Creed Fulton. O n motion of Augustus B. Longstreet
and William Capers, the bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church present were, by unanimous rising vote,
requested to preside over the convention. Bishops
Soule, Andrew, and Morris were present.
Thomas 0. Summers, of the Alabama Conference,
was elected permanent Secretary, and Thomas N. Ralston Assistant Secretary.
O n the second day of the convention Bishop Soule
addressed the body as follows :
I rise on the present occasion to offer a few remarks to this

convention of ministers under the influence of feelings more
solemn and impressive than I recollect ever to have experienced
before. The occasion is certainly one of no ordinary interest
and solemnity. I am deeply impressed with a conviction of
the important results of your deliberations and decisions in
relation to that numerous body of Christians and Christian
ministers you here represent and to the country at large. And
knowing as I do the relative condition of the vast community
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xhere your acts must be estensively felt, I cannot but feel a
deep interest in the business of the convention, both as it
respects yourselves and the millions who must be affected by
your decisions. \Vith such views and feelings, you will indulge
me in an expression of confident hope that all your business
will be conducted with the greatest deliberation and with that
purity of heart and moderation of temper suitable to yourselves as a body of Christian ministers and to the important
concerns which have called you together in this city.
The opinion which I formed at the close of the late General
Conference that the proceedings of that body would result in
a division of the Church \vas not induced by the impulse of
excitement, but was predicated of principles and of facts after
the most deliberate and mature consideration. That opinion I
have freely expressed. And however deeply I have regretted
such a result, believing it to be inevitable, my efforts have been
made, not to prevent it, but rather that it might be attended
with the least injury and the greatest amount of good which the
case would admit. I was not alone in this opinion. A number
of aged and influential ministers entertained the same views.
And, indeed, it is not easy to conteive holv any one intimately
acquainted with the facts in the case and the relative positioii
of the Korth and South could arrive at any other conclusion.
Nothing has transpired since the close of the General Conference to change the opinion I then formed, but subsequent
events have rather confirmed it. I n view of the certainty of
the issue, and at the same time ardently desirous that the two
great divisions of the Church might be in peace and harmony
within their own respective bounds and cultivate the spirit of
Christian fellowship, brotherly kindness, and charity for each
other, I cannot but consider it an auspicious event that
sixteen Annual Conferences, represented in this convention,
have acted with such extraordinary unanimity in the measures they have taken in the premises. In the Southern Conferences which I have attended I do not recollect that there
has been a dissenting voice with respect to the necessity of a
sepa,rate organization ; and although thelr official acts in deciding the important question have been marked with that clear-

OBGAKIZATION OF THE Id. E. C H U R C H , SOUTH.

13

ness and decision which should afford satisfactory evidence
that they have acted under a solemn conviction of duty to
Christ and to the people of their charge, they have been equally
distinguished by moderation and candor. And so f a r as I
have been informed, all the other Conferences have pursued a
similar course.
It is ardently to be desired that the same unanimity may
prevail in the counsels of this convention as distinguished in
such a remarkable manner the views, deliberations, and decisions of your constituents. When it is recollected that it is
not only for yourselves and the present ministry and membership of the Conferences you represent that you are assembled
on this occasion, but that millions of the present race and
generations yet unborn may be affected in their most essential
interest by the results of your deliberations, it will occur to
you how important it is that you should “do all things as in
the immediate presence of God.” Let all your acts, dear
brethren, be accompanied with much prayer for that wisdom
which is from above.
While you are thus impressed with the importance and solemnity of the subject which has occasioned the convention
and of the high responsibility under which you act, I am confident that YOU will cultivate the spirit of Christian moderation
and forbearance, and that in all your acts you will keep strictly within the limits and provisions of the Plan of Separation
adopted by the General Conference with great unanimity and
apparent Christian kindness. I can have no doubt of the firm
adherence of the ministers and members of the Church in the
Conferences you represent to the doctrines, rules, order of
government, and forms of worship contained in our excellent
Book of Discipline. F o r myself, I stand upon the basis of
Methodism as contained in this book, and from it I intend
never to be removed. I cannot be insensible t o the expression
of your confidence in the resolution you have unanimously
adopted requesting me to preside over the convention in conjunction with my colleagues. And after having weighed the
subject with careful deliberation, I have resolved to accept your
invitation and discharge the duties of the important trust to
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the best of my ability. Xfy excellent colleague, Bishop Andrew, is of the same mind and will cordially participate in the
duties of the chair. I am requested to state to the convention
that our worthy and excellent colleague, Bishop Morris, believes it to be his duty to decline a participation in the presidential duties. H e assigns such reasons for so doing as are,
in the judgment of his colleagues, perfectly satisfactory, and
it is presumed that they would be considered in the same light
by the convention. I n conclusion, I trust that all things will be
done in that spirit which will be approved of God, and devoutly
pray that your acts may result in the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom and the salvation of the souls of men.

Bishop Soule then took the chair. A committee consisting of two members irom each -4nnual Conference
represented in the convention was appointed to take
into consideration the propriety and necessity of a
Southern organization. The Holston members of this
committee were Thomas K. Catlett and Thomas
Stringfield.
On May 15 this committee reported that it was in
evidence that ninety-five per cent of the ministry and
membership in the South-nearly five hundred thoua division of jurisdiction indissand in all-deemed
pensable; that unless this was effected about a million
slaves then hearing the gospel from our ministers would
be withdrawn from their care ; and that while thus taking their position the Southern Conferences were ready
and willing to treat with the Northern division of the
Church at any time for the adjustment of the difficulties
of the controversy. The report, which was lengthy and
which argued the causes and necessity of separation,
closed with a resolution erecting the Conferences represented in the convention into a distinct ecclesiastical
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connection and dissolving the jurisdiction hitherto exercised over these Conferences by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The report
was laid on the table, and on the 15th taken up and
adopted as a whole, with only two dissenting voices.
Bishops Soule and Andrew were requested to unite
with and become bishops of the blethodist Episcopal
Church, South, and in polite communications they accepted the invitation.
T h e first General Conference met in Petersburg, Va.,
May I, 1846, numbering eighty-seven members. The
Holston delegates, who were present and took their
seats, were Samuel Patton, David Fleming, Timothy
Sullins, Thomas K. Catlett, and Elbert F. Sevier.
On the second day of the convention the following
letter was received from Bishop Soule and read :
PETERSBURG,
May 2, 1846.
Reverend alzd Dear Brethren: I consider your body, as now
organized, the consummation of the organization of the blethodist Episcopal Church, South, in conformity to the ‘’Plan of

Separation,” adopted by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1844- It is therefore in strict agreement with the provisions of that body that you are vested
with full power to transact all business appropriate to a bIethodist General Conference.
I view this organization as having been commenced in the
“Declaration” of the delegates of the Conferences in the slaveholding States, made a t New York in 1844; and as having
advanced in its several stages in the “Protest,” the “Plan of
Separation,” the appointment of delegates to the Louisville
convention, in the action of that body, in the subsequent action
of the Annual Conferences approving the acts of their delegates at the convention, and in the appointment of delegates
t o this General Conference.
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The organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
being thus completed in the organization of the General Conference with a constitutional president, the time has arrived
when it is proper f o r me to announce my position. Sustaining no relation to one AnnuaI Conference which I did not
sustain to every other, and considering the General Conference
as the proper judicatory to which my coinmunication should be,
made, I have declined making this announcement until the
present time. And now, acting with strict regard to the
Plan of Separation and under a solemn conviction of duty, I
formally declare my adherence to the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. -4nd if the Conference receive me in my
present relation to the Church, 1: am ready to serve them
according to the best of my ability. In conclusion, I indulge
the joyful assurance that, although separated from our Northern brethren by a distinct Conference jurisdiction, we shall
never cease to treat them as “brethren beloved,” and cultivate
those principles and affectioiis which constitute the essential
unity of the Church of Christ.
JOSHUA SOULE.

Bishop Soule was received as one of the bishops of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, by a rising
and unanimous vote. The -adherence of this great
man, this Lord Wellington of American Methodism,
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is one of
the sensational features of Methodist history. Soule
was born in Maine. His education and associationsindeed, his secular interests of every kind-drew him
toward the Northern organization ; but principle, always
his guiding star, drew him South. The action of an
irresponsible majority in the case of Bishop Andrew,
the trampling under foot in that case of constitution
and law by the mere force of numbers, the avowal for
the then present purpose of the unheard-of doctrine
that B Methodist bishop is only an officer at will of the
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General Conference and may be unfrocked at any time,
“with or without cause, accusation, proof, or form of
trial, as a dominant majority may capriciously elect
or party interests suggest,”’ together with his views
of Episcopal prerogative, which caused him to decline
consideraordination to the bishopric in 18ac-these
tions aligned hini with the South.
At this General Conference connectional officers
were elected, and Drs. William Capers and Robert
Paine were elected and ordained bishops. Before the
adjournment of the Conference Dr. Lovick Pierce was,
by a rising and unanimous vote, appojnted a fraternal
messenger to the General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church‘to meet in Pittsburg, Pa., hlay I,
1848.
Thus closes a very imperfect sketch of the launching
of the Southern Methodist Church-a body that has
been mighty in usefulness to the whites and blacks of
the South, that passed through the fires of the sixties
and came out reduced in wealth and numbers but strong
in faith and holy purpose, and is now growing in numbers and influence for good with phenomenal rapidity.
‘Bascorn. See Redford’s “Organization of the hlethodist
Episcopal Church, South,” pp. 464, 465.
2
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THECONFERENCE
OF I845-TWENTY-sECOND

SESSION.

THE first session of the Holston Conference held aft:
er the organization of the Methodist Episcopal C11urch,
South, was held in Athens, Tenn., beginning October
8, 1845, Bishop Andrew in the chair, Conaro D. Smith
Secretary.
As a matter of course, the question of the division of
the Church and the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, came up. The following preamble and resolutions were presented by Saiiiuel Patton
and adopted :

Whereas the long-continued agitation ‘on the subject of
slavery and abolition in the Methodist Episcopal Church did
at the General Conference of said Church held in the city of
New York in May, 184,result in the adoption of certain
measures by that body which seriously threatened a disruption
of the Church; and t o avert this calamity said General Conference did devise and adopt a plan contemplating a peaceful
separation of the South from the North, and constituting the
Coiiferences in the slaveholding States the sole judges of the
necessity for such separation ; and whereas the Conferences
in the slaveholding States, 4 the exercise of.the right accorded
to them by the General Conference, did by their representatives
in convention at Louisville, Ky., in May last, decide that srparation was necessary, and did proceed to organize themselves
into a separate and distinct ecclesiastical connection under
the style and title of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
basing their claim to a legitimate relation to the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the United States upon their unwavering
adherence to the “Plan of Separation” adopted by the General
Conference of said Church in 1844,and their devotion to the
(TP)
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doctrines, discipline, and usages of the Church a s they received them from their fathers; and as the Plan of Separation
provided that Conferences bordering on the geographical line
of separation shall decide their relations by the votes of a
majority, and also that ministers of every grade shall make
their election North or South without censure; therefore be it
Resolved, first, That we now proceed to determine the
question of our ecclesiastical relation by the vote of the Conference.
Resolved, secondly, That we, the members of the Holston
Annual Conference, claiming all the rights, powers, and privileges of an Aniiual Coiifereiice of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the United States, do hereby tiialte our election with
and adhere t o the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
Resolved, thirdly, That while we thus declare our adherence to the Methodist ICpiscopal Church, South, we repudiate
the iden of separntioiz in any schismatic or offensive sense of
thc plir:rse, as we neithcr give up nor surrender anything
which wc l i w e rcccivecl as constituting any part of Methodism, xiid adhere to tlie Soiitlicrri ecclesiastical organization in
strict accordance with the provisions of the Plan of Separation adopted by tlie General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church at its scssion in New York in May, 1844
Resolved, fourthly, That we are satisfied with our Book of
Iliscipline as it is on the subject of slavery and every other
vital feature of Methodism as recorded in that book; and that
we will not tolerate any changes whatever except such verbal
or unimportant alterations as may in the judgment of the
Gwcral Conference fncilitatc the work in which we are engaged anti to promote uniformity and harmony in our administration.
Itrsolved, fifthly, That the journals of our present session,
as wcll us all our official business, be heliceforth conformed in
style and title to our ecclcsiastical relations.
Itcsolvrd, sixthly, That it i s our dcsire to cultivate and
ItiniIitain fraternal relations with our trethreii of the North ;
srtd wc tln most ailicerely deprecate the contiriuance of papcr
wnrfarc either by editors or correspoiidcxits in our official

20

HOLSTON METHODISM.

Church papers, and devoutly pray for the speedy return of
peace and harmony in the Church, both North and South.

The following members and probationers voted in
the affirmative :James Cumming, Samuel Patton, David
Fleming, T. K. Catlett, E. F. Sevier, Robertson Gannaway, James Atkins, Coleman Campbell, John M.
Crismond, John M. Kelley, Conaro D. Smith, William
Hicks, John D. Gibson, 0. F. Cunningham, W. H.
Rogers, Allen H. Mathes, Daniel B. Carter,'Timothy
Sullins, Rufus M. Stevens, R. W. Patty, Leander Wilson, A. M. Goodykoontz, G. W. Alexander, Hiram
Tarter, Samuel A. Miller, Thomas K. Munsey, Joseph
Haskew, Jackson S. Burnett, David Adams, J. L,
Sensibaugli, Steven W. Earnest, Ephraim E. Wiley,
Charles W. Charlton, W. C. Daily, James R. Bellamy,
Adonijah Williams, Andrew Gass, William G. E. Cunnyngham, Silas H. Cooper, and J. C. Pendergrass.
Probationers voting in the affirmative : Alexander
H. Cox, Edward W. Chanceaulme, Jesse G. Swisher,
William Robeson, Martin C. Robertson, William R.
Long, John W. Thompson, Augustine F. Shannon,
William Sturges, Willis Ingle, Stephen D. Adams.
George Ekin voted in the negative and entered on
the journal a protest against the action of the Conference; but upon mature reflection he remained in the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and continued his
career of great usefulness to the hour of his death.
The following resolution, introduced by David Adams, was adopted :
Resolved, That: the Holston Annual Conference most heartily commend the course of our beloved Bishops Soule and
Andrew during the recent agitations which have resulted in
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the territorial and jurisdictional separation of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and that we tender them our thanks for
their steady adherence to principle and the best interests of the
slave population.

The Conference drew upon the Book Concern for
$800.
The following were elected delegates to the General
Conference to meet in Petersburg, Va., May I , 1846,
namely: E. F. Sevier, S. Patton, T. K. Catlett, David
Fleming, and Thomas Stringfield. Alternates : Timothy Sullins and Rufus M. Stevens.
The following resolutions, offered by David Adams
and adopted, will be somewhat interesting to Methodists of the present generation :
ResoZved, That we will constantly, calmly, though resolutely,
oppose the practice of selling or renting pews in our churches,
believing, as we do, that the practice here alluded to has a
tendency to subvert that glorious peculiarity of our holy religion-“The poor have the gospel preached unto them.”
Resolved, That we will not directly or indirectly tolerate
the introduction of instrumental music as a part of worship
in our churches, believing, as we do, that such practice is a
preventive of the worship of God in spirit and in truth, which
we are bound by Christ to do.
Resolved, That although we highly esteem and will give
our support to the prudently conducted institutions of learning in the bounds of our Conference, yet we disapprove and
will oppose any means tending to or savoring of the establishment of a theological institute or seminary, s*nould s i c h athing be proposed, for the benefit of the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

These resolutions met with no overt opposition.
But while the aristocratic and unpopular policy of the
pew system has never met with favor in the Methodist

~
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Church in America and is contrary to the genius of
Methodism, instrumental music is now very common
in Methodist churches, Sortli and South, and all opposition to theological schools seems to have given way.
The Conference at this session did itself credit by a
positive and hearty indorsement of the American Bible
Society.
The Conference resolved upon the publication of a
Conference organ, and Samuel Patton and Thomas
Stringfield were elected editors. Xr. Patton was also
appointed preacher in charge of Knoxville Station, and
Mr. Stringfield Agent of Holston College.
The project of establishing such a paper originated
with Thomas Stringfield and David R. bIcXnally. The
first number of the paper was issued hIay 5, 1846,
under the title of the Metlzodist Episcopaliaiz; but after
the recognition of the paper as a Church organ by the
General Conference of 1850,the title was changed to
the Holston Christian Adaocafe. The paper continued
to be published till the death of Dr. Patton, which occurred August I, 1854;and at the Conference held in
Cleveland in October of the same year the paper, with
its assets, liabilities, and good will, was transferred to
the Nashville Christia.12 Advocate.
The prospectus of the Episcopalian announced the
motives and objects of the publication as follows :
The necesbity for a religious periodical suited to the mountainous and isolated position of the Holston Conference has
been long and deeply felt, and the desideratum would have
been supplied had it not been for the difficulty of sustaining
such an enterprise. Several attempts to do so have been made,
but they have been suffered to fail for want of adequate
patronage. In a Conference having under its control eighty
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traveling preachers and within its bounds sGme thirty-five
thousand members it is believed that not more than five hundred of our Church papers are taken. This state of things
has had, and, if it continues to exist, must continue to have,
a most blighting iqfluence on the benevolent institutions and
spiritual interests of the Methodist Episccpal Church within
the limits of this Conference. A most devoted, self-sacrificing,
self-denying, and laborious ministry have traversed the country
a t large and have done much to advance the cause of Christ,
but how much more efficient would be their labors if those
among whom they labor and toil were the constant and attentive readers of a well-conducted religious newspaper I Would
not the missionary cause, the cause of Sunday schools, and
the interests of our colreges and academies be greatly prmnoted
by such a paper if it were published in our midst? And will
not our ministerial brethren and other numerous friends generally unite with us in this effort to establish among us such a
vehicle of useful knowledge suited to our varied wants? They
are cordially invited to do so and confidently expected to
engage in the work. W e have no pecuniary interests to serve,
and aim only to glorify God by the promotion of his cause
among our fellow men.
At this eventful crisis of air Church, when the separation
of the South from the North is being so extensively spoken of,
it is not our object to increase but to allay the excitement,
maintaining the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace.
Touching the doctrines and discipline of our Church, we shall
act on the defensive and repel the assaults of our assailants
in the spirit of the gospel. And, while items of general news
and other intelligence herein alluded to are given, the agricultural interests of our country will not be overlooked.

The truth is that at this time the Hopkinsian ministers in East Tennessee and Southwestern Virginia
were very bold and active in denouncing the doctrines
and polity of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
doctrine of the direct witness of the Spirit as taught by
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John Wesley and his followers was held up to ridicule
and declared to be “unscriptural, false, fanatical, and
of a inischievous tendency ;” Methodism was cliaracterized as “a debauclied pietism,” and its revivals were
declared to be niainly exhibitions of animal excitement. I n a pamphlet published about this time the
writer, Rev. Sainuel Sawyer, gave it as his opinion
that tlie tumultuous excitements at Methodist canip
meetings and other revival meetings were gotten up
and encouraged by the preachers to cause the people to
forget, in
forget that they had lost their liberties-to
other words, that they were living under tlie most
galling slavery to a systeni of clerical tlespotism. Dr.
Frederick A. Ross, a man of great learning, a logician
and orator of great ability, led the attack upon Methodism. H e was backed in this war by the cIergy atid
papers of his own denomination and by his Synotl and
the Presbyterians thereunder. The Cakilzistic JIn,(w&E-, a periodical of no mean ability, containctl article
after article denouncing Ariniiiianism and Episcopacy
and defending the doctrines of Calvinisiii against the
assaults of Methodist preacliers in their pulpits, wliich
assaults were not few and powerlcss.
It was tliis controversy which, more than all c k ,
suggested the publication of a Conference paper in
Holston. A better selection than that of Dr. Patton
could not have been inatlc : for lic was a i i i m of s u p rior ability ant1 extensive rcadiiig, and withal cmiiicntly
prudent and strictly conscientious. F a r reasons lierriafter stated, Mr. String-f&l
witlidrcw from the enterprise as junior editor before the issnancc of tlze first
nuinher of the paper. The title of the paper, Mrtlz-
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odist Episcopalian, indicated that the paper intended to

defend a i d promulgate the peculiar doctrines of Methodisin and to reply to attacks and denunciations of the
episcopal form of government of the Methodist Church.
The inauguration of the enterprise was timely, and
right bravely did the editor and his contributors discharge their duty in this important crisis. It must be
confessed that they did more than act on the defensive :
they carried thc war into Africa. . l)r. Ross met his
Waterloo at Glade Spring, Va., when lie debated with
Charles Collins, the young but puissant President of
Emory and Henry College. Brownlow entered the ring
about this time, and he struck below the belt. He
spared no assaults on the personal character of Dr.
Iioss antl no amount of liadinagc and ridicule which
he thought necessary to victory. For two or three years
Ilro\-vnlow’s “Rcview of Frederick A. ROSS’’
was widely
circulated and read by friend and foe. However, this
stylc of controversy was inaugurated by Brownlow at
his own instance. Patton and other ministers conducted the war on a higlicr plane, and the amount of
good accomplishecl by the little I-Iolston sheet for
Methodism in particular and for tlie cause of righteousness in general can liartlly lic estimated. I have
forgottcii to say that lioss antl his coadjutors were not
tlic only encmies con fronting the IIoIston Methodists
at that time. ISncoaragetl by tlie seeming prospcct o f
the tlcinolition of Methadism by Dr. Ross, Dr. J. R.
Gr;ivc*s,a Ih1)tist minister of great lcarning antl ability,
einlcrctl t l i c ficlrl, ant1 in n book entitled ‘Tlie Great
Ir(r11 Tt’licc~l” lie css:iycvl tc9 1,ring the Metliotlist Church,
especially its c\piscopal iorin trf government, into dis-
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repute in the eyes of the public. T o this book Brownlow replied in a book entitled “The Great Iron Wheel
Examined,” etc; but the principal defender of Methodism in these days of controversy was the Methodist
Episcopalian and its successor, the Holstorc Christian
Advocate. It bristled with arguments and roared with
theological thunder.
Admitted on trial: George K. Snapp, William D. Snapp,
Rufus M. Hickey, John Alley, Robert A. Young, Carroll Long,
J. B. Lawson, Rufus M.Whaley, Robert W. Pickens, John H.
H. Young, Crockett Godbey, Andrew C. Hunter, J. W. Miller,
William Milburn.
Readmitted : Miles Foy, Ulrich Keener, Samuel B. Ilarwell,
John L. Fowler, John C. Gaston.
Located: Hugh Johnson, Gabriel F. Page, Alexander N.
Harris, Solomon Pope, Leander Wilson.
Discontinued : Benjamin Morgan, Enos D. Shields, Samuel
Lotspeich.
Superannuated : J. B. Daughtry, John Bowman, James
Dixon, Wiley B. Winton, Thomas Wilkerson, James Cumming,
Eli K. Hutsell.
Numbers in society : White, 34,705 ; colored, 3,455 ; Indian,
155. Total, 38,315. Decrease, 1,164. Local prcacliers, 322.
Traveling preachers, 97. Missionary collections, $1,043.58.

The inffux of twelve new recruits and five reaclmissions at this Conference (1845)was quite an addition
to the pastoral force of the Conference, and this unusual sign of life was probably the result of synipathy
with the new organization of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.
Mention should have been made of David Ring in
Volume 111. H e was admitted on trial in 1834,and
located in 1844. H e was a son of George and Katherine Ring, was born in North Carolina, and died in
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Haywood County, N. C., September 8, 1845. H e was
never married. His father and family came to Grayson County, Va., some time before David entered the
ministry. Mr. Ring’s first appointment was to Cherokee Mission as junior preacher under David Cumming. H e had a stentorian voice, was a good singer,
was eloquent, and was quite a revivalist.
Gabriel F. Page was born on James River, in Amherst County, Va., November 3, 1809,and was reared
on a farm. He died of heart.disease at his home, near
the mouth of Nollichucky River, June 20, 1881. H e
was admitted on trial in the Holston Conference in
1836,and located in 1845. His circuits were Asheville,
Abingdon, Lebanon, Greene, Rogersville, and Newport. He was one year Agent, with Creed Fulton, of
Emory and Henry College.
On his first work, Asheville, Mr. Page met Miss
Matilda Frances Jones, daughter of Col. George W.
Jones, of Henderson County, N. C,,‘ who afterwards
became his wife. She was born in Buncombe County,
N. C., seven miles from Asheville, June 17,1818;and
died June 18,1903. She was educated in Asheville.
She was married to Mr. Page by Rev. John Reynolds
December 25, 1838. While in the local ranks Mr.
Page had an appointment for every Sabbath in the
month, except the Sabbath on which his pastor preached
at his home church. No preacher was more scrupulous
than he in keeping the Sabbath day holy. ’ While in the
regular i work he cheerfully took collections for all
Church purposes except for his own salary, and he never asked his stewards for that. Here he macle a mistake; he was a little too disinterested; accordingly he

28

HOLSTOX 1\IETHODISXL.

traveled the Sen.port Circuit one year, and received
only forty dollars ! Of this, however, he did not complain. He al\va!s cultivated in corn, ha];, and oats the
ground that belonged to the parsonage he occupied, and
alivays left what remained of the year’s crops to his
successor and n-ould not take remuneration for it.
1Ir. Page was a serious, earnest man. H e never
indulged in jesting or frivolous conversation of any
kind. H e was a man of strong will and strong prejudices. H e was intense at the sacrifice of breadth. H e
was no straddler; you always found him on one side
or the other of the fence. H e was a fluent and incisive
preacher. H e made no compromises with the world.
H e was honest in his dealings, and demanded honesty
of those who dealt with him. H e was a strong Southern man, and found it necessary to refugee during the
Civil War, and he refugeed in Virginia, where he remained some months after the close of the war. Eefore he left home the bushwhackers would come to his
windolv at night and snap their pistols at him while he
was reading. The day after he left home they came
with ropes to hang him.
After the war Mr. Page was sued for damages by
Union men, mho hoped thereby to get possession of his
excellent farm ; but his enemies, finding that their
chances in the courts were not encouraging, sent him
word in Virginia, agreeing to take a very small amount
from him for their claims. His reply was characteristic : “Not a cent.”
I l r . Page heartily believed in the old-time religion,
and could not tolerate instrumental music in a church.
Once he went to Newport to attend a District Confer-

THE C0SI:ERESCE

OF

1845.

“9

ence, but, hearing the organ as he approached the
church, he mounted his horse again and starTed home.
Some one said to him : “Why, Brother Page, I thought
that you had come to attend the District Conference.”
He replied, “But I didn’t know that they had the devil
in the church till I got here;” and lie returned home.
I n using the marriage ceremony &Ir. Page always
omitted the word “obey”-an evidence of his gallantry.
A strong, stalwart man in body, he was industrious as
a traveling preacher, preached often as a local preacher,
and labored with his own hands on his farm.
I n a letter to the author, Dr. John H. Erunner says:
My first acquaintance with this energetic minister occurred
in the fall of 1841,when lie was sent to take charge of the
. H e urged me to enter Emory and
Greeneville Circuit.
Henry College, and offered me a claim of $96 which he had
against the college if I would go. Circumstances seemed to
. Bold, decisive, and, in a measure,
forbid my doing so.
unrelenting, he had enemies and hosts of devoted friends. I
knew him long and well. H e was as true as steel. Before he
joined the Conference, he taught a school at Bat Creek, Monroe
County, Tenn. My wife, then a small girl, was one of his
pupils. H e boarded at her father’s, and took a special delight
in her little brother Isaac. After the school closed, little Isaac
sickened and died. Mr. Page did not hear of this till some one
told him of it in the Conference room. H e burst into tears
and buried his face in grief. There was no half-heartedness
in Mr. Page.

. .

..

Mrs. Page was a woman of strictly religious habits.
Hers was a life of prayer. She read her Bible daily,
prayed in public, and talked in experience meetings.
She died of cancer. She suffered much before she
died, but the severer her suffering the stronger was
her faith and the brighter were her hopes.
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Mr. Page and wife had six children, four now living: Mrs. Virginia F. Hawkins; Edward J. Page,
M.D., Oakland, Oregon; Mrs. Matilda G. Faubion,
Marble Falls, Tex.; and Mrs. C. M. Talley, of Leadvale, Tenn.
Alexander Nelson Harris, who located this year,
was born at the old Harris homestead, three miles
southeast of Jonesboro, June, 1816;and died near
Kingston, Ga., November 6, 1865. H e was the eighth
child of Rev. Dr. John C. Harris and Sarah Reagan
Harris, his wife. H e was educated a t New Market,
Tenn., in Holston College. H e did not graduate. His
father was a Methodist preacher and also a practicing
physician. His mother was a kinswoman of Judge
John H. Reagan, Postmaster General in the cabinet of
Jefferson Davis. H e was born in the Church, so to
speak, and probably never formally joined the same,
his father having put his name on the books while he
was an infant. H e professed religion in early childhood. None of his brothers and sisters ever knew
when he was not a professor of religion.
Dr. Harris joined the Holston Conference in 1836,
and traveled until 1845,when he located. I-Iis first
circuit was Reems Creek, in Buncombe County, N. C.
After locating, he married Edna R. Haynes, daughter
of David and Rhoda Haynes, and sister of Landon C.
Haynes, who during the Civil W a r was a Confederate
Senator and, by the way, a distinguished orator. The
marriage took place in 1845. H e studied medicine,
began the practice in 1847, and continued in this
profession until the time of his death.
Dr. Harris was an original secessionist, and was a
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candidate for the convention in the first election held
in Tennessee on this question, running on the secession
platform in Washington County, and was defeated,
H e spoke a t many places in Upper East Tennessee in
favor of the State’s taking position with the rest of the,
Southern States, and met in debate Andrew Johnson
and other East Tennessee Unionists. O n one occasion, at Jonesboro, Tenn., when Mr. Johnson, who was
opening the debate, began to speak, an angry mob attacked him in order to prevent his speaking. Dr. Harris immediately threw himself between the mob and
Mr. Johnson, putting his arms around him and saying: “You must kill me before you kill him.” The
mob then desisted, but Mr. Johnson did not speak at
that time. Several pistols were pointed at Mr. Johnson’s breast, and it was believed that Dr. Harris saved
his life. H e always enjoyed Mr. Johnson’s respect and
gratitude after this event.
Dr. Harris was rated as a very eloquent speaker.
An old gentleman who had heard him often said after
his death that he was the most eloquent speaker he
had ever heard ; that it seemed to him that he had only
to open his mouth and his words would tear up the
earth in front of him. On one occasiqn, after delivering a strong and vigorous address on the issues of
the war in the courthouse a t Jdnesboro, early in 1861,
he closed with an eloquent appeal to his audience,
apparently throwing all his soul into his words ; and so
great was the effect of his eloquence that the people
rose from their seats and, rushing forward to the stand,
took him upon their shoulders and carried him into the
streets of the town with shouts and tears.

’
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Col. N. G. Taylor used to describe a camp meeting
scene in which Dr. Harris was tlie leading actor. I t
was at a camp meeting in Upper East Tennessee. Dr.
Harris very seldom addressed a congregation without
creating some “arousement.” Mrs. Taylor, who afterwards became his sister-in-law, had heard of this, and
laughingly remarked that she did not believe in sliouting and that he could not make her sliout. She went to
the meeting the evening following this remark and sat
about halfway up the aisle. After the preacher had
been talking for a while, he warmed up with his subject, and his earnestness became so great that the audience were overwhelnied and rose from their seats
shouting almost en nznsse; and among them was Mrs.
Taylor, who inade as much noise as any of them and
was as deeply in earnest. She used afterwards to
refer to the occasion as a time when she lost her head.
Rev. Henry I?. Waugli wrote a tribute to Dr. Harris,
which was published in tlie Nashville Christimz A d v o cate sometime after his death. I n this tribute lie stated
that three persons, who afterwards became brothcrs-inlaw, were licensed to preach at tlie sanie Quarterly
Conference at a little schoolhouse northwest of Janesboro.’ They were, he said, Landon C. H a p e s , Nathaniel G. Naylor, and Alexander N. Harris. H e
said that all became gre‘at speakers and achieved much
reputation; but after all, he thought that for fiery and
impassioned oratory Dr. Harris was the best of the
three.
In my earlier ministry I often heard Dr. 1Tarris
spoken of as an excellent man and eloquent preacher.
H e and his brother-in-law, N. G. Taylor, often held
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meetings together. They frequently went to camp
meetings, and their superb preaching generally gave
them the popular hours. Their hearers on such OCcasions were usually divided in opinion as to which
was the greater preacher of the two. hIr..Taylor was
the more diffuse and grandiloquent of the two, though
not without passion and spiritual power ; while Dr.
Harris was more terse, more pointed, and more impetuous. Taylor was the Cicero ; Harris the Dernosthenes.
I hope my readers will not think that I am exaggerating
when I thus speak of these men, for they were both
men of amazing oratorical ability. They both compared favorably with Landon C. Haynes, whom Charles
Collins once pronounced the finest decIaimer he had
ever heard. Men need not be surprised at the achievements on the stump and platform of Senator Robert
L. Taylor when they learn’that Taylor and Haynes
blood mingled in his veins.
Dr. Harris aided in raising and equipping several
regiments for the Confederate Army, going through
the counties of Upper East Tennessee for this purpose.
H e was finally offered, and accepted, the position of
Chief Surgeon of Crawford‘s regiment in General
Vaughan’s brigade of soldiers raised in East Tennessee. H e went to Vicksburg with the regiment, but
resigned before the close of the war. After the surrender he was indicted in the Federal and State courts
for treason. The condition of the country became such
that he could not live in East Tennessee, and thought
it best t o go farther South. Accordingly, about the
latter part of September, 1865, he went to Georgia,
journeying on horseback through the country. His

3
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heart almost breaking over the ruin of liis hopes, the
loss and destruction of his property, and his exile from
his family, lie was attacked with fever at the home of
his nephews, MacDonougli and James Harris, and,
after 1inger.ing some weeks, died in the presence of
liis family, k h o had joined him. H e continued to
preach as occasion offered up to the hour of his sickness, and while in Georgia he is said to have preached
some of the best sermons of his life.
One trait of Dr. Harris's character I have failed to
mention: his benevolence. He literally gave away all
his earnings, saving only enough to keep his family
from suffering. Once in time of scarcity Mrs. Harris
locked the crib, that he might not give away his last
bushel of corn ;but he had his servants to open the roof
and to divide with a poor applicant for relief.
I find that I have faile'cl to give a notice of Russell
Reneau, who joined the Ilolston Conference in 1837
and transferred to the Georgia Conference in 1844.
His first appointment was Jonesboro Circuit ; after that
he traveled Greene, La Fayette, and Cleveland Circuits,
two years o n each, the liinit of the law. I n those days
of change, the fact that hc served a full term on each
of the three charges is an indication of his acceptability
to the people.
Mr. Reneau was robust in body and mind. Made o f
granite, lie did not bear the polish of marble. His
talents put him into some of the best positions in Georgia and secured for him recognition and tolerance in
refined circles in spite of a little curtness and rudeness
on his part.
Rev. W. G. Scott, in the .lVcsIcyan Advocate of
October 26, 1892, writes of Mr. Reneau as follows:
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Russell Reneau was by birth and breeding an East Tennesseean. Like very many of his fellow countrylnell of that Switzerland of America, he was of stalwart build, both physically
and intellectually. His early school advantages were fair, and
these were made the basis of much reading and reflection in
after years. H e was in middle life when he was transferred
from the Holston to the Georgia Conference, a d entered at
once o n district work in tlie mountainous section of the State.
While he was but little known at his coming, it was not long
until he secured recognition as a vigorous thinker, especially
on the line of a doctrinal preacher.
Forty years ago East Tciinessee was an excellent training
school for polemical theology. The Baptists and Presbyterians
were both eager disputants, and tlie Methodist itineraiits were
not reluctant to accept the gauge of battle. Russell Reneau
exhibited special gifts for disputation and was frequently
brought forward as a dcfeiider of thc faith. Almost invariably
he routed his adversary.
Soon after his arrival in Georgia he was engaged in a public
discussion with C. I?. Shehanee, a Universalist preacher of
considerable celebrity. Not a great while before the controversy 1 dined with Brother Rencau in Atlanta. I remarked to
I had personally and intimately
him that S1ieh;mce-whom
known when he figured as a Bible Christian-was an adroit
debater, and he would seek to draw him into a criticism of
Greek terms and Hebrew roots. I shall never forget his broad
sniile as he replied: “Never be uneasy, Brother Scott. I
promise you to nixkc him thoroughly sick of his Greek and
I I e l m w before I ani through with him.”
lieiicnti’s fricntls clainictl that in the debate which followed
Shchance, t o borrow a slang phrase of the prize ring, was
“scvcrely punished.” Whether any real good came of the
contest is excecdingly qticstionable, hut it produced almost as
grcat ;i scns:rtion a s thc ”Great Iran wliccl” controversy between Graves and Brownlow.
Let it not be inferred that this controversial trend of
Brother Rencau’s mind unfitted him for geiieral pulpit useful-
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ness. As a preacher on the evidences and cardinal doctrines of
Christianity he was snrpassed by few of his generation.
Unluckily for himself, however, and for the Church, he
drifted into journalism, and at a later period into curious
speculatioris about Second Adventism. Shortly after this new
departure he took Greeley’s advice and went West, where he
died, I believe, in the presiding eldership.
Under a rough exterior he carried a heart as generous as
ever throbbed in a human breast. His charity was as broad
as humanity; but never, a t any time or anywhere, was he willing to compromise with religious o r political error.
One of his strangest fancies was the writiqg and publication
of a volume which he named “The Reign of Satan.” It was
certainly a dolorous picture of the times, and would have
satisfied the inmost soul of Schopenhaur, the high priest of
pessimism. It is long since out of print, nor is its ghost even
likely “to revisit the pale glimpses of the moon.”
This much deserves, in conclusion, to be said of him: that
all through his arduous wayfaring of sixty-odd years he never
shrank from any peril or hardship that confronted him in the
path of duty. H e died as he had lived, a stanch Methodist in
his religion and a typical Whig in his politics.

CHAPTER 111.

THECONFERENCE

O F 184&-TWEXTY-THIRD

SESSION.

TEE Conference met in its twenty-third session in
Wytlieville, Va., October 21, 1846, Bishop William
Capers presiding. The Bishop opened the Conference
with a prayer meeting. C. D. Smith was chosen Secretary.
Robert A. Young, a young preacher on trial, was
discontinued. Before this chapter closes I shall give
a sketch of this remarkable man.
The corninittee on the Methodist Episcopalian. made
the following report, and it was adopte$ :
The committee to whom was referred the interests of the
Methodist EpiscopaZian respectfully report that, having had the

subject under mature deliberation, they have arrivtd at the
following conclusions : Fivst, that there is a strong and increasing necessity for the publication of the paper; secondly,
that thC Committee appointed by the Conference a t its last
session to commence its publication acted in conformity with
the wishes and interests of the Conference and in accordance
with the wishes of our people and friends in commencing its
publication at the time they did; thirdly, that the friends and
patrons of the paper are well pleased with the inanner in which
it has been conducted; fozirthly, that it ought to be continued
and steadily and efficiently sustained ; f i f t k i y , that the interests
of the paper require the undivided attention and service of a
resident editor; sirthZy, that there should be a committee
appointed by this Conference, of which the editor should be
chairman, whose powers and duty should be commensurate
with a general superintendence of the whole concern, subject
to any action this Conference may think proper to take on this
subject a t its annual sessions ; sevciitJ~Zy, that each preacher
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or agent should be required to pay the usual price for his
paper, but allowed ten per cent on all moneys collected for
the paper and forwarded free of postage to the chairman of
the Publishing Committee-this to take effect from and after
the commencement of the second volume; eight&, that this
Conference should not only be considered bound as a Confer-

BISHOP WILLIAM CAPERS, D.D.

elzce to sustain all the pecuniary responsibilities connected
with the pubIication of the paper, but that the members of this
body, severally and individually, should be considered as
bound to sustain each his share of any losses tha;t might be
incurred during the publication of the. first and second volumes,
as well as to participate in the immunities which may accrue
during the same period, it being distinctly understood that
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those of the Conference who do not pledge themselves thus
shall not share in the profits o r proceeds of the paper, should
there be any, further than the ten per cent on moneys collected.
Your Committee on Examination into the financial interests
of the Episcopaliaiz are happy to report that the paper has
been published with the strictest economy and mag continue
thus. Your committee recommend to the Conference the
appropriation to Rev. S. Patton of one hundred dollars for
editorial services the past six months out of any moneys belonging to the paper not otherwise appropriated.
Your committee recommend to your body respectfully to
request the presiding bishop to appoint Rev. S. Patton editor
for the ensuing year. Your committee recommend that the
report of the Publishing Committee referred to this committee,
together with any reports which may be adopted by the present or subsequent sessions of this Conference, be committed
to permanent record on your journal, that reference may be
had to them in the future as to the origin and history of our
paper.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
E. F. SEVIER,Chairmaia;
T. STRINCFIELD,
C. COLLINS.
October 24, 1846.

On the eighth item of this report sixty-two names
were recorded in the affirmative, the men thus binding
themselves individually and personally for the liabilities incurred in the publication of the first two volumes
of the paper. That was heroism, thdt was honesty:
and that, too, when the salary of a preacher was fixed
at one hundred dollars and table expenses. Also it
will be seen that the editor was allowed only one hun-,
dred dollars for the six months he had labored on the
paper. This was very small compensation for the
amount and quality of labor which he had put upon
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the paper when we remember that Knoxville at that
time was a considerable town and that living there was
more expensive than in the country. But the style of
living in that day was quite simple, and the wants of a
family were comparatively few. Besides, a dollar at
that time would, perhaps, purchase as many comforts
as two dollars noxv.
The committee on the Episcopaliait appointed in
1845 reported that the proposal to publish a Conference
paper had met with general favor among the people
of the Church ; that early in the winter the returns of
the names of subscribers were sufficient, in the judgment of the committee, to justify them in contracting
with Messrs. H. and J. E. Barry for the publication of
the paper; that after various delays, the principal of
which was a failure in the prompt arrival of the type
which had been ordered, the first number was issued in
the first week in llay, 1846, since which time the paper
had been issued regularly once a week : that the Messrs.
Barry were in the contract bound to furnish a printing
office with all necessary fixtures, and to issue in tvorkmanlike style an imperial sheet once a week, to distribute the paper to the town subscribers, and to mail
all the copies which had to pass through the post office.
The committee was bound to furnish printing and
wrapping paper and literary matter and to pay the said
Messrs. Barry one thousand dollars for printing, mailing, and distributing eight hundred copies and to pay
for the press work, mailing, and distribution of any
additional number of copies which might be called for.
Also the Messrs. Barry agreed to discount with the
committee one hundred and fifty dollars for the use of
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three columns of the paper for advertisements to inure
to their own benefit, provided always that no advertisements should be admitted which were inconsistent with
the character of the paper. Payments were to be made
to the publishers in four quarterly installments. The
committee furthermore stated that soon after the last
session of the Conference blr. Stringfield was appointed Agent for the American Bible Society, and that he
withdrew his name from the prospectus soon after its
issuance.
The financial condition of the paper as reported by
the committee was quite encouraging. The whole
amount of the receipts was $1,011.27. The whole
amount ‘of expenditures was $770.50. The balance of
cash on hand was $240.77. The number of copies
issued weekly was 1,150, of which about 150 were
complimented to agents, bishops, preachers, and exchanges. This report was signed by S. Patton and R.
M. Stevens, the name of Timothy Sullins being omitted on account of his sickness at the time.
The Publishing Committee for the following year
consisted of Revs. R. M. Stevens, Miles Foy, and
Mr. Henry Ault.
Visiting committees were appointed to the East Ten‘nessee Female Institute, Hokton College, and Emory
and Henry College. The following were the gentlemen appointed to the East Tennessee Female Institute :
Eon. Luke Lea, Robert €1. Hynds, Esq., s. Patton,
Dr. James J. H. Ramsey, Hon. W. B. Reese, Col. John
Williams, and J. M. Welker, Esq. .I name this list
especially because it shows that the Conference had
adopted the wise policy of utilizing, in connection With
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its educational enterprises, the judgment and influence
of laymen and, indeed, men of the world.
Thomas Stringfield, with his eye always open to the
educational interests of the Church, introduced a resolution, vihich was adopted. requesting the trustees and
faculty of Emory and Henry College to inquire into
the possibility of some arrangement for the education
at the college of the sons of the preachers of the Conference, free of board and tuition. I can say at this
date that no provision in the college for free board to
preachers’ sons has ever been made, but the provision
was made sometime after the adoption of this resolution for free tuition to preachers’ sons. This has been
the practice of the college almost from the beginning.
This discount to the preachers is certainly just, because they have always been active agents of the institution; and it is certainly wise, because it endears
the preachers to the institution, and without their
moral support it is not likely that it could have maintained its existence and usefulnes’s.
Admitted on trial: William XI. Kerr, nriIliam Jones, Larkin W.Crouch, Randolph D. [Yells, U’illiam H. Bates, James
A. Reagan, James N. S. Huffaker, William W.Neal, W. T.
Dowell.
Readmitted : Leander Wilson.
Located: Benjamin F. Wells, John C. Gaston, John D.
Gibson.
Discontinued : Robert A. Young.
Superannuated : Josiah B. Daughtry, John Bowman, Wiley
B. Winton, Thomas Wilkerson, James Cumming, Eli K. Hutsell, James Dixon.
Numbers in society: White, 34,002; colored, 4,069; Indian,
108. Total, 38,179. Decrease, 136.
Local preachers, 310 ; traveling preachers, 96.

THE CONFERENCE OF

1846.

43

Collected for superannuates, etc., $177.57 ; how appropriated,
no report. F o r missions, $1,2%.54. For Sunday school books,
$864.50. For the publication of Xblcs, $bo.

Jolin D.Gibson was, no donl)t, B good man when he
joined thc Conferciicc antl wliile lic remained in i t ;
but he seems to have bectt scizetl with a dcsirc to make
money. Accordingly, lie located anti went into tlic mercantile business. In this hsiness hc was wry energetic ;
but for some reason hc failed, and whilo acting as an
auctioneer in Knoxville lie drank poison tlirough mistake and died bankrupt in Inortc'y antl cliaracter.
That distinguished man, Robert Anderson Young,
was a Holston man, IIe was born in Knox County,
Tenn., Janttary 23, 1824. TTis grantlfather, TIenry
Young, was an Ihglishmarl;, wlia cnniv
America in
the latter part of thc cigliteentli century, landing at
I3altimore. We W R S in affluent circumstances and gave
his children the best ~ ~ ~ ~advantages
~ a taff iortled
~ ~
in this sotintry at that pcriocl. ("aptain John C.Young,
father crl Robert A,? was bora in Orange Cotinty, N.
C., and educated at Chapel E-iiII University. After
graduation he served as a captain in the llnitetl States

army tinder Gen. Andrew Jacksnn. T,atcr ltc rctircti
from the. army and Iocatcd in linox C'ozinty, Tenn.,
whcrc he f:inncd q r to tlic tiriir of his death, in 183r.
Dr. Young's mother was a tlaughtcr of John Hycler, a
~ ~ r o s p e farmer
r ~ ~ i ~of :C rter Cminty, Tenn. She was
a wurnan of strong character and deep piety. On his
sixteenth birthday she "set hint free," telling him, as
he was ~ r ~ ~ s to
~ leave
r i shome,
~ ~ that die had no anxiety as tta his wnPlcluet, Fifty years later, just beforth
her death, she said to him : "12nticrt. X have never Iiad

a

~
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one moment’s anxiety about you since the day I set
you free.”
Dr. Young was converted in August, 1842;and in the
following December entered Washington College, from
which institution he graduated in 1844. After his
graduation he began to study medicine, but from early
childhood he was haunted by an impression that it
would be his duty to preach the gospel. About this
time this impression deepened into a positive conviction, and he applied in a class of twelve for admission
on trial into the Holston Conference in 1845, and was
admitted and appointed to Dandridge Circuit. H e
seems to have been persuaded by Dr. A. L. P. Green
to go West; and accordingly, toward the close of the
Conference year, he left his circuit and went to Middle
Tennessee. He was admitted on trial into the Tennessee Conference in 1848. As to how h e spent this interim of two years, I am not informed. From this
time forward he does not strictly belong to Holston
history. His first work in the Tennessee Conference
was at the Cumberland Iron Works, which charge he
served two years, and during this pastoral term he
received from Jackson College the degree of .Master
of Arts. H e served some of the most responsible
charges in the Tennessee and St.. Louis Cbnferences.
H e declined the presidency of Huntsville Female College. In 1853 he was transferred to the St. Louis
Conference and stationed at First Church in St. Louis.
I n this Conference he spent seven years, but was retransferred to the Tennessee Conference in 1860. I n
1861 he accepted the presidency of Florence University,
Alabama, which position lie held three years. In 1874
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he was elected Financial Secretary of Vanderbilt University. I n 1882 the General Conference elected him
Secretary of the Board of Missions. A t the close of
his term h e traveled in the East. He was six times a
delegate to the General Conference. H e was Secretary
of the Tennessee Conference twenty consecutive sessions. H e was for twenty-eight years Secretary of
the Board of Trust of Vanderbilt University. H e was
for twenty-eight years a member of the Book Committee and for many years its chairman. For several
years before his death he was Regent of Belmont College, in Nashville. Dr. Young was twice married, first
in June, 1847, to Miss Mary A. Kirnmer, who died in
1879. H i s second wife was Mrs. Anna Green Hunter,
youngest daughter of Dr. A. L. P. Green. Both of his
marriages were happy. He died in Nashville, Tenn.,
February 7, 1902. H e died after a brief illness. Before the surgical operation to which he submitted, and
after which h e did not recover consciousness, he talked
freely with his wife and expressed his unshaken faith
in Christ and his readiness to depart and be with him.
His notice in the General Minutes says: “AS a
preacher he was clear, forceful, and commanding. I n
pastoral work he was wise and diligent and showed all
the qualities of a true leader.”
Dr. Young was a tall son of Anak, six feet and seven
inches high. His hair was dark and straight, for he
had a little Cherokee blood in his veins. H e had a
benevolent face and a pleasing manner. H e had as
noble a heart as ever beat in the bosom of a man.
Possessing a prodigious memory and being an omniv:
orous reader and a close observer, he always wrote and
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spoke from a full mind. H e was not possessed of special powers of analysis as a preacher, but his powers.
of illustration were wonderful. H e drew illustrations
from history and all departments of science and liter-’
ature. H e had a strong but musical voice, and h e
spoke readily and fluently. His arguments were of
the popular kind, such as appeal to the common sense
of the masses. H e did not dabble i n metaphysics or
theological speculations. Seeing the truth by intuition,
he drove straight to it; and when he warmed up with
his discussion, he spoke with power and impetuosity.
H e was a man that loved his fellow man, and his personality was surrounded by an aura which made good
men and women feel that in his company they were in
the company of a friend. H e breathed at all times the
atmosphere of love. H e was one of the great men of
the Church, and he would have made a n admirable
bishop. As a business man he was systematic, exact,
and careful. H e had a pride in doing thoroughly everything he undertook; hence he was always in demand, hence the responsible offices which were thrust
upon him from time to time. He was a racy writer.
H e was the author of several works-one o r more of
travel. One of his books, entitled “Personages,” was
a collection of articles originally written by him for the
Home Circle headed “Characters I Have Taken a Pen
To.’’ I remember reading these articles as they appeared in the magazine. They were personal sketches
of remarkable men and women with whom he had
come in contact, and these etchings were the work of
an artist, fair, kindly, lifelike. They showed that Dr.
Young knew people. I n his books of travel he did
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not content himself, like Bayard Taylor, with mere
telltale descriptions of what he saw on the surface.
H e associated the historical events of the world with
what he saw, and strange to say, although the articles
were written as he traveled without books to refer to
for names and dates, he found when he came home that
he had made no mistake regarding names and dates.
William Capers, D.D., was born in South Carolina
January 26, 1790. H e was educated in South Carolina
College, but, leaving before graduation, he began the
study of law. H e was admitted into the South Carolina
Conference in 1808;and after traveling seven years,
he located. H e was readmitted in 1818. H e was a
delegate to the General Conference of 1820. In 1828
he was sent as a fraternal messenger of the Methodist
Episcopal Church to the British Conference. In 1835
he was elected t o the chair of the Evidences of Christianity in Columbia College, South Carolina. But the
atmosphere of the institution was not very congenial
to a Methodist preacher. Persons in the institution
and in the community not at all partial to Methodism
were wont to speak of Professor Capers as Professor
of Religion in the College! Fortunately a more congenial position was soon offered him: the General
Conference of 1836elected him editor of the Southern
Clzristian.Advocate. In 1840he was elected Missionary
Secretary. H e was a member of the General Conference of ISM and took part in the debates of that body.
He was a member of, the Louisville Convention of 1845.
A t the Genera4 Conference of 1846 he was elected a
bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He
died in A x l d ~ S.
~ ~C:,nJanuary
~
29, 1855.
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Bishop Simpson says : “Bishop Capers was gentle
and‘ amiable both in appearance and fact, and was a
smooth and eloquent speaker. As a bishop he was
careful, prudent, and dignified, and he faithfully discharged his duties both to the ministers and the
Church.”’
Eishop Capers presided at the Conference at which
I was received on trial, and also at the Conference at
which I was ordained deacon, sa that I had an opportunity to photograph the man on mind and memory.
H e was truly a great man. His manners were those
of a well-bred gentleman ; his style as a conversationalist and preacher was that of a man of liberal education.
His appearance was patriarchal, reminding one of a
Wesley or a Washington. As to his appearance and
manner I have him constantly associated in my mind
with Judge Benjamin Estille, of l‘irginia, whom I
knew and admired in my youth.
I have read the life of Bishop Capers by Bishop
Wightman. JVightman was a man of learning. In this
biography he says that Capers was not a bookish man.
The latter half of the book ,is autobiographical, and
one cannot but observe the diffettenze between the scholastic style of Bishop Wightman and the simple, natural style of Bishop Capers. The two styles present
an interesting contrast between art and nature, with
the advantage on the side of nature; for (‘a touch of
nature makes us all akin.” In his sermons Bishop
Capers exhibited the same naturalness of style, together with great resources of illustration and with
melting unction.
‘Simpson’s “Cyclopedia of Methodism,” p. 165.

C H A P T E R IV.

1847, 1848, AND 1849 -TWENTYF o u R m , TWENTY-FIFTII,
AKD TWENTY-SIXTH

CONFERENCES 01’

SESSIONS.

TIIE twenty-fourth session of the Conference was
held in Jonesboro, Tenn., beginning October 20, 1847.
Cishop Andrew not being prescnt on tlie first day,
.; Sevier was elected President pro tem. Conaro
Elbert 1
D. Smith was elected Secretary, and W. G. E. Cunnyngliam Assistant Secretary.
A special coiiiiiiittee was appointed to ascertain the
amount tluc the Conference as dividends from the
lhx& Concern at New York and the Chartercd Fund
at l’liilatlclpliia, and to inquire into the propriety and
practicability of adopting meastires to secure those
tlivitlcntls. T h e corunzittce consisted of Samuel Patton, Thomas Stringfield, atid Elbert F. Sevicr. Also a
committee was appointed on tlie Southern nook Concern, and it consisted of George W. Alexander, Charles
W. Cliarlton, and Lcander Wilson.
llishop hii(1rcw took his seat on the sccontl clay.
The following entry in the Minutes I do not try to
explain :
011motion o f thc stcwnrtls thc Canfcr.ctice drew upon the
office of the Nashville Cizristinii Advocate far fifty dollars.

Resolutions indorsing the faithfulness and cfficiency
of Thomas Stringfield as Rgcnt of the American Dible
Society were atloptetl. This indorsement was suggcstctl by certain tlisingeiiuous cfforts that hac1 bccn niatlc
4
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during the year to discredit him with that society. It
was announced that John Bowman had died during the
year. A brief sketch of this veteran may be 'found in
Volume 11. of this work. Bowman was a plain, blunt
man, strictly honest, a man of prayer and fidelity t o
I?is calling. H e was a disciplinarian of the old school,
believing that it was better for an unfruitful branch to
be cut off than to be allowed to rot off. H e lacked the
fluency and passion of the orator, but his sermons were
thoughtful and pointed. H e was a careful financier,
and left some bequests for benevolent purposes.
In a committee of the whole the Conference organized itself into a Bible Society.
The Committee on Dividends of the Book Concern
and Chartered Fund reported that sixteen hundred
dollars from the Book Concern and one hundred and
fifty dollars from the Chartered Fund was due to the
Conference for the past three years, and appointed a
committee to correspond with the Rook Agents of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Manager of the
Chartered Fund for the purpose of securing these dues.
These claims were based upon the'provision in the
Plan of Separation, that in case of the establishment
of an independent connection by the Southern Conferences dividends should be paid to them as heretofore
until the details of the Plan should be finally adjusted.
Accordingly the Conference drew for these amounts ;
but the drafts were not honored, and the €Iolston Conference, together with the other Southern Conferences,
was compelled to provide as well as it could for its
superannuates and its widows and orphans, and t o
await the decision of the Supreme Court of the United
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States in regard to the division of the property of the
original Methodist Episcopal Church.
Admitted on trial: John H. Brunner, John M. McTeer,
James T. Smith, Joseph H. Peck, George W. Renfro, Calvin
W. Bewley, Samuel D. Gaines, Richard A. Claughton, Edward

E. Gillenwaters.

Readmitted : Philip Anderson.
Located : Micajah Southard, Samuel A. Miller, Amos B.
Broyles, John L. Sensibaugh.
Discontinued : Jolin 13. I-T. Yoimg.
Superannuated : Josiah B. Dauglitry, Jnines Cumining, Wiley
B. Winton, Thomas Wilkerson, Eli K. Iliitscll, Janics Dixon,
William C. Graves, Oscar F. Cunninghain.
Died : John Bowman.
Transferred to the Missouri Conference : A. ’ET. Mathes.
Numbers in society : White, 34,346; colored, 3,9r7. Total,
38,263. Increase, 84.
Local preachers, 333 ; traveling preachcrs, 102.
Collcctcd for superannuates, ctc., $297.39. hppropriatctl to
the bishops, $170 ; to Conference claimants, $167.39.
Collected f o r missions, $1,138.07; for Sunday schools, $813.32; for Bibles, $721.

The figures of the Journal add tip for missions
$~,2go.ro,a discrepancy of $152.03.
Allen Harvey Mathes, A.M., was born in Washington County, Tenn., June 2, 1802, near Washington
College, froin which institntion he graduated in 1822.
At that time Rev. Samuel IloaIc, the fofo1imler of the
institntion, was President of it. In the same year, and
before he had cornplctcd thc course, he was married to
Miss Judith 1,oyd McConncll, of Abingdon, Va.’ The
marriage seems to have hcen hurried up by the following circumstancc: Om day Mr. McConnrll,, the
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REV. ALLEN H.MATHES AND WIFE.
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father of Judith, rode up to the house of Mr. Alexander Mathes, the father of I-Iarvey, and inquired for
I-Iarvey, and, being told that he was not at home, he
said : “Well, he will have to come and do something for
Judith ; she is perishing away to nothing.” The couple
had been engaged for some h i e , and they loved very
much.
Mr. Matlies began his teaching career as a member of
the faculty of Washington College in 1823. At the
close of tlie term lie removed to Athens as Principal of
the Athens Seminary. In 1826 he was received into the
Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1830 he removed to
RIadisonville to take charge of the Madisonville Acadcmy. In 183s he was admitted on trial into the I-Iolston
Conference aut1 appointed to the presidency of TTolston
Collcgc, at New hlnrket, Tcnn., which position he held
till his transfer to the Missouri Confcreiice in 1847.
ITe continuecl in edticational work in the West till the
day of his death, which occurred February 18,1859.
Mr. Matlies was a man of robust constitution, large
antl portly, antl weighed two huntlretl and fifty pounds.
Twenty-five ycars of consecutive labor in the sclioolroom, together with pulpit 1xl)ors at quarterly mcetings,
camp’ mcctings, nppoinimciits here ant1 tlicrc, ant1 lectitrcs 011 various iopic.;, hat1 s o s;qyml his fine constitiit ion that lie f;iilctl siitltlctily. Ncvcr tiring, lie Inatle
Et111 proof o f his niinistry. The corntiion people heard
Iiiin g h l l y . T I C lint1 live(1 a most self-sacrificing lifegiving honr(1, tuition, an(l clothing tn ritiml~ersof young
iiicii, ant1 frcc tuition t o ministcrs, wi(lows, antl the
poor, ;tlwnys contrilntting lilmally to the Chnrcli and
cliyxiwing a lilwral hnspitalit!~. TTc always kept a
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prophet’s chamber in his house; no one vias denied
food, raiment, or shelter. For these reasons he died
poor, although his income had usually been good.
hIr. Mathes was a man of superior intellect and excellent scholarship. H e vias a preacher of considerable ability. I have in my possession a published sermon of his on “Pedo-Eaptism Examined,” with a prefixed essay on “The Mask Removed,” and an Appendix
containing historical quotations on the subject of baptism. I t is a neatly printed pamphlet of sixty pages,
duodecimo; J. F. Grant, printer, 1833, Madisonville,
Tenn. I have read portions o f it and find it an able
discussion of the subject.
l l r . hIathes was of Presbyterian stock, descended
from a long line of Presbyterians. He and his good
wife were at first stanch Presbyterians. H o w and why
did they become Methodists? This I xvill leave the late
Major Henry 11. Folsom, of Elizabethton, Tenn., to
tell. In a letter to me he says :
With reference to a letter I had from you sometime since,
and which, by reason of a severe accident to myself a year ago,
I have been unable to answer until now, I have to say that
the facts and incidents about which you inquire occirrred many
year ago and have rested in my own memory ever since. They
were of such interest, however, a s to make a deep impression
on my mind which time has failed to erase, and I will give
them to you to be used as you desire.
Riy first acquaintance and association with Rev. Allen H.
Mathes dates back to the summer of rS46. H e was at that
time the President of Holston College, located at New Market,
Tenn., and I, though a mere boy, was placed under his instruction as a student and received into his family as a boarder.
From that time I knew him personally and intimately until the
closing out of his last term there. Having in the meantime

.
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resigned his position there and perfected his arrangements to

go West, in the spring of 1848 he carried this purpose into
effect. At his urgent and repeated requests I had finally ob-

tained the consent of my parents to accompany him ; and when
he left New Market, I was of the party and became again a
member of his family, which relation continued until late in
the fall of 1849,when I returned home. I n this connection
and with the intimacy between us growing continually, for
there was never a break in it during all these years, I cannot
refrain from saying that in my opinion Mr. Mathes was the
very best man, socially, morally, and religiously, that I ever
knew, a very prince among men in all the walks of life. Before we left Tennessee he had accepted the presidency of
Ebenezer High School, located ten miles north of Springfield,
Mo. I n his early life he had married Miss Judith McConnelI,
of Abingdon, Va., a most lovable, gentle, and devotedly Christian woman, a fitting mate in every respect for such a man.
Both were Presbyterians of the strictest old school-he having
been brought up in that faith under the unflinching traditions
of ancestors farther back than he could remember, and she
having received her religious training at the feet of such giants
of Calvinistic theology as Rev. James McChain, of her own
town, Rev. F. A. Ross, of Kingsport, Tenn., and others whose
guns were ever ready for action and were constantly heard
thundering up and down and across the hills of Southwest
Virginia and East Tennessee in defense of the severe doctrines of Calvin, which they preached in all their purity and
terror.
Early in life Mr. Mathes had assumed the duties and responsibilities of Church membership a t Old Salem Church,
near Washington College, and, after clue preparation, was ordained a minister in the Presbyterian Church, which relation he
maintained for several years. Meantime he had been filling a
professorship in the college and occupying the old brick mansion that had served as a profewor’s home for many years. This
home stood perhaps one handred and fifty yards iiorthwest
of the college building. Immediately between the two buildings there stood a large, low-limbed, spreading white oak tree
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that had looked down on the surrounding landscape and furnished grateful shade for the tired and heated f o r generations
back, a very monarch of the forest, defiant in its strength and
beautiful in its grand proportions. It was, perhaps, about the
third gear of Mr. Mathes’s ministry that the incident o c c y r e d
about which I am now to write, and I desire to state distinctly
that all my information concerning it came from the lips of
both Rfr. and Mrs. Mathes, from whom I had the details over
and over again, and the absolute truth. of which I never €or a
single moment doubted after I heard them tell it. They had
been Presbyterians and he a minister. After I: knew them,
they were earnest Methodists. The incident t o be related
wrought the change and made him a Methodist minister,
earnest and true.
It was an ideal day in the late springtime, a still, dreamy
day when all nature seemed settling down into a dreamy rest.
The birds had hidden themselves beneath the drooping leaves,
their twitteriiigs were hushed and still, the very air itself
seemed to have gone asleep, and.nature rejoiced in the stillness. Mrs. Mathes was sitting beside hcr window fronting
the college building and gazing languidly through the fali:ige
ttward the college, when, without a moment’s notice, there
came from an absolutely clear sky, on the smiling face of
which no sign of a cloud could be seen, a fierce flash and at
the same instant a dcadly crash ; and the old tree, through
whose branches she was looking, Iny shiverid aiitl splintcrctl,
torn t o pieces by the force of a tlreatlftil thuiider1)olt. Mr.
Mathes, attending to his duties in his recitation room, rushed
to his home to find his gentle wife almost in convulsions from
fright at her narrow escape from what she scarccly kncw,
but with the question uppermost in her mind, “If it hili1 1)ccn
I instead of the tree, where would I have had to spend
the eternal ages that lie before me?” and to her horror her
religion only echoed 7uhrrcP She had never heard thc loving
Christ whisper to her soul, “Peace, be still,” and she was afraid.
For weeks and months she brooded over her condition :\q she
came to see it. H e r husband and her pastor sought in vain ta
lead her back t o the truth of the faith she had learned to dirr-
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trust, but their efforts came to nothing, and in such a state of
mind she passed tlic summer. When the time came for nippiiig frosts, falling leaves, and Methodist camp meetings, the
annual iiiceting of that kind for Sulphur Springs, in Washington County, was approaching, arid at her earnest request
ant1 insistence her husband made suitable arrangements for
attending the mecting, and at the Saturday morning appointment thcy coinposed x part of tlie assenibled congregation.
At tlic conclusion of the sermon penitents were jiivited to tlie
altar, aiitl among the iirst to rcspond was Mrs. Mathes. Thc
usual serviccs of stich occasions were hail, and the autliciice
was disiiiisscd. By invitation and the cordial permission of
her husband, she agreed to remain over for the night service,
and there again at tlie proper time she was found among the
pciiitents; but not f o r long, for in a little whiIe her penitence
had chn~igcdto joy, and she was shouting the praises of her
newly fotiiid Saviour, and in hcr 1i:rppy heart the new song
shc 1c;iriicil that night stagccl until shc went to hcnven. The
still, sin:ill voicr lint1 said, “Peace, bc still,” and she was not

afraid.

Aiiotlier year passed, lo licr one of peace am1 joy in her
new faith x i t l love. 1 tcr lift: exempIiiict1 the purity o f her
profc.;hii)ris. ‘I‘n Illr. h1:itlic.s tlie ycnr was one of deep thoright
ant1 srritiiis inqiiiry. ‘I”1wcmnp inceting season cnnx again,
ant1 t lic S:iturd:iy niorniiig scarvice foirrid thein again urider the
oltl slicd nt the camp ground, Sittiiig near the same spot thry
lint1 occuihtl thc p-cvious ycnr. The scrnioiz was profnriritl nritl
powc*rfiil, chising with iiii c:iriwst :uitl loving appw1 t o all t o
eoiiic, :uitl j r i i i t t h c prv:tclic*r on his joitrncy to thc better land,
pr~iiiti~iiig
tlicmi r.ic.tory :rt t l i r cntl.
’lVitIi(int :I iiioiii(’iit t r l hwit:itioti, i n liis calm slid dignified
n7anrr Nr. hlnthc.: nrow frnm his scat and approached the
altar; but in t l i v act o f I.;nceling there a moment of lissitatioil
:urd lie liftctl IiiriisclF t o h i s ftill stature and, with shining
CXII~C~,
fares, tririictl tu tlir ntitlicncc and nririonticed h i s conversion,
atitl t l w e waq j n y on cartti and in hcnvcm In a moment, RImmt, tlic :LrriIs nf h i q Iinppy wife were nkout him, and again
and :IS I r v 7 ~as they iwth lived they journeyed tagether. ARer
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due deliberation, but .with n o unseemly haste, they severed
their former Church relations and became members of the
Methodist Church. Soon afterwards Mr. Mathes was licensed
to preach. And this is why and how he became a Methodist
preacher. H e was able, earnest, and accomplished.

’

This is a touching story and quite flattering to Methodist pride. Major Folsom is mistaken when he says
that Mr. Mathes was licensed to preach by the Methodist Church. H e was received from the Presbyterian
Church in elder’s orders. Some years before the above
was written Major Folsom in conversation told me the
story of, the change of Mr. Mathes from the Presbyterian to the Methodist Church. His health then was
good and his memory retentive, H e said that when
Mr. Mathes determined to join the Methodist Cliurch
he went before his Presbytery, stated his change of
mind, and requested an honorable dismission from the
Church. T h e Presbytery acted magnanimously in the
matter, and not only granted his request, but allowed
him to retain his elder’s parchment. He was therefore received into the EIolston Conference in elder’s
orders. T h e Minutes show negatively that he was
never ordained deacon and elder by the Conference.
The above story is an apt illustration of the ideas of
experimental religion which the Methodists entertained
at that time. It has been stated that Mr. Mathes joined
the Conference in 1838. I take advantage of this date
to insert some matter that ought to have been brought
out earlier in this work-namely, the experience of a
Dutchman, which further illustrates the manner of
experimental religion which prevailed in the Methodist
Church at that period. ‘This man was John Ruble, who
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lived in Carter County, T a n . After his profession of
religion he was a man of sublime piety. Rev. Thomas
111. Morrell heard the experience in the year 1838 at a
love feast held by Revs. Talley and Fulton on Stony
Creek, Carter County. . It was as follows:
When t e Metodists first cooms in our neighporhood, some
beoples say tey mighty pad folks, und some say tey mighty
coot folks; and I tinks I’ll co and hear for myself, and I
coes and kits in t e callery, vere I can see te breacher; and
he breaches along till after a while he says sometin’ tat skeers
me up, and I looks a t him and he looks right a t me. Vell, I
tinks I can be as sassy as he is; I can look at him as long as
he’can look a t me. And he breaches on and tells me every
mean ting I ever tone in my life, and I tinks, “Who tells tat
breacher how badt I foes?” Vell, I tinks o f a n old voman in
te neighporhood, tat she must tell te breacher, and I settle
mit her veil I see her. Tirectly I sees te breacher bekins to
cry. “Tare now,“ I tinks, “tat breacher cryin’ t o tink how badt
I vas.” Ten I bekins to cry, but after a while t e meetin’ preaks
oop. Now, I tinks, eferypody knows how pad I toes, and
tey’ll see me cryin’ here in te meetin’, and I tinks I’ll shust set
still till eferypody’s kone and nopody shall see me. As I
coes home I tinks 1 ought to bray. I sees a pig log outside
te road; and ven I kits tere, I tinks I vi11 bray. Ven I kits
town on my knees, I hear sometin’ behindt me in te leafs, and
I chumps up and coes along agin; and ton’t you tink tat oldt
tevil skeer me oop four o r five times? At last I tinks I vi11
bray if te tevil toes ketch me. Ten after dot I tinks I’ll co
oop to fader’s. When I kits tere, tey’re all cone oop to Proter
ILeiiry’s to meetin’. Vell, I cocs along and I kits in behindt
te door. Tey sings and brays, till after a while I bekins to
feel so badt, I tinks I’ll kit oop and co out; and I findts if
I kits oop, I cooms town agin, arid I shust leans pack 011 te
ped. Zen te meetin’ preaks oop, and I cots home and kethers
oop all tc logs and chunks oop in te head of a holler, where I
coes to bray every evenin’. I intenled to have religion and
nopody slia’n’t know it. I won’t pc like tese noisy Mctodists.
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P u t one evenin’, when I coes oop tere, te Lord plesses my soul,
arid te first ting I knows I’se a hollerin’ “Clory!” shust as
loadt as I could holler. And I ton’t care if all te world hears
me say Clory ! and I says Clory ! now.

.

The effect was electrical, and much excitement and
shouting followed. I have attempted to give the experience in dialect just as it was related to me.
The Conference met in its twenty-fifth session in
Knoxville October 11, 1848, Gisbop Robert Paine presiding and C. D. Smith acting as Secretary.
Communications were received from the Book Agent
at Richmond, Va., E. Stevenson, Assistant Book Agent
at Louisville, Ky., and the Assistant Book Agent at
Charleston, S. C., and referred to the proper committees. I copy these items from the Minutes to show that
nuclei of a Southern Methodist Publishing House had
been establislied. The Church at that time had no
printing establishment, and the Book Agents were only
publishers, and they let the printing of the Connection
to publishing houses not belonging to the Church.
A cominunicatioii was also received from E. Stevenson, Secretary of the Parent Missionary Society, sliowing that the new Connection hac1 started oat with the
missionary spirit and a missionary organization. A t
this session the Confuence organized itself into a
missionary society as it did at the last, and for many
years this was the rule.
.u I copy the following paragraphs from the journal:
The vote by which Thomas Stringfield’s character was
passed was, on motion, reconsidered and left to further
consideration, whcrcupon a set of resolutions calling on Mr.
Joseph L. King, of Knoxville, for charges against him made

62

HOLSTON METHODISM.

by some unknown person to the Bible House a t New York
touching his agency, were adopted.
On motion, the case of Brother Stringfield was called UP,
and a communication from Joseph L. King in reply to one
sent him by the Secretary of the Conference transmitting a
preamble and resolutions calling for complaints said t o be
lodged in the hands of Mr. King from the Bible House in
New York, where they had been made by some unknown
person, to this Conference, was received, Mr. King declining
t o give up said papers containing said complaints on account
of injunctions authorizing him to do so only on the concurrent
consent of the accusers and the accused; and, on motion,
Thomas Stringfield's character was passed.
On motion, the Secretary of the Conference was instructed
to forward a copy of the proceedings of our body in the case
of Brother Stringfield to the Corresponding Secretary of the
American Bible Society.

...

...

If I have been correctly informed, the complaints
came from Strawberry Plains and were instigated by
sectarian spite. I believe I have the name of the accuser; but for the sake of his posterity, I will not
divulge it. The whole procedure of stabbing in the
dark, publishing the accusations, and yet refusing to
give the name of the accuser, and declining to furnish
the text of the complaints, was an infamous affair which
the Conference summarily rebuked by the passage of
the character of the accused. The gist of the accusations, I learn, was that Mr. Stringfield was attending
to his private business' and neglecting the work of his
agency. No one was rash enough to assail his moral
and religious character. The charges, such as they
were, were false and malicious.
A committee consisting of T. Sullins, E. E. Wiley,
and David Adams was appointed to report on the con-
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dition of the Methodist Episcopalian. The report
showed that the paper was in debt to the amount of
$541.45. The committee discussed the question of the
suspension of the paper, and took the ground that its
publication should be continued for the following reasons: That the doctrines and discipline of the Church
in Holston were being violently assailed by its enemies,
that the Church needed an organ for its defense, and
that the controversy was too local to admit of free and
particular discussion in the General Conference papers.
The report asserted that Dr. Patton not only edited the
paper, but conducted its business in detail. His reappointment was requested and $100 allowed him for
clerk's hire. This report was adopted with a resolution
pledging the moral and financial support of the Conf erence.
I knew Dr. Patton personally, and I now know that
to devolve the editorship and business management of
the paper upon a man of his temperament and physical
constitution meant decline and death within a few
years.
At this session (1848) the Conference resolved to
establish a high school at Strawberry Plains. Creed
Fulton, who at the time was President of Holston College, not satisfied with the outlook of that institution,
had consulted with Thomas Stringfield, and the two
had agreed that a high school ought to be established
at the Plains. A lot was accordingly procured from
Mr. Stringfield for the building, money was raised,
and a two-story brick college building arid a brick
boarding house were erected; and Mr. Fulton, resigning the presidency of ISolston College, was appointed

'
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Superintendent of Strawberry Plains High School.
Mr. Fulton managed the finances of the institution and
superintended its interests generally, but depended
upon his assistants, Profs. John Winniford, Joseph H.
Price, and James S. Kennedy, for the literary conduct
of the school. All these were graduates of Emory and
Henry College. Professor Winniford was a son of
Mr. George Winniford, who superintended the erection
of the buildings of Emory and Henry College, and lie
was a brilliant young man. Professor Price was a
brother of the writer. H e eventually moved to Texas,
where he taught and engaged in farming. I n middle
life he became a local preacher. His widow and some
of his children still live in Texas.
Some years after the opening of the school it was
dubbed “college.” The school had several Presidents
after this, but I cannot give the order. They were:
Rufus K. Scruggs, John H. Brunner, Thaddeus P.
Thomas, James S. Kennedy, David Sullins, and Richard L. Kirkpatrick. There was no lack of students;
there were Lisually as many as could be accommodated.
The school was suspended near the beginning of the
Civil War. Subsequently the land fell into the hands
of a joint stock company, picked men. The members
of the company having died, the Stringfield heirs gave
a quitclaim to the lot for $250, which money they
turned over to the missionary cause.
On Sunday of the Conference Bishop Paine ordained
twenty-nine deacons and fifteen elders, local and traveling.
The Conference drew on the Nashville Clzvistiafi
Pdvocate for seventy-five dollars.
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Admitted on trial : Ambrose G. Worley, Hamilton Wilson,
William H. Kelly, John H. Hoge.
Readmitted : James Y. Crawford, Lemuel C. Waters.
Located: Stephen W. Earnest, Joseph B. Daughtry, J. B.
Lawson.
Superannuated : Robertson Gannaway, Thomas Wilkerson,
Eli K. Hutsell, James Dixon, William C. Graves, Stephen D.
Adams, David Adams.
Died: Oscar F. Cunningham.
Traveling preachers, 97.
Numbers in society : White, 36,695; colored, 3,931. Total,
40,626. Increase, 2,363.
Collected f o r superannuates, etc., $303.S3. Appropriated to
bishops, $170 ; to Conference claimants, $133.83.
Collected f o r missions, $1,600.26 ; for Sunday school books,

$465.55.

The missionary figures do not include the anniversary c01lection at the Conference.

My statement of numbers in society does not agree
with the figures in the General Minutes, but my figures
are taken from the Conference Journal. Besides, in
the General Minutes the number of local preachers is
added to the membership, which, I am sure, is a mistake, as the names of local preachers were always recorded in the class books in the lists of members of the
Church, and the local preachers, therefore, are probably counted twice in the General Minutes.
At the first General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, two men were elected bishops-William Capers, D.D., and Robert paine, D.D.
Dr. Paine was born in Person County, N. C., U
L ovember 12, 1799. H e removed to Tennessee in early life,
and was admitted on trial into the Tennessee Conference in 1818. His learning and talents secured liim

5
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some of the most prominent pastoral appointments till
1830,when he was elected President of L a Grange College, Alabama. He remained at the head of this institution till 1846,when he was promoted to the episcopacy.
H e was a member of every General Conference from
1824to 1844. He took an active part in the debates and
the legislation of the General Conference of 1844. H e
was chairman of the committee of nine which reported
the Plan of Separation. H e was a member of the
Louisville Convention of 1845. After his election to
the bishopric, he traveled extensively, supervising the
Church. H e was the author of “The Life and Times
of Bishop McKendree,” a work of great literary merit.‘
Bishop Paine suffered greatly in his declining years.
H e labored on his biography of Bishop McKendree
when sickness and feebleness would have suggested
rest. “His last days were full of peace and holy triumph. Almost a book could be fillecl with expressions
of wisdom as well as of joy which fell from his lips during the last few months of his life.”a When speaking
of dying, he said: “I have no fear of death as to its
results, but I dread the physical suffering which must
attend the dissolution of soul and body.” I-Ie frequently requested his friends to pray that he might be
delivered from great bodily suffering in his last moments. His wishes and the prayer of his friends were
answered, for he died without a struggle or a groan
October 19,1882. A most excellent biography of the
bishop was written by his friend, Rev. R. FI. Rivers.
‘Simpson’s “Cyclopedia of Methodism,” p. 6g0.
‘Rivers’s “Life of Bishop Painc,” p. 307.
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Mr. Rivers, in summing up the character of this great
and good man, presents the following points : H e “as
a man of indomitable energy ; was possessed of inflexible firmness; was as brave as he was firm; was possessed of magn?nimity of the highest order; was a
writer of more than drdinary merit ; was a man of considerable scientific attainments, especially in geology ;
was a gospel preacher in the fullest sense ; was a great
bishop ; and, as the crowning fact, was a Christian.
Bishop Paine was above the average in size, broad
through the shoulders, and built more for strength
than for activity. As a preacher he was more of a
philosopher than an orator. His style was terse and
sententious. In one of his talks which I heard, he
alluded to the charge that the Methodist bishops were
tyrants and crushed the preachers, and he said: “I
would rather be crushed than to crush.” H e was a
man of great kindness and sympathy. At the Conference of 1855 I requested my presiding elder to have
me removed from Rogersville Station, which was not
able to support a married man, but I was reappointed
to that station all the same. After the adjournment of
the Conference, I went to Bishop Paine, who had presided, and said: “Bishop, why did you reappoint me to
Rogersville, which is not able to support a married
preacher?” H e replied : “Your presiding elder is to
blame for not fully representing your case to me.”
But gently patting me on the back, he said : “GO along,
brother, and do the best you can.”
Oscar F. Cunningham was born in Grayson County,
Va., May I, 1813. H e embraced religion and joined
the Church in his youth. H e was admitted into the
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Holston Conference in 1834. The fact of his admission is not mentioned in the General Minutes, but it is
named in the Conference Journal and among the appointments in the General Minutes. His first appointment was to Jonesboro Circuit as junior under David
A4dams. H e located in 1839 ;but not satisfied with the
local relation, he returned to the Conference in 1840Beginning with the Conference of 1843, he was a presiding elder for four years, two years on Athens District and two on Rogersville District. He was superannuated in 1847, and died June 15, 1848.
I have a distinct recollection of Mr. Cunningham.
He was spare and rather tall. H e had the mouth and
voice of an orator. H e was a fine preacher. I heard.
him preach a t Emory and Henry College when I was
about fifteen years old. I was too young to be a judicious critic, but his sermon was to me wonderfully perspicuous and fascinating. H e had a musical voice and
sometimes sang with excellent effect a solo just before
preaching. His favorite solo was the one he sang just
before he breathed his last.
A few days before Mr. Cunningham left the world
his physician informed him that he must die. T o a
brother itinerant who visited him he said: “Tell my.
brethren that I died as near my post as I could.” At
the close of the following Sabbath he said he had never
spent so pleasant a Sabbath on earth. He communed
with his friends shortly before his departure, called
his family around him, and, after exhorting them to
live ia the service of God and commending his afflicted
and much-distressed companion and dear little, helpless children to God, he bade them an affectionate
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farewell. After he had become so much exhausted as
to be unable to talk freely, he often raised his hand in
token of victory. -4fter a sinking spell he revived and
sang that beautiful hymn beginning,
“Arise my sod, and stretch thy wings.’”

I knew well Rev. Bennett K. Cunninghain, a brother
of Oscar. H e was a local preacher, and spent most of
his life in teaching. If I am not mistaken, he spent his
last days in Rutledge, Tenn. H e was a man of superior
intellect and of great purity of life. Miss Polly Cunningham, of Glade Spring, Va., was a sister of Oscar
and Bennett, and such was her Christian character and
useful life that she is still remembered in that section
with great affection.
I n “Sketches of Former Days,” by Robertson Gannaway, is made the following mention of Oscar Cunningham :
We took in Jonesboro on our way, and I spent several days
with our brother 0. F. Cunningham, the first year of his itineracy. I had traveled there before. Brother Cuiiningham was

.

a good deal embarrassed when he first started, and made at
times a bungling out, so much so that some young people of
the circuit said that if his text had the sinallpox his sermon
wonld be in very little danger of catching it. But by intense
study and indefatigable labor he in a very few years made one
31 oiir vcry best preachers.

Dr. Brunner was appointed to the Athens Circuit in
1848. R e there found a worthy local preacher, John
EIayl, the grandfather of the late Judge John B. Hoyl,

of CIeveland, Tenn. H e was a native of South Caro’Gmeral Minutes.
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lina, and raised a large and influential family, all working members of the Methodist Church. H e was very
eccentric, but as just as hristides. His sense of the
ludicrous was keen, and while preaching he often provoked laughter in his audience without intending to
do so. He used to tell this joke on hiinself: One day he
borrowed a gun of 11:s son and went duck-hunting.
His son warned him that the gun kicked. While crossing Chestua Creek on a log he espied a duck; and just
as he raised his gun to shoot he called to mind what
his son had told him, and as he pulled the trigger he
leaned forward a little to avoid being kicked backward
into the water. But the gun snapped, and he fell forward into the creek, getting an involuntary immersion.
How the sober, staid, well-balanced John B. Hoyl
happened to spring from this eccentric ancestor I cannot divine. But I knew Judge Iloyl intimately. H e
had the moral integrity of his ancestor but none of his
eccentricities.
The Conference met in its twenty-sixth session in
Cleveland, Tenn., October I I, 1849, Bishop Andrew
President, and E. F. Sevier and MI. G. E. Cunnyngham, Secretaries. Revs. Mann, Simmons, Turner, and
Thomas, of the Georgia Conference, were welcomed as
visitors and invited within the bar.
The Conference directed the Board of Stewards to
draw on the Nashville Christian Advocate for one hundred dollars.
Delegates to the ensuing General Conference, to
meet in St. Louis, Mo., were elected as follows: Samuel Patton, Charles Collins, James Atkins, Conaro D.
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Smith, William Hicks, and William H. Rogers. Reserves : R. M. Stevens and Thomas Stringfield.
Resolutions on the subject of collecting material for
a history of Holston Conference were offered by S.
Patton and adopted. This seems to have been the first
move in that direction. But so far as I can learn
nothing valuable was ever clone on that subject till 1866,
when a historical society was organized. When Dr.
Cunnyngham began his work aghistorian, he found no
material accumulated anywhere, except in the official
records of the Conference, in such magazines and newspapers, secular histories and diaries of the preachers as
he could find, and in verbal traditions. This meager
and desultory source of information is less to be regretted when we bear in mind that one of the greatest
services rendered the historical writer and historical
reader is oblivion, which while seemingly a misfortune
is really a blessing ; for while it diminishes the amount,
it increases the quality of historical material on the
principle of the survival of the fittest.
O n motion, the General Conference delegates were
instructed to oppose any change in the Discipline on
the subject of slavery. This action, which represented
the spirit of the Southern Conferences generally, was
an evidence in addition to evidence already adduced
that the Church, South, was satisfied with the Discipline as it was on the question of slavery, and that the
Korthern Conferences were the revolutionary party in
1844; just as the Southern States were satisfied with
the Federal Constitution as it was, and in the War
between the States the Northern States were really the
revolutionary party.
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Admitted on trial: Elkanah H. King, Newton C. Edmondson, Wiley F. Parker, John C. Hyden, John illl. ‘Varnell, W‘illiam W. Hargraves, Ransom M. Moore, William J. .Witcher,
Riley A. Giddens.
Readmitted : Jesse Cunnyngham.
Located : William Sturges, John W. Thompson, Jackson S.
Burnett, Andrew Gass, John Alley, William D. Snapp.
Discontinued : John H. Hoge.
Superannuated : John Barringer, Robertson Gannaway,
Thomas Wilkerson, Eli K. Hutsell, James Dixon, Stephen D.
Adams, David Adams, Jesse Cunnyngham.
Numbers in society: White, 33,111; colored, 3,466; Indian,
158. Total, 36,735. Decrease, 3,891.
Local preachers, 313 ; traveling preachers, 102.
Collected for superannuates, no report ; for missions, $ I , ~ o . 25; for Bibles, $2,600; for Sunday school books, $473.90.
The Conference Journal reports for Sunday schools $699.72.

William Sturges was. an earnest, honest preacher,
whose sermons were characterized by the vocule at the
the end of his sentences. H e lived and died in Smyth
County, Va.
John W. Thompson began his itinerant career abreast
of Stephen D. Adams. Both were men of unusual
gifts. Thompson had a paralytic stroke in advanced
life.. A t ~ h i sbest he was an eloquent preacher. *
John Alley was above the average in talent. He lived
in Sequatchee Valley. H e was a man of prudence and
great piety. While a meeting was in progress at Henninger’s Chapel, in 1853, he arose one morning at the
home of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Kirkland, and walked
the floor for half an hour, laughing for joy. The laugh
was irrepressible.
Jackson S. Burnett really deserves a biography. IFe
was reared in East Tennessee. His educational ad-
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vantages were limited, but he became a good English
scholar. While a member of the Conference he stood
high as a preacher and gentleman. For many years he
was a useful local preacher and a successful merchant.
He reared an excellent family. His first wife, the
mother of his children, was a daughter of Mr. J a m s
M. Alexander, of Euncombe County, N. C. H e was
married four times. His last few years were spent in
pastoral work. H e had some first-class charges; among
them Church Street, Knoxville, and Central Church,
Asheville. As a speaker he was elegant in style, fluent
in utterance, trenchant in criticism, and of great emodona1 power. .
When extreme Western North Carolina was taken
from Holston to become a part of the Western North
Carolina Conference, in ISgo, Mr. Burnett fell into tbat
-Conference and remained in it to the day of his death;
but he never lost his affection for his brethren of
.Holston. A short time before his death he sent to the
Holston Conference a check for one hundred dollars
to be added t o the fund for Conference claimants. The
Minutes of the Western North Carolina Conference
contain a handsome memorial of this good man, from
which I take the following paragraph :

I

’

He was a man of quick perceptions, refined sentiment,
courteous disposition, faultless taste, alert sensibilities, rich
sympathies? liberal conceptions, and good power of generalization. As a preacher Brother Burnett had peculiar endowments and resources. His style was terse, energetic, and racy.
No estimate of what he accomplished by his ministry can be
just without taking into account t h e fact that his early oppor. tunities were almost nothing. H e said that his schooldays
.were so few and unimpressive as to have left scarcely a mem-
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ory of themselves in his mind. After a few years of uneventful farm life he was called to a mercantile clerkship on
account of his integrity and native brightness. After a few
more years, filled with the care and labor of a merchant, he
went into the ministry, and within five years was able to occupy
with distinction some of the best and most cultivated places in
the Conference. I-iis conviction was deep, his conversion clear,
and his growth in every Christian grace constant and solid.
The sun of his great life went down without a cloud and left
a supernal radiance on all circles it had touched.

My father lived within the bounds of Abingdon
Circuit, and Brother Burnett traveled it when I was
quite a boy. H e occasionally stopped with us during
the year, and I remember very distinctly his genial and
gentlemanly demeanor, as well also as his studious
habits. At one visit he was poring over Samuel Johnson’s “Lives of the Poets,’’ a work of high literary
.merit, and he occasionally called the attention o f the
family to some of the beauties of that work.
I often met with him when he was merchandising at
what is now named Alexander. Though a busy man,
%e preached often in various parts of the country, and
the people who dealt with him were his most respectful
and attentive hearers. As a local preacher he exerted
a gracious and extensive influence in the section where
he lived.
John H. Hoge was a large part of his life a citizen
of Bland County, Va. H e was a man of superior natural endowments, had a strong physical frame and a
large brain; but he gave himself more to business and
pleasure than to study. H e was a many-sided man,
followed a number of emptoyments, and therefore became distinguished in no one line. H e was preacher,
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farmer, lawyer, physician, and speculator in live stock.
While living in Wise County, Va., he performed a surgical operation which of itself would entitle a man to
fame. In a very serious and critical case of obstetrics a
consultation was called. It was agreed that the only
hope of the woman was what is known as the Czsarean
operation. This operation was suggested by Dr. Hoge,
and he insisted that it should be performed. The other
doctors declined to assume any responsibility for such a
dangerous experiment and withdrew from the case and
left. Dr. Hoge, left alone, bravely assumed the responsibility and performed the operation, saving both the
mother and the child. Dr. Hoge’s education and experience as a physician were limited. He t a d nothing
but a country practice, and that too in a sparsely settled section. Hence this case, wllich defied precedents
and analogies, was an illustration of the power of
genius.,
A few words about the origin of Bradley County and
the city of Cleveland, which have taken such a noble
part in the entertainment of the Conferences. This
section belonged to the Cherokee Indians up to a comparatively recent date. Among them there were two
parties, the Ridge and Ross parties. The Ridge party
favored the policy of transferring the territory to the
United States; the Ross party, headed by John Ross,
the chief, bitterly opposed the transfer. The principal
men of the Ridge party met at Red Clay, a few miles
west of where Cleveland now stands, and formally
signed a treaty making the transfer. This was regarded as an act of treason by the Ross party, and they
resolved to put the traitors to death. This resolution
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brought on a bloody strife. Assassinations were common. Jack Walker, whose father had been an old
chief, and who lived about three miles east of Cleveland, was one of the council a t Red Clay, and as he was
going home he was ambushed and shot. H e rode on
,home, a distance of eight miles, but died from the
effects of the wound a few days later. The men who
shot him were arrested and placed in jail at Athens,
Tenn., but Judge Keith discharged them on the ground
that the case did not come under his jurisdiction.
The Ridge Treaty was signed in 1834, and the governm5nt recognized it as valid, and SO settled the question. I n 1836 the Ross party gave in. This treaty
gave our government a large scope of country, em.bracing portions of North Georgia, North Alabama,
,North Mississippi, and Lower East Tennessee. T h e
portion lying in East Tennessee south of Hiwassee
River was called the Ocoee District. Bradley County
was carved out of this district, and included what is
,now Polk County and a part of what is now James
.County. Immediately after the final settlement of the
ownership of the territory Generals Wool and Scott
went through the nation gathering up the Indians in
view of their removal to the Indian Territory.
The Legislature of 1837 ordered a survey of Ocoee
District. The lands were put upon the market for the
.first four months a t $7.50 per acre, and then $5 dollars; later as low as $2 and $I. The last sales were
made in 1841 at one cent per acre.
Bradley County was organized in May, 1836. Andrew Taylor’s place was selected for the seat of justice
and named Cleveland after a Revolutionary hero.
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Cleveland is situated on a watershed. Most of the
county is drained by streams running north into Hiwassee River, which finds its way to the Gulf of Mexico through the Mississippi River, while the waters
that rise a few miles east of Cleveland enter the Gulf
by the Alabama and Mobile Rivers.
The first circuit court of Bradley County was organized by Judge Charles E. Keith.
Missionaries entered the Ocoee District several years
before the removal of the Indians. The Methodists
were first. Dr. John B. McFerrin was early on the
ground; and Henry Price, a local preacher, lived in
the nation and could and did preach in Cherokee. Elijah Still was appointed to Hiwassee Mission in 1834.
Newtown District comes upon the Conference map in
1835 with David B. Cumming as presiding elder and
mission appointments as follows :
Chattanooga, C. Stump; Spring Place, M. E. Hawk; Newtown, A. N. Ross, Elijah E. Still; Hiwassee, B. McRoberts;
Valleytown, -4.Campbell; Coontown, J. F. Root; Othcalooga,
J. Boston; J. Fields, Interpreter.
Spring Place Mission probably included the territory
which afterwards became Bradley County. Hence the
tradition that Madison J. Hawk was the first circuit
rider for the white people in Bradley County. Cleveland Circuit, so'named, appears in the appointments for
the first time in 1836, with Charles K. Lewis as incumbent. The district embracing this circuit was at first
named Newtown, then La Fayette, and later Athens.
Cleveland was in Cleveland Circuit till the year 1855,
when Grinsfield Taylor was appointed to Cleveland .
Station. . The writer followed him in 1856. .
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Cleveland was laid offand the streets were surveyed
by John C. Kennedy upon the land occupied by Andrew
Taylor, who had come into the nation a few years previously and had married a Cherokee woman. The
Rosses, Ridges, Vans, and Walkers, who were either
full o r half-breed Cherokees, married white women,
and the white men who went early into the nation
generally married Indian women.
The first Churches organized in the town were organized by the Methodists and Presbyterians in 1837.
The first Methodist Church was organized by Charles
K. Lewis, who at the time was in charge of Cleveland
Circuit, and the Presbyterian Church by Rev. James
Tedford. Services were held in the courthouse till
1840, when each denomination built a frame church.
I n 1849 the Methodists and in 1857 the Presbyterians each built a brick house. I n 1859 the Cumberland Presbyterians built a brick church, and the Baptists completed a similar work in 1867. In 1873 John
H. Craigmiles built a beautiful church for the Episcopalians, and later the Christians (Campbellites) built
a frame church. After the Civil War the Methodist
Episcopal Church organized a congregation and built
a small brick house.
In the Centenary Movement of 1883 Rev. George R.
Stuart, then in charge of Cleveland Station, undertook
t o raise money for the erection of a female college in
Cleveland. H e succeeded in raising in cash and valid
subscriptions $20,000,with which a handsome central
building was erected. Afterwards wings were added,
.and it is now one of the best college buildings in the
country. Dr. David Sullins, then President of Emory

.
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and Henry College, was elected President. With
Professors George R. Stuart and Joseph Stubblefield
and some lady assistants he opened the school in September, 1885. T h e school has been liberally patronized,
and is still in a flourishing condition. I n 1907 the
central building was destroyed by fire ; but through the
liberality of Cleveland friends and some others, it was
rebuilt on a larger scale. The school is. now (199)
under the joint presidency of J. W. Repass and Dr.
Sullins.'
The Methodist Church in Cleveland has been strong
all the while, and our best preachers have been appointed to it from time to time. The laity have been wellto-do in worldly matters and at the same time deeply
pious and consistent in their lives.
The town of Cleveland is one of the most beautiful
and flourishing towns of the State, Manufactories of
various kinds have been established, such as a woolen
mill, a stove foundry, a chair factory, a coffin factory, a knitting factory, two door and blind factories,
a large flouring mill, two canning establishments, a
creamery, two ice factories, two meat markets, two
banks, waterworks, electric plant, etc. The city has
now ( r y g ) over eight thousand inhabitants.
When I had charge of the Cleveland Station, in
1856-57,my class leader was a Mr. Delano, whose wife
was a daughter of Mrs. Walker, the widow of Jack
Walker. Mrs. Walker was then living and was a white
woman and an excellent lady. Her daughter, Mrs.
'At the present date (1912) Rev. Barney Thompson is
President of the institution.
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Delano, was a model of refinement and a genuine
Christian. Delano was one of the best men I ever
knew and exerted a gracious religious influence in the
community. The writer was appointed to Cleveland
Station in 1856, and he and family spent the first few
days of their stay in Cleveland at the Delano Hotel.
Mr. Delano died during this Conference year. I wrote
‘
his obituary notice, and extract from it as follows :
Loreiizo Delano, son of Peleg Delano, was born in Partland, Me., July 11, 1816. H e joined the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, and was baptized in Cherokee Nation, Ark., in
March, 1847. A few niotiths prior to taking these importarit
steps he was married while engaged in business in that country. In 1852 he removed to Ohio, and two years afterwards
came to Cleveland, Tenn. Here he was engaged in public
business up to the hour of his dissolution, being part of the
time proprietor of a public house known as Ocoee House, part
of the time engaged in selling goods, and at his death’was depot
agent of the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad and proprietor of a splendidly conducted railroad hotel. In all these
capacities he gained a reputation for promptness, energy, politeness, and unflinching integrity that few ever attain. Indeed, he was eminently a servant of the public, living and
laboring for the benefit of his species. No death in this
community ever produced a deeper and more general emotion,
as was evidenced by the long procession of Masons, Odd Fellows, and Sabbath school scholars, together with about five
hundred citizens, which followed his remains to the grave. As
superintendent of the Sabbath school he was a model of fidclity ;
as class leader he was always a t his post, unless providentially
hindered; as a Christian his piety was deep, consistent, and
uniform. In his private business, in his personal expenditures,
he was perhaps ,sufficiently economical ; but when the claims of
religion and benevolence were presented, his liberality knew
no limits but an empty purse and the demands of justice., He.
lived for the Church, and he gave freely to’proinote its in-
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terests. While the whole commuiiity deplores the loss of so
good a man, his bereaved family a r e the principal sufferers.
They were best acquainted with the sterling virtues of the
husband and father. No man was ever more devoted to his
family o r possessed a greater share of the milk of human
kindness, the essential basis of all domestic enjoyment.
.
H e was taken seriously ill of pneumonia on May IO, 1557;and
on Friday morning, the rgth, at three o‘clock his sanctified spirit returned to God, who gave it. A short time before he died,
being told that his end was near and being asked what were
his spiritual prospects, his terse and expressive reply, characteristic of the inan, was: “Death has no terrors for me.”
Having often associated with Brother Delano in the social circle, in the prayer meeting, and in the classroom, as well as in
the more public forms of worship, I should have been greatly
astonished had his encounter with the last enemy been characterized by less composure or less confidence in his Redeemer.

. .

The follo~7ingnotice of Col. John Ross is taken
froin the Chattanooga Tiitzes:
Through the accidental finding in the CQrnegie Library of

an old antebellum picture, the Tiiizes is enabled to show to
the world how a noted man looked in his prime. His fathcr,
John Ross, built just this side of the Georgia line a large log

dwelling, which still stands. That and a blacksmith shop
constituted the Rossville so famous in the Chickamauga cainpaign. Long before the war Ross’s Landing, at the foot of the
present Market Street, was the predecessor of Chattanooga.
Col. John Ross is the well-known principal chief of the
Cherokee nation. As his face indicates, he is a gentleman of
strong and well-cultivated intellect. He is a native Cherokee;
but his complexion is fair, and no one would, from appearance, judge him to be closely connected by blood with the
aborigines of America. I-Iis father, Mr. John ROSS,
was a
Scotchman by birth, a man of general intelligence and accomplished manners. H e settled among the Indians at an early
period of his life, and married a native, who was, perhaps,
one-quarter Cherokee. Mr. Ross brought up a large family
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and, being a man of means, spared no pains in their education.
His Sons were all men of respectable attainments and his
daughters accomplished women.
Colonel Ross was from his youth a man of sober habits,
thoughtful and meditative. H e soon became a favorite in his
nation and was honored with high positions. Before the
Cherokees removed West he was elected principal chief. The
iiiterests of the nation occupied most of his time; and no chief,
president, o r governor more intensely studied or more assiduously Iabored to protect the rights and promote the welfare
of his fellow citizens than did Colonel Ross. Under his wise
administration the Cherokees rapidly advanced in civilization.
Agriculture, the mechanical arts, the education of the youth,
and a wholesome system of jurisprudence marked their progress.
Not the least important step forward was the reception of
the gospel by the Cherokees. And here the people had the
approval of their wise and patriotic leader. Mr. Ross was
always favorably inclined toward the Christian religion, and
long before he left the East his house was open to the missionary as a place of public worship. H e is now a devoted
and faithful Christian and a n active member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, and is exerting a most saIutary iufluence upon his people.
Comely in person, grave and dignified in manner, well
informed in matters pertaining to government, and possessing
large intelligence on general subjects, he commands the respect
of the most enlightened statesmen of our country. In his
domestic relations he is kind, gentle, and happy. One occupying his position and filling tip his measure with such perfection has not failed to accomplish much good. Perhaps fcw
men in the present century have done more for their nation
than has this distinguished chief. Among the great men of
America the future historian will assign to Colollel Ross a
prominent position.
Many of the facts of this article were first printed in the
Home Circle in 1859.

CHAPTER V.
CONFERENCES
OF 1850 AND 1851.

THE twenty-seventh session of the Conference was
held in Abingdon, Va., beginning October 2, 1850,
Bishop Capers President, agd David R. Mchnally
Secretary. This is the Conference at which the writer
was received into the traveling connection. From this
time forward he mingles as an associate with the
Holston preachers and becomes a personal witness of
many things he shall say of them.
The committee appointed at the last Conference to
collect and arrange the files of the Conference reported
as follows:
W e have examined the old trunk, and found its contents,
with some exceptions, in such a condition as rendered the
construction of an accurate file of them wholly impracticable.
W e are utterly unable to find any files of papers whatever for
the years 1824,1825, and 1828. In addition to this fact, we
found many papers in promiscuous rolls and without date.
Also we have been unable to find any Journal of the Conference prior to the year 1836. According to the authority conferred upon us, we have procured a trunk a t a cost of $2 for
the future use of the Conference. In view of all the facts, we
offer for the action of the Conference the following resolution:
Resolved, That this Conference will not receive and adopt
any paper designed for its regular files unless it be properly
dated and signed officially or otherwise as may be most proper.
ResoZved, That this Conference require all brethren among
its members who shall write any instrument which may belong
to the Conference files to write such instrument with good,
durable ink.
C. D. SMITH,
W. G. E. CUNNYNGHAM.
ARTNCDON,
VA.,October 2, 1853.

-
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The primitive Church published a book entitled “The
Acts of the Apostles.” Some one has suggested another book to be entitled “The Resolutions of the
Preachers.” This would evidently be a voluminous
book, full of holy but stillborn purposes. These resolutions seemed to have been soon forgotten, and the
Conference trunk has many dateless documents
which cannot be referred to any particular year. Thus
much important history has gone under the wave of
oblivion. I am happy to say, however, that the Journal
embracing the minutes of the Conferences from 1824
to 1836,were eventually found and are now in the Conference trunk.
Fortunately for the Church, the Secretaries have for
a long time been in the habit of recording in the Journal all the proceedings of the Conference, including the
reports of the committees. This is slavish work, and
it would be right, I think, to provide a reasonable
financial compensation for such drudgery.
The General Conference of 186G adopted the following resolutions :
Resolved, fiipst,That the Secretaries of the several Annual
Conferences be and are hereby instructed to record in their
Conference Journals respectively all the acts of the Conference of every kind whatever in consecutive order of their occurence, o r in an appendix; especially of all complaints, charges,
and specifications, with the decisions in all such cases ; and also
of all resolutions, reports of coinmittees, statistics, memoirs of
deceased ministers, the appointments of preachers, and whatever else enters into and constitutes a complete historical record of each annual session.
Resolved, second, That the several Annual Conferences be
and they are hereby instrticted to require their Secretaries to
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conform their Journals to the plan indicated in the preceding
resolution.

This was a wise enactment ; and while it has devolved
great labor upon the Secretaries, it has prevented the
scattering and the loss of Conference documents such
as is complained of above.
Bishop Capers was requested to deliver a memorial
sermon of Bishop Bascom, which he did on the Sabbath of the Conference. A t the General Conference
of 1850, held in St. Louis, Mo., Henry Biddleman
Bascom was elected a bishop of the Church, but in a
short time thereafter he died of cholera. H e was a
Christian and a gentleman of high type and one of
the greatest orators of any age or country. I heard
the memorial sermon, and it was worthy of the great
man wl101n it memorialized.
In the files of the Conference of 1850 I find a letter
to Bishop Capers from E. 'LV. Sehon, NIissionary Secretary, written from Louisville, Ky. The indorsement
on the envelope shows that the postage, which was paid
in advance, was twenty cents, just ten times what the
postage on such a letter would be now.
The files also contain a communication to the Conference from Charles F. Deems, written from Greensboro, N. C., calling attention l o the Southern Metlzodist PzrZpit, a periodical which he was conducting,
and he asked for contributions of sermons. This publication was continued only a few years, btit it put upon
record a number of valuable sermons. Following the
reading of this communication, tlie Conference adopted
resolutions offered by S. Fatton and R. W. Patty declaring the Southern Mrtlrodist Pulpit worthy of the

.
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patronage and support of the ministers and members of
the Church.
A communication was received from Professor Joseph H,Price, Secretary of the Board of Trustees of
the recently established school at Strawberry Plains,
conveying resolutions of the Board. The resolutions
named the school Strawberry Plains High School, and
expressed a willingness on the part of the Board t o
have the school become a Conference school on the
terms that had been dictated by the Conference. The
school was conditionally adopted by the Conference,
and a committee was appointed to confer with the
trustees.
The Minutes show that Creed Fulton was President
of Holston College from 1847 to 1848, when he became Superintendent of Strawberry PIains High
School, which position he held till 1851, when he was
again appointed Agent of Emory and Henry College.
However, after the first year, his title was changed to
President.
The Conference ordered a standing committee on
missions, and the presiding elders were constituted
that committee. I remember that at the next Conference the appropriations of this committee became a
matter of discussion.
Bishop Capers wrote and presented to the Conference a formal message advising the establishment of a
school for the benefit of the remnants of the Cherokee
and Catawba Indian tribes within the borders of the
Conference, numbering in all not less than two thousand souls. H e stated that the Church had done nothing for these Indians beyond furnishing them with
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circuit preaching, and that not embracing the entire
territory occupied by them; and that one hundred and
fifty of these Indians belonged t o . our Church. H e
advised the btiilding of a home for the resident missionary, not to cost over $300, so built as to admit of
enlargement in the future for the accommodation of
children boarders froin a distance. The Conference
adopted these suggestions.
At this session the Bishop announced committees of
examination for the undergraduates for the next year.
This, I believe, is the first minute of the kind I have
met with in the Conference Journals.
If I remember correctly, the Conference was held in
the Episcopal Church, kindly tendered for that use.
The Virginia Episcopalians have always been broad.
At this Conference my schoolmate, Milton Maupin,
knocked for admission into the traveling connection,
and was admitted ; but on motion of Thomas K. Catlett, the motion by which lie was admitted was reconsidered, and Mr. Catlett withdrew the recotnmendation. Rumors of imprudent conduct during the session of the Conference on. the part of the young man
'had reached the ears of Mr. Catlett, which led to this
act. These rumors were either mistakes o r slanders;
for I was intimate with Mr. Maupin, and here take
pleasure in saying that he was a young man of remarkable prudence and a high sense of social propriety,
as well as of deep piety and thorough consecration.to
God. His aged fatlicr had brought his son a circuit
horse; and sadly the father and the son rode away
from the seat of the Conference, deeply sensible of
the wrong that had been done, bat without a murmur.

I
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&1r. Maupin afterwards joined the traveling connection in Texas, and traveled there several years. H e
was then transferred to the Holston Conference, where
he did good work up to the time of his death. I wish
here simply to add that he was as saintly a young man
as I ever knew.
Catlett and others opposed my admission into the
Conference; and if they had succeeded, the whole
course of my life would probably have been changed,
for I fear that I would not have had grace enough to
follow the example of my saintly schoolmate.
Admitted on trial: John D. Baldwin, John Cox, David P.
Hunt, Richard N. Price, David Sullins, Edwin Wexler, Leniuel
C. White.
Located : Philip Anderson, William T. Dowell, Martin C.
Robinson, R Dulaney Wells, Rufus M. Whaley.
Superannuated : David Adams, Stephen D. Adams, John
Barringer, Coleman Campbell, James Cumming, Jesse Cunnyngham, Robertson Gannaway, Eli K. Hutsell, Thomas K.
Munsey, Conaro D. Smith, Thomas Wilkerson, Leander Wil-

son.

Died: James Y . Crawford, James Dixon, Joseph H. Peck,
Ransom M. Moore.
Traveling preachers, gg ; local preachers, 339.
Numbers in society: White, 35,831; colored, 3,645; Indian,
140. Total, 39,616. Increase, 2,881.
Collected for superannuates, etc., $322. Appropriated to
bishops, $225 ; to superannuates, $4;to widows and orphans,
I

$53.

Collected for missions, $1,952.67;for Sunday school books,

$699.70.

At the Conference of 1849 a decrease in the membership of 3,891 was reported. At this Conference an
increase of 2,881 is repQrted. These figures evidently

CONFERENCES OF

1850 AND 1851.

85)

show that considerable mistakes were made in the reports o€ numbers in society a t these Conferences. The
increase in the one case and the decrease in the other
are evidently fictitious. I n this case, however, one error partially corrects the other.
Jameb Y . Crawford and James Dixon, both superior
men, were noticed in Volume 111.'
Philip Anderson was a man of ripe scholarship. In
family prayers at home he was accustomed to read the
morning and evening lessons from the Greek Testament. H e was the son of Rev. Nathaniel and Mariana
Anderson. Nathaniel was ordained deacon in the
Methodist Episcopal Church by Bishop Francis Asbury
November 27, 1795. Philip Anderson was born in
Chesterfield County, Va., August 12, 1801. H e was
licensed to preach in 1824. He was ordained deacon
in Norfolk, Va., February 19,1826, by Bishop William
McKendrec. He was ordained elder in Raleigh, N. C.,
March 2, 1828,by Bishop Joshua Soule. H e married
Susan Sparrow in May, 1831. H e traveled in Virginia
and North Carolina for some years, occupying some of
the most important stations. In 1849 he came from
the East and became a member of the Holston Conference. IIis ETolston appointments were Abingdon and
Newbern Circuits and the presidency of Ilolston College one year. After his location, he purchased a beautiful farin near Cedarville, Va., where he lived till the
clay of his death. He was only a partial success as a
farmer : and he seemed not to know how to adapt himself t o the whims, fancies, and prejudices of the plain
'See pages 87

and 165,Vd., IIT.
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people in his neighborhood. H e preached a vigorous
sermon, characterized more by thought and learning
than by pathos. Ur. Joe Xnderson, his only son and
heir, lived in Eristol, and reared an excellent family.
One o i his daughters became the wife of that energetic
man, Rev. J. 0. Straley, the second founder of Emory
and IIenry College. li‘r. Xnderson died April 26, 1871.
John IYhaley, a local preacher, and Rufus &I.Stevens
were half brothers. Rufus SI. Whaley was a son of
John iYhaley and was a man of intelligence and above
mediocrity as a preacher. ,After his location, he went
South or IVest.
Joseph II.Peck \vas a son of Looney Peck, Esq., an
excellent citizen of Slossy Creek, Tenn., and a useful
member of the Xlethodist Church. ‘“L‘ncle Looney,”
as he was familiarly called, was an excellent class
leader, was gifted in prayer, and he contributed liberally to the support of the gospel. Dr. Burnett, the
quondam husband of the famous Frances Hodgson
Burnett, was his grandson. I knew Joseph H. personally; he once traveled Abingdon Circuit. H e was of
sIender build, was a victim of consumption, and passed
early to his reward. H e was blameless, harmless, and a
son of God without rebuke.
I knew Randolph Dulaney Wells intimately. H e
was an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile.
His location was caused by ill health. H e married 3
daughter of Joshua Roberts, Esq., of Asheville, N. C.
IYhen I was stationed in Rogersville, in 1854-56, I
boarded with him a portion of the time; and his life,
as I observed it, adorned the doctrine of Christ. His
precious wife died a most triumphant death during my
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pastorate. H e married again. hfr. LYe& was a merchant, and he illustrated the fact that an honest secular
employment is not inconsistent with the sublimest
piety. O n a certain Sabbath I performed the ceremonies connected with the burial of an infant of Rev.
William C. Graves. Mrs. Wells attended. As we returned to her home she remarked to me: “I feel that I
shall be the next person to be buried in that graveyard.’’
I endeavored in vain to cause her to believe that her
impression was a hallucination. At that time she
seemed to be in good health. Eut in a day or two she
took seriously sick, and on the following Sabbath her
remains were lowered into a grave in the same graveyard. Though during life she had been a quiet professor of religion, when she came to die she was wonderfully blessed, praised God aloud, and said: “If I
had the world before me, I could preach.”
The Conference met in its twenty-eighth session
October I, 1851,in Athens, Tenn., Bishop Andrew
President, David R. Mcknally Secretary, and Conaro
D. Smith Assistant Secretary.
A memorial from sundry persons of ?Lsheville, N.C.,
offering to turn over to the Conference an institution
of learning in that place was read and referred to the
Committee on Education. The school was situated on
a few acres of land in Asheville, which at a later date
became the property of the Holston Conference and
was the site of Holston Conference Female College.
The property was accepted by the Conference, and the
Principal of the school, Rev. Erastus Rowley, was
admitted on trial into the Conference and appointed
Ti-esident of the scFo-1, named in the Minutes the West-
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ern Carolina Female College. About this time, to increase the patronage of the school, the Conference
adopted a scholarship plan, which was worked up by
its agent, Rev. Edward E. Gillenwaters. This plan
gave board and tuition on such cheap terms that there
was a plethora of patronage, but a dearth of finances.
Rev. John Carlisle, of South Carolina, was elected
President of the college, which position he held a few
years. Under his administration the school was large
and admirably conducted, but the scholarship plan
seemed destined to produce irretrievable disaster.
Upon his resignation, Rev. Anson W. Cummings was
called from the Odd Fellows' Female College at Rogersville, Tenn. H e took charge of the school, now
called Holston Conference Female College, in its crisis, and by his superior financial skill succeeded in
running the school to a paying basis with nearly two
hundred girls up to the Civil War. The deficiency of
income from the scholarships was offset by extra
charges in the departments of music and art, admission
to which was not granted by the scholarships. Dr.
Cummings entered upon his duties as President of the
college in the summer of 1855, and continued in this
position up to the Civil War. The school was suspended during the war. After the war the property
fell into the hands of a joint stock company. T h e
stock was bought up at reduced rates by Rev. James
Atkins, Jr., and finally passed out of the hands of the
Church. However, immediately after the war; Rev.
J. S. Kennedy, D.D., was chosen to the presidency of
the college and conducted an excellent school for a
number 'of years.
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Complaints reached the Conference to the effect that

W. C. Graves, while in charge of the Greeneville Cir-

cuit, had circulated the publications of the American
Sunday School Union; but after explanations by the
accused, his character was passed. I remember something of this case. Mr. Graves had a considerable
family. His ministerial salary was usually inadequate
for his support, and he was accustomed to sell good
books to do good and supplement his salary. .For this
reason he handled the publications of the American
Sunday School Union. I t is creditable to the preachers
of the Conference that they took a liberal and catholic
view of the question. I have heard the following story
connected with Graves’s incumbency of the Greeneville Circuit. His family lived not far away from the
home of Mrs. Catherine Williams, in Greeneville, who
was a member of the Episcopal Church and in good
circumstances. One day she happened to call upon the
Graves family, and found them making a meal on
cushaw and sweet milk, with no bread o r meat o r other
viands. She immediately went home and sent them a
waiter loaded with the best things of her bountiful
table. It was on the premises of this lady that Gen.
John Morgan was slain during the Civil ’Cb’ar, but Mrs.
Williams had no responsibility for this deed.
A Complaint had been made that the Missionary
Committee, consisting of the presiding elders, had
been partial to thcrnselves in the appropriation of
money to domestic missions, and at this session the
presiding elclers presented a papcr to the Conference
requesting the appointment of a committee to investigate the grounds of this complaint: Tlie paper was
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signed by Catlett, Stringfield, Fleming, Stevens, Haskew, Winton, Hicks, and Atkins. In response to this
request the Conference appointed a committee, consisting of C. Collins, James Cumming, Jesse Cunnyngham,
U. Keener, and J. H.Brunner. The committee reported, and the report completely vindicated the presiding
elders, who had exhibited great fairness and disinterestedness in these appropriations. But the committee
suggested that for the sake of peace and harmony the
amount appropriated to missions be divided hereafter
between the presiding elder and the missionary pro
rata according to their respective claims. The report
was adopted by a vote of fifty-seven to one.
A memorial from sundry persons of Greeneville,
Tenn., on the question of establishing a female college
was read and referred to the Committee on Education.
A committee appointed at the last Conference to take
into consideration the propriety of establishing a female college reported, and the report was referred to
the Committee on Education. I have not been able to
find this report, and I cannot say what action was
taken on it. But the memorial from Greeneville and
the Conference action mentioned here show that in the
Tennessee and Virginia portions of the Conference
there was at that time a growing sentiment in favor
of highe; female education. This sentiment materialized later in the establishment of Martha Washington,
Sullins, and Centenary Female Colleges, and other
schools which have been conducted under the auspices
of the Conference devoted partly to the education of
girls. This movement has contributed greatly to the

CONFERENCES OF

1850 AND 1851.

95

prosperity of Holston Methodism and the development
of a higher civilization in this hill country of ours. .
Zachary Mtinsey, grandfather of the distinguished
William E. Munsey, had been expelled from the Church
by the Pearisburg Quarterly Conference, and he had
appealed t o the Annual Conference. The case was
reversed.
Everything connected with the Indians of the country
is necessarily interesting to the average reader, and I
therefore introduce liere the report niade to the Conference a t this session by the Superintendent of the
Echota Mission, in extreme Western Carolina. The
Conference at its last session had resolved to establish
a school for the benefit of the Indians in that section.
Accordingly LUrich licencr was appointed to the Indian Mission with the untlerstancling that he was to
serve the mission as pastor anti also take charge of
the school. William llicks was appointed presiding
elder of the hsheville District and Superintendent of
tlie Indian Mission. The following, with a slight editing, is the repart of the Supcrintendcnt :
At the last session of ottr Conference six hundred dollars
was p4t into my hnntls for tlic Tntlian R/Lission in the Asbeville Ilistrict. Of this amount, the Mission Committee authnri e e d the Snpcrintendctit to reccivc $75, which lie did. The
teacher, Rev. U. Kcener, was to be paid $200. This amocmt he
received. 'The iritcrprctcr was t o Iiiivc $25. This aniount was
paid to him. These payments arnomitrd to $ 3 ~ . The other
$300 was t o 1)e approprixtcd tu the building of a dwelling house
far the teacher and a schoolhouse, For two reasons, satisfactory to thc Superintendent, no buildings were erected. A
memorial was gotten up and sent to the Lexiqlatnrc of the
State praying for the reitioval of the Tndi;ins tu tlicir brethren
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in the West. .
Till this question was settled the Superintendent did not feel willing to lay out missionary money in
the erection of mission houses. This question was settled
sometime in the summer. . . As soon as this question was
settled the Superintendent would have commenced the erection
of the required buildings but for the fact that the Indian Agent,
Mr. William Thomas, gave him notice that he intended to make
an arrangement $hich would change the residence of many
of the Indians by removals from five to fifteen miles distant
from their then present locations. The Superintendent could
not, therefore, tell where the building should be located. For
. Very soon
that reason no buildings have been erected. .
after the adjournment of our last Conference the Superintendent visited the mission and found the Indians exceedingly
anxious that the school should commence immediately ; and
as the Indian Agent proposed to repair the Indian meetinghouse so as to make it suitable for school purposes (proposed
to do this gratuitously), and also offered a house rent free, for
the teacher to live in, it was determined to commence the
school as soon as the repairs on the meetinghouse should be
completed. The school went into operation in December.
From that time to the close of the year the teacher’s whole
time, except Saturdays and Sundays, was to be taken up in
teaching. H e could not do the work of preacher and pastor
among the Indians, especially as one preaching place was thirty
or forty miles from his residence. The Superintendent, ‘therefore, found it necessary to employ some one to do the work
of pastor. Rev. J. B. McMahon was employed three-quarters
of the year. For this service he was paid $75 out of the
amount for the erection of mission houses. This left in the
hands of the Superintendent $225. As the school increased in
number from twenty or thirty the first day to eighty scholars,
. the Superintendent employed as assistant teacher the
daughter of Rev. Ulrich Keener, who is well qualified for the
work. She was employed only four months, however, for
which time she was paid $40. This left in the Superintendent’s
hands $185. One of our Indian preachers ( a very poor man)
had sent his children to school prior to the commencement of

.

.

.

.

uui- scliool. 1-fe had not beeti able to priy the teacher iil full,
and as his cliaractcr was likcly to suffer on that account, the
Superintendent appropriated $2 toward the liquidation of that
claim. This left $183, and this amount is still in his hands,
to be disposed o f as the Conference or the Mission Coniinittee
may direct.
The school has prospered beyond our most sanguine espcctations. Pupils have been in attendance of all ages froni
h e to fifty years. They have showii great aptness for learning. Some have coiiimeiiced readiug. . . The Superintendent felt the more secure and justifiable in diverting a part of
the appropriation from 'the original object by the fact that lie
got the Indian Agent to promise to build a schoolhouse and a
boarding house aiid do half the work on the dweliing house
when the time sliall have come for the erection of these
buildings. .
. In view of tlie prosperity of the school and
tlie various interests connected therewith, the Conference is
rcquestccl to continue thc effort to give our Inclians an English
ediication.
As Brother Keener has givcii satisfaction to the Superintendent, the Indian Agent, and the Indians, it is hoped that he
will be rcappoiiitcd to the school.
As MI-.
Thomas is willing to deed to the trustees for the
use of thc school ;Lsufficient quantity of land for the purpose,
the Conference is requested to establish a manual labor school
among the Indians.
W l L L I A M HICKS,

.

.

Octobcr

Swpcriniendcnt Iiidiaia Missiois.

2, &I.

Thc report was atloptetl.

*

111 tlw Jo~iriialof this year { 1851) I found the following minutes :

Brotlicr W. G.R.Cuiiiiyng~iain,being callcd on, made somc
appropriate : ~ feeling
l
rc~iiarlisiii referciicc to his views and
impressions respecting his laboring in the Chiiia MisGon, aftcr
which, oii motion, it was r e d v e d that this Conference do
r~ronljnentlBrothcr Cnilnyngham to the bishop having charge

7
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of the China Mission as a suitable person to Le employed in
that work.
hdmitted on trial: George Stewart, W. W. Smith, John
Boring, G. W. Roark, R. H. Guthrie, Sewell Philips, Charles
Mitchell, Waahington Boring, Erastus Rowley, James R. Long.
Readmitted : Andrew Gass.
Located: William H. Kelley, Andrew C. Hunter, TN. Jones,
Miles Foy, C. W. Charlron.
Discontinued : W. W. Haynes.
Superannuated : Robertson Gannaway, Thomas Willterson,
Eli K. Hutsell, James Dixoti, Stephen D. Adams, David Adams, Jesse Cuiinyiighani, James Cuinrnihg, J. Mi. Niller.
Left without appointnient on account of ill health: R. W.
Pickens, John M. Kelley, S. B. Harwell, T. Sullins, William
R. Long, George Ekin.
Transferred : D. R. McAnally, to the St. Louis Conference,
and appointed Editor of the St. Louis Christioia ~ 4 d v o c a t c ;
J. R. Bellamy, to the Eastern Texas Conference.
Died : John Barringer, Leander Wilson.
Numbers in society : White, 36,657 ; colored, 3,796. Total,
40,453. Increase, 837. (In the Journal no figures are given for
Indians.)
Local preachers, 319 ; traveling preachers, 101.
Collected for missions, $2,087.29.

As William H. Kelley returned to the Conference
after this, I will reserve mention of him for a page
farther on. H e is a man of good family, has an unspotted record as a Christian minister, and is now
(1909)in the sear and yellow leaf.
William H. Rogers and Andrew C. Hunter preceded.
Dr. Reagan and myself on Asheville Circuit in 1850.
Both of them were popular. Rogers, though eccentric and egotistic, had mixed freely and cordially among
the people and was loved. But Hunter was exceedingly
popular. He was gentle and loving, but at the same
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time wonderfully aggressive and energetic in the salvation of souls. Largely through his influence the
circuit was in a revival flame at most of the appointments. Hunter was a good pastor, visiting and praying with the people and talking to sinners about their
souls at every convenient opportunity. I met him a
short time after my arrival on the circuit, and I shall
never forget his advice to me as a young preacher. H e
said: “Brother Price, never go into the pulpit without
taking your Eieavenly Father with you.” This advice
did me a great deal of good. As Mr. Hunter reentered
the Conference after this, I shall reserve a particular
notice of hiin for a future page.
Miles Foy was born in Jones County, 3’. C., March
21, 1811;and died in Mount Airy, N. C., March IO,
1895. H e was the son of Enoch and Annapolis Foy.
While young he attended an academy in Newbern, N.
C., and afterwards took a partial course in medicine in
that town. His grandfather, James Foy, was one of
three brothers who fled from France in the time of the
liuguenot persecution under Louis XIV. (who, by the
by, was a cousin of theirs) and settled :in America.
James settled in Onslow County, N.C. H e had four
sons and two daugliters. One of these sons, Enoch,
settled in Jones County, N. C. Miles’s grandinotlier
was belore marriage Elizabeth Ward, a first cousin to
Elizabeth, Queen of England. His inother was Annapolis Sanderson.
Miles Foy was converted J d y 16, 1826, licensed to
preach June I , 1829,and joined the Virginia Conference the same year with Dishop Doggett and thirteen
others. H e alternated between the regular work and
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the local relation in Sorth Carolina and Virginia up to
1845, when he became a inember of the Ilolston Conference and was, appointed to Marion Circuit. His
Holston appointments after this were Knoxville Station, Elountville, Jonesboro, Greeneville, and Marion
Circuits. In 1851 he located again and entered upon
the practice of medicine in Marion, Va. He was
readmitted in the Holston Conference in 1859 and was
appointed to Tazewell Circuit. His health failing, he
located at the close of the year and removed to Salem,
N. C. I n his local relation he resumed the practice of
medicine, ancl in war times conducted a hotel. H e en-.
tered the North Carolina Conference in 1868, and traveled several circuits. H e superannuated in 1880. In
his local and superannuate relations he made a habit
of preaching every Sunday when able to do so. H e
was always a frail man in health. H e was a fine character. His appointments show that h e was a superior
preacher. H e was a great revivalist.
In the editorial correspondence of the Statcsvillc
Christian Advocate (1866) I find the following personal notice :
The next day we dropped into the home of Rev. M. Foy,

of the Conference, in the superannuate relation, and spent
some time pleasantly with his Christian family. H e is full of
years and of the Holy Ghost. H e is venerable, consecrated,
patient, submissive to the divine will, tlio~ighas anxious as
ever, and, if possible, more so, to preach and call sinners to
repentance. He believes in “Holy Ghost religion,” and shouts,
and wants everybody else to shout. There will be shouting in
heaven when he gets there.

Salisbury, the first circuit traveled by N r . Foy, was
three liundred miles around. At one of his camp
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meetings in Eeclford County, Va., John Early, afterwards bishop, was converted. Mr. Foy's locations
were not the result of fickleness but of uncertain health.
His first wife was hIrs. Martha Hawk, of Sewbern,
N.C., who died without issue. His second was Miss
Meekie Ann Graves, daughter of General Sullivan
Graves and granddaughter of Gov. Jesse Franklin.
She was the admiration of her acquaintances. She
died leaving four children-two sons and two daughters. One of the sons, James Henry, died in a Confederate hospital during the Civil War. The other son,
William Graves, was for many years a druggist in
Mount Airy, but now ( r g q ) gives some attention to
farming. The daughters are still alive in Mount Airy.
His third wife was Miss Selina Nelson, by whom he
had one son, Edward Crawford. This son is now a
merchant in Mount Airy, N. C., ancl he cleserves great
credit for the brotherly and thoughtful manner in
which he takes care of his half sisters, who live in the
same town.
A brief notice of John Barringer was given in Volume III., page 296.
Leander Wilson was from Yancey County, E. C.
He was a man of moderate talents, but faithful and
useful. I remember him as a meek and quiet man, of
good manners and prudent behavior.
Charles Wellington Charlton was born in Montgomery County, Va., June 3, 1829; and died in Knoxville, Tenn., July 13, 1889. His funeral services were
conducted by Revs. R. G. Waterhouse, James Park,
and others. He was educated partly at Washington
College, East Tennessee, and partly at Emory and

=
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Henry College, Virginia. H e joined the Methodist
Church at Thorn Spring Camp Ground, Pulaski County, Va., in 1842; and in a few days thereafter in a
private room in Wytheville he had a sensible evidence
of pardoning love. He was very happy, and never
thereafter doubted liis conversion. Before tlie close
of the year he was licensed to preach. H e was admitted into the Holston Conference in 1843, and did
efficient work as a traveling preacher till his location,
. in 1851. As a young preacher he was zealous and
popular, and soon came to be regarded as one of the
rising men of the Conference. Of handsome person
and agreeable manners, of a warm social temperament, ready and fluent in the pulpit, he naturally became a favorite not only within tlie circle of his Church
but in the wider field of general society. H e had two
reasons for locating : his deceased father’s unsettled
estate aiicl his wife’s health. I n 1848 he married Miss
Rebecca Elizabeth, daughter of Col. George W.
Churchwell; and with her he lived in great harmony
to the clay of his death. After this he commenced
iarining on tlie south side of the Tennessee River, near
Knoxville, where he remained two years. H e then
purchased a farm five niilcs north of I<nqxville, where
lie remained seven years. ITere he conceived and put
into practice one of the pet notions of his life, that of
establishing a stock and dairy farm. I n this, xs in
everything else, he was ahead of his times, too progressive for the section in which he lived, and the rcsult did not nieet his expectations. While on this farin
he introduced the Jersey stock of cattle into East Tennessee ; and while he personally reaped bat little ad-
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vantage from the fact, the effect in the appearance and
milking qualities of the cows of the country was noticeable for fifty years. It was the initiation of a movement that has supplanted the scrub breeds of the section by the blooded stocks of which our farmers non
boast. While at the first-named farm Brother Charlton
was appointed Commissioner of River Improvement
with Mr. William G.Brownlow. In 1861 he sold his
farm and invested the proceeds in cotton. After the
war he sold his cotton and found himself possessed of
some thirty thousand dollars in gold. H e then went to
South Georgia, rented a large farm, and engaged in
cotton-planting, an untried business to him. This
venture proved a failure; and at the end of the year
he found that he had left about means enough to defray the expenses of himself and wife to Nissouri,
where through the influence of his friend, Dr. D. R.
Mchnally, he procured an agency in the American
Sunday School Union, which position he held two
years. H e spent all his time in preaching, lecturing,
and traveling in the interest of Sunday schools. In
this work the Lord blessed him financially, and he saved
inoney enough to purchase a little farm in Illinois.
This farm he afterwards exchanged for a bottom farm
near Leadvale, Tenn: It seems that when he was attending to the Lord’s business he prospered financially ;
but when he was attending to his own business he failed
financially, to say nothing about how it was with him
spiritually. Before the war he owned several valuable
lots in Knoxville, which would have been a fortune to
him if he had retained them. These he sold for Confederate money just before he left the city, in 1863. I t is
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due to him to say that he never iiiuriiiured or repined
at his financial mistakes and losses. H e related to me
tlie history of his cotton venture in Georgia in the
most cheerful manner and without expressing a particle of sadness or bitter reflection on himself or on a
kind Providence. Indeed, Erotlier Charlton was not
a sordid man. He was anxious to make money only
for its legitimate uses; and lie gloried in the energy,
push, intelligence, and skill necessary to business success rather than in tlie sordid results of these qualities.
But in his case tlie battle was not to the strong nor the
race to tlie swift. T h ~ ~ i gan
l i active Whig, he was
appointed postmaster at Knoxville by President Euclianan in 1859, and was continued in this position by
Mr. Davis, President of tlie Confederate States, till the
occupation of Knoxville by the Federal troops in 1863.
During Governor Bates’s administration he was appointed Assistant Commissioner of Agriculture, Statistics, Mines, and Iinniigratioii for East Tennessee,
and assisted in writing up the resources of Tennessee.
H e was continued in this position under Colonel Killebrew’s successor, Col. A. J. McWhirter. In this office he was active and faithful. He was a journalist
of considerable experience and ability. I n 1862 he
established tlie HoZsfoa Jozimal, a denominational paper, in the interest of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South-a paper of vigor and positiveness, fully alive
and abreast of the times. Within a few months it leaped
into the astonishing circulation of ten thousand subscribers. But its brilliant career necessarily closed on
the approach of the Federal troops. On leaving Knoxville, in 1863,he accepted a position at Dublin, Va., un-
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der Major Lacy, who was purchasing supplies for the
Confederate army, and he remained there till the surrender. After the war Mr. Charlton was connected
with a number of newspaper enterprises. For a short
time he was editor of the Daily Knoxville Wlzig, the
plant being the property of his brother-in-law, Gen.
Joseph W. Mabry; but he lost his job by not being
willing to conform the policy of the paper to the dictations of his employer. Mr. Charlton organized the
Grange movement in East Tennessee, and became editor of the Grange Oiitlook, a paper that attained a
large circulation in a few months. In connection with
that paper he established the Daily Age. This paper
was purchased by the Knoxeille Tribiine in 1876, and
Colonel Charlton was macle agricultural editor of the
Weokly Tribzmze. Later he began the publication of
the Ezzeni.lzg Dispatclz, which was sold to the Tribune
in 1881. Though not editorially connected with any
paper after that, he was a constant contributor to a
number of papers. H e was never idle and never utterly despondent. In disappointment, misfortune, neglect, and not infrequently Y E S angusta, he toiled on,
hoped on, hoped ever. As an illustration of his wonderful activity and enterprise I mention the following
facts : He established the first creamery in the east
end of the State; he was the first to introduce Jersey
cattle into East Tennessee; and lie was the first owner
and user of a reaper in Knox County. I n 1861 Colonel
Cliarlton revived the Eastern Division Fair, and it was
through his efforts kept alive for several years. He
was foremost in organizing the East Tennessee Farmers’ Convention. H e was at first President of that rep-
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resentative body of agriculturists and afterwards its
Secretary for ten years. His last years were devoted
to the attraction of immigration to East Tennessee and
‘to the city of Knoxville. Living in the heart of this
growing town, he was its best friend, though not f d I y
recognized and appreciated as such at the time. His
incessant toils in this direction earned for him only a
scant living; but no hardships, no pressure of want,
no neglect, no opposition, no ingratitude soured his
temper or damped the ardor of the public spirit and
patriotism which glowed in his breast. In his career
he knew both how to be abased and how to abound.
Everywhere and in all things he was instructed both
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to
suffer need. As a local preacher Colonel Charlton was
always willing and ready to preach, and as far as
possible he had regular appointments for preaching in
the country. As a preacher he was above niediocritythoughts good, language chaste, sentences strong and
positive. Being a local preacher and a man of secular
employments and associations, his religion was of that
hardy sort whose durability depends on its genuineness. His religion was not a part of his means of
livelihood ; but it was necessarily a religion of principle; not the soft wood that grows in the genial atmosphere of a high salary and popular applause, but the
hard fiber that gains its slow but solid increments in
a cloudy sky and a chilly atmosphere. His combativeness was well known. H e hac1 a courage inspired by
positive convictions. H e was always ready to contend
against the wrong as he conceived it. His natural
courage was occasionally tested and was always equal
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to the emergency. H e was quick to resent a wrong,
and as ready to forgive it. One of the highest moral
qualities is firmness, which he possessed in a large
degree. Frankness, honesty, sincerity were prominent
traits of his character. I l e was a man of warm attachments, a clzdbable man. His friendships were
warm and demonstrative. H e was eminently charitable to the poor. No condition of poverty or vice was
so low as not to appeal to his sympathies. No preacher
in Knoxville more frequently prayed at the bedside of
outcasts dying in their sins. H e was one of the best
husbands in the world. The sensation produced by
his death, the extensive ancl favorable notices of the
press, tlie large meeting of citizens assembled in the
city to adopt resolutions of respect, and the large,
mournful procession that followed his remains to their
charnel house all betokened the high esteem in which
he was held where he was best known. The maintenance of morality ancl piety in the midst of such varied
secular cares, and especially in a city where, as in
most cities, a local preacher is placed at a disaclvantage, is little in demand and little caressed by the
Church, with ‘‘loves unrequited and sorrows untold,”
was one of the best tests of his fidelity to the great
“Head over all things to the Church.” No pressure of
busincss ever caused him to neglect family prayer.
During his last illness he was visiter1 by Revs. John
B. Carnes and R. G. Waterhouse. When they prayed
with him, he responded heartily. When Grother
Carnes visited him, he grasped his hand and praisecl
God. His sickness was such as to produce despondency, but he was uniformly uncomplaining. In his
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last hours he asked his wife if the physicians had given
up all hope of his recovery. She answered that they
had not said so to her. “But,” said he, “I see you are
uneasy.’’ She replied, ‘‘Yes, I am very uneasy,” and
inquired if he could trust God now. “0yes,” he replied ; “I have always trusted him.” These were,
perhaps, his last connected utterances. At what is
now Lenoir City there lived a most excellent family
of Lenoir Brothers. They were farmers and manufacturers. They were wealthy and wonderfully benevolent and hospitable. During the war Colonel Charlton
went to Lenoirs’ to purchase a milk cow. Mr. William Lenoir, the senior brother, took him to the cow
lot and directed him to point out the cow he,wanted.
H e selected one, but Mr. Lenoir said: “I can’t part
with that cow.” H e selected another with the same
result. After a while he chose a cow which Mr.
Lenoir was willing to sell. ‘%’hat will you give for
that cow ?’ inquired Mr. Lenoir. Charlton replied :
“I clon’t want to price your property. What will you
take for her?” “What will you give for her?” repeated 11r. Lenoir. “AS you insist on iny making yoti
an offer,” said Charlton, “I will give you a hundred
dollars for her.” “All right,” said Lenoir, “she is
your cow.” As they returned to the house to consummate the deal Lenoir remarked: “It seems to me,
Mr. Charlton, that you gave too much for that cow.)‘
“It may be that I did,” replied Gharlton, “but I think
she is worth the money.” After going a little farther,
Mr. Lenoir remarked again: “Mr. Charlton, it seems
to me that you gave a rousing price for that cow.”
“That may be so,” replied Gharlton, “but I am willing

.

to take the cow at that price.” ’l\’hcn they reached the
liouse, Cliarlton laid down on the table five twentydollar bills, when Lenoir returned him one of the
bills, saying: “I did not intend to charge you more
than eighty dollars for that cow.”
David Rice hI cXnally was born in Grainger County,
Tenn., February 17, ISIO; converted in 1S22 ; licenscd
to preach in 182s; admitted on trial into the Holston
Conference in 1S29; transferred to the St. Louis ConU ~ 11,
Y 1895.
fcrence in 1851; and died in S t . L O U ~J S
I-le was a son of Rev. Charles hlcXnally, of whom a
sketch was given in Volume III., pages 239-244, of
this work. His education was respectable for his day
and section. He was a nian of great self-confidence
and prodigious energy. His vigorous body and powerful mind were never idle. Somewhat pompous and
apparently arrogant, he was nevertheless a man of
prayer and fervent piety. H e was an able preacher,
and as an editor he wa5 successful and popular. He,
perhaps, did more to build up Methodism in Missouri
and adjacent States than any othcr one nian. H e was
a prolific writer. Besides hundreds of thoughtful editorials and thousantls of paragraiihs, he was the author
of several volumes: The “Life and Times of Samuel
the “Life and Times of William PatPatton. D.D.,”
ton,” the “Life and Labors of Eisliop Marvin,” the
“I-Tistory of ?IIcthotlism in Missouri,” and the “Biography of 11rs. Ranisey.” His biographies were really 1-4stimi-s of the times in which his h o e s lived. Cefore lie
left the IIoliton Conference he hat1 additional esperieiice as the editor of a paper in ITorth Carolina. H e
was also for soiiie years in charge of the East Tennessee
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Female Institute, in Knoxville. For many years he did
good work on circuits and stations. All this time he was
a hard student and omnivorous reader, thus preparing
himself for the wider usefulness of editor of a great
paper. TYlien the Civil W a r began, Dr. hIcXnally
espoused the came of the South, but, wishing not
to involve his paper in trouble with the military
authorities, he refrained from all partisan utterances. Eut his prudence saved neither his paper nor
hiinself; for in 1861 he n-as arrested and imprisoned,
and his paper was suppressed. H e remained in prison
more than a month in the heat of sunimer in a room
sixteen feet square, ivith thirfeen other prisoners. H e
was brought before a military commission, charged
with “giving aid and coinfort to the enemy, and by
such an arrangement of the items and language of the
department of his paper termed the ‘Kews of the
Week’ as was calculated to encourage the rebels and
to give them information concerning the inoveimeiits
of the Federal armies.” After the trial had continued
several days, he was released on parole. After two
years, he was again arrested and imprisoned. H e was
notified that lie was to be “sent beyond the lines,” but
through the intercession of two prominent military
officers of tlie city he was again released on parole.
The argument used by these officers was that his banishment would be equivalent to a reenforcement to the
Confederate army of five thousand men. Dr. PlcAnally was twice married. His first wife was Maria
Thompson, a daughter of Dr. William P. Thompson
and granddaughter of I\‘Iadam Russell ; and his second
wife was Miss Julia Reeves, daughter of William P.
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Reeves, of Washington County, Tenn. I n 185s Ilr.
McXnally, wit11 the help of two or three friends, bought
a lot and erected a small church in Carondelet, purchased a home in the immediate vicinity of the church,
removed to it, and continued to reside there to the
close of life. For many years he served without salary
the congregation which worshiped in that church.
After a while the Conference appointed a preacher
to that congregation; and Dr. McAnally became a
member of it, but preached and assisted the pastor
when requested to do so. His niemorial notice in the
General Minutes is so thoughtful and true that I copy
portions of it:

'

F o r nearly forty years his lot was cast with us. W e miss
his worthy presence, his wise counsels, and his fatherly admonitions. Best known by his work as editor of the St. Louis
Chrisfian Advocate, he also lives in the minds and hearts of
our people by his character, ministry, and life. A mail of
powerful physique, his bodily presence was an index to the
massive mental strength which it incarnated. H e was a n intellectual athlete, who, when he entered the arena of discussion, stood ready to hold his own against all comers. Possessed of a logical mind, with great powers of analysis and
synthesis, his mental vision saw through the most intricate
problems. With a glance that overlooked no details, he detected the joints in the armor of his polemical opponents; and
then, with overwhelming force of resistless logic, expressed
in rl+etorically rounded sentences, swept them from the field.
Few men, perhaps, in this section possessed so varied a kiiowledge of men and things. Whether in the realm of political
economy, the domain of sociology, the sphere of philosophy, or
the heights and depths of theology, his reading and study covered so wide a range and had so extensive a reach that he might
have been said to possess an almost encyclopedic knowledge.
A man of strong convictions, his sturdy Scotch-Irish lineage
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showed itself in the firmness with which he endeavored to stlstaiii them. Upon his banner, flung to the breeze, was emblazoned “No compromise.” H e was no reed shaken by the
wind, but a tower which stood foursquare t o every wind that
blew. Yet while he indulged tb:s strength of character, there
was a strong undercurrent of tenderness almost womanly in
its depth and reach. To those who in sorrow and in need of
aid and counsel approached him the veil of seeming sternness
was rent; and the heart, tender and sympathetic, revealed itself.
T o him the widow, the fatherless, the poor, the wretched never
cried in vain. As a preacher in the prime of life he was
iiumbered among the princes of the pulpit. H i s style was
peculiarly impressive, his voice deep and full, his commanding
form lending strength to his utterances. At once didactic,
expository, hortatory, mighty in the Scriptures, sympathetic
and pathetic, as well as logical and forcible, fervent in spirit
and with zeal for the Lord of hosts consuming him, his nlessage came. with power. Intellect and emotion responded,
strong men wept, and audiences were swiyed like forest trecs
bending to the breath of the storm king.
. . Editors are
born, not made. Such was David iVcAmlly. His editorials
were trenchant and timely. T h e “News of the Week” column
was a remarkable feature of the Aduocate, which attracted
attention by its condensed statement of current events presented in pithy paragraphs. His articles carried with them
the impress of personality, being marked not only by grcat
ability but evident sincerity and integrity. These t1iiI:ga even
his opponents were conipelled to recognize. Mistaken he
might be, but false to his convictiais, never.

.
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THEtwenty-ninth session of the Conference began
in Asheville, N. C., September 29, 1852, Bishop Capers President, and C. D. Smith and George W. Xlexander Secretaries.
The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, by the Holston Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, that our beloved brother, C.
D. Smith, a member of said Conference, having been appointed by the authorities of the American Colonization Society an agent f o r said society, we do hereby heartily and cheerfully recommend him to all among whom he may be called to
operate in the prosecution of that agency.

The Methodists of the South always favored the
American Colonization Society. Their reasons for
this, I believe, were the following: The free negro
was not regarded as a very desirable citizen in America ; his opportunities for wealth and position were
necessarily limited; he was likely to do better in a
country where he would not labor under the disadvantages of caste, and being transported t o Africa,
he would likely carry with him the ideas of civilization and Christianity which he had acquired in America and disseminate them among the heathen of his
oivn race; and another reason was this: there was
among the slaveholders of the South a good deal of
a?tislavery sentiment; and it was believed that inany
slaveholders would emancipate their slaves if they
8
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thought the persons emancipated could or would be
sent to a country where their condition would be improved.
At this session the name of the Western Carolina
Female College was changed to that of Holston Conference Female College, as the college had been adopted as a Conference institution.
’Ihe minutes show that an arrangement had Leen
made by the General Book Agent by which such books
of the American Sunday School Union as were
deemed suitable for circulation among our people
could be procured through said Book Agent. By resolution the Conference advised that no preacher of
the Conference should purchase for sale or circulation any books of the Union which did not bear the
imprimatur of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. The reason of this action was that the American Sunday School Union was largely under the control of Presbyterians, and some of the books and
periodicals of the Union were known to contain Calvinistic sentiments.
From the report of the Board of Managers of the
Missionary Society I copy the following paragraph :
Since our 4ast annual meeting our beloved Brother Cunnyngham, with his estimable lady, has sailed for our missionary
station at Shanghai, China.
W e devoutly hope that before this time he has reached the field of his future operations
and commenced the work of preaching Christ and him crucified. While we are thus represented in the Celestial Empire,
we hope soon to be represented in California,.where China
herself is represented in her own native sons.
. Greater
liberality amongst our people has already been manifested.
The amount collected for Brother Cunnyngham’s outfit has

...
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not diminished the aggregate of our regular collections.
Rather they have been increased; and should we rnake another
offering to God in a man and means f o r California, we doubt
not that by the close of another Conference year we shall increase the amount of our collections a hundred per ccnt.

This report was written by C. D. Smith. In this
connection it may be well to state that J. C. Pendergrass was at this session transferred to California.
The Committee on the Indian Mission, James Atkins, Chairman, reported that about eleven hundred
Indians were included in the mission and lived in
the counties of Macon, Haywood, and Cherokee, in
the State of North Carolina ; that these Indians
owned the lands upon which they lived, and were piotected in all their rights by the laws of the State,
so that it was considered that they were permanently
settled where they were; that the sum of $53.33 per
capita had been appropriated to them by the general
government, the interest of which they could draw
annually; that the mission was in- a healthy condition, and was evidently improving the spiritual condition of the Indians; that during the year there had
been twenty-five conversions and a hundred additions to the Church; that there were four Indian
preachers, who were said to be pious and useful ; that
the school was in a flourishing condition, notwithstanding the fact that it had no boarding house, which
was much needed ; that during the year there hxd been
an average attendance of forty-five pupils, and that
they were found to learn well, even more rapidly
than the white children. The committee asked for

I IO

HOLSTON METI-IODISM.

an appropriation sufficient to build a boarding house
and to employ an interpreter.
I n the supplement to the Minutes of 1852 I find
copied a record of a deed of land made by Thornas
Stringfield to the trustees of Strawberry Plains High
School. The deed embraced a plot of five acres of
land, and the consideration was fifty dollars. The men.
named in the deed as trustees are: Creed Fulton,
William Moulden, David Adams, Martin B. Carter,
Robert H. Hynds, Jaines A. Thornton, Sr., and Wesley Huffaker. The date of the deed is May IO, 1848.
In the same supplement is recorded a deed of a plot
of land in Asheville, N. C., made to trustees for the
use and benefit of the Holston Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for the purpose
of a female college. The deed was made by Mr.
James W. Patton, of Asheville, to the following men
as trustees : John Reynolds, Joshua Roberts, Montraville Patton, N. W. Woodfin, R. W. Pulliam, James
W. Patton, John W. McElroy, Jesse R. Siler, Jackson
S. Burnett, Robei-t B. Vance, James Brittain, ancl Joseph Cathey. The consideration was one hunclretl
ancl fifty dollars. The date of the deed is October 2 ,
1852. The deed is not in fee simple, but is conditioned as follows:
I n triist for the Holston Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, with full power for the said Conference to occupy and possess the building thereon erected by
such agents as they may appoint, and to- erect such other
building or buildings thereon as they may think proper for
the purpose of founding and carrying 011 and perpetuating a
female college to be under the control, patronage, and management of said Conference, to have and t o hold the aforesaid
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land and the premises
. for the use and purposes aforesaid so long as the aforesaid Conference shall continrle to use
the same for the purposes aforesaid; but if the said Conference shall cease to use the property aforesaid for the purpose
of a female college as aforesaid, and shall withdraw their
patronage, then said land shall be held by the trustees above
named for the benefit of the citizens of Asheville and vicinity,
to be used by .them for educational purposes as they may deem
proper.

Also there is recorded another deed of land to
the same trustees and for the same purposes given
by James W. Patton and Joseph R. Osborn. The
date and consideration are the same as in the other
deed. This plot was adjacent to the plot mentioned
in the other deed. If I am not mistaken, the whole
amount of land included in the two deeds was thirteen acres or thereabouts. This plot, situated as it is
in the heart of the growing city of Asheville, would
now be a little fortune to any man.
Admitted on trial: W. Ballinger, James W. Belt, J. R.
Birchfield, 0. B. Callahan, R. K. Coen, James W. Dickey, A.
C. Ely, J. H. Green, John D. F. Jennings, J. B. Little, J. Reed,

George H. Wells, Hezekiah West, Benjamin F. White.
Readmitted : William H. Kelley, William T. Dowell.
Located: Charles Collins, Creed Fulton, Samuel B. Harwell, W. R. Long, George K. Snapp.
Discontinued : John Cox, Lemuel C. White, Erastus Rowley.
Superannuated : Wiley B. Winton, T. K. Munsey, Thomas
Wilkerson, E. F. Sevier.
Died: Eli K. Hutsell.
Transferred to the Pacific Conference : J. C. Pendergrass.
Traveling preachers, 99 ; local preachers, 333.
Numbers in society: White, 37,626; colored, 3,869. Total,
41,495. Increase, I,O&
Missionary collections, $3,658.78; for Sunday schools,
$564.70.

.
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UThen the trustees of Emory and Henry College
wislted to secure a President for the newly established institution, they wrote to the Rev. Dr. Wilbur
Fisk, a distinguished educator of the Church and
President of the Wesleyan University, of Middletown,
Conn., asking him to name a man for the place. He
named Charles Collins, a recent graduate of that
school. Mr. Collins was elected, and the choice proved
to be a most fortunate one, He came to the college
and opened a school in the boarding house April 2,
1838, with a hundred students. Dr. Collins was a man
of great physical, intellectual, and moral symmetry.
H e was a thorough scholar along many lines, and he
possessed business and administrative talent of a high
order. As a student under him I a t first looked upon
him as absolutely perfect. Later I found that, though
a first-rate man, he was a man. If he had any weaknesses, he may have loved money. I use the term
“may,” for I am not sure that he possessed this trait
in an excessive degree. H e kept books and stationery
for the use of the students, and furnished them at
the ordinary retail prices. He evidently derived some
profit froin this business, which, by the by, cost him
time, labor, and risks. But in the faculty and community there was a suspicion that his profits were
exorbitant. H e demanded of the trustees a n investigation, and the investigation completely vindicated
him. But the opposition and criticism with which he
had met rendered his position somewhat disagreeable
and prepared him for the acceptance of a better position which was offered hiin about this time. His Iocation was occasioned by his election to the presi-
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dency of Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. He remained in that position a number of years; but after
the Civil War he purchased the property of State
Female College, a t Memphis, Tenn., and there conducted a school with great success in every sense of
the word. There he polished many bright jewels for
southwestern society, and there he built up a comfortable fortune by his judicious business management.
Dr. Collins was born in Maine April 17, 1813 ; and
died in Memphis, Tenn., July IO, 1S75. He was firsthonor graduate of Wesleyan University in a class
with such men as Daniel Curry and E. E. Wiley. His
degree of D.D. came from three different colleges.
Late in the forties he entered the C&vinistic controversy. Dr. Frederick A. Ross, a n able and learned
divine of the Presbyterian Church of the new divinity or Hopkinsian school, came to the Presbyterian
Cliurch at Glade Spring, Va., a place within three
miles of Emory and Henry College, and preached a
sermon against the doctrines and polity of the Methodist Church. H e had a string of appointments extending from Chattanooga, Tenn., to New River, Va.,
at which he delivered the substance of this sermon;
and it was one of great length, learning, and eloquence.
It seems that he was foolish enough to believe that he
could uproot Methodism. He, defended by carefully
prepared logic the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism,
which had been assailed in the Methodist pulpits and
publications of the section. H e was not satisfied
with acting on the defensive, but violently assailed
Arminianism and Methodist episcopacy. H e declared
the episcopacy t o be a system of one-man power, a
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tyranny. He also affected to show by cunningly devised sophistry that Arminianism logically leads to
despotism and that Calvinism leads to civil liberty.
I n support of his logic he cited history to show that
predestinarians have always been the friends of civil
liberty and Arminians the friends of monarchy.
Hearing and hearing of this sermon, a‘majority of
tlie students of Emory and Henry College petitioned
Mr. Collins to reply to it. Dr. Ross’s controversial
sermon was preached on Saturday. Mr. Collins requested him to repeat to the congregation on Monday
the leading points in his Saturday sermon, which he
did, Mr. Collins being p;esent and taking notes. It
was agreed that on Sunday week thereafter Mr. Collins should reply to this sermon in the same church.
These two weeks Mr. Collins spent in laborious preparation for his reply. Fortunately, the college library,
a well-selected collection of books, was at hand. Prof.
Edmuiid Longley, a universal scholar, a walking cyclopedia, directed the attention of his colleague, the
young divine, to the proper authorities. At the proper time Mr. Collins was in the Presbyterian pulpit
with several armfuls of books. The church was
cramiiicd with people anxious td witness the theological bout, the Methodists solicitous for the success of
their youthful and untried champi‘on and the Presbyterians confident that their Goliath would give the ecclesiastical flesh of tlie little David to the fowls of the
ecclesiastical atmosphere. Mr. Collins announced as a
text: “ H e that is first in his own cause seemeth to be
just ; but his neighbor comctli and searcheth him out.”
(t’rov. xviii. 17.) FIc stootl and spoke for seven
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hours without intermission. H e reviewed the arguments of Dr. Ross. H e not only defended Arminianism, but carried the war into -4frica. The reading
of authorities, Calvinistic and Arminian, took up
much of the time, of course. The effort consisted
of argument offensive and defensive, citations, sparkling irony, a’nd sober invective. The last three-quarters of an hour was occupied in a direct address to
Dr. Ross. H e eiideavored to show him the harm he
was doing by fanning the flames of sectarian hate,
advising him to go home and devote his talents to
preaching the peaceable gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to the saving of souls. The Emory students said that President Collins had administered t o
Dr. Ross a private reproof publicly. The next day Dr.
Ross spoke four hours, but scarcely alluded to what
hlr. Collins had said.
It was Dr. Ross’s Waterloo. I believe I am safe
in saying that in a short time after this debate he retired from the controversial forum. About this time
another Richmond entered the ring, the redoubtable
William G. Brownlow, who did not hesitate to strike
below the belt. Brownlow followed the trail of Dr.
Ross from Chattanooga to New River, and in a fourhour address at leading points reviewed the arguments of the great divine and the divine himself.
In these days of sermonettes-little homilies, little
in length and little in strength-the reader will be surprised to learn that no one became weary under Collins’s seven-hour speech or under Brownlow’s fourhour speeches. When Mr. Collins’s seven-hour talk
had ended, he was famous. I t was a triumph of
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learning and genius. He afterwards repeated tllc
leading thoughts of this great sermon in a dedicatory
sermon in Greeneville,’ Tenn., which \vas ptib1is;hed
under the title “Methodism and Calvinism Compared.’’
While at Emory and Henry College Dr. ‘Collins
edited a quarterly entitled SoiitJieriz Rcpcvtory njtd
College Review, which took rank at once. Of him
Bishop Simpson says : “His thoughts were weighed
in the balances of Christian philosophy and thea uttered with transparency and precision. In style he
was clear, concise, pointed ; in language, pure and elegant ; in spirit, calm but earnest and inipressive.’‘l
As Dr. Collins grew in wealth he seemed to relax
his grip on it. As he grew easy in his circumstances
he warmed up toward the destitute and the suffering.
Mrs. Jane Dinwiddie, of Bristol, Tenn., who at one
time was housekeeper in his great establishment in
Memphis, observing that he did not house his coal,
said to him one clay: “Dr. Collins, you ought to put
your coal under lock and key; people will steal it.”
H e replied: “They won’t steal it unless they need it.”
. Do you suppose that God kindled such a light as
Charles Collins just to blow it out? No, it still blazes ;
and if we hac1 spiritual eyes, we would see its light
falling upon our pathways. I believe that he knows
that I am writing of him ; and I am glad of the privilege of adding a mite, small though it be, to his
transcelldent joy by this imperfect tribute to his wonderful talent and great worth.
111 the Knoxville Press and Herald c01. John M.
Fleming, the editor, said :
Isimpson’s “Cyclopedia of Methodism.”
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Dr. Collins was in many respects a superior man. In
strength of character he had few equals. As an executive
officer he was surpassed by no college President in the land;
and, had his early ambitions taken a worldly turn, he had
the capacity to have wielded successfully the affairs of a State
or nation. H e was stern to command, gentle to persuade, and
was either as duty required. While administering his college
presidency he seemed as if born for the discipline of youth;
and yet, did the Church require his counsel, he was equally
master in her cabinet. H e was sympathetic, even to tenderness, with human misfortune, as was specially exemplified in
his kindness to youths to whom fortune had denied the means
of early education. Of the thousands who will mourn his
death, none will feel a more touching sorrow than those who
will remember his parental guardianship. It has been with a
saddened though grateful recollection of his thousand kindnesses during the years of our wayward boyhood that we
have penned this poor tribute to his memory. H e is safe
with his God.

A notice of Creed Fulton was given in Volume III.,
and of S. 13. Harwell in Volume 11.
William R. Long was a Lower East Tennesseean.
As a preacher he was not equal to his brother Carroll
or even to his brother James R. During or after the
Civil W a r he transferred his membership to the Methodist Episcopal Church. I remember that he had a
very intelligent, sprightly, and useful wife.
George K. Snapp was of an excellent Upper East
Tennessee family. H e was from Sullivan County, and
was a man of fair talents and attainments and of unblemished character.
Eli K. Hutsell died J ~ l y24, 1852. He was a good
preacher, magnetic and fascinating. H e traveled only
a few years, and was placed on the superannuate list
on account of feeble health from pulmonary disease.
*
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While in the active work he was unusually stlccessful
in winning souls to Christ. He preached occasiotlally
while a superannuate, and always with acceptability.
H e enjoyed the blessing of perfect love. His wife
was Mary Ann Wells, who was born on TurkeF Creek,
Buncombe County, N.C., April 13, 1818; and died at
the home of her son-in-law, Xr. Silas Sharp, near
L a Follette, Tenn., Koveixber 29, 1902. Her vigorous intellect was an inheritance from the Philips stock,
her mother being an aunt of the Rev. Sewell Philips.
At the death of her husband she was thrown upon
her own resources : but with an excellent English education and a happy talent for governing and imparting instruction, she made a good living at schoolteaching, and reared an excellent family. She gave to
the Church one of our most gifted traveling preachers,
the Rev. R. A. Hutsell, now (1909)a member of the
Conference. Eli K. Hutsell spent his last years in
Buncombe County, N. C., as a farmer and part of the
time as a merchant. When he was dying lie asked a
friend if he thought he was dying, and on receiving
an affirmative answer he said: “If this is death, thank
God for death !” Dr. Samuel Patton preached a memorial sermon of Erother Hutsell at the Conference
of 1852. It was a written sermon, and the preacher
scarcely lifted his eyes from the manuscript; but such
was the affection of the preachers for the deceased
and such’ was the spiritual power that accompanied
the reading that when a lively song was sung after
tile sermon there was a delightful Pentecost. There
was general weeping and rejoicing throughout the
congregation.
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Since penning the above a sketch of the La Follette
Church, by the Rev. Frank Richardson, has fallen
into illy hands. Long years before La Follette was a
town the Methodists had circuit preaching once a
month on week days at Walker’s Schoolhouse, situated
about one mile from the present site of the town. Dr.
Richardson says :
In June of I S ~ ZRev. E. K. Hutsell, tlicn preacher in
charge of Tazewell Circuit, came to an appointment at S. H.
Walker’s, and with him Dr. Jacltsoii Buckley and a local
preacher and physician, of Fincastle, Tenn. There were present twelve persons besides the preachers, my mother being the
only professing Christian and member of the Cliurch among
them. Hutsell preached, aiid called on Buckley to coiiclwlethe custom of the times. There was ostensibly no special
movement among the hearers, but, seeing a yodng lady present who had been a seeker at another place, he concluded to
call penitents forward for her benefit. T o his astonishment,
the entire eleven unconverted persons came forward and knelt
for prayers, The serrices were continued for quite a while,
and three of the penitents were happily converted before they
closed. The meeting was protracted six days, and resulted in
the most powerful and wonderful religious movenicnt I have
ever known. It y a s a veritable Pentecost. People flocked to
the place till there were enough to fill the little schoolhouse
several times. No one, so far as I know (and I was present),
ever came on the ground who was not conscious of the presence and influence of an uiiscen power. The stoutest men aiid
the most hardened sinners were suddenly smitten and fell to
the gronnd crjing for mercy. If you w a k e d away from the
crowd where the noise of weeping pcnitents and shouting
Christians was usually very great, you could hear men praying
aloud through the woods in every direction. It is impossible
to tell how many professed conversion during the six days of
the meeting, but there were hundreds. When the meeting
closed, people were coming to it froin many miles around.
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Thcre was no abatement of interest, but a constant increase
to the end. A few weeks later another meeting was held a t
the same place, at which time the young converts of that
coininunity were baptized and received into the Church. The
baptism was peculiar. At the schoolhouse almost as many as
could kneel in it were baptized by sprinkling. Then they wellt
to Big Creek, the great audience making a very long procession. A number knelt a t the edge of the creek, and the Evater
was poured on them by the pastor, Brother Hutsell. Then
Dr. Buckley, peing a strong man, took a number into the
middle of the creek, where part of them knelt down and had
the water poured 011 them, and others were immersed.
This revival continued for months and even years, spread
into all the surrounding country, and resulted in the conversion of thousands, several of whom became ministers of the
gospel, and some of them have done eminent service in that
sacred calling. There are hundreds in heaven to-day who owe
their conversion and salvation to the marvelous influence
which was started a t that wonderful meeting. In the immediate community surrounding the place where the town of
L a Follette now stands almost every person of sufficient age
was converted and joined the Methodist Church. The new
converts were of every age, from the little boy and girl to the
gray-haired grandfather and grandmother, and of every circle
of society, rich and poor, bond and free, black and white,
educated and uneducated.
o n e result of the revival was the erection of a large camp
ground one and a half miles east of La Follette, at which
camp meetings were held annually for many years. These
meetings were very popular and very useful. The tent holders
were David and Laban Sharp, John Grimes, J. J. Mars, I. C.
Petree, John Kincaid, James Cooper, Richard Vinsant, Joseph
Delap, Mrs. Brummit, Henry Grimes, and William Richardson.
This camp ground was occupied and destroyed by Confederate
soldiers during the W a r between the States. Another one of
its results was the erection of a plain, substantial brick church,
which was called Soule Chapel, in honor of Bishop Joshua

Soule.
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Erastus Rowley was a Northern inan of superior
talents and education. H e joined the Conference on
trial in 1851, when the Conference took charge of the
Western Carolina Female College, and was continued
as its President. At the close of the year, becoming
disconnected with the college, he was discontinued.
Later, when the Conference established the Athens
Female College, he became its President; but a short
time after the war he assisted ministers and meinbers of the Methodist Episcopal Church in engineering the institution out of the hands of the PI/Iethodist
Episcopal Church, South. I have lost sight of him.
J. C. Pendergrass, who was transferred to the Pacific Coast, was a man of considerable ability as a
preacher, analyzed a subject well, and used good English. My recollection is that lie did good work in the
Pacific Conference for many years. Mr. Pendergrass
married a daughter of Mrs. Elizabeth C. Truslow, of
Knoxville, Tenn., and at this point I take occasion to
introduce a sketch of one of the most remarkable
women of Holston Methodism :
Elizabeth Ashfield Graves Valentine was born in Charles
City County, Va., March 12, 1787. On November 29, 1810,in
the city of Richmond, Va., she was married to Mr. Arinstead
Truslow. Seven years afterwards they moved to Lynchburg,
Va., where Mr. Truslow died in 1836. I n 1837 Mrs. Truslow,
with her orphaned family, moved to Knoxville, Tenn., where
she lived until her death, February j, 1871.
Mrs. Truslow became a communicant of the Methodist
Church at the age of twelve, and was therefore a Methodist
seventy-two years. She knew intimately Asbury, McKendree,
and Jesse Lee. H e r life, like a golden cord, stretched across
three generations. Her mind was strong and was well cultivated. Up t o within a few days of her death she could talk
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with as much vigor of thought as any one. She \vas du\.,jtcd
to her Church. Kothing could draw her from ir. Poa-ibly,
by her pravers, her faith, her hopeful confidence, she contributed niore largely than any one else to the reestablishmexlr of
the Southern Llethodist Church in Knosrille aiter the Jvar.
T h e Northern Methodists having taken possesaion of the
property, the records were gone. IYlien the reorganization
occurred, her name headed the roll of members. IVhile so
devoted to her o m Church, she x a s no bigot, but was noted
for her great catholicity.
H e r practical benevolence through life was limited only by
her ability. H e r charity for the unfortunate and erring ~ v a j
unbounded. Always active in any matter that concerned the
Church o r the cause Gf Christ, and looked up to by the community on account of her great piety, it was in the iamily
circle that she appeared to the best advantage. Here the
whole round of cheerful, womanly graces, tempered into a
heavenly beauty by her religion, shone forth in all their
brightness.
She died a t the residence of Henry Atilt, Esq., having been
a member of his household ever after his marriage to her
daughter in 1838. Y r . Atilt and his children, whom she had
guided t o manhood and womanhood, never hesitated to say
that she was the best Christian they ever knew. This testimony was also borne by her pastor in his funeral discourse,
from which discourse the foregoing is largely taken. She was
the mother of eight children, all now deceased and all having
died in the triumphs of the Christian faith. -4rnong her living
descendants are Nrs. T. K. Trigg, of .4bingdon, Va. ; Frederick
ill. Truslow, of the Georgia Railroad, Savannah, Ga. ; Judge
William Truslovv Newman, of the United States District
Court, Atlanta, Ga. ; two daughters of Rev. J. C. Pendergrass,
in California; R. -4.Jackson, Knox County, Tenn.; and ;n
the old home at Knoxville Miss 11.A. Ault, Henry T. Auk,
President Of the Merchants' Bank, and Frederick A. A u k
Assistant Cashier of the same bank. Yrs. Truslow was buried
from old Church Street Church, ministers of ail denominations
being present. The funeral sermon was preached by the

9
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pastor, Rev. E. E. Hoss, now Bishop HOSS,from the text,
“She hath done what she could.” Rev. Dr. Park, of the
Presbyterian Church, Rev. BIr. Lloyd, of the Baptist Church,
Rev. Dr. Humes, of the Episcopal Church, and Rev. J. M.
McTeer, presiding elder, all took part in the Services.

Rev. SiVilliam H. Bates, in a newspaper article, said:

Sister Truslow was an old-time Methodist. She joined the
Church in Richmond, Va., when very young. With the high
pulpits of those days (as she told me) they held her up in
order t o reach the hand of the preacher. She heard Bishop
Asbury, Jesse Lee, and many others contemporary with them.
She kept punctually the quarterly fasts. In addition t o prayer
and fasting, she read Paul’s letter to the Colossians, Ephesians,
or Philippians.‘ The class meeting she never missed if she
was able to attend. Though quiet and unobtrusive, she never
refused to lead in prayer when called upon. H e r prayers were
so humble, so trustful, so joyous and helpful. She was never
boisterous ;but when she arose from her knees, her face bathed
in tears, there was beaming from her face that which showed
that glory crowned the mercy seat, I doubt if any one contributed more largely to the reestablishment of Southern
Methodism in Knoxville than she by her prayers and hopeful
confidence. Before she passed away, she was a great sufferer
from paralysis. Yet amid it all and over it all the grace of
God triumphed. God’s goodness and love were her themes.
Not satisfied to tell the story of his love to all who visited her,
she sent for some to talk to them and sent messages to others.
Truly the memory of the just is blessed. When shall we see
her Eke again?

The Conference of 1852 was the first Conference
ever held in the town of Asheville. A t that date the
population of the place was probably not over one
thousand inhabitants. Situated in a rough, mountainous region, without railway advantages, it had
nothing t o develop and enlarge it but the piire air and
water and picturesgue scenery characteristic of the
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section, which attracted in tlie suninier iiioiiths numerous visitors in quest of health and pleasure.
Buncombe County was laid off from the western
portions of Burke and Rutherford Counties in 1791,
while David Vance was a member of the Legislature
from Burke County and William Davidson-was State
Senator from Rutherford County.
Asheville had its beginning as follows: The first
county court of Buncombe met and organized in the
house of Col. William Davidson, who lived a t what
was known as Gum Spring, on the south bank of
Swannanoa River, about half a mile above its mouth,
but was so numerously attended that it adjourned
to his barn. Here all the county courts met from
April, 1792, t o April, 1793, inclusive. But in July,
1753, the court met in Morristown, variously written
as Morristown, Morris Town, the Town of Morris,
and Buncombe Courthouse.
A word about the origin of Morristown: I n July,
1794, John Burton obtained a grant of two hundred
acres of land known as the Town tract. He also afterwards obtained a grant of an additional two hundred
acres known as the Gillilan tract, lying adjacent to
and north of the Town tract. On the Town tract he
laid off a number of half-acre lots to be sold for town
lots. After disposing of a number of these lots, he
grew weary of his town project and sold both tracts,
except what had been disposed of as town lots, to
Zebulon and Beaden Baird. This sale was made April
20, 1795. For the anachronism of the above'dates I
am not responsible; I give the figures as I have received them.
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UIlder a decree of court the tract of four hundred
acres which the Eairds owned was sold at public outCry, and was bidden off by Zachariah Candler for
Zebulon Eaird. In 1797 the Legislature incorporated
the town of Morristown, but changed its name to
-4sheviIle in honor of Samuel Ashe, then Governor of
the State.
David Vance, Esq., who lived and died on Upper
Reems Creek, was the first County Court Clerk of the
county. His chirography was beautiful, and his clerical work was eminently neat and systematic. His
merits as Clerk, legislator, and citizen were a few
years since recognized by the erection by his descenclants of a handsome monument a t the place of his
burial. Zebulon B. and Robert B. Vance were among
his grandsons. David Vance was a Presbyterian, 'and
so was his son David Vance; but many of his descendants have been Methodists, and Methodists of a
fine type.
Among the descendants of the elder David Vance
was the Hon. Allen M. Davidson, of Asheville, a
grandson, who was during the Civil W a r a member
of the Confederate Congress and a successful lawyer.
His son Theodore Davidson is (1911)an eminent
lawyer, and was for some time Attorney-General of
the State.
The town of Asheville was built on the Zebulon
Baird lands. The brothers, Zebulon and Beaden Baird,
were of Scotch descent, and came to North Carolina from New Jersey. In 1793 they brought to Buncombe the first four-wheeled wagon ever seen in the
county, and they were the first merchants of the coun-
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ty. They settled .and lived on farms lying between
what is now Asheville and Weaverville.
Zebulon Eaird died in March, 1827. I n himself
deserving of a history, he has become more historical
by being the grandfather of Senator 2. E. Vance, his
namesake, and of that paragon of piety and usefulness, Gen. Robert E. Vance. David Vance and Zebulon Gaird were stanch Presbyterians, but their posterity are largely and conspicuously hlethodists.
In 1824 the Legislature of North Carolina incorporated the Buncombe Turnpike Company, and a turnpike from Saluda Gap, then in Buncombe County, to
the Tennessee line was completed in 1828. This pike
gave a new impetus t o Asheville, for it opened Euncoinbe to the world, and it was much used by travelers and stock drivers. It is no esaggeration to say
that seventy-five o r a huiidred thousand hogs were
driven over this pike.every autumn for a number of
years, and horses, mules, cattle, and sheep in proportion. T h e travel and the stock-driving industry occasioned the establishment of a number of hotels from
the Tennessee line at Paint Rock to the South Carolina line, wliicli enriched their possessors ; and a nuinber of prosperous and cultured families lived along
the turnpike, which followed the ineancleriiigs of
French 1:roatl Kivcr as it pursued its noisy course
amid the precipitous ridges of the Smoky Mountains.
Tradition has it that while David 13. Cuinming was
an French Broad Circuit: in 1524-25 he organized the
first Methodist society in Aslieville,’ which remained
in a circuit till the ycar 1848.
‘See Volume 111. of this work, p. 101.

-
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Asheville was erected into a station in 1848, with
I n 1849 the station
reported sixty-five white members, fifty-nine colored
members, and two local preachers.
Western North Carolina was for a long time cut
off froin the great world by mountains, rough roads,
and lack of railroad and navigation advantages. It
is true that the French Broad River in North Carolina is a considerable river; but, as Bishop McTyeire
once said of it, “it would not navigate a fence rail.”
It was some years after the Civil W a r before the
mountains of that section echoed with the shrill whistle of the locomotive. But on the completion of the
railroads connecting Salisbury, N. C., with Morristown, Tenn., and Asheville with Atlanta, the town and
surrounding country began to develop rapidly. Capital, enterprise, and people began to flow into Runcombe County in constantly increasing streams. T h e
population of Asheville (1909)has increased to some
thirty-five thousand inhabitants, and it is one of the
best towns in the Southern States. As a health and
pleasure resort it has a national reputation. George
Vanderbilt has bouglit up thousands of acres of land
in the vicinity of the city, and his improvements have
run into millions of dollars. In gardening, stock-raising, and architecture he has set a splendid example
to the denizens of the mountains.
The growth of Methodism in Asheville has kept
pace with the material growth of the city, which is
now one of the strongholds of that form of the faith.
The Church there has reaped the fruit of many genuine revivals. The author was stationed there in 1866,

J. S. Eurnett as its first pastor.
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and remained there two years. In his first year the
Church was visited with a gracious revival of farreaching influence both as to space and time. I n two
weeks eighty souls professed conversion in the oldtime Methodist style. During the meeting there were
ten or a dozen religious trances, which defied the philosophy of the physicians and caused a spirit of awe to
fall on the whole community. Persons became helpless and speechless for hours and, in a few cases, for
days; but those who entered the trances as sinners
came out of them as saints. These trances seemed to
result from sympathy of the body with the soul dying
from sin. Why call them fanaticism?. They were
unsought and unavoidable. A t one ceremony the write r received into the Church sixty-three persons of
both sexes and varying in ages from the mere child
to the veteran of business and the venerable matron.
The Rev. W. W. Bays, D.D., took charge of Aslieville Station in 1883. At that time there was but
one Southern Methodist congregation in the town,
afterwards named Central Church. The Methodist
Episcopal Church then had a small frame building on
Patton Avenue, and the Rev. W. M. Eagby (now of
the Western North Carolina Conference, Methodist
Episcopal Church, South) had just served that Church
one year ; he soon thereafter joined the Church, South.
There were a t that time some colored Methodist
Churches in the city.
Before Dr. Bays arrived in Asheville Mr. J. J. Hill,
a layman, had been conducting a Methodist Sunday
school in a small rented cottage in North Asheville,
then known as Doubleday. In the fall of 1884 Dr.
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Bays conducted a protracted meeting in this cottage.

A number professed conversion, and a small class of
nine persons was organized. This was the beginning of
our Church in North Asheville. I n the spring of 1885
Dr. Bays began building a frame church at that place on
a lot donated by the Doubleday Land Company. As
soon as the house was up, the roof on, and the floor
laid, he began to preach in it, supplying the lack of
window glass with white cotton cloth. It was a hard
pull to build that house, as many of the Central Church

.

were not in sympathy with the movement. But the
Rev. L. M. Pease, of blessed memory, gave two hundred dollars to the enterprise. No other, save Dr.
Bays himself, gave more than ten or fifteen dollars.
H e designed the building, laid off nearly every tim:
ber in the frame, and did many a hard day’s work
with his own hands. The membership of this Church
grew steadily from the beginning. Some years since,
this house was sold to the Baptists; and the North
Asheville Methodists, under the pastorate of the Rev.
E. K. McLarty, built a handsome new church on
Chestnut Street, where they now worship.
I n the winter of 1886 Dr. Bays secured a room f o r
a Sunday school from the Hon. Richmond Pearson
in a brick storehouse which he had on the French
Broad River at the old Asheville depot. H e bought
lumber for seats, and made them with his own hands.
There a Sunday school was begun in the spring of
1887. First one and then another served as superintendent. Dr. Bays acted as superintendent himself a
part of the time and preached there frequently. By
and by a new society was organized there. In the
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summer of 1887 Dr. Eays secured a lot from a good
Presbyterian brother on which to build a church far
our West Asheville people. H e planned the building,
gave two hundred dollars of his own money to the
enterprise, and did much of the work with his obvn
hands. The money which he gave to this enterprise
was one-fifth of his entire salary for the year. JVlIat
will tithing people say of this? If he had been a
tither, he would have stopped at one hundred dollars.
His people were not in full sympathy with this enterprise, and did not contribute as liberally as they
should have done. The Hon. Thomas D. Johnson
was the most liberal lay contributor; he gave sixty
dollars. The sainted Miss Anna Aston, daughter af
Judge E. W. Aston, was in full sympathy with this
work, and did much in many ways to further it. The
memory of her pure, self-sacrificing life will ever remain in Asheville as a sweet perfume. Dr. Bays had
at that time the assistance of the Rev. E. S. Bettis,
afterwards a member of the Holston Conference, and
he did good work in both North and West Asheville.
The West Asheville charge afterwards sold the Bays
house and bought a brick church from the congregation of the Methodist Episcopal Church on Haywood
Street, where they now worship, and the charge is a
strong, self-supporting one. The little West Ashevi& building still stands, and is occupied by the Wesleyan Methodists.
In the fall of 1886 Dr. Bays began home missionary operations on the side of Beaumont, a hill which
was formerly called Beaucatcher. This work he began in a cottage. Mrs. Ervin Sluder had donated a
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lot on College Street, just above the Asheville Female
College, for Church purposes. Dr. Eays then organized in his congregation a home mission society, with
regular officers, the first society of the kind he had
known of. This society raised a small fund with which
to build a chapel on College Street, and the building
went up as by magic. Dr. Bays got the lumber to the
place and hired a number of carpenters. They began
work on Wednesday a t one o’clock, and by sundown
on Saturday they had finished the church, a building
16x 31, with basement, vestibule, belfry, and bell
hung in its place, seats, aisles carpeted, stove up, pulpit and altar all complete. On the following Sunday he
preached in this chapel and organized a Sunday school
of forty-two members. bIr. Harry Lindsay superintended this Sunday school for several years.
At the Conference of 1887 the three new congregations were set off as a separate charge and called
Asheville City Mission. A t that Conference Dr. Bays
was appointed preacher in charge of this mission,
with the Rev. C. &/I. Bishop as assistant. Dr. Bays
was not expected to do full work; but he preached occasionally in the mission churches, and for his services during the year he received exactly twenty-five
cents !
When the new church was built in North Asheville on Chestnut Street, the College Street Church
was absorbed by it. After this Bethel Church was
built in Southwest Asheville. It was mainly paid for
by Miss Mattie Johnson, sister of the Hon. Thomas
D. Johnson. This Church has grown to be a self-supporting charge. A new chapel has also been built
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near the river in West Asheville and called Riverside ;
and another charge has been formed a t Weaver Dam,
on the river some miles below Asheville, and still another in West Asheville, west of the river, and one at
Biltmore-all more or less, directly or indirectly, the
product of the original Asheville Station. The old
church of Asheville Station has been torn down and
succeeded by the handsome new stone Central Methodist Church, one of the finest in the State and costing sixty or seventy thousand dollars.
I have perhaps given too much space to the progress of Methodism in Asheville. But the enterprise
and energy of Dr. Bays in fortifying for Methodism
-and
Christianity as well-the
several points referred to in that growing city of the mountains deserve commendation. Centralizers would have preferred to build up one great Church for all Asheville,
able to furnish a plethoric salary at small cost to the
individual members; but a single Church could not
have supplied the entire population with Methodist
gospel, and could not have held the mass of the people to Methodism, as the policy inaugurated by Dr.
Bays has done. He is a long-headed man, and he
foresaw as few others did the great strides in wealth
and population which Asheville was destined to make
and the necessity of Church expansion to meet the exigencies of the foreseen material and social expansion
of the city.
I n the St. Louis Christian Advocate of May 3, 1852,
there appeared from the pen of Dr. Brunner a brief
appreciation of an excellent local preacher on the Dandridge Circuit, which follows :
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Rev. Daniel Lyle, a local preacher still living on the Dandridge Circuit, Holston Conference, was, many years ago,
informed that preaching was needed in the neighborhood of
Henry’s Cross Roads, Sevier County, Tenn. Accordingly he
sent an appointment to preach at a schoolhouse in the neighborhood. On the day appointed he went to the place and
found not a few in attendance. After preaching to the crowd
of people who had come, at least many of them, to hear what
a Methodist had to say, he proceeded to read the General
Rules as laid down in our excellent book of Discipline. H e
then established a regular appointment for preaching a t that
place, once in every four weeks. It was months before he
could induce any to come out from the world and join the
Church; but he grew not weary in well-doing, believing that
in due season he would reap if he fainted not. At length two
females, rather unpromising ones, offered themselves as probationers. Subsequently at nearly every appointment he received an accession of one or more. In process of time seventeen of the best settlers in the neighborhood joined the Church
in one day. The place was taken into the plan of the circuit.
A large and comfortable frame church has recently been erected near where the old schoolhouse stood; and here regularly
assemble a pious, intelligent people to offer up their spiritual
sacrifices to Almighty God. A more liberal, high-minded class
is not to be found on the circuit. Many who have been gathered into the fold of Christ have, in the changes of society,
scattered abroad; many have died in the faith and have gone
home to heaven. But Brother Lyle, weighed down with age
and afflictions, has ceased to visit regularly this scene of his
labors. RecentIy a calculation was made to see how far he
had, upon the whole, traveled in going to and from his appointments af that place, when it was ascertained that he had
traveled seven thousand four hundred arid forty-two miles in
sixteen years. For all this toil and labor in preaching at that
place he has received nothing from the Church. Yet by industry and economy and the blessing of God he has enjoyed a
competency.

'
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About the year 1832 Samuel Lotspeich, a SIethodist local preacher, emigrated to Cocke Countj, Tenn.,
and purchased a farm from IVilliam Garrett, Slr.
Lotspeich had inherited an ample patrimony, and he
seemed to possess all the coiiditioiis of a happy life;
but misfortune after misfortune came upon him thick
and fast. Three of his children, while watching the
laborers at work in a field, were forced by a thunder shower to take shelter under a sycamore tree near
the Big Pigeon River, when an electric current struck
the tree, instantly killing the girl and smaller boy and
severely shocking the larger boy. This calamity was
followed in a short time by the death of his wife.
In the meantime his eldest daughter, Barbara, was
married to Elisha Moore, and they began housekeeping in Jefferson County, just across the line on the
north bank of the French Eroad River, opposite to
the Irish Bottoms, in Cocke County. Mr. Lotspeich
married again, and his second wife was a Miss Gibson,
of Abingdoii, Va. The daughter, Jane, and her stepmother not harmonizing, the former went to) live with
her married sister. Elisha Moore owned a slave by
the name of Tom, and he and Mr. and Mrs. Moore
and Miss Lotspeich constituted the family. One night
in June, 1853, the negro entered the family rooin, and
with an a x murdered the married couple, then with
the same instrument struck crown the innocent girl.
outraged her, and then completed the triple murder
by dashing out her brains. H e was soon captured
and by torture forced to confess. The details of the
confession will not be given here ; they are too horrifying. It is impossible to conceive of a more fiendish

14-2

HOLSTON XETHODISN.

deed. His master and mistress had always been kind
a n d indulgent to him. H e had no ill will for them ;on
the contrary, he had every reason to love them. They
were murdered to make way for the gratification of a
fiendish lust, which had been provoked by no imprudence on the part of the innocent girl.
T h e negro was defiant. H e expressed n o regret for
the murder of the girl, but did’say that if he had it
to do over again he possibly would not have killed
Mr. Moore and his wife. A lynching bee was formed
and a day appointed for burning the negro at a stake.
About six thousand people assembled, including about
one thousand slaves. While he was being tied to the
stake -a persimmon tree -he turned and laughed
scornfully in the face of the bystanders and refused
t o call upon God for mercy. The flames did their
work quickly, and the soul of the poor sinner returned
to God who gave it.‘ h Northern man having heard
of this lynching and having expressed his condemnation of it, one of the eye-witnesses gave him a detailed account of the whole affair, whereupon he remarked: “If I had been there at the time, I probably
would have taken a hand in the lynching.” The New
Testament doctrine of demoniacal possession, or rather obsession, 1-am disposed to believe to be true, and
true for the present day as well as for ancient times ;
and it is quite likely that this negro was thus affected.
The author was appointed to Jasper Circuit in 1852;
and just before the Conference of 1853 he held a
meeting at Henninger’s Chapel, a church about twenty miles east of Jasper and in the vicinity of what is
‘A newspaper article of W. J. McSween, Esq.
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now Dunlap. The Rev. John R. Stewart furnishes
me some items of religious history of that immediate
community, which I will reproduce in this connection;
A t the present time one of the strongholds of Lfethodism in Sequatchee V-alley is the old Henninger’s
. Chapel neighborhood (now called Chapel Hill). The
church was burned during the war by Federal soldiers while camped there. A revival of very remarkable scope and power was conducted a t this church by
the young pastor, IC. N. Price, of the Jasper Circuit,
in the fall of 1853. Many were converted in this meeting who afterwards became religious leaders, some of
whom remain useful to the present day ( 1910). Without invidious distinction may be mentioned some of the
larger family connections almost entirely brought into
the Church by this meeting, such as the Kirklins, the
Deakinses, the Thurmons, the Stewarts, the Barkers,
and the Andersons. The Rev. A. D. Stewart, of the
Holston Conference, was one of the converts. Some:
time in the Conference year 1852-53,while I was in
charge of Jasper Circuit, I happened to be at the home
of the Rev. James Rogers, a local preacher, who lived
near Henninger’s Chapel. While I was in the woods
near by meditating, a messenger came from the home
of Mr. William Stewart requesting Mr. Rogers and
the preacher to go a t once to his house to talk and
pray with his son, who was dying. Mr. Rogers, feeling that the King’s businesk required haste, and not
waiting for my return to the house, obeyed the call at
once. When he reached Mr. Stewart’s house, he saw
that no time was to be lost. So without the usual pre:
liminaries of reading, song, and prayer, he proceeded
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to direct the dying man to the Saviour of the world;
and he at once laid hold upon him by faith, and was
filled with joy and peace. H e then fell into a doze,
and was sleeping when I arrived, so that I had no opportunity to speak to him. I learned after I left that
he awaked rejoicing, called his friends around him,
including his cousin Absalom D. Stewart, and constrained them to promise to meet him in heaven. His
spirit then returned to God. This was the beginning
of a train of influences that eventually brought the
whole Stewart tribe into the Church. The young
man of whose death I have spoken was by the name
of Absaloin, a family name. A notice of the conversion and call to preach of A. D. Stewart will be given
in Chapter XII. Among the converts of the revival
who made Church workers were Stephen D. Thurmon,
William D. Stewart, and William Deakins. The most
prominent lay workers in this Church for many years
were Josiah Rogers, who was converted at Ricliland
Camp Meeting in 1844, and the Stephen D. Thurmon
and William D. Stewart just mentioned. They were
faithful supporters of the pastor, whoever lie might
be, and promoters of every spiritual movement.
William D. Stewart, a brother of Absalom D. Stewart, was accidentally killed in 1869 by a friend, who
while they were hunting took him for a deer. When
he joined the Xethodist Church, none of his family
connection were members of that communion. Afterwards practically all of them became Methodists.
Four of them became itinerant Methodist preachersnamely, A. D. Stewart and son, Richard A., brother
and nephew of William D.; and the two soils of the

,

last, Joll~lR. and William J., of the Tennessee Conference. The Rev. John Alley in an obituary notice
of tVilliarn D. Stewart said: "He was possessed of
talents of a high order; and when warmed under a
good gospel sermon or at a prayer meeting he would
seem to be aglow with the power and glory of God,
and in prayer ~voulcialinost, it seemed, bring heaven
and earth together. JThen he arose from his knees,
t h e whole congregation would be in tears, and many
Christians would be in a high state of ecstasy."
Stephen D. Thurmon was a fervent Christian, able
in 'prayer, an untiring singer, and a great revival
worker. He led many souls to the Saviour. H e died
in 1896.
A remarkable ma> in this community was Josiah
Rogers, familiarly known as Uncle Si. IIe was a son
of \Yilliam Rogers and a nephew of Daswell Rogers.
He w a s physically stalwart and sinewy, intellectually
scarcely reaching mediocrity, spiritually a veritable
giant. Wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove, and in
courage not deficient, he had a firmer grasp on the
esteem and confidence of the people of that .section
than any other man in it. He was born in 1817, born
again in 184,and ever afterwards led a joyous, Cliristian life. EIe was known iar and wide as a great
shouter. Frequently at church, at home, in the field,
on the roadside, and in times of bereavement his exulting soul woulcl rise above every cumbering care in
rapturous praise to God. H e shouted because he coulcl
not hold his peace. At such times the people hung
upon his ecstatic words with profound relib*
woiis awe.
I5is life was as consistent as his joy was exuberant,
TO
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Unable to lead in song or public exhortation, and his
prayers characterized by a sameness of expression, he
was nevertheless a great power for good. H e died
in 1882.
In this coinrnunity lived hlrs. Louisa Kirklin, daugliter of John and Elizabeth Anderson. She was of an
excellent family. One of her brothers was for some
years a member of Congress and was murdered by
Union men in 1S61. She was a devout Christian for
many years before the revival just mentioned, a woma n of holiness of heart and life. One of her daughters
married the Rev. John Alley and another the Rev.
Mitchell P. Swaim. Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson was
married the second time, and a son by this second marriage was Roland P. Loyd, one of the best citizens of
this valley. I may add that Louisa Anderson Kirklin
was the first white child born in Sequatchee Valley,
and the second was William Griffith, who lived and
died at an advanced age in Jasper.
The Conference met in its thirtieth session in Wytheville, Va., October 12, 1853, Bishop Paine President,
and William C. Graves Secretary.
This session was characterized by an unusual amount
of disciplinary trouble. Two men were arraigned for
the violation of marriage contracts. Both passed, one
of them with a mild vote of censure and the other with
the loss of his parchments for one year. One man was
arraigned for high imprudence, possibly involving immorality, and he cut the Gordian knot by withdrawing
from the Church. Years afterwards he was licensed
to preach again and died in the local ministry. One
man who had gone West was left without an appoint-

nient GII account of the nonpa;\xient of a debt to the
Book Concern, and the bishop \vas by vote requested
to report for him in the General Minutes a discontinuance if he should receive information of the p a y
nient of the debt. Another was tried for the nonpnyment of a debt to the Book Concern and willful falsehood connected therewith and expelled iron1 the
Church.
I mention these items to show that the Conference was at that time strict in the administration of
discipline and required a high standard of moral conduct in its preachers.
A t this session a paper from I I r . Alexander Kennedy, of Ciount County, Tenn., was presented to the
Conference, in which the Conference was requested to
appoint a board of trustees to receive from him a donation creating a fund the interest of which shoultl
be applied to the needs of the Conference. The amount
was not yet defined in the mind of the donor, but it
was stated that it should not be less than two thousand dollars. The Conference accepted the donation
and appointed to take charge of the fund a board of
trustees coiisisting of E. F. Sevier, Samuel Patton,
and the Hon. S. C. Boyd. This ]vas the origin of
what was for a long time known as the Kennedy Fund.
The following were elected delegates to the next
General Conference : Samuel Patton, E. E.Wiley, William Hicks, Timothy Sullins, Daniel G. Carter, and
James Xtkins. Alternates: T, I<. Catlett and David
Fleming.
The Conference requested the appointment of John
H. Brunner to Hiwassee College. If I am not m i s -
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taken, this is the first mention in the Minutes of this
institution. Horn came there to be a Hiwassee College? It was not premeditated or planned. Dr. Gibson, a Presbyterian, was teaching a growing school on
Fork Creek, Monroe County, Tenn.; and failing to get
boarding places for his students, he applied to the trustees of the Eat Creek Camp Ground for liberty to occupy the camps a; dormitories for his boys and tlie
framed church as a schoolhouse. Here the school was
at work in 1849, when Dr. Brunner first knew it and
where by invitation he made an address in favor of
erecting what is now the old brick building. There
was then no talk or desire to have the school a sectarian affair. Such a proposition would have been fatal
to the enterprise. +All subscriptions n-ere taken for a
nondenominational institution. The college building
went up, the school was organized in 1849, and a charter was granted by the Legislature January 23, 1850.
By that charter the college was to share with Bolivar
Academy, in Madisonville, in tlie funds then coming
from the State. A question arose about the legality
of dividing the money coming to Bolivar Academy.
Suit was brought in the Chancery Court, and Hiwassee
lost. The charter was then amended by the Legislature, giving Hiwassee a separate existence. Up to
the late sixties Hiwassee was undenominational. Professor Greiner, a Lutheran, resigned as President October 20, 1869; and Prof. F. i\I. Grace, who had been
a Professor in the University of Tennessee, took
charge JUIY IS, 1870. A deed of gift to the tract of
land on which Hiwassee College was located was
made by the Rev, Daniel E. Carter, of the Holston

I
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Conference, to a board of trustees on condition that
it was to be used for educational purposes. The property was afterwards tendered to the Holston Conference and accepted, and visitors were appointed by the
Conference from year to year for some years, which
visitors had equal power with the trustees on all questions whatsoever.
Dr. Brunner was elected to a professorship in the
college in 1853, the next year made President in place
of President Doak, resigned, and served in this capacity till 1860,when he took charge of Strawberry
Plains College. But as Providence would have it, the
fortunes of Dr. Erunner and Hiwassee College seemed
to have been inseparably united. Several times he had
a man placed at the head of the school that he might
devote himself to the work of the itinerancy, only to
be recalled.
In 1877 Dr. Brunnir made the following report to
the Conference :
The undersigned, as President of Hiwassee College, begs
leave to report that he was appointed to his present position
five years ago at your session in Chattanooga, with the proviso
that he was not expected to begin operations before August of
the following year. The college was then, and had been for
some time, suspended-without
teachers, without students,
withont money ! A faculty was, however, secured, and a t the
appointed time the exercises of the college were resumed.
Since then (a period of four years and three months) we have
received into the college from thirteen of the States an aggregate of three hmidred and thirty-six students, of vivhoni
twenty-two have been young preachers of the gospel.

The report claimed that the college was out of debt,
but that the buildings were sadly in need of repairs,
and asked the Conference for an agent to raise funds.
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I think I can honestly say that I know of no expenditure of money by the Church which has done so much
good as that. expended on Hiwassee College. Scores
of young men, and young women as well, have been
educated there and qualified for positions of usefulness who have not had the means to attend more expensive schools, and who, if Hiwassee had not existed, would have lived in ignorance ancl obscurity.
The troubles of the country during the Civil War
caused the college work to be suspended for about
four years. The school was taken out of the hands of
the Conference and became a Peabody Kormal in 1896.
It continued in this relation three years, with Prof.
S. G. Gilbreath as its President. The hlarsh Building was erected in 1S90 by the citizens at a cost of
$6,000,hIr. E. W. lIarsh, whose naiiie it bears, being
a liberal contributor. This was under the aclministration of Dr. Erunner. The Morrow Euilding, a boys’
dormitory, was erected in 1897, the money therefor
($2,000) having been given by that noble man, Dr.
William Morrow, of Kashville.
In 1907 the college was leased to the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, for a term of fifty years
on conclition that the school shall be run as a junior
college ancl the property kept in good repair. The
trustees also agreed tot raise $1,000for the college
and to deed to the Church in fee simple six acres of
land iininediately in front of the college building, up011
which the Church was to erect a building for a girls’
dormitory. This building has been erected at a cost
of $4,000. Tliis is known as the Lawrence Building,
named for Mr. G. W. Lawrence, a liberal contribu-
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tor. A building knon-n as Eroxn Science Hall has
been erected at a cost of $ j O O through the liberality of
U r . John I<. Brown.
Rev. Eugene Blake, of the Holston Conference, is
now (1909)President of the institution, and it is supported by the Conference Board of Xissions, Eoard of
Education, and the Educational Extension Board.
The college when a Peabody school had about one
hundred students and was coeducational. The present school (1909)is coeducational and numbers one
hundred and five stuclents.
From the halls of Hiwassee have gone many worthy
sons. They have adorned the President's Cabinet, the
two halls of Congress, different State Legislatures,
divers judgeships, and other honorable stations in society. Yore than one hundred and thirty have gone
into the pulpits of the South and ]Vest.
IT-liile speaking of Hiwassee College it may not be
out of place to make mention in ;his connection o f '
the camp grounds of Monroe County. The one at
Bat Creek, out of which grew Hiwassee College, was
established in the year 1S26. It was abandoned in
the time of the Civil ?Var. Eleazar Camp Ground was
laid off by W. G. Brownlow while preacher on the
Madisonville Circuit, and was kept up till a few years
ago. The Chestua Camp Ground n-as established soon
after the Hiwassee purchase was made from the Cherokees, and was abandoned since the war of the sixties.
?V. G. E. Cunnyngham was converted at a Chestua
Camp Meeting in the early forties.
These three camp grounds were in Monroe County
and not more than eight or ten miles apart. They

a
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were potent factors in our 9kthOdiSt operations in ?hat
section.
In close connection with the above mention of Hiwassee College and the hIonroe Coutlty camp grounds
I think it appropriate to give a brief notice of a remarkably useful local preacher of that section.
Joseph Forshee was one of the founders of Hiwassee College. He was a local preacher. H e was born
in Greene County, Tenn., May 12, 1821; and was happily converted at his home, near what afterwards became Hiwassee College, in hlonroe County, Tenn.,
when some twenty years old. H e was married to Miss
Eleanor Parker October 4, 1819.
H e was a little over six feet tall, straight and built
for strength. His coinplexion was dark, his hair dark.
and his eyes black hazel. His manner waB quiet and
deliberate, the tone of his voice rather loud in public
speaking, and his preaching practical and thoroughly
Slethoclistic in sentiment. When told by his physician
that his end was near, he replied: “Well, I am ready,
and, doctor. I thank you for your services; I want
you to meet me in heaven.” I-Iis wife and children,
all grown and members of the Church, were in the
room ; also many neighbors ancl the presiding elder.
His voice at once changed from weakness to strength.
He spoke of the value of religion and the glories of
heaven, and in a few moments every one that was in
the room was in tears and some of them were shouting the praise of God, ancl the holy excitement continued several minutes after the preacher’s heart was
still in death.
Mr. Forshee’s extraordinary piety and usefulness
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constituted his principal title to historic recognition.
His fame was in all the Churches of the Conference.
X volume might well be written of him. Among his
dying remarks are the following: “About thirty-four
years ago God said that I might live. It was then the
12th day of May. Everything seemed new. I have
met with many persons who have doubted their conversion; I have never doubted mine. ‘IVhen the people inquire about me, tell them I am in heaven if not
on edrth.” JYhen the dews of death were settling on
his brow, his children gathered about his bed. H e
cast an affectionate look upon each-the farewell look
-and then with indescribable animation said: “0my
children, this is what we all must pass througli! Be
ye also ready. I shall soon be where all is glory.”
H e died-April 2, 1855, aged fifty-four years, seven
months, and seventeen days, and was buried in the
Hiwassee cemetery.
In a letter to me the Rev. Dr. John H. Brunner says :
When I came to Iliwassee College, in 18.53, there were
living in that community four local preachers of more than
ordinary usefulness and prominence. Two of them, John Key
and Lewis Carter, occasionally served as supplies in the
itinerant field; but the other two, John F. Gilbreath and
Joseph Forshee, were strictly local, though gifted in preaching,
prayer, and exhortation.
Of Mr. Forshee I wish to speak more in detail. As a lad
he and another brother had been bound out in Greene County
under the old laws then in vogue. A more cruel master than
his it would be hard t o find-a beastly drunkard! Till he was
fourteen years old Joseph Forshee never had a pair of trousers. His apparel was a long shirt made of coarse tow cloth
of home manpfacture. Tired of being forced to carry whisky
from the distillery for their sottish master, the boys ran
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away and found protection among distant kindred. Joseph
found his way from Greene County to what was then known
as the Hiwassee Purchase. I n the Bat Creek (now called
Key’s) Chapel Sunday school he learned his letters and
learned to read. His course was ever onward and upward.
H e became owner of a desirable farm, and was the father of
sixteen children by the same good mother, fourteen of Tvhorn he
reared to maturity, honored by all who knew them. Often have
I heard it said of him: “He was one of nature’s noblemen.’’
Everybody loved him.
Brother Forshee was thrown from his horse when returning home from Sweetwater. His injuries proved t o be greater
than a t first supposed. I went to see him one morning.
James Atkins, Sr., and Lewis Carter also called in. jVe
saw that the end was near and agreed t o stay to see the
closing scene. Brother Forshee had LIS to write his will,
leating all to hi4 wife during her lifetime. Before the will
was completed, he named the clay and year and spot where
he found peace in believing, and added: “Since that hour T.
have never had a doubt of my acceptance with God.” H e
wished to be laid on another bed in the same room, and as
we three preachers were carrying him he said: “Now I am
carried by preachers; soon I shall be carried by angels.” His
will was then brought and read t o him. H e approved it, and
was raised up in the bed, and as he signed the paper he said:
“It is growing dark.” We laid him down upon the pillow,
and he was gone. I have witnessed many deaths, but none
more impressive than his.
Admitted on trial : Grinsfield Taylor, Mr. H. Keeiie, Patrick
Reed, J. A. Williamson, R. Washburn, H A. Guthrie, Mitchell
Swaim, Thomas M. Dula, William K. Foster, William K.
Cross, William A. Lamson.
Readmitted: Stephen D. Adams.
Located : E. W Chanceaulme, James A. Reagan.
Discontinued : -4rthur Ely, George W. Wells.
Superannuated : C. D. Smith, J Cumming, R. Gannawap,
R. W. Pickens, E. F. Sevier, Thomas Wilkerson, W. B. Win-

HOLSTOS 1fETHODISlI.

ton, Jesse Cunnyngham, J. AI. Kelley, George Ekin, R. M.
Stevens, Thomas Stringfield, G. W.Renfro, R. A. Giddens.
Left Tylthout appointment : G XI'. Roark, George Stewart,
N. C. Edmondson.
Withdrawn : Hiram Tarter.
Died : David Adams.
Transferred to the. Pacific Conference : Adonijah Williams.
Numbers in society : White, 38,573 ; colored, 3,885. Total,
4445s Increase, 963.
Local preachers, 347; traveling preachers, 110.
Collected for missions, $3,440.67.
Spent for Sunday school books, $393.63.

Edward 117. Chanceaulme was received by transfer
from the Ealtimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1847, and was appointed to Tazewell
Circuit and Sandy &Iission. H e was transferred to the
Missouri Conference about the year 1852, but returned
to Tazewell, Va., in 1856. His life was divided between pastoral work and teaching. H e was married to
Miss Betty Louisa Chapman in 1848. H e died in
Pearisburg, Va.? October 17,I 8G2. Ah-. Chanceaulme
was at one time a professor in Holston Conference
Female College, in Asheville, S.C. H e and his wife
also taught together in Hendersonville, X. C., and in
Jeff ersonville (now Tazewell), Va.
Rlr. Chanceaulme was born in Philadelphia, but the
family afterwards removed to Baltimore, where he
was reared and educated. For these and other reasons
he had the culture and manners of a Christian gentleman. His health was never robust, and he was of a
somber and silent temperament. H e did not mix as
well with the plain people of this mountain region as
if he had been born among them. But he was one of
the purest and noblest men that God ever made. H e
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was scholarly and \vas an excellent teachel-. As a
preacher he was greatly above mediocrity. H e thought
c!eeply, and his style was chaste and forcible. H e !vas
a man of prayer, and he was deeply imbued with the
mind which was in Christ Jesus. H e was a fit companion of that chaste and elegant woman with u-hom
lie lived.
I n the Southeuu Adrocate, published in Eristol,
Tenn., by Kea1 and Comann, of date Sovember 6,
1862, I find the following personal note :
Rev. E. Ifr. Chanceaulme, of Pearisburg, \'a,, recently
ended his earthly career. H e was for some years a member
of the Holston Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, from which he was transferred to the St.
Louis Conference. In consequence of impaired health he returned to Virginia and became principal of a popular female
school. H e was eminently pious, with superior social and
intellectual endowments, 2nd his death is a calamity not soon
t o be repaired. The weeping widow and orphan, with a largz
circle of admiring friends, mourn the departure of this sweetspirited Christian minister.

Mrs. Betty Louisa Chanceaulme (&e Chapman) was
born in Pearisburg, Va., October 3. 1821; and died at
the residence of Dr. and Mrs. Reeves Walker, Bristol,
Va., January 31, 1894.
It was her tender hand that planted and nurtured
the vine which grew and blossomed into Sullins College. In 1867 she came to Eristol and founded a
school an Main Street, but subsequently transferred
it to what was called Solar Hill. Vnder her skillful
management it soon grew to such proportions that
she was unable to conduct it alone, and Dr. David
Sullins was induced to take the presidency of it. It
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was named then Mountain View High School. T h e
school soon grew into the proportions of a college, and
the trustees clubbed it Sullins after its President.
From her girlhood and through life Ilrs. Chanceaulme was of delicate physical developinelit but of
remarkable nerve and will force. Educated and refined. she graced the social circle; and her life shone
with a serene radiance in Church work and in the
classroom of the school. No work which duty suggested was omitted or abandoned by this persistent and
faithful woman. LIany a flower that had wilted in
the heart of the afflicted revived under her sympatlietic touch ; inany a despondent mind took courage when
she came ; many a disheartened youthful spirit was
cheered and iii-v'igorated by her skillful instruction.
I t was perhaps as principal teacher through a decade
of years in Dr. Sullins's early faculty in Bristol that
her greatest work was clone. A model of Christian
womanhood, a highly equipped and experienced teacher, a diligent disciplinarian, genial, motherly, saintly,
she was a star in the educational sky. She was one of
the great women of Holston and of Methodism. H e r
widowed daughter, Mrs. Rives Walker,' lives in Tazewell, Va., a woman of superior gifts, of splendid education, a fine musician, and a devout Christian.
A t this session Adonijah 'IVilliams was transferred
to the Pacific Conference. I remember him as a goodnatured, sociable man of average parts. What and
how he did in the far West I have not learned.
I gave a notice of that stalwart man, David Aclams,
in T'olume III., pages 89-91. H e was a man of s t m t

-

'Since this was written Nrs. Walker has married again,
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build physically and mentally. I n his latter days he
and his son,Stephen D., did not agree; $ut each really
had reason to be proud of the other. David -\dams
was a I n a n of high order of intellect by nature, ~ i t ah
trace of severity in his composition. Stephen was an
accurate scholar and a man of prodigious genius. I
heard him preach often, and he would have taken rank
as an o r a t o r in any age or country. But he was fond
of controversy, especially of the personal sort, and he
sometimes set his coulter too deep. He thus made
enemies and involved himself in serious troubles. He
was an admirer of Crownlow. and Erownlow's esample w a s responsible for some of the mistakes of this
brilliant man.
At t!ie Conference held in Xbingdon, Va., in 1850
James A. Reagan and myself were appointed to Aslieville Circuit. In company with George IT. Xlesander a n d David Sullins, we made the trip to Buncombe
on horseback. In the boqids of the Holston Conference t h e r e .was not a mile of railway at that time.
Our first night in Buncombe was spent in the 110spitable home of Dr. James Wood, at Warm Springs
(now H o t Springs). The next day (Saturday) %-e
dined with Nr. Samuel Smith at the mouth of Ivy.
Mr. S m i t h was a hospitable and well-to-do Captist ;
but h i s wife, who was the daughter of Ceaden Caird,
and h e r family were Metliotlists. The night was spent
with Col. James 11. Alexander a t the place which now
bears his name. The four rode together to Salem
Church, on Reems Creek, to find a large and curious
congregation awaiting the new preachers. Reagan
preacIie(1 and made a fine impression ; the Spirit was
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evidently present. On one of the rear seats sat t n o
girls who were cousins, Mary Weaver and Aiin ITance.
As the two circuit preachers, tvho were bachelors,
walked in with their saddlebags over their left arms,
Ann whispered to Mary: “Which will you take?”
“The short one,” was the reply. Then said Mary:
“Which will you take?” Ann was compelled to take
Hobson’s choice, and she replied: “The long one; lie
looks so much like Father Haskew.” All this was
only pleasantry, but the humorous words of these
girls were prophetic. Before the Conference year was
out James and Mary were husband and wife. But
the long-legged man was more difficult to capture,
and it was nearly five years before Richard and Ann
became one. KO two men were ever more fortunate
in being thus captured and incarcerated.
Asheville Circuit, to which the two bachelor preachers were appointed, embraced the larger part of Euncombe County and a small part of I3aywood County.
Buncombe embraced at that time the present Buncombe County and the larger part of Madison County.
The appointments were twenty-eight, and the circuit
was a four-weeks circuit. This circuit has since been
multiplied into Leicester, Sulphur Springs, Hot
Springs, IIarshall, and Weaverville Circuits and
Weaverville Station-six pastoral charges. The salary was one liuntlretl dollars-eight and a third dollars per month, or about twenty-eight cents a sermon.
As though a sermon every day was not labor sufficient, the junior held night prayer meetings a t several places on the circuit. At a prayer meeting on
Turkey Creek seven boys and girls professed religion,
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all by the name of Swaim, one of \yholn after-yards became a member of the Holston Conference.
The camp meeting at Turkey Creek Camp Ground
in the fall of 1851was a remarkable one. The preachers at the beginning of the year found the circuit in a
good spiritual condition. They had no time for protracted meetings, and for revival work depended wholly on the regular services and the camp meetings, of
which there were three on the circuit-Reems Creek,
Hominy, and Turkey Creek. The lastmentioned was
an ovation from beginning to end. The presiding elder, William Hicks, was at his best. It mas estimated
that over one hundred persons were converted from
Sunday niqrning to hlonday morning of the meeting,
covering twenty hours. The excitement si-as so great
that some persons thought that we ought not to attempt to have preaching at the eleven-o’clock hour
Sunday ; but the presiding elder, Brother Hicks, was
equal to the emergency, and the craft of his sermon
rode triumphantly over the highest billows of the raging spiritual floods.
Some three hundred persons professed conversion
during the year, which was only a part of the good
accomplished; for to this inust be added a number of
reclamations, a general revival of the membership,
and a gracious influence upon other Churches and
the coiiiniunity at large.
James Aniericus Reagan was born in Monroe County, Tenn., October 20, 1S23. His parents were Presbyterians. H e was reared in Cleveland, Tenn. There
in an academy he was educated. He was licensed
to preach in 1846. T h e same year he was admitted
I1
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into the Holston Conference and appointed to Tazewell Circuit, in Virginia. H e located in 1853 on account of ill health and studied medicine. H e got his
degree of K D . from two medical schools. one of
which was the Nedical Department of T'anderbilt University. He spent a useful life in the practice of medicine, getting an extensive practice and making a comfortable living. Practically he never located, but h e
did a great deal of preaching. H e mas especially in
demand for funeral or memorial sermons. H e was
seven years in the itinerancy. His long life was
crowded with work. H e was six years on the Medical
Examining Eoard of S o r t h Carolina, three years
President of the Euncombe County Medical Society,
for some time consulting physician of the Mission
Hospital (in Asheville) , eight years on the Euncombe
County Eoard of Commissioners, for some years Treasurer of the Eoard of Finance in the Holston Conference and Secretary of the Board of Education, a n d
for fifteen years on the Eoard of Education of t h e
Western North Carolina Conference.
Dr. Reagan always took a pride in doing everything
he undertook to do and to do it thoroughly. H e
was laborious and painstaking. Hence the important
offices which were thrust upon him. H e was a careful reader, and read a number of standard Methodist
works, besides reading an extensive course of medicine and the regular issues of medical journals. H e
wrote much for the newspapers and medical journals.
H e received the degrees of A.M. and D.D. from Weaverville College. Dr. Reagan was a surgeon as well as
a physician, and practiced surgery in four counties.
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As a preacher he was thoughtful aricl earne-t. 11:
logic was clear and his iliustrations apposire. 11%
palmy days he preached with spiritual pou-cr. I ie i-,ften sat clown rejoicing in spirit, while hi. congrcgations were weeping anti showing signs of spiritual exhilaration. H e n-as of a sanguine temperament. h i d edlp optimistic ; and his abounding optimism, as apphcd
to himself as well as to others, espmrcl him t u t!ie
charge of egotism. Uut I can safely assert that ally
self-complacency in which he may have intlu!gcd xi as
adequately off set by his perpetually buo! ant opinion
of others. H e spoke evil of no man, but he had a
charity almost unlimited. Dr. Reagan was a leatler in
the ends of the earth where he lived. and the norltl is
the better for his having lived in it.
Dr. Reagan was one of tlie founders of \\'eaverville College. Eeiore and during the Civil \\-ar t!ie
Masonic and Temperance Hall at Reems Creek had
been used for high school purposes. Il-hen the war
mras over the hall had been burned, the negroes freed,
and the money in the hands of the people was worthless. Dr. Reagan called the people together and suggested the erection of a college building. They agreed
to the proposition, and a brick building was erected
and Jyeaverville Coilege was chartered. 11ontraviile
Ii'eaver gave the land and a part of the inone!. The
principal contributors of money were John S. Keaver,
William R. Eaird. and Dr. Reagan.
Dr. Reagan, who had been President of the Sons
of Temperance High School, now became the first
President of the college, and he held this position till
he was succeeded by Dr. James S. Kennedy. Mr.
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Jack Campbell and Mr. E. &I. Goolsby, graduates of
Emory and Henry College, were elected professors
aiid served for a few years. Weaverville College has
had a career of great usefulness, giving a liberal education to scores of young nien and women who, if
that institution had not existed, would have lived in
comparative ignorance and obscurity.
In late years considerable additions have been made
to the buildings of the institution.
Dr. Reagan died at his home, in Weaverville, N. C.,
October 24, 1910,
aged eighty-six years and four days.
He was married in I8jI to bfiss Mary Weaver, a
daughter of the Rev. Montraville Weaver; and she
died in 1890. A few years later he married Miss Mary
Parks, of Hillsboro, N. C., who lived only a year or
two. H e was married a tliircl time to Mrs. Annie
Nealy, a niece of the Hon Nicholas Woodfin, who
survives (1910).His children are all by his first marriage, and are Mrs. T. €3. Reeves, IS.L. Reagan, J.
J. Reagan, Nrs. C. A. Nichols, and Mrs. E. M.Goolsby. One son, J. A. Reagan, Jr., died in 1907.
Dr. Reagan was a relative of the late Judge John H.
Reagan, of Texas, and I make this an excuse fdr the
introduction of a sketch of that distinguished man
from the pen of Bishop Hoss. This sketch appeared in
the Kashville Chrisfiapz Advocate of March 23, 1905,
and is as follows :
The death of Judge John Henninger Reagan, which took
place at Palestine, Tex., on the 6th iiist., r m o v e s one of the
most notable of all the men that have figured in the history
of this State. He was born in Sevier County, Tenn., in 1818,
and was therefore in his eighty-seventh year. Three years
ago I had the pleasure of a long conversation with him at

H o t Springs, in Arkansas, and learned man> facts abotit
his career that, in my jud-aent., w l l be interesting to the
public.
H e came of good, sturdy Methodist stock. Dr. James A.
Reagan, who was for a long time an itinerant preacher in the
I-Iolston Conference, is of the lame family; and so was that
line old lady, the mother of the late Rev. A. X. Harris, of
Washington County, whom I distinctly remember as one of the
pattern saints of the Uriel Church, three miles south of Jonesboro. They are a dependable folk-plain, straightforward, and
self-reliant. I have never lrnoivn or heard of one of them that
was not worthy of respect.
The early life of Judge Reagan isas not easy. From his
youth up he was compelled to labor for his own living with
his own hands; and when he came to eminence, he was not
ashamed to acknodedge the fact, but rather gloried i n it.
Before he was eighteen, he had made up his mind to seek a
wider field than could be fomnd in the moiiiitain region of his
birth, and s6 set his face toward Tesas. His friend and
employer, Dr. Brabson, lent him a horse to ride to the Tennessee River, on v.-hicli he was to take a steamboat. Aiiother
boy came to the river with him to take the horse back, and
frankly said t o him as they parted: “Well, Jolin, 1 hate to
part with you ; but still I’m glad to see you going, for I think
that I can now get bfelissa.”
I n the seventy years that hare since intervened. Judge
Reagan has had a hand in nearly everything of importance
that has occurred in the commonwealth of his adoption. H e
possessed all the qualities necessary to enable him to play a
prominent part in the life and growth of a pioneer community.
Nobody ever thought of him as brilliant, but from the beginning everybody recognized him as the possessor of a large
stock of common sense and an absolutely inflexible integrity.
Added to these qualities were an untiring e n e r u and a fearlessness that quailed not in the presence of any danger. He was
ambitious for fame and fortune, bnt determined to pursue
them by direct and open methods.
From the beginning his fellow citizens trusted him. In
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some way or other he had picked up at least as much knowledge of surveying a b George JVashiugton had, and lie soon
found abundant use for it. Later he became an active officer
in the militia of tlie republic. His native disposition and the
conditions by which he was surrounded niade it inevitable that
lie should study law. I suspect that he began the practice of
that intricate science before lie had amassed a very large store
of legal erudition; but he had a capacity for thiiikiiig a s well
as a lote for reading, and by the time lie was thirty-five he
had been elevated to the bench, and made a just and able
judge, admiiiistering justice without fear or favor.
I n 1Sj7 he was elected to the Federal Congress, and held
that post till the bcginning of the Civil \Tar, in 1861. On the
organization of the Confederate government he became
Postmaster General in the cabinet of President Datis, and so
continued till the collapse came, in 1865. Every other man
that belonged to either tlie Federal o r the Coiifederate cabinet
during that stormy period has long since died. Along with
Mr. Davis and other leaders, he was arrested arid imprisoned
on the charge of treason. I wonder whether there is an
American now alive so bigoted and tiarrow as not to rejoice
that a iioile pros was afterwards entered to all the indictments.
As soon as Judge Reagan’s disabilities were removed, he
was again sent to Congress and, after two o r three terms,
was chosen to the Senate. 111 this latter body he added to his
reputation with every passing year and achieved the leadership i n many ~ v a j s . Before the close of his second term,
however, he resigned to accept a place on the Texas Railroad
Commission. This was his last public servic’e, and lasted f o r
many gears. It will be seen that he held, first and last, almost
every ofice that Tesas could gibe him except the governorship of the Statc. H e wanted that also, and could have had
it; but when it was virtually tendered to him on a platforln
which his judginciit did not approve, he declined to take it.
I t is a matter for congratulation that his whole record is
frce from stain of every sort. Hc never paltered with the
truth, hc never abjured his honest coiivictions to achieve success, and lie iicvcr nsed his opportunities as a public servant
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to heap up a personal fortune. SVhat he believed, he behered;
and it never entered his thought to barter away his principles
for sordid gain. An old-fashioned State-rights, strict-construction Democrat, he would have remained true to the
teachings of Jefferson and Jackson if everybody else had
deserted and left him entirely alone.
On all moral issues he was sure t o take the right side.
SiXen the question of prohibiting the liquor traffic by cons:itutional amendment came up a few years later, he at once
and uiiequivocably gave his voice and influence in favor ‘of the
policy, though he must have known that it would set a great
array of hostile influences to work against him; and he stoutly
stood his ground even when A h . Davis, to whom he was devotedly attached, suffered himself t o be draxn into the discussion on the other side.
2-11 his life long Judge Reagan was a strong and consistent
1Iethodist. His baptismal name, John Henninger, was given
hiin by his parents in honor of a famous Holston preacher, and
it niust ha\ e carried with it a good influence. The memory of
his early home, with its simple pieties, helped him, no doubt, in
the hard struggle through which he often passed and kept him
true and steady when the cross currents of life >sere beating
upon him.
Three or four years ago he concluded, after an absence of
more than sixty years, to make a visit to Sevier County. His
pastor tried to dissuade him, saying to him: “Everybody is
dead that you knew and loved, and it will only make you sad
to see the changes that have taken place. Besides, nearly every
nian in that section is a Republican and will not be well inclined
t o the sole survivor of Jefferson Davis’s cabinet.” But his
mind was made up, and he took the rrip. His eyes fairly
sparkled as he told me about it. SYhen he reached Knoxville,
a committee was ready to receix-e him. For several days he
was the guest of the city, receiving the most distinguished
courtesies. On the road from that place to Sevierville, twentyfire miles away, he was met, to his amazement. by a procession
on horseback and, with a band of music, escorted to the town
and forced to make a public address. “LYhat could I do?” said
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he io me. “It would have been indecent under such circumstances t o talk politics, and so I simply talked about old times.”
The \%holecounty laid itself out t o shorn hospitality to him as
the most distinguished man ever born in its limits. He met a
nurld of his kinsfolk, and was deeply impressed with the size
of the families. “I used to wonder in Texas,” he told them,
‘where all the Tennesseeans came from; but since I see that a
family of ten or fifteen is not a n unusual thing, m y wonder has
ceased.” And he inquired about Melissa. IVIiat old man could
go back to the enchanted ground qf his youth nithout raising a
question concerning the fair-faced girl x h o caught his fancy in
those far-off days? It turned out that his friend who left him
on the river bank had got hlelissa, as he hoped; that they had
reared a large and respectable family; and that the face of the
earth was covered with their grandchildren and remoter descendants. Pardon, Xr. Editor, this trivial incident. There is
a human touch about it that may redeem its lightness.

One of the most useful local preachers of the Conference died this Conference year-namely, the Rev.
John Key, who mas born at Carter’s Station, Greene
County, Tenn., January 18, 1798, and died at his home.
in XIoiiroe County, Tenn.. February IO, 18j.4, of
congestion of the brain. H e joined the Church in
1823, and removed to Xonroe County in 1825,and
about that time was licensed to preach. With the exception of about five years on circuits as a supply, he
served his Church as a local preacher to the day of
his death. Eesides a great deal of effective work in
t h e pulpit, he served as a steward; and not content
with collecting, he set a good example by liberal giving. A large proportion of his time was spent in
preaching and attencling to the affairs of the Church.
His hospitality was proverbial. Crowds feasted at his
table on public occasions, yet, he prospered in worldly
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affairs. It seemed a marvel that he could spend so
much of his time and substance in the cause of religion
and education and yet always have a comfortable support for his family. A friend of his used to remark:
“John does not serve God for naught, for everything
he touches prospers.’’
Ah-. Key, though himself a man of limited education, was a friend of sanctified learning. H e perhaps
did more for the erection of Hiwassee College than
any other man, ancl he stickled at no expense in the
education of his children; and his expenditures in
this direction were not in vain, for his daughter Elizabeth, an accomplished lady, became the wife of Dr.
John H. Brunner, who for a long time was President
of Hiwassee College : two of his sons became able and
successful lawyers, and one of the two, David McIieiidree Key, was a lieutenant colonel in the Confederate army. After the war he was appointecl to the
United States Senate to fill out an unexpired term of
Andrew Johnson at his death, his incumbency lasting
nearly six years. H e served four years as Postmaster
General under President Hayes. A little before the
expiration of his term as Postmaster General he was
appointed Federal judge, his district including East
Tennessee. H e died on the retired list. The other son,
Summerfield Xxley Keg, was for inany years a very
prominent lawyer in Chattanooga.
John Fletcher Key was a meiiilser of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, till he reinoved to Philadelphia, Pa. H e was in the post office there for tliirty years. He died a Methodist.
The honorable careers of John Key’s children, how-
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ever, x-ere not altogether due to their educational advantages. There was in the father a robust mental constitution, and his wife seems t o have been his
equal in this iespect. IIrs. Key spent her later years
with her daughter, Lfrs. Brunner. I visited Dr. Brunner a short time before her death. She was then sick
and in bed. I remarked to her, “The Democratic
editors are criticizing your son pretty severely for accepting a position in President Hayes’s cabinet,” when
she replied, “And there is not a single one of them
that woulcln’t have taken it if he could have got it.”
hlr. Key preached from a variety of texts, and he
was a plain, practical, and thoughtful preacher. His
forte, however, was the camp meeting altar. Here
he was a t home. When mourners were called, he
would gather about him his true yokefellows, and at
all hours of the night you might hear that manly voice
of his in song and prayer; and if the work lagged, he
would probably mount a bench and exhort for half an
hour at a time, and not infrequently he would replenish the mourners’ bench with a new recruit of penitents. James Axley used to remark that there was
an unusual eclge in Key’s prayers. H e was eminently
a man of prayer ; and when he entered into the closet,
he made it a rule to pray until he felt that he had
prayed. Here lay the secret of his success in the pulpit and at the altar.
In 1842 a cold and unsatisfactory camp meeting mas
held a t Morganton, and the people were anxious to
try it over; but the preacher in charge had not time
for another camp meeting at that place, and Mr. Key
was induced to hold another, which he agreed to do
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if the people would repair the camp ground and pray
for a revival. This they did. The meeting was held.
It lasted two weeks, and myas one of great pori-er. It
was long remembered as “the great camp meeting.”
A hundred names were added to the class books of
the circuit.
His hold on the affections of the people, especially
the middle classes, was remarkable. H e was a great
peacemaker. H e was often called on to act in that
capacity. His friends did not remember of his failing
in any case to effect a reconciliation between parties
at variance.
X word about his true yokefellows :
Joseph Forshee closed a useful and almost blameless life in 1855. Lewis Carter died triumphantly many
years since. H e u7as a power in the pulpit. If he
had had the advantages which many have in these
days, what a man he might have made! H e was
heard to say that he was not acquainted with a single
rule in grammar or rhetoric, yet his language was remarkably pure and correct. This, added to his commanding appearance and graceful gesticulation, made
hiin a pleasant speaker, and his piety and zeal made
him a useful one. l l r s . Erunner in a letter says of
him : ‘‘Xext to Jesse Forshee, he was naturally the most
eloquent man I ever knew.” Carter Trim died in
Texas during the Civil War. Jesse Forshee was an illiterate man, but wonderfully gifted in prayer and
exhortation. When he was converted, his ignorance
was extreme. In his prayers he would use expressions which, as some thought, bordered on sacrilege.
This was so rnach noticed that the authorities appoint-
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ctl two nien to talk to him to persuade him t o be more
careful in the use of language or to desist from praying in public. It was a cruel blow to poor Jesse. Afterivards referring to this fact in a love feast, he said
that it nearly killed him. Said he: “Forshee is a
rough man. H e is ignorant: he does not know a Iettcr in the book. Cut he was the wickedest man in
God’s universe ; yet God, for Christ’s sake, pardoned
his sins and set him free, and lie must pray, brethren,
firit blnniz-Forsliee must pray !”
Xt a camp meeting which Jesse Forshee attended
many were compelled to sleep in the straw under the
shed, among them Forshee. The boys talked, laughed,
and joked to a late hour, when Forshee arose and said
with emphasis : “Eoys, it’s time to go to sleep ; this is
Jess Forshee, p’int blank.” Forsliee was a man of
strong will and powerful muscle, and could have intimidated the boys, which he did not do ; but such was
the reverence they had for him that quiet \vas restored in a few moments and Forshee and the boys
passcd gently together into dreamland.

CHAPTER T-11.
CONFERENCES
OF 1854,ISSj, I8jG, ASD 1857.

TEE Conference met in its thirtyfirst session in
Cleveland, Tenn., October 11, 1854, Eishop George F.
Pierce President, and W. C. Graves Secretary.
William H. Rogers offered the follon-ing resolution :
Rcsolved, by the members of this Conference, that vie disapprove of the practice of our preachers in leaving their charges
before the work is fully done, and, further, we &approve of
premature niatrinioiiia1 engagements.

The resolution was seconded ; but a motion being
made to lay it on the table, there was a storm of seconds, and to the table it went by an almost unanimous
vote. The objectional feature in the resolution was
the clause relating to matrimonial engagements. I observed that R. 31. Hickey, ;man very near the age
of old-bachelordom, was the loudest in seconding the
tabling motion. This was an unmistakable deliverance of the Conference on ministerial celibacy. and
especially on the question of Conference dictation in
the matter.
The Rev. John RI. Carlisle, President of Holston
Coni erence Female College, was introduce6 to the
Conference. Mr. Carlisle, I believe, never became
a nieinlser of the Conference. H e was at the time a
nieinber of the South Carolina Conference.
A communication was received from the Jonesboro.
Lodge KO. 40 of the Independent Order of Odd Fel'lows requesting that David Sullins be appointed As-
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sociate Principal of the female high school of that
order in Jonesboro. The Conference requested the
bishop to comply with the request.
The Rev. Dr. John B. XcFerrin, editor of the
Sashville Clzristiaii iidewcafe, n7as introduced to the
Conference; and he presented a memorial from the
Tennessee Conference for the merging of the Sashville, Memphis, and Holston Cliristiait Advocates into
one paper. Dr. LlcFerrin then addressed the Conference and made a strong argument for the nierging
proposition. H e called attention to the fact that the
Holston paper was in debt, and argued that its fie12
was not sufficient to support a paper, that it would always be encumbered with debt, and that with the
three papers united in one a respectable sheet could
be published without loss. To the objection offerec!
by some of the brethren that Holston had local controversies and needed a local paper to defend her interests, he replied that the great Ross controversy, which
called the paper into being, had passed away; and
that in the future, if a controversy should stick its head
above the ground, Crownlow was here to strike it
down. E. E. IY'iley moved that the Conference tlecline the proposal of the brethren of the Tennessee
Conference. The motion was seconded, and considerable discussion pro and con followed. The motion
being put to the vote, prevailed, 36 to 25. But after a
statement from Mr. Brownlow as to the difficulties
under which the paper had been conducted and its
financial embarrassment, notwithstanding the facts that
Dr. Patton's family were living at the time on his
farm at Kingsport and he (Erownlow) boarded the
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editor free of charge, a motion for a reconsideration
was macle and carried, and the proposal of the Tennessee Conferelice was acceded to. I have forgotten to
state that one argument for the merger was the agreement of the Nashville Cizristinit Advocate to assume
the liabilities of the Holstoiz Christian Advocate. But
this action of the Conference did not prevent the inauguration of local enterprises after this. There was a
demand for a local SIethodist paper which no paper
published outside of ISolstoii could satisfy. Hence the
I J e y a l d of T~titli,published by 'CVilliam Hicks at Hendersonville, N. C. ; the Xcligioiis Iiitelligeficer, pubilshed by William C. Graves at Morristown, Tenn. ;
the Holstoii IouriiaZ, published by C. 'CV. Charlton at
Ihoxvillc, Temi. ; and finally the Holstorz Methodist,
which was at first started as a private enterprise, but
was finally adopted as a Conferelice organ and recognized by the General Conference.
During the Conference year Dr. Patton, editor of
the Holstoiz Claristiun Advocate, had died in peace ;
a i d the Rev. J. N. S. Huffaker, mho at the time was
station preacher in East Knoxville, had assumed the
editorial management of the paper pro ten$., and liad
exhibited fine editorial talent.
One of the interesting features of this session of
tlie Conference was the presence of the Rev. Cliarles
Taylor, missionary to China. I-Ie addressed a missionary mass meeting of the Conference, detailing his
experiences in China in coiinection with the great rebellion which occurred during his residence in that
country. His address was intensely interesting, and
was calculated to stir up the missionary spirit in tlie
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conference and the people present. Taylor ivas n3t a
brilliant man ; but was evidently honest, laborious, and
decicledly pious.
Admitted on trial: James B. NclIahon, James L. Reed,
Johnson P. Gibson, James A. Davis, John Spears, Frank Richardson, Thomas J. Pope, Elijah Connor, Philip S. Sutton, John
T. Stanbury.
Readmitted : S. B. Harwell.
Located : Kewton C. Edrnondson, -Augustine I?, Shannon,
William Robeson, Elkanah W.King, TV. T. Dowell.
Discontinued : IV, K Cross, €1. A. Guthrie.
Superannuated: E. F. Sevier, R. Gannaway, W. B. Winton,
Thomas SVilkerson, R. W. Pickens, James Cumrnmg, C. D.
Smith, Jesse Cunnyngham, George Ekin, G. U’.Renfro, U.
Keener.
Died : SYashington Boring, Samuel Patton.
Suinbers in society : Tt’hite, 39,565 ; colored, 4,031 ; Indian,
ZOO. Total, 43,796. Increase, 1,338.
Local preachers, 354; traveling preachers, 125.
Collected for missions, $3,3jj.o2; for the Bible cause, $ j r z . ~ o .

-4t this Conference my presiding elder, William
Hicks, complained without malice that I left my charge,
Tazewell Station, during the year without permission.
I ia’as asked for an explanation, which I gave. It was
known that Stephen D. -Adains, Principal of the Burnsville High School, a t Eurnsville, S.C., had died during the year, and I \vas elected by the trustees to take
his place. Intending to accept, I rode to Iiingsport,
Tenn., to ask of my presiding elder periiiission to
leave my charge ; but he had gone to Jonesville, Va., to
hold a quarterly meeting. I then proceeded to that
place and informed him why I had sought to see him,
but at the same time informed him that I had changed
my purpose and wished to finish the year at Tazewcll.
*
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H e said that he would have released me if I had desired it. When I reached Tazewell, I found a revival in progress in my church. The charge had been
left in the hands of the Rev. John M. Kelley, a superannuate, and of a local preacher then in charge of tlie
academy. When I l e f t there were signs of revival,
which had been followed up in daily services for a few
days. I took hold of the work vigorously, and many
sinners were converted and the Church greatly refreshed. It was a work of unusual power. About the
close of tlie meeting I received an urgent petition from
tlie Secretary of tlie Buriisville. Board to take charge
of the school. A t the Conference of 1852Adatns had
been severely handled, and on that account he aiid the
Buriisville people were disaffected toward tlie Church.
Being a personal friend of Adanis, I felt that I might
exert some influence toward removing the disaff ection if I took charge of the school. Presuming on the
certainty of release at Tazewell, leaving ;lie Church
in charge of resident preachers, aiid notifying the presiding elder of my departure, I rode to Burnsville and
opened a five iiionths’ session. The school was a flourishing one. During the session the Rev. John Reynolds, of Asheville, assisted nie in a meeting in Burnsville, held in tlie academy, which resulted in a powerful revival, aiid which entirely uprooted the disaff ection. Before my case came up in the Conference,
and perhaps as a prcparation for it, my presiding elde r offered for adoption a resolution coiidenining the
act in a preacher of leaving his charge without permission ; but for soke reason the resolution was
promptly tabled. h4y explanation satisfied the Con-

ference, and i ~ i ycharacter passed, not, honever. \vithout a discordant note, Joseph Hasken- Jvishing to l a o w
whether I would hare made the change if there had
not been more money in the school position than in
that of the station. Having been a humble instrument in helping to save the school and the Curnsvillc
Church, I resigned in favor of iiiy sticcessor. the Rev.
T. P. Thomas, a graduate of Emory and Henry College, a fine scholar, and a Christian gentleman.
Sewton C. Edniondsoii was admitted on trial in 1849
and located in 18j4. His character was arrested at
the Conference of 1852 on the charge of failing to
keep a marriage contract, and his case wa5 referred to
his presiding elcler. During the year a conmiittee of investigation \vas called. Eclmondson did not attend
and macle 110 defense. The committee decided a trial
necessary, and he was accordingly suspended from the
functions of the ministry till Conference. Edmondsoli
received no formal notice of his suspension. H e was
living at the time in Jasper, Tenii., and I was preacher
in charge of Jasper Circuit. I advised him. as a matter of policy, to abstain from preaching, but advised
hiin to exhort as much as he pleased. EdmoiiJson \vas
a man of obscure origin. IYhen scarcely grown he
hac1 been licensed to exhort ; and his pastor being sick,
he had gone round the circuit for him two or three
times. In these rounds he found an excellent young
lady with whom he fell in love and n.lioin he promised
to marry. He had seen but little of the world, and she
was the finest young woman he had ever seen. But after being licensed to preach, joining the Conference, and
extending his acquaintance, he found that there were
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other fine young women in the world, and lie fancied
that he had found one whom he preferred to his first
love. He sought release from the contract, but not in
a candid and manly manner.
Just before the Conference of 1853 I held a meeting at Henninger’s Chapel. in Sequatchee T-alley, and
Brother Edmondson gave me valuable assistance, exhorting instead of preaching ; but, really, his exhortations were sermons o f high order.
We started together to the Conference, which was
to be held at Wytheville, Va. On Tuesday about noon
we reached a camp meeting a few miles viest of Kingston, at Asbury Camp Ground, I think, conducted by
Crockett Godby. I t had ‘been a drag-no penitents, no
conversions. Praying circles had not been formed in
the groves. I preached at 3 P.M. and Brcrther Edniondson at night, for I did not let Godby know that
Edmondson had been suspended. After my little
talk, and I had brought the fire from Henninger’s, I
advised the brethren and sisters to form praying circIes in the groves. They did so and returned at sundown with songs and shouts. Experienced laymen advised that penitents be called at once, and that preaching be dispensed with. The question, however, was
left to Edmondson, who was red-hot spiritually, and
who had a sermon in him which he felt bound to deliver. The noise at the stand was so great that it
seemed impossible to secure sufficient quiet for a sermon. Etit Eclmondson was equal to the situation. A
long hymn was read, and a long prayer was prayed,
and by that time there was the desired quiet, a lull in
the storm. The text was: “For the great day of his
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wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand?” Edmondson was a natural orator. His physical buildfor he was tall and portly-his mouth, his voice, and
his emotional nature, all united to strong powers of
logic, macle him a powerful speaker. I believe I can
safely say that I never knew his equal in the natural
qualities of an orator, although lie had not the education and the polish essential t o world-wide celebrity
as a speaker.
The first half hour of the sermon was devoted to the
question, “Who shall be able to stand?” and it was an
unimpassioned discussion of the doctrines of repentance, faith, justification, regeneration, growth in grace,
and sanctification. The discussion flowed like a lowland stream, smoothly, serenely ; but all the while
that scintillating intellect and that strong voice which
was music itself field the attention of the audience.
But when he came to discuss the circumstances which
shall precede the great day of God’s wrath, he became more animated. His descriptive talent came to
the front, his heart warmed, and his fancy coruscated ;
and when he began to portray the circumstances connected with that great day, attention was on tiptoe;
and when Gabriel was ready to start upon his niission
of suininoning the nations of the earth to the bar of
judgment and the preacher in fal.setto said, “GO, Gabriel !” the excitement in the congregation was beyond
description. Christians shouted in triumph and sinners wailed in agony, calling for mercy. The preacher
paused till the storm somewhat subsided, then began
again, and was soon compelled by the noise to halt
again. He was constrained to halt several times, but
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he persevered till he had finished his sermon. Then,
amid great escitement. penitents xere called to the altar. At least fifty came, men, women, and children;
and now a night‘s work was before the willing workers.
A half hour had not passed till there was a dreadful
reaction. -4pparently all escitement had passed away.
The silence n-as dreadful. There was a moral darkness, n-liich, like that of Egypt, could be felt. But
the laborers worked on till an angry man walked into
the altar, found his wife, jerked her from the mourners’ bench, and hurried her an-ay. It was only a few
moments after this malicious act when penitents began
one after another to arise and tell to the people around
what a clear Saviour they had found, and from that
time till daylight the work went gloriously on. When
a meeting makes the devil mad, you may be sure that
something is doing. Early in the morning Godby came
into the preacher’s tent; and when the inquiry was
made, “IYhat is the news from the battle?” he replied, “I cotintecl forty conversions : I know not liow
many more there were.”
As IVilliarn Robeson afterwards returned to the
Conference, he will be noticed further on.
IT.E=. Cross continued after this in the local relation. H e v a s a citizen of Sullivan County, Tenn., a
man who labored with his o ~ hands
n
and preached on
Sundays. After the Civil W a r he became a candidate for County Court Clerk in Sullivan County, Tenn.
H e was the candidate of the “rebel” element. A
friend of his, a strong Southem man, approached a
citizen of like political faith and asked him to vote for
Cross. H e replied: “I like his politics, but years ago
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I vowed that I would never vote for a preacher for
any civil office.” “But,” replied the friend, “Cross is
not a preacher to hurt!” hIr. Cross himself used t o
delight in telling this anecdote.
ltrashington Eoring was a traveling preacher for
only three years, but by his gifts and extraordinary
piety and usefulness he entitled himself to historic
mention. H e was an elder brother of John Boring,
who joined the Conference at the same time. Washington, like his brother, was a professor of entire sanctification, and his practice was up to his profession.
His obituary notice, written by Thomas Stringfield,
said :
Brother Boring was emphatically a good man and a most
successful preacher. H e was alive to all that was excellent.
H e was by nature endowed with a strong and active mind,
cuhivated by his own energy. H e was greatly beloved by
those who were favored with his ministerial services. H e
carried the holy fire with him wherever he went, and his labors
were signally owned and blessed of God. A short time before
his spirit took its flight he said t o his weeping family and
friends : “I have examined the account minutely, and find that
there is nothing wrong. I have handed it to my Master, and
feel that it is all right. I have never felt such depths and
such extended enjoyments in the Christian religion in all my
life before.”

George Foster Pierce was born in Greene County,
Ga., February 11, 1811;and died at his home, in Sparta, Ga., in his seventy-third year, September 3, 1884,
having served the Church as bishop for thirty years.
H e was a son of Dr. Lovick Pierce, one of the greatest men of American Methodism. H e studied law,
and intended to practice the profession; but under a
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powerful call to the work of the ministry he took license to preach, and joined the Georgia Conference in
1831. H e became President of Emory College, at Oxford, Ga., in 1848, in which position he remained till
he was elected bishop, in 1854. H e was prominent in
the debates of the General Conference of 1 8 4 ; was a
member of the Louisville Convention of 1845, and of
the General Conferences of 1846, 1850, and 1854. After his death his sermons and addresses were collected
and published in a volume by Dr. Haygood.
I3ishop Pierce was a great man and a great preacher. Eishop Eascom has usually been regarded as the
greatest orator of Southern Methodism, but I regard
Bishop Pierce as Itis superior in that line. Both were
diffuse and grandiloquent in style ; but Pierce’s style
was simpler, more natural, and more evangelical than
that of Bascom, and his delivery was more extemporaneous. Kot wanting in logic and metaphysical acumen, he was decidedly more of an orator than a philosopher. His physical manhood was perfect, and he
had a union of the best qualities of mind and heart.
H e was neither egotistic nor arrogant. I n addition to
all this, lie was a man of faith and prayer. H e was
nowhere more at home than in a religious revival.
When he came to the Conference at Cleveland, he was
hoarse from a series of revival sermons. He preached
on Tuesday night before the opening of the Conference of 1871, held in Morristown, Tenn. He used the
plain theme of secret prayer, and, calling penitents, a
number came forward, and two were happily convertH e also preached on Sunday morning and &!Ton;
, ed.
day night of this Conference. His Monday night ser-
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mon on total depravity was one of amazing power,
causing great alarm among the unconverted. The
meeting which began at the Conference lasted thirty
days, resulting in a great revival among the preachers
of the Conference and in the community and some one
hundred and twenty-five conversions of the most powerful type.
Sometime in the fifties Bishop Pierce delivered the
annual literary address at Emory and Henry College,
in Virginia, his subject being “Learning and Religion.” H e spoke without notes, and scholarly menmany of whom had been attracted t o the place by the
fame of the speaker, and who had been used to mamiscript addresses on such occasions-listened with astonishment at the flood of learning and gilded rhetoric
which fell spontaneously from the lips of the speaker.
One of them, who was sorry when he closed, said:
“Why he talked as if he could have talked that way all
day. The speech sounded as though its source were
exhaustless.”
Bishop Pierce held the Conference in Abingdon in
1879. A severe affection of the throat caused him to
be very hoarse. When he arose to preach on Sunday
of the Conference, it was feared that he had not voice
enough to make himself distinctly heard. Indeed, his
voice lacked its usual compass and sonorousness ; but
as he proceeded his throat cleared up, and, for one, I
thought that the sermon that day was the greatest I
had heard from his lips.
I am fortunate in having preserved a sketch of that
occasion from the pen of the Rev. Boyd W. Fielder.
It is as follows:
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’VG’e went t o the classic old town of Abingdon, Va., t o be
admitted on trial in che traveling ministry. Bishop Pierce
presided. H e was then in his sixty-ninth year and seriously
affected with throat trouble. In presiding over the Conference his voice failed about the third day, and Dr. Wiley sac
by the Bishop on the platform and spoke for him to the
Conference. The sessions were held in the old town hall,
larger than any church building in town, and the weather was
the superb Indian summer of late October. ‘‘Sivi11 the Bishop
be able to speak to-morrow?” was the general talk of the town
and Conference on Saturday.
Sunday, bright and crisp, came. The hall filled, crowded,
overflowed, atid throngs filed away to other places. A hush
of anxiety and painful silence was seen on all faces a t eleven
o’clock, and at that moment, tall, erect, dignified, came the
preacher of the hour down one of the aisles, picking his way
through the crowd of chairs, and, with a look of pain and
hope on his face, he went to the place of prayer behind the
long table.
When he had read four stanzas of the selection, every
impediment of speech was gone, and as I think of that voice
1.think of an evening hour in the field and a new bell ringing
a mile from where I stand on a hilltop overlooking the town.
I cannot recall the prayer, but I do carry to this hour the
impression that it brought many souls in heart touch with
the Divine.
The text was based on the words cf exhortation to Timothy
to take heed unto himself and the doctrine, to meditate and
continue in these things. The introduction was long, and it
was some time before the massive structure of granite appeared above the ground. The rhetorical and classical finish
of that discourse was equal to one of Doggett’s best. There
was the carefulness in the selection of a word of finest shade
of meaning, sometimes seen in Wightman. The gestures
were few, but carried the force of the thought like the breaking forth of the sun after a rainy morning. One look into the
speaker’s eyes told of a volcanic fire in his soul, but under the
command of a master. The audience was slowly transported
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to a commanding height and riveted on not the speaker but
his thought. The beginning of that sermon had the epigrammatic form of expression not unlike XcTgeire. The finishing
touches were more like the fire-baptized scenes in one of
hIarvin’s happiest perorations. The man was the master of
the hour, but could no longer control the emotions of the
great throng of responsive humanity before him. LVave after
ware of power swept the field, and there was a pentecostal
scene before the deacons-elect were called forward for ordination. That sermon is printed; but not that man, occasion,
scene-these are in memory, but not in type.
The Bishop turned his footsteps from the Conference, and
in a few days buried his father. F o r nearly five gears he
lingered on these shores, but Holston Conference never heard
and never saw him again.

Bishop Candler says of him:
In erery eIement which entered into his most attractive
personality arid devoted life he was unusually endowed for
the work of the Christian ministry. H e was preeminently a
preacher, altogether a preacher, from head to foot, by physical, mental, and spiritual qualities-he was framed and fashioned for the pulpit. IV’hen in it, he adorned it with his
impressive presence; and when out of it, he suggested it by
the sanctity of his life and the dignity of his bearing?

Gen. Robert Toombs said of him: “He was the most
symmetrical man I have ever known-the handsomest
in person, the most gifted in intellect, the purest in
life.” Richard ?iIalcolin Johnston wrote concerning
him after his death: “He was the most beautiful of
mankind without, and men of all parties believed that
his external beauty mas the best expression that physical form and features could give of the more exquisite beauty within.” The late Justice L. Q. C. Lamar
l:Vrflzodisr Rmicw, July, 1909.
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‘‘of

said of him:
all the great Georgians, I consider
him the first.’’
Railroads have played a n important part in the material development of the Holston territory and in the
progress of Christianity in this Switzerland of Ameriea. Hence I pause to mention the occasion of the arrival in the town of Knoxville of the first railroad train
that ever came to that place. It was July 4, 1855. The
old East Tennessee & Georgia Railroad Company had
been working hard to construct its line from Cleveland.
Two or three dates had been set for the arrival of the
train in Knoxville, but various hindrances had caused
delay; but the jojful day came at last. People came
from Sevier, Blount, and other counties, and the hills
for many miles down the road were lined with people.
Summit Hill, in the suburbs, was covered with an eager
multitude, and a mighty shout went up from the human aggregations along the line of railway when the
locomotive came in sight. The train was a small affair; the engine was a slim pattern, and spurted and
spluttered as if it were going to blow up. But the
sight and sound were a big affair to the people. Some
of them were aghast, and would not go near the monster. It is told of one man from the backwoods that,
becoming frightened at the train, he ran through the
town and hid in a blacksmith shop, and would not
come out for a long time after he had been assured
that he was in no danger.
William’ G. Swann was the mayor of the town at
that time, and the city carried out an appropriate program of celebration, and the civic and other organizations of the place did their duty to the event.
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The Conference met in its thirty-second session in
Jonesboro, Tenn., November 14, 1Sj5, Bishop Paine
President, and William C. Graves Secretary.
One of the most interesting features of this session was a visit of the Rev, A. R. Erwin, of the Tennessee Conference, who came to represent the interests of the Publishing House at Sashville. He spoke
in the missionary and other meetings of the Conference, and made a profound impression by his eloquence.
It was not mere word-painting or fluency. He overwhelmed his audiences by the splendor of his imagination, the depth and originality of his thought, and the
spiritual power that evidently prompted and accompanied his delivery.
Dr. Eclmund W.Sehon, Missionary Secretary, was
present at this session and addressed the Conference.
As a speaker he was fluent and emotional-a popular
orator, without great powers of analysis. He had
been a meniber of the Ohio Conference, but adhered
South in the separation. H e was a useful servant
of the Church and a man whom the Southern Methodists delighted to honor.
At this Conference Judge Thomas A. R. Xelson entertained several of the preachers. H e lived some two
miles east of the town, and conveyed his guests back
and forth in his carriage. They were elegantly entertained at his home. His conversations with the preachers were very entertaining and instructive. H e was a
man of great learning and intellect and a first-class
lawyer. After the war he became one of the judges
of the Supreme Court of Tennessee. Although he was
a Union man during the war, he was very serviceable

I cy3

HOLSTON U.GTHODIS3.I.

to the Southern element after the war in defending
thein and their property rights against invasion by the
more vicious class of the Union people. I had occasion
to learn something of his skill as a lawyer before the
lyar. I was sued by an unprincipled inan for damages
for the alleged results of an unfortunate affray into
which I had been d r a m ; and though I had a lawyer
employed who was doing his best, it seemed certain
that the suit would cost me something. A friend advised me to employ Thomas A. R. Nelson. I asked
him if he would take the case. H e replied: “I will do
so with great pleasure.” H e asked me to state the circumstances of the case, and I did so. Said he: “Can
you prove these things?” I replied in the affirmative
and named the witnesses. %ow,’’ said he, “go to your
circuit arid give yourself no uneasiness about this matter.” H e went to the courthouse and entered an.additional plea, that of “accord and satisfaction ;” and the
adversary, seeing that he was about to fall into the pit
which he had digged for the other man, made haste to
vithdram the suit at his own cost, which was considerable, as he had inaliciously summoned a considerable
number of witnesses to heap up the cost. I learned by
this case that the next thing to a just cause is a good
lawyer.
Hugh Johnson located in 1828, but he attended this
session of the Conference as a local preacher. Notice
had been given that the preachers, as they came into
Jonesboro, should report at the courthouse. This I did ;
and as I walked to the door, I saw a man standing in
the door who had to me a very familiar face. I advanced, gave hiin my hand, and said : “How do you do,
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Brother Johnson ?” H e replied coolly, saying : “You
have the advantage of me.” I replied: “Isn’t this
Hugh Johnson I” He said : “Yes.” “Hugh Johnson,
of Henderson County, North Carolina ?” I continued.
H e replied in the negative. I said: “You look exactly
like him, and you certainly must be a brother of his.”
“No,” said he, “and I know nothing of him.” But for
this denial I could have gone into a court of justice
and honestly macle oath that the man I spoke to was
Hugh Johnson, of North Carolina. I simply mention
this as one of the strange coincidences which we meet
with occasionally.
Admitted on trial : Alexander E. Woodward, George W.
Smith, George W. Miles, William JVyatt, Jesse A. Hjden,
John Cox, Rufus E;. Scruggs, Charlcs T. BIcDonald, William
H. Rogers, William H. Howcll, Gastori BI. Slassey, Alexander
F. English, George W. Penley, Andrew Copeland, Ebeiiezer
Stockbridge, George Stewart, Henry P. Waugh, George
Creamer, John W. Bird.
Readmitted : William Robeson, John Reynolcls, R. PI.
Whaley,
Located : Alexander F. Cox, Leniuel C. Waters, James
Reed, Joseph R. Burchfield, Robert W. Pickens.
Discontinued : J. B. MclVahon, James &I. Hall, Reuben
Washburn.
Superannuated : Thomas Willrerson, George Ekin, James
Cumining, Jesse Cunnyngham, Robertson Ganiiaway, Wiley
13. Winton, Conaro D. Smith, George IV. Renfro, Ulrich
Keener, William Hicks, James H. Green.
Died : Obadiah B. Callaham, Vl‘illiani H. Keene.
Numbers in society : White, 39,636; colored, 4,006. Total,
43,642. Decrease, 154
Local preachers, 370; traveling preachers, 126.
Collected for supcrannnate and deficiency fund, $593.96;
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for missions, $3,jij.3j ; for tracts, $1,293.63; for Sunday
schools, $275.50; for American Bible Society, $1,875.31,

Alexander F. Cox traveled in the Conference only
a few years. He was not without talent and culture.
His parents lived in ,%bingdon, 7-a. His sister, lliss
Susan Tipton Cox, was a lifelong teacher, and exerted
a fine Christian influence wherever she lived and labored.
I remember Lemuel C. IYaters as a short, heavy man,
who had brain and gifts as a preacher.
Joseph R. Eurchfield, a nian of ordinary ability and
limited culture, was quite a revivalist.
Pickens returned to tlie Conference after this.
J. E. Mcb'lahon remained in the local ranks after his
location. I knew hiin in Western Korth Carolina as a
fine conversationalist and as a very interesting preacher, considerably above mecliocrity.
0. E. Callaham was born in Smyth County, T-a. H e
was admitted into the Conference in 18;z. His career
as a preacher was brief but creditable. His charges
were Sneetlville Circuit, Cumberland Xission, and
Pikeville Circuit. On the last-mentioned charge he
died froin congestion of the brain at tlie house of Mr.
Peter J. Swafford. His Conference memoir says:
"Thus has passed away one of our most amiable and
devoted young ministers. It may be said of him: He
labored with us in love, and died in sweet hope of heaven."
In the fifties I met Judge Robert Henry Hynds, of
Dandriclge, Tenn. H e was at that time a prominent
Methodist. H e died of sunstroke J U ~ Y16, 1856, on his
way home from holding a court at Blountville for
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Judge David Patterson. I-iis death occurred at tlie
home of Robert Henderson, six mile;; east of Greeneville. Judge Patterson aitenvards onxed the I-lenderson place, and died in the same room in which Judge
Hynds had (lied.
Judge Hyiids was married in Daridritlge to SIary
Jane IT-ilkes Moore July 4. 1826. She \vas a daughter
of Dr. ST'illiam and Cassie Paston Moore. I have a
statement from :llesancier Hynds. Eq..saying that
Dr. ITYlliam Moore \vas a first cousin to Capt. James
Yoore, of rlbbs T-alley, and 1 1 s Dr. Moore readily
recalled the day antl its events when Mary Moore and
llartlia Evans were restored to the family in T-irginia, as she n-as then living near by.'
Cr. SIoore was an educated and skillful physician.
l i e antl his young bride came on horseback, in 1802,
all the way from the Lexington section, in l'irginia, to
Dantiridge. with a little negro behind each of them.
She was second cousin to Patrick Henry and first COLISin to Gen. Sam Houston, of Texas fame.
Judge Hynds \vas a son of George Henry Hyntls
antl Sallie Pritcliett Jones, daughter of Gen. Eraiich 0.
Jones, of the Continental army. H e graduated at Union Seminary (where located I kiioiv not, but probably sonien.liere in East Tennessee) in 1821. H e was
a law pupil under Joseph E. Reese, Esq., practiced
law in a circuit estendiiig from Greene County to Archlinn County, and went to tlie bench in 1851. His family were stanch Presbyterians, and he married into that
faith. Dr. ilIoore and wife and Judge Hynds and wife
eventually became llethodists. The cause of the
' S e e Volume

I3

I.,pp. 67-74.

change was as folloirs :.-it the marriage of the late William Harris, of Dandridge, some little time before the
death of Dr. Moore, which occurred in 1839, the two
couples saw from a back porch and through the window the company dancing in the dining room. They
were cited before the session of the Church on the
charge of attending a dance; and JIr. Hrnds m o t e a
note saying that he could not attend owing to a court
engagement a t a distance, but explained the whole matter for himself and wife and for Dr. Xoore and wife.
The explanation was not accepted, and they ivere cited
again. Then N r . Hinds wrote, saying that he had not
attended a dance and that his former note was an answer to the charge, whereupon both couples were escluded from the Church ; and they at once joined the
Methodist Church and became earnest, faithful, dcvoted members thereof; and their fine old homestead,
with all its ease and luxury, was a stopping place for
any and all Nethodist preachers and their friends. Mr.
Hynds’s son, IYilliam Xoore Hynds, became class
Ieader in Dandridge at the age of sixteen, and died in
1547.
Judge Hynds‘s camp at the old Shady Grove Canlp
Ground, below Dandridge, held the preachers’ roonl.
In it Dr. Xoore died of a congestive chill while repairing it for the camp meeting of 1839. Kear by, at the
home of her granddaughter, hlrs. Cassie Hynds Duncan, Mrs. Dr. hIoore, at the ripe age of ninety-one, died
in 1875. Her last words were, as a smile from above
fell on her careworn face : “Glory ! I see them.”
Judge Hynds was never too busy, either as a lawyer
or as a judge, to attend divine service when it was pos-

sible. lllien away from home, he aliya:. made it a
rule to attend divine service and to pray pL$J!iclF if
called on. Tl-lien a member of tiie Ion-er biail& of
the Legislature and later of the State Senate ( 1835-36)
he attended church regularly, and about that time met
the distinguished John Xe~vlandMaffitt.
The Rev. James S.S. Huffaker was a law student
in Judge Hyntls’s office, and went to tiie pulpit therefrom. The late Dr. Robert A. Young said to Nr. ,Alexander Hynds in 1881: ‘’Your noble father was the best:
friend I ever had. His house n-as my home as a circuit rider in niy first year in the itinerancy. The influence of his family was a power for good in t l ~ t
Churcli in East Tennessee.”
The very fern veterans remaining this side of tl;e
Jordan live to speak of him as the upright ChristiaII,
the honest lawyer, and the incorruptible judge.
X r . .Alexander Hynds writes me of his motlier,
Judge Hynds‘s second wife :
11y sainted mother w a s -4nn Barbara Swan, daughter of
John and LUCY(Curtis) Swan, born December 8, I S I ~ ,at
Alderton, Northamptonshire, England. She came with the
family to New York in 1834, where she attended school, and
finally went to hIount Holyoke Seminary and placed herself
under its noble Christiau founder, Miss Xary Lyon, who
wished her to go into Ohio and establish a branch of hlount
Holyoke there. But the physicians said that she must come
South, and she reached Dandridge in September, 18.47,as a
young lady teacher, where she spent the rest of her y e a r s
laying the imprint of a godly Christian educator’s life upon
more than a thousand girls, for whom her last prayer was
offered on February 2 , rS32, a short time before she entered
upon her eternal rest. She was married to Judge Ilynds i?
Dandridge November j, 18jr, and no sweeter picture of do-
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niestic happiness have I ever known than was theirs. A11 her
stepchildren through life were devoted to her; and after the
breaking up of the family, she was just as loving and devoted
to all of them. She was a devoted member of the Presbyterian
Church from early girlhood, and honored it by a life of
Christian usefulness. I may add that she was the first pupil
educated at Mount Holyolce Seminary to come South as a
teacher.

Four sessioiis of the Annual Conference have been
held in Jonesboro, Tetin. The last held there was in
18j5. At this point I shall introduce a sketch of a piciieer layman m4io lived many pears in this historic town
arid from that place ascended to God.
Jacob F. Broples was born on Horse Creek, in
Greene County, Tenn., December IO, 1804; and died at
his home, in Jonesboro, November 2, 1895, in the ninety-first year of his age. H e was reared by pious Methodist parents. H e joined tlie Methodist Church and
was baptized by the Rev. James Axley at Stone Dam
Camp Ground about the year 1820. H e joined with
about a hundred others. H e was married to Lucinda
Eroyles December 13, 1847, by the Rev. Thomas Williamson, a local preacher. His wife joined the Church
about the pear 1822, uiider the Rev. George Ekin.
About the year 1832 he was appointed assistant class
leader uiider Jonathan Wadtlell, who died a short time
afterwards and left him in charge. This was at old
T;nio$ Church, on tlie Greeneville Circuit. His assistant was Julius Eroyles.
In 1838 he removed within the bounds of Jonesboro
Circuit and became class leader at Sevier’s Church, liaving been appointed to that position by the Rev. R. W.
Patty. He lived many years neighbor to tlie Rev. E.
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F.Sevier, tsiliom he greatly admired. He v a s always
ready to discliarge any duty that his relation to the
Church required of him. He was a delegate to several
District Conferences, and often attended the sessions of

JACOB F. BBOYLES.

the Aniiual Conference. On being asked by his soil
who was the best preaclicr he hac1 ever heard, he replied : “Creed Fulton.” I-Ie then iiained the following as great preachers : E. ??. Sevier, John Heniiinger,
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Thomas Stringfieltl, Samuel Patton, ITr. T. Senter,
’If-illiam P. Iieiidrick, E. E. IViley, John Tevis, and R.
If.Stevens.
Itr. Eroyles, as are all deeply pious men, was a
great Bible reader, arid he was particularly fond of
the Sew Testainelit scriptures. In his religion he T Y
not demonstrative, but lie greatly enjoyed camp meetings and revival exercises.
Such \vas his devotion to Xethodist doctrines and
usages that at the close of the Civil IVar, when the
preachers of the Church, South, were not permiti et1
to occupy the section where he lived, he attached himself to the IIethodist Episcopal Church temporarilj, ;
but as soon as the Southern preachers returned to
their flocks, he resumed his place in the Southern
1Ietbodist Church.
He carried his religious coiivictions into his everyday life and into all his business transactions, keeping his contracts sacredly and never making a promise without the hope of his being able to fulfill it. The
only civil office he ever held was that of justice of
the peace, which he held for eighteen years. H e was a
lover of sacred music, and delighted in the better class
of the old’hyiniis. H e often sang tiiein while about
his farm work. He was especially fond of that celebrated hymn of Charles Wesley, which, by the by, has
been omitted from the latest collection-namely, “The
Ecstasy of the SenTborn Soul.”
1fr. Croyles had a pleasant recoIlectioii of the Rev.
William P. Kendrick. H e used to relate the following incident: A t a camp meeting held at Ebenezer, i n
Greene County, Tenn., lfr. Kendrick was preaching
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froin tlie test, "11Iosoever, therefore, shall be
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation," etc. (Mark viii. 38) ; and during
the delivery of this sermon, which was overwlielming,
a man by the name of David Good, who was in the gallery, \vas powerfully convicted and imagined that he
was going to die. In his attempt to get out of the
house he got among the preachers and to the mourners' bench, was happil- converted, antl joined tlie
Church. He was afterwards made a class leader, and
discharged his obligations to the Church faithfully.
Jacob Eroyles remembered when Stone Dam Camp
Ground was laid off and the first camps were erected.
His father, John Broyles, assisted in tlie work antl
was one of the first tenters on tlie ground. In those
days they were accustomed to appoint guards to keep
order within and around tlie encampments. Jacob
Croyles while young often served as a guard. Stone
Dam in its early history was not illuminatetl with electricity or with kerosene or with gasoline; bnt posts
were set within tlie encampment, and boxes filled with
earth were attached to them, and in them blazing pine
knots furnished light by night to the throngs that visited and occupied the grounds.
blr. Eroyles used to relate some amusing incidents
connected with the pioneer preachers. The Rev.
George Ekin had an appointment at Union, on the
Greeneville Circuit. On one occasion lie was called
on to baptize some one. H e read some scripture suitet1 to the occasion, when a Baptist lady told him that
he had read that scripture incorrectly. H e replied that
he had read it just as it was in the Bible, at the same

time ofiering her tlie Eook that she might “rade” it
for herself. She replied that she could not reacl antl
requested him to hand tlie book to John Eroyles ( father of Jacob Croylesj that he might read it. Eroyles
replied: “Sister Gray, Brother Ekin read it right : and
ii I read it, I will read it just as he has done.” This
raised the Irish in the preacher, and after some caustic remarks he proceeded xsith the ceremonies.
The Rev. John Coxvman was holding a two days’
meeting at the church at Stone Dam. On Sunday
morning lie held a love feast. It was a rule of his
Church then for some person to stand at the door antl
admit to the love feast only such persons as were entitled to be present. On this occasion the preacher himself was guarding the door. An old shouting JIethodist lady by the name of IT‘ilcox presented herself at
the door dressed in plain style except that she wore a
small bow on her bonnet. 1Ir. Eowman espied the
boxv and informed her that she could not enter with
that bow on her bonnet, whereupon she retired, removed the bow, returned, entered the Church, and enjoyed the love feast.
The Rev. James Xxley was holding a camp meeting a t Stone Dam when a considerable number of
people joined the Church on probation. I t was a rule
of the Church at that time to reqnire that candidates
for membership should be recommended by the class
leader of the place or by some responsible member.
Among those offering for membership \vas an old man
vi110 wore a long beard. I-Ie was a stranger, and no
one was able to indorse for him. After a little discussion over the case the elder exclaimed : “ITeIl, we
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will take him, shave him up, and it n?ay be we can
make a good member of him.”
On niy way to my firbt circuit, in the autumn of
1850, I lodged with the excellent family of Joliii Y<.
TT’ilhoit, some five or six miles southeast of Greeneville, Tenn. It was a preachers’ home; there they
were always welcome arid always handsomely entertained. H e was a most excellent man, a pillar of the
Church in that community. His wife was his equal
in every respect. Among his grandchildren are the
Dosser brothers, who for years conducted successful
mercantile establishments in Jonesboro, Eristol, 3Iorristowii, and Knoxville. Their mercantile talent and
education they derived from their father, Mr. James
Dosser, of Jonesboro, a high-toned Christian. gentleman and a very shrewd and successful man of business.
Mr. LT’ilhoit died in great peace in the summer of
1856, in the fifty-eighth year of his age.
Ilention was made of Jonathan and Richard Eird
in Volume I., pages 262-268, of this work. Richard
Cird 117as born in Tl‘ilkes County, N. C., August 23,
1769; and died in AIcDowell County, N. C., J ~ l y26,
1856, in his eighty-seventh year. I l e was admitted
into the traveling connection in 1792,and appointed
to the Danville (1-a.) Circuit. He located in 1796.
H e sei-ved as a traveling preacher in I.’irginia and
Kentucky. ,4fter his location he settled on Catawba
River, in McDowell Coimty, N. C. In point of talent he was above mediocrity. His sermons were
short and his sentences beautiful and comprehensive.
His niaiiner was not controversial ; he simply espounded the doctrine of his text and then applied it.
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In speaking he seldom violated a rule of grammar

01

rhetoric. H e was not a classical scholar, but used
good English. His voice mas rather weak but agreeable to the ear, being a ready vehicle of the thought
and emotion of the speaker. On his deathbed he
said: “My hope is in the Lord; I walk by faith, and
not by sight.”
H e left behind many relatives. His obituary notice,
written in 1856, stated that his descendants then n m i bered two hundred, a few of them being of the fourth
generation.’
The Conference met in its thirty-third session in
Knoxville October 22, 1856, Bishop Andrew President, and William C. Graves Secretary.
The Bishop was sixty-two years of age at this time,
scarcely beyond the prime of life. 111 his younger
days he was a man of great virility, and was at times
a preacher of extraordinary power. But at this Conference he showed signs of age and failing strength
of body and mind. I t is said that he began to decline
at tlie age of fifty.
A comiiiunication was received from Mr. John PI.
Fleming inviting the preachers of the Conference to
attend tlie East Tennessee Agricultural and hlechanical Fair, then open near the city. The invitation was
accepted with thanks. I remember that the exhibits
at the fair were, for that day, quite respectable.
The Rev. Thomas Stringfield presented a conimunication from the Board of Trustees of Strawberry
Plains College asking for a n agent to collect funcls for
the college, and stated that tlie property was worth
‘Obituary notice by Rev. J. ’CV. Williamson.

about

$12,000,but

n a s einbarrasscd n-,th a debt of
The report stated that the President, Kichard L. Kirkpatrick, had resigned. and that his place
had been filled by tlie election of the Rev. Thackleuz
P. Thomas. This election u a s confirmed by vote of
the Conference.
A coiiiiiiuriication was received from X r . Thomas
L. Preston, President of the Coard of Trnstees of EMory aiid Henry College, stating that the institution had
reached a high state of prosperity as to patronage,
aiid that a few days after the opening the register
shorn-ed a matriculation of two hundred students, the
largest attendance in the history of the college up to
that date. The dormitories n-ere crowded, the dining
room overflowed, and some youpg men had been compelled to leave for lack of accomiiiotlatio!is. The report asked for an agent to rai,e funds for the huilding of a new boarding house ancl additional tlorinitories. According to tlie report, the trustees had agreed
to raise $5,000, and requested the Conference to raise
a like sum. To this request the Conference cheerfully acceded, ancl George llr.Alexander was appointed
agent for the coming year. About this time tlie college had . reached its zenith. I remember hearing
President SViley, ~ v h ou7as also Treasurer, say that
one year the gross income of the institution was over

$3,000.

$~0.000.

.Z report of tlie Coard of Trustees of Holston Colifcreiice Female College, signed by lk-.D. Rankin,
Chairman, aiicl R. E. l'ance, Secretary, was presentet1 to the Conference. It stated that since the last report the college had been etniiiently prosperous ; that
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during the term which ended in Slay last one hundred
anti seventy-seven students had entered ; that teachers
and pupils had enjoyed excellent health, the medical
fees of the entire session not exceeding twenty-five
dollars ; that the patronage of the college demanded
increased accommodations ; that, accordingly, the citizens had contributed $1,300 for the erection of an adtlitional building ; that the addition had been about
completed at a cost +of$2,000 ; that the citizens had recently wiped out a debt against the institution of
$1,000and contributed $200 for the erection of a
kitchen; and that it was the desire of the board that
the Conference should take steps to raise funds for
the liquidation of the debts incurred in these improvements, also for the erection of a large chapel and of a
$j.OOO addition to tl;e boarding house.
To comply
with the request of tlie trustees Coleman Campbell
was appointed agent of the college. TThat his success was I ani unable to state.
Dr. Jefferson Hamilton, Agent of the Tract Society of the Church, was introduced to the Conference.
He was from the Alabama Coiiference and one of the
foremost men of the connection. I have a distinct
recollection of a sermon which he preached during the
session. H e was an asthmatic ; and when lie first began, his voice was husky and lie spoke with difficulty ;
but as he warmed up in the discussion, his voice
cleared and he spoke with trumpet notes to a large
ant1 delighted audience. The text mas, “Joy shall be
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,” etc. The
exposition was fine and tlie whole sermon one of great
intellectual and spiritual power.
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Dr. Leroy 11.Lee, of the I'irginia Conference, lvas
introduced and addressed the Conference on the book
and periodical interests of the Church. Dr. Lee was
a great man. H e ranked high as editor, author, am!
preacher. As editor he was treiicliant; as author,
learned and profound ; as preacher, clear and forcible.
During the session Bishop Anclrew preached a memorial seriiion of the four deceased iiienibers of the
Conference-among
the iioblest inen that ever belonged to the Conference.
hdmittecl on trial: E. 'IV.S. Bishop, Josiah Torbett, Jacob
T. Freeman, John E. Foster, Pindrew Greer, Henry Rule,
Rowan Clear, Lawrence hl. Renfro, Leoiiidas C. Delashmit,
George Emmitt, Abel R. Wilson, John R. Stradley, A. W.
Cummings, N o s e s A. Spencer, IViIliain Elbert blunsey.
Readmitted : John Alley.
Located: J. H. Green, J. D. F. Jeiinings, 3. $4. Sharpe,
Frank Richardson, George W. Retifro.
Discoiitinued : John Cox.
Superannaated : R. 1-1. Gutlirie, T. Sullins, James Cumming,
R. Gannaway, J. W.Belt, Vi. B. Wintoii, C. 13. Smith, J. $1.
Varnell, Thomas Stringfield.
Died : Thomas Wilkerson, George Ekin, John hI. Kelley,
Ulrich Keencr.
Numbers in society: Wihitc, 41,351 ; colored, 1,3Gj. Total,
45,716. Increase, 2,074.
Local preachers, 379 ; traveling preachers, 120.
Collected for missions, $3,770.91 ; f o r Bible cause, S1,oii.S;
f o r tract cause, $7jo.

Sketches of Willrerson, Ekin, and Keener have already been given.
Richardson and Renfro returned to the Conference
after this.
John M,Kelley was born October 31, 1802; and
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died at his home, in Tazeivell. Tenn., September 2 ,
ISj6. H e was licensed to preach September 27, 1827.
H e was admitted into the South Carolina Conference
in 1828, and located in 1833. The first record we
have of him after his location is his appointment in
charge of Jonesboro Circuit, in the Holston Conference, in 1835. S5'hen considerably advanced in life, he
married Mrs. Sen-ell, witlow of Cenjamin Sewell ancl
owner of a hotel property in Tazewell, Tenn. H e
was placed on the superannuate roll a few years before lie died, and superintended the business of the 110tel. I became personally acquainted with him n-liile
I \vas in charge of Tazen-ell Station in 1853, and I
doubt whether I ever met with a better man. He was
a man of superior mental endowments and liberal
education. He was a critical English scholar. H e
was impressive rather than sprightly as a preacher.
H e was uniformly cheerful and affectionate, never
light or jocular. In his retired relation he never lost
spirituality, ancl was always ready to preach or to give
a private word of religious admonition. He was frequently in delilarid for addresses on literary occasions
or temperance rallies; and some of his addresses, if
printed, would read vell. S o t satisfied with retirement, he applied for regular work and was appointed
presiding elder of Rogersville District, a large and laborious charge, in 1855. Early in the year he came
to m y charge in Rogersville, entered the pulpit as the
congregation was assembling on Saturday morning,
and sang a solo, a favorite hymn, with evidence of
great emotion. Secular work was not congenial t o
him; and when the old stager felt the pressure of the
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familiar harness again, his joy could not be suppressed.
H e did not know it at the time, but he was getting
ready for his ascent, wliicli x a s in the near future.
How lovingly did lie preside in the Quarterly Conference ! How earnest was his message in the sacred
stand ! How sweet was his social intercourse n-ith
the brethren in their homes !
75‘1ien he was on his deathbed, a friend said to him:
“Erother Kelley, I suppose that all is well with you
religiously?” “Yes,” said he; “I ha\-e tried to s e n e
God for many years. I have served him from principle, and now I feel that all is well.” H e mas asked
if lie enjoyed a permanent peace within. His anyes ! Peace ! joy ! joJ-! If I could o111y
swer was : “0,
express it ! Glory ! glory !” Again it was asked : “If
you had your life to live over, .;l-ould you be a Liethodist traveling preacher ?” His response was : “I
would rather be a poor, humble Methodist traveling
preacher than to be President of the United States.”
T o William C. Daily he said: “Tell my brethren of
the Conference that I died at my post.” 1.n the hour
of breathing his last he took an affectionate adieu of
the members of his family, leaving a dying- blessing
upon each.
The Conference met in its thirty-fourth session in
94arion. Va., October 22, 1857, Bishop Jolin Early
President, and W. C. Graves Secretary.
I note the fact that the Rev. J. S. Kennedy, of the
Virginia Conference, was introduced to the Conference, as he afterwards became a member of the Holston Conference and was a conspicuous actor in Holston Methodism.
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The Conference elected as delegates to tlie ensuing
General Conference, to meet in Kashville, Tenn., the
follwving inen: E. F. Sevier, lT7illiam Hicks, T. I<.
1lunsey, E. E. Wiley, James Atkins, R. 11. Stevens,
ancl IYilliani Robeson. Reserves : 'CVilliam C. Graves
and Williain C. Daily.
The Bishop submitted to the Conference for concurrence or rejection a resolution adopted by the Alabama Conference proposing to strike out from the
General Rules tlie rule on slavery. This rule, as the
reader may know, prohibited the buying or selling of
men, women, and children with the intention of enslaving them. It was evidently leveletl against the Xfrican slave tracle and not directly against the holding of
slaves o r the transfer of slave property. The speakers in the Conference mho advocated tlie resolution
took the ground that, as under the laws of the L'nitecl
States the slave trade was piracy aiicl prohibited as
such uiicier heavy penalties, tlie rule was a dead letter ;
but that, being sometimes construed as a condemnation of slaveholding, it operated to tlie prejudice of
our preachers among slaveholders and hiiidered their
free access to masters aiid servants, and therefore
should be stricken out. The vote on the resolution
stood 78 for and 4 against. One of the negative voters
was N'illiam Robeson ; I do iiot renieinber who the
others were. I renieinber that after this T~Ijillia~n
G.
Ci-ownlow, editor of the Knoxville W h i g , criticized
Robcsoii for his vote, classing him with abolitionists.
Robeson replied with iome spirit. a i d got, as I thought,
t!ie better of tlie fight. Croivnlow was iiot a member
14
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of the Conference, but, being present, he took an active
part in bringing about the vote to strike out.
I remember that at this Conference the sessions
were preceded by a prayer meeting led by the Bishop,
and the emotional life which he threw into the services
was wonderful.
Xmaig the papers of the Conference I find the third
annual exhibit of the Publishing House at Nashville
by Stevenson & Owen, Agents, showing that the
Church had sustained a considerable loss by the depository at Richmond ; that the Southern Metlzodist
Quartcrly Rczicw had utterly failed to meet expenses ;
that its deficit for the current year was little short of
three thousand dollars; that the Hoiire Circle had a circulation of 6,500 copies, but was not paving expenses ;
that the Sziizday School Visitor, with a circulation of
19,000,
was a tax on the resources of the Church ; that
the Riciz~izoiid Clzristiaiz dde~occrtehad failed to mteet
expenses, but that the Charleston paper had turned
over to the Church as net profits several thousand dollars.
The Agent of the Emory and Henry College reported that during the year he had raised for the college
only $1,482.50 in solvent notes.
The Committee on Education reported that Thaddeus P. Thomas had resigned the presidency of Strawberry Plains College, and that the trustees had elected
to fill the place the Rev. James S. Kennedy, of the 1-irgiiiia Conference ; and the Bishop was requested to
transfer him to the Holston Conference.
At this session the trustees of the Athens Female
College tendered that property to the Conference.

(2112

They had bought the property from the hlcMinn
Lotlge of Odd Fellows for thirty-five hundred dollars.
The property consisted of two acres of ground adjoining the town of Pltheiis, Tenn., and a three-story brick
building, 60 s 40 feet, not completed. To pay for the
property the trustees had in hand an available subscription of money amounting to more than the cost
of the property. They did not ask the Conference to
assume any pecuniary liability, but requested the appointment of a President and Agent to raise two thousand dollars for the completion of the building. They
furtherniore expressed a purpose to purchase two additional acres of land on which to erect a boarding
hhouse. This tender was niade through the Rev. Sewell Philips, and was acceptecl by the Conference, although the minutes shoni no appointment of either a
President or an Agent.
T h e Conference entered upon another important enterprise at this session. The Odd Fellows Lodge at
Abingdon, T-a., had begmi the erection of a large
brick building in the suburbs of the town for a female
school to be entitled Nartha IVashington College. In
its unfinisheil state it was offered to the Conference
with a debt upon it. The Coniereiice accepted the offer and appointed as Agent the Rev. W. P. Cishop, a
local preacher, to raise funds to pay the debt and coinplete the building. The building, however, was never
completed. TWGyears later the Hon. Thomas L. Pre3ton tendered to the Conference the old Francis Presrty, in Aliingclon. at a noniinal price, for
school purposes : the Odd Fellows property was disposed of and the Preston property accepted as the site
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of the college. Tli~iswas founder1 a school that has
been famous in the annals of education.
The Committee on Education gave a favorable report of Holston Conference Female College. In spite
of the scholarship plan, which almost ga7.e away education in the purely literary branches, and the failure
of the agency appointed at the last session, the trustees
were making a large addition to the boarding house,
aiid the schoo~wa5 inore than paJing espenses.
Admitted on trial: George Callahan, John W. Mann, SVilliam Kiiisland, William H. Cooper, SVilliam P. Queen, Thoinas
I?. Glenn, Moses Seaton, john F. \Voodfiii, Samuel D. Games,
John Slalair.
Readmitted : Joseph R.Burchfield, George LV. Renfro, Andrew C. Hunter.
Located : j. T. Stanbury, iVilliam Ballinger, Joshua 13.
Little, John D. Baldwin, R. N Price, Gaston N. Xassey,
Sewell Philips.
Discontinued : Henry Rule, George Emmitt, Jacob Freeman,'
Rowan Clear, Ebeiiezer Stockbridge, William LVyatt, G. SV-.
Smith.
Superannuated: L. C. 'Waters, R. W. Patty, Thomas Stringfield, James Gumming, R. Gannaway, C. D. Smith, T. Sullins,
S. B. Hamell, W.B. Winton, W. H.Rogers.
Transferred to the St. LOUISConference : R. 11. Wlialcy.
Died : Jesse Cunnyngham, John 11.Variiell
Numbers in society : White, 43,087 ; colored, 4,210. Total,
47,307 Increase, 1,591.
Local preachers, 388 ; traveling preachers, 134.
Collected for missions, $3,614.95 ; for Ril)je cause, $6Sj83 :
for tracts, $1jg SS

This was Bishop Early's first episcopal visit
Holston Conference. H e had all the sessions
Conference preceded by a prayer meetilig, in
he eshorted with great earnestness aiid effect.

to the
of the
which
In the

chair he was positive and pragniatical. H e exceeded
his prerogative as a presiding officer and exerted an
intentional influence in shaping the business of the
session. H e was, however, not so dictatorial as he
subsequently became.
1 tell the following joke a t the expense of a lawyer
of the Marion community. I t had been the custom of
the superintendent of the Sunday school of the Methodist Church of the place to hang up a card printed
with large letters near the pulpit with the inscriptions
I am early” on one side and “I am late” on the othe r to assist in securing punctuality in the attendance of
pupils. As it happened the card was immediately behind the seat occupied by the Eisliop, and the words
“I am early” were turned outward. One morning this
lawyer came into the Conference room, and was greatly disgusted at what he believed to be the Eishop’s
card, and remarked afterwards that such a notice was
evidence of his supreme egotism and despotic character! I heard the remark, and would have corrected
the mistake, but I did not wish to witness. the mortification that such a correction sirould have occasioned
my friend.
John Early, D.D., was born in Eeclford County, Va.,
January I, 1786 ; and died in Lynchburg, I-a., November 5, 1873. His parents were Baptists, but he joined
the Methodist Church. H e was licensed to preach in
1806 and admitted on trial into the Virginia Conference in 1807. H e was early promoted to the presiding eldership. Simpson’s “Cyclopedia of Methodism”
says : “He was eminently successful in leading- sinners
t o the Savionr, on one circuit receiving into the Church
(I

five hundred member5 ; am1 it is said that at one camp
meeting conducted by him one thousand persons viere
converted. H e was deeply interested in the missionary cause, ant1 everywhere awakened missionary zeal.
H e was one of the most zealous and active workers in
the establishment of Randolph-Alacon College, and
was for many years President of its Eoard of Trustees.” H e vias a member of every General Conference from 1812to 1S28, inclusive. H e was elected
Cook Agent of the XIethodist Episcopal Church, South,
in 1846. In 1854 he vias elected bishop, and in 1866
was given the superannuate relation.’
Bishop Early was a remarkable-yea, a wonderfulman. As a homilist he did not rank high, but in preaching and eshortation he had a wonderful fluency and
earnestness. H e was the best pathetic aiiecdoter I
ever heard. H e had an almost limitless control over
the emotions of his audiences. In the days when
shouting was fashionable in the Methodist churches, if
quiet and silence were desired, it was unsafe to put
John Early in the pulpit. Yet in his latter days he
opposed shouting. After a sermon of his during a session of the Conference in Wytheville a pious Methodist latly had been so wrouglit up by his eloquence that
she could not refrain from loud acclamations of praise
to God. The Bishop walked down the aisle and gently rebuked the sister, saying : “Sister, order becometh
the house of the Lord.” h f t e r dismission the sister,
mortified by the rebuke, meekly remarked to a friend:
“The Eishop is a queer man. H e preaches powerfully
lSiiiipson’s “Cyclopedia of hlethodism,” p.

320.
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a i d prays pcwerfully for the Holy Ghost; and when
lie conies, he won’t have him !”
After the S h - i o n Conference the Eisliop presided
in the Holston Conference five times. i2t the Conference of ISjg, held in Xbingclon, he gave offense to
some of the preachers by what they regarded as mikind criticisms, and they lodged complaints against
him at the next General Conference. His greatest
mistakes were his rulings during the Civil W a r at Athens, SVytlieville, and Cristol. Cnder these rulings Union preachers were expelled from the Church for offenses purely political and without due forin of trial.
The Cidiop’s great intensity macle him narrow, and
he could not regard sympathy with the invasion of the
South by the hordes of Sortliern soldiers as anything
less than a crime against God aiid humanity. All this
did not argue that h e was bad, but that the intense
emotionality which made him such a stirring preacher
unfitted hiin for that coolness and caliiiness of deliberation wliich the presitlency of I-Iolston Cmference
deiniandec1 in that crisis.
Joshua E. Little was a large, fat, good-natured mail
of fair intellect. IVhen the war came up, h r took the
Union side ; ant1 when the Methodist Episcopal Church
in East Teiinessee was reorganized, in 1874, lie affiliated
with that branch of 1Iethodism.
John D. Ealtlwin. located on a farm in Hancock
County, Tenn., aiid led a quiet, peaceable life till called
tip higher.
R. K. Price located to attend to some 1aw;uits in
which his father Iiad become involved. H e went to
Cishop Early and said: “Bishop, iny father has b e -

come involved in some lawsuits, am1 it \vi11 be necessary f o r me to take about tn-o months at the beginning of the year in attending to his buisness. I do
not wish to locate ; I come to you to request you to give
me a charge somewhere in Southwestern Virginia. I
will see that the appointments are filled when I shall
necessarily be absent from the work.” H e turned his
back to hiin and replied : “I have no jurisdiction in the
matter.” Next day Price asked for and obtained a location. When the Bishop observed that he had located,
he said to one of the preachers : “’I’c’liy (lid Price locate ?
That was not necessary.”
As it happened, A. IT.Gooclyltoontz, who had been
appointed to Xbingdon Circuit, died just as he was
entering upon his work ; ant1 after Price had attendecl to his father’s business, he was requested by the presiding elder, I;. 11.Fanning, to take charge of the circuit, which he did. This was the circuit within which
his father lived, and the one which he would have
chosen at the Conference if he hat1 had a choice. I l e
returiietl at the end of the year to the Conference arid
accepted the professorship of mathematics antl ancient languages in Holstoii Conference Female College.
Sewell Philips afterwards returned to the Conference.
X sketch of Jesse Cunnynghain mas given in Voltime 11.
~01111nr. TTal-nkll was a portly man of respectalile
culture antl preaching talent. In his last days he was a
victim of dyspepsia, and found it necessary to diet
himself almost to starvation. At the Conference held
in Asheville, N. C., in ISST, he was a guest of h‘lrs.
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11.11.1-ance, and lie slept in the same room with Zeb
I-ance, who was then a big boy. l*ance used to relate that one night T’arnell sat up in the bed, and, as
if at the dining table, solemnly and deliberately asked
the blessing: “Lord make u s thankful for what we are
about to receive.”
I can give you only a brief mention of Marion and
Sniyth County. The county was set off from Washington and Wythe Counties in 1832, and was named
for Gen. Alexander Sniyth, a noted lawyer. The town
of Marion was established in the same year. The first
church in the town was a Presbyterian church, ancl
was erected in 1847 or 1848. The first Nethodist
church of the place was built about 1850;and the present church, which is a handsome. brick building. was
erected about the year 1892. The area of Smyth County is 315,425 acres, with a population of near 25,000.
The census of 1890 showed a white population of 17,063 and a colored population of 1,170. The same
census showed a foreign population of only 60. The
county is drained by the three forks of Holston River. I t is mountainous and hilly, nith intervening Valleys of great fertility, the hills and mountains themselves being very fertile and productive. It is in the
center of the blue grass section of the State, and is a
fine stock-raising region.
The county furnishes unequaled water power ; and
the manufacturing interests of the county are considerable ancl growing, the chief of which is the plant of
the Mathieson Alkali Works, at Saltville, at which salt,
alkali, and caL.stic soda are manufactured in large
quantities.
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The minerals of the county are lead, zinc, iron, fire
day, gypsum, marble, limestone, salt, bar!-tes, a d manganese. The lumber business is carried on 011 a large
scale. The people are honec;t, hospitable, and progressive. The religion of the county is of a high type, orthodox, sincere, and of great emotional power. There
are about seventy public scliool buildings in the county,
including two fine -high school buildings-one at blarioii and the other at Saltville.
The Southwestern State Hospital for the Insane is at
Marion, and consists of a iiuinber of excellent buildings, in which a great number of patients are cared for.
The dust of Gen. William Campbell and his wife,
hfadain Russell, reposes at Seven-Mile Ford, in the
county.

CEIXPTER VIII.
COXFEREXCES
OF 1858 AND 1859.

THE Conference met in its thirty-fifth session in
Chattanooga, Tenn., October 16, 1858, Bishop Andrew
President, and James K. S. Huffaker Secretary.
Erastus Rowley was readmitted at this session, and
by request of the Conference appointed President of
Athens Female College.
John H. Erunner was reappointed to the presidency
SV. Cummings was reof Hiwassee College. Dr. -4.
appointed to the presidency of Holston Conference Female College. J. S. Kennedy was appointed to the
presidency of Strawberry Plains College, and the action of the committee appointed at the last Conference
accepting from the Odd Fellows the property of Martha IYashington College was approved.
A t this session a committee was appointed to take
into consideration the propriety of establishing a Conference depository of books and a Conference organ.'
The committee reported in favor of a depository, but
against a Conference organ. The report, so far as it
had reference to a depository, was negatived ; but so far
as it had reference to a Conference organ it was adopted, and a resolution expressing confidence in the
Sashville CIiktiaiz Adzlocate was also adopted. Dr.
John G. McFerrin, General Coolc -4gent, was present,
and his presence and influence must have had something to do with the vote on the question of a Conference organ. H e was always opposed to the multipli(220)
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cation o I Conference organs. He belieycd in centralization. H e took the ground that a few good papcrs
would be more useful to the Church than a iimnber
of inferior sheets not well sustained.
-'it this session the Conference adopted an elaborate
financial plan, which is as follow\.s:
I. There shall be a Financial Committee constituted annually
as follows : There shall be one lay steward from every district
within the Conference, elected by the district stewards either
from their o'it'ii number or from among the other stewards of
the district, and one from among the preachers of the Conference for each district. All the financial interests of the
Conference shall be referred to this committee; provided, always, that the failure of the lay stewards, any or all of them,
to attend the sessions of the Conference shall in nowise
hinder o r invalidate the regnlar proceedings of that portion
of the Financial Committee elected from the Conference.
2. T h e expenses incurred by the stewards in attending the
sessions of the Annual Conference shall be determined by the
Board of District Stewards and paid by their respective districts.
3. There shall be elected annually by the fourth Quarterly
Conference of each circuit, in addition to the legal number of
seven stewards already provided for by the Discipline, a repres>ntative from each society on said circuit not represented
by one of the stewards.
4. There shall be a meeting in every district of one steward
from each station aiid circuit, d i o s e duty it shall be to take
into consideration the temporalities of the district, to estimate
the presiding elder's entire claim, including quarterage, trayeling, and family expenses, and to apportion his entire claim
thus ascertained among the several stations aiid circuits of his
district according to their relative ability to pay.
5 . I t shall be the duty of the class representatives t o attend
the first financial meeting held by the preacher in charge of
the several circuits and stations, as also the quarterly meetings,
and cooperate with the stewards in estimating the entire

claiiii o r claims of tlie preacher or preachers of said circtiit or
station, including quarterage, family and trave!ing expenses,
etc. ; and, when so determined, to apportion their entire claims,
including that of the presiding elder, against the circuit o r
station among the several appointments or societies of their
respective charges, it being left to tlie discretion of those
brethren who have families t o make on their ow11 fields of
labor such arrangements as they and their stewards ixay deem
most judicious in raising their family supplies, etc., whether
it be in money o r in such produce as may be needed and is
equivalent to so much money in.value.
6. \&%en the iirst financial ineetiiig of the circuits has been
convened and the stewards and class representatives have ascertained the entire claim against a station o r circuit alii1 apportioned it to the several classes or societies, then it sh;ill be
the duty of the preacher in charge to have a coiiiiiiittee coiisisting of three or five, or more, appointed by election o r
otherwise in each class or society, including among the number the steward or representative of a class o r society, whose
duty it shall be, at the earliest opportunity, to divide or distribute the amounts apportioned to the several classes among
all the individual inembers of said classes per head, according
t o the ability of each one t o pay, thus providing for the entire
claim of all the preachers aiid diffusing the burden of ministerial support over all the Church.
7. In order to meet the claims of tlie superannuates and
other claimaiits, the preachers in charge of tlie several circuits
aiid stations shall be required to raise a collection in each
society. The stewards of the Conference shall apportion the
amomit necessary to meet the claims of the bishops among the
several districts, aiid tlie presiding elders shall collect the
sapie; and in case any preacher fails to do his duty as required above, he shall be required to pay five per cent on the
amount he has received as his salary.
8. It shall be the duty of the Conference Financial Committee, constituted a s heretofore provided, t o receive the finaiicial reports of all the preachers in charge of districts, circuits,
stations, and missions to be furnished agreeably to the require-

nieiits of the Discipline ; and also at each Conference carefully
to inquire into tlie pecuniary condition and resources of all
those for whose benefit the collection is taken, lest iiiiproper
claimants be retained on the list of this class of beneiiciaries.
9. The lay Conference stewards shall have tlie privilege of
voting and participating in any and all discussions arising
either in the committee meetings o r in tlie Conference iii
reference to the financial interests of the Conference and
Church.
IO. It shall be the duty of each steward and class representative to present at the fourth Quarterly Conference of each
circuit or station an accurate list of all the names on their
several class rolls, with the ainouiit assessed to each nieiiiber
and the amount paid.
rr. It shall be the duty of each presiding elder to see to it
that each preacher in charge on tlie several circuits and stations of his district shall put into operation tlie plan hereiiibefore set forth, and that all the preachers in charge be required
scrupulously to carry out this fiiiancial policy on all their
charges and among all their classes,
12.It is earnestly recoinmendsd that all the preachers uiiitedly coijperate throughout the bounds of o w Conference in
carrying out uniformly and rigidly the plan herein presented.

Ey request of the Conference the bishop reappointed James Atkins to the agency of the American Bible Society.
h'lrs. Hart, formerly of Monroe County, Tenn., having in her will bequeathed to the Church property supposed to be worth $2,000, more or less, John H. Brunner and J. G. Peace were authorized to take steps to
secure the proper-ty to the Church and to apply the
proceeds to tlie erection of a parsonage in the town of
Madisonville.
It is known that Thomas Stringfield always favored
the establishment of theological scliools, and it was
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largely t11roLgl1
influence that a nieillorial came
fro111 Stralyberry Plains College memorializing the
Collference to esrablisli a theological institute, whereupon tlie follou-ing resolutions ~ivereadoptecl:
I. Resolved, That we consider the subject one of great
iliterest and Tvortliy of the serious and deliberate coiisideratioii of the whole miiiistry of our Church.
2 Resolised, That \re deem it inexpedient t o enter upon an
enterprise of that magnitude at present.

Compare the first resolution above with tlie resolution on the same subject introduced in the Conference
of 184: by David Xdams. himself a Strawberry Plains
man, saying : “11-e disapprove and will oppose any
measure tciitling to or savoring of the establishment
of a theological institute or seminary.”
The report on teniperance adopted at this session
said : “That the Conference deeply deplores tlie extensively intemperate conditions of the country, and
regards the use of ardent spitits as a beverage as a
capital offense against the l a w of God.”
The General Conference having by the constitutional
majority voted to expunge froiii tlie Discipline the rule
on slavery, the Conference concurred by a vote of
68 to 3.
On tlie passage of the character of William G. E.
Cunnynghani the following resolution was adopted :
Resokcd, That G. W. Alexander be requested by the Conference to write a letter to our litloved Brother William G.
E. Cunnyngham, missionary to China, expressing our kind
remembrances and affectioii for h i i n and of o u r Christian
sympathy for Iiini i n his distant and arduous field of labor.

Dr. E. E. lTTiileywas by vote requested to preach the
Conference sernion at the next annual session.

-4chitted o n trial: John D. LYagg, A. IV. &ton, Jarl1rs K.
Stringlield, Robert N. Strong, IY. H. Xoody, ;ibsalo~n D.
Stewart, Ib'illiam C. Boivnlan, Charles T. IIcDonald, John H.
Keith, John W. Dodson, Erastus Romley, John IV,Bowman,
John hI. Proffitt.
Readmitted: Creed Fulton, R. N. Price, John D. Ealdwin,
Gaston M.hlassey.
Received by transfer: IV. E. Bailey.
Located: T: SI. Dula, Creed Fulton, JV. B. Bailey, D. P.
Hunt, i\Iitchell P. Swaim, R. K. Coin.
Transferred to St. Louis Conference : Elijah Connor.
Superannuated : John Alley, D. E. Carter, R. -1.
Giddens, A.
Gass, S. B. Harwell, R. Gannaway, James Curntniug, C. D.
Smith, R. W. Patty, R. H. Guthrie, T. Sullins, 1'
. P. Winton,
W. H. Rogers.
Died : Thomas Stringfield, Alfred LI. Goodykoontz, Charles
Mitchell.
Kumbers in society: IVhite, 45,083 ; colored, 4,3Sj; Indian,
zoo. Total, 49,668. Increase, 2,361.
Local preachers, 402 ; traveling preachers, 108.
Collected for superannuates, etc., $480; for missions, $2,769.48.

Hamilton County was established by act of the Legislature of 1819,and it comprised the territory lying
southwest of Rhea and southeast of Eledsoe arid Marion Counties. The county was named in honor of
Alexander Hamilton, who was killed in 1804 in a pistol, duel with -4aron Eurr. The first courthouse was
the house of Hasten Poe, at the foot of Walden's
Ridge, on the Poe Turnpike. The building still stands,
and is yet in a fairly good state of preservation. From
the Poe house the courts were moved to the farm of
Ahasel Rawlings, where a little town called Dallas
sprang up. The county seat remained in Dallas until s840, when it was moved to Vann Town, an In-

,
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diaii village 011 tlie Tennessee River, about twelve
miles northeast of Chattanooga. Vann Town was afterwards named Harrison, and the county seat was
removed from that place to Chattanooga in ISTO.
Chattanooga’s first name was given to the locality
b ~ the
. Indians. lye would spell and pronounce it, accenting the first and last syllables, “Ah-clan-a-wah,”
meaning “The Home of the Hawks.” Its next name
\vas Ross’s Landing, named for John Ross, a chief of
the tribe of Cherokee Indians. In 1839 the town mas
chartered under the name “Chattanooga,” the Indian
name of a creek near by. The sheriff of Hainilton
Couiity held an election for seven aldermen, and the
seven thus elected selected from their number the first
mayor of the town.
In 1834 extreme Lower East Tennessee and extreme Sort11 Georgia were Indian mi yionary ground,
known to 1Ietliodism as tlie Washington District and
Cherokee AIission. At the Annual Conference of 1834
John Heiininger, presiding in the absence of a bishop,
appointed Thomas Stringfield to tlie district and David C.”Cumming, D. T. Fulton, and David Ring to the
mission.
In a sketch of Nethodism in North Georgia and
Lower East Tennessee, given in a pamphlet by the
Rev. Levi Brotherton, there is the follom-ing interesting story of D. T. Fulton: On one occasion Erother
Fulton got lost in the Conosauga Mountains, a part
of the Cohuttah Range. Night overtook him far away
from any human habitation, while he was surrounded
by the fierce denizens of the forest. It was too dark
for him to see anything, but h e was soon convinced
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that he was being pursued by a hungry panther. The
screaming of the beast came nearer and nearer. Fearing t o move in the dark lest he might be precipitated
do-tvn a precipice, he resolved to remain where he was.
IVhile lie waited he prayed. The brute came near,
and he could hear the movement of its tail as it sat
on the ground ready to spring upon its prey. Eut I-Ie
that shut the niouths of the lions in the lions’ den was
with his faithful servant, and no harm came to him.
When daylight came, the panther was standing soiiie
twenty feet away with his forefeet on a log, looking
quietly at the preacher.
The territory now occupied by the city of Chattanooga was included in this Cherokee hfission. I n 1835
the district was named Newtown District, and it was
so named up to 1839. D. E. Cumming was then presiding elder, and was reappointed in 1836 and 1837.
The preacher appointed to Chattanooga blission in
183j was Christopher Stump. I n 1836 Chattanooga
&fission became Chattanooga Circuit, with William
Hurd Rogers in charge. In 1837 the name of the
charge was changed to Lafayette Circuit, and it bore
this name till 1843. The preachers in 1837 mere Daniel Payne and C. D. Smith. In 1838 -2lexander N.
Harris was appointed to it; and in 1839 two, TYilliain
Hicks and D. White, were placed in charge of it. The
presiding elder for the four years, 1838-41, was Josiah
E. Daughtry. The preachers in 1840 were Russell
Reneau and T. Witten, and in 1841 T. W.Reneau and
Michael Southard. In 1842 Thomas Stringfield was
again appointed presiding elder, and JVilliam H. Hickey was preacher in charge. In 1842 the name of the
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circuit was changed from Lafayette to Chattanooga ;
a i d Thomas IC. Xunsey was the preacher in charge,
while Timothy Sullins was tlie presiding elder of tlie
district. I n 1844 the district lines were changed, and
Chattanooga Circuit became a part of the Athens District and remained in it a number of years.
In 1835-37 the government was conducting the reinoval of the Indians from Lower East Tennessee and
North Georgia to reservations west of the Mississippi.
Ross’s Lancling at that time was not even a village.
Kot more than three o r four families lived there. A
few years later it was enlarged to the proportions of a
little town, and among its inhabitants were ten Methodists: Mrs. Crisia Caldwin, Mrs. Sallie Bush, W. A.
Caldwell, Mrs. Cynthia Cowart, Alpheus L. Edwards,
Mrs. Rose Faidley, J- P. McMillan, W. G. Molleston,
and James Warner and wife. Descendants of most of
these now reside in Chattanooga.
For some years the only church house in Ross’s
Landing was owned by tlie Presbyterians, and all
Christian denominations worshiped in it. This building stood near the spot now (1910)known as Twinain
Home Place, on Walnut Street. About the year 1839
the Methodist people organized a society of ten meinbers, whose names are given above, and later erected
the first Methodist church building at Ross’s Landing.
The building was erected in a forest. The spot was
near what is now-the intersection of Lookout and East
Fifth Streets. The building ‘was IG x 18 or 20 feet,
made of logs, and was chinked and daubed. The seats
were slabs without backs, the floor was the bottom
of an abandoned flatboat taken from the river, and the

’
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roof was covered with clapboards. There was a t the
north end of the building a stick-and-mud chimney,
which rose a little above the height of the roof. In this
chimney a spice mortar was suspended, and the hour of
public service was announced by striking the mortar
with the pestle.
The inhabitants lived in log houses, carried on their
business in log houses, and merchants hauled .their
goods in wagons all the way from Ealtinioreg Md.
On December 20, 1839, Ross’s Landing was chartered as a niunicipality and named Chattanooga, after
Chattanooga Creek, a little, lazy, dirty stream that
flows into the Tennessee River near the base of Lookout hIountain.
The Methodists worshiped in their little log meetinghouse up to 1847. At this time the trustees were
Alpheus L. Edwards, James Warner, William G. Molleston, Elijah Thurnion, George D. Foster, and J. P.
hIcMillan. The coinmissioner of Chattanooga had
been given authority to transfer necessary ground to
such denominations of Christians as would erect suitable houses for public worship ; and the Methodists,
who then numbered less than fifty members, took advantage of this opportunity to secure a church lot. On
April 29, 1847, John P. Long, surviving commissioner of Chattanooga, made a deed to the trustees covering Lot No. IO, on Lookout Street, a lot fronting 110
feet on that street and running through to Georgia
Avenue. This lot cornered on Lookout and Fifth
Streets. Some $3,500 was raised, and a frame shingleroofed building, about 32 x 50 feet, was erected on the
lot. It was known as “Pepper Box Church” because
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of the shape of its cupola. This church stood about
where the Wiley Memorial Church now (1910)stands,
and was occupied by the bfethodists up to the Civil
'C'C'ar.
The author will here state that while lie was stationed in Cleveland during the year 1856-57 he was
invited by the venerable E. E;. Sevier to join hiin in a
two days' meeting in this church. It mas, perhaps, a
quarterly "meeting, as Sevier was at that time presiding elder of the Chattanooga District. J. P. and D. C.
McMillan were at that time the leading members of the
society. The population of the city n7as estimated at
three thousand, very likely an exaggeration. It was
much scattered, and augured little of the wealthy and
busy city that now occupies the basin between Lookout
Xountain and Missionary Ridge and adjacent slopes
and heights.
When the Federal troops reached Chattanooga in
September, 1863, after the battle of Chickamauga.
they took possession of this church and continued in
possession of it to the close of the war; and when they
vacated it, they left it more than half destroyed. The
Bell and furnishings were gone, the wiiidows and doors
were out, the floor was broken, and much of the
weatherboarding had been torn away. The next
church that was erected was Market Street Church, a
brick building, situated where the Loveman Euilcling
is now located.
Soon after the war the Methodists turned over to
the colored people the Lookotit Street lot ant1 the
building on it, and on February 11, 1869,tleecled all
of it to them for a consideration of $1,000. The deal

was a fortunate one for the colored Nethodists. It
furnished them a good site for a church of their G W ~ ,
and they sold the Georgia llvenue end of tlie lot for
$12,000.

T h e lot upon which Market Street Church was
built cost $1,000. Under tlie pastorate of C. T. Carroll (186s-69)the work of erecting the building began. The house, when completed, had cost $12,000.
I t was a plain, substantial building of considerable capacity, without the recesses and processes and gingerbread work of the more recent modern architecture.
On April 8, 1884,the Loveinan corner was sold to
D. R. Loveinan for $3j,ooo. On April 15 the trustees purchased froin Mrs. Mary A. Trigg the lot where
Centenary Church now stands, erected the building,
and moved into it in 18Sj. The membership then
numbered 393. Excluding tlie organ ant1 stained glass
windows, Centenary Church and lot cost $35,240.67,
every dollar of which came from the sale and accumulations of the Market Street property.
T h e sessions of the Conference of 1858 were held in
the Lookout Street church.
I n 1904the old parsonage on l'ine Street was torn
down, and the present parsonage was erected at a cost
of $6,500. On July 14, 1908, the lLIcCallie lot,
100x160 feet, was purchased at a cost of $25,000.
This is to be the site of the next house of worship,
which is expected to be a very costly and imposing
structure. 'Under the pastorates of David Sullins in
1857 and George C. Rankiii in 1881,Chattanooga was
visited by two remarkable revivals of religion. The
one in 1857 occurred in the "Pepper Eox Church," and
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Dr. Sullins was assisted by the other ministers of the
city. The revival of 1884 was conducted in 5Iarket
Street Church by the celebrated evangelist, Sam P.
Jones, assisted by the pastors of all the Churches in
the city.
I n 1871 Whiteside Street Church was organized under the niinistry of J. L. 31.French, Carroll Long
being presiding elder. In 1876, under the pastorate of
J. Wesley Smith, John Goring being the presiding elder, the present site of the churcli was purchased, and
the building which had been used was moved to it.
The present building was erected in 1892 under the
pastorate of J. A. Darr. In 1897 J. 0. Straley rescued the Church from its debts. Rossville Cliurcli
was erected about the year 1870. In 1885 T. C. Scliuler was appointed to the St. Elmo charge, and during his pastorate the churcli occupied at present was
built, with a membership of only fourteen members ;
but to date (1910)it has increased to three hundred
and eighteen. The parsonage was built on a part of
the church lot under the pastorate of J. C. Maness.
The first Metliodist church in Highland Park was
built in 1889. The present Highland Park Church is
a fine building. The I-Iill City Church was erected in
1888 at a cost of $3,000. The lot was donated by
Capt. S. J. A. Frazier. The Ridgedale Church was
completed in 1889. The members of tlie King Memorial Church worshiped many years in an old church
called Ebenezer, in Avondale. In 1889 they purchased
a lot in East Chattanooga, built a small house, and enlarged it afterwards. This house and lot were sold in
1907 and tlie proceeds invested in lots on the corner
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of Taylor and Farleigh Streets, where they have built
an excellent house of worship. This congregation
has a good parsonage also. Under the pastorate of
the redoubtable J. 0. Straley, Trinity Church, an excellent building, was erected in 1889 ; and since that a
house and lot has been purchased for a parsonage.
I n an old school building at the corner of Tenth Street
and the street car line, near the wagon works, W. C.
Eoswell organized a Church July I , 1908, with twenty-three members. Col. 111.J. Cass, a resident of East
Lake, proposes a generous donation toxvard the erection of a new church edifice in meiiiory of his departed wife. The church is to be named the Ida 51. Bass
Memorial Church.
The above account of the rise and progress of
hIethodism in Chattanooga and vicinity has been niain1y condensed from a book entitled "The History of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in Chattanooga," recently published by the Chattanooga Church
Extension and City Mission Society. The Holstoit
Annzral of 1909 shows that the Churches mentioned
above in Chattanooga and immediate suburbs nunibered in membership 3,625 ; and I have reason to believe that the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is
the most powerful factor in the Christian civilization
of the place.
Sketches of Creed Fulton and Thomas Stringfield
have been given. 31.P. Swaim returned to the Conference after this.
Alfred M. Goodykoontz was a tall, robust man of
German extraction. He was a man of dignified bearing and uniform piety. H e was a thoughtful, sub-

stantial preacher, but not showy. He traveled some
of our best circuits, and gave satisfaction. H e was
born in Montgomery ( n o x Floyd) County, Va., November 3, 1813; and clied in l17asliington County, Va.,
Soyember Ij, 18j7. In October of that pear he was
assigned to Xbingdon Circuit. His first appointment
was at Caker’s Chapel. To an expectant congregatioii
he atinounced his t e s t : “.‘ind it shall come to pass that
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Too sick to proceed with the sermon, he
was carried to the house of SIr. John H. Clark, where
he suffered with an attack of pneumonia about two
weeks. IYlien informed that he must die, he said:
“I am ready.”
N r . Goodykoontz was married to lIiss I l a r y A.
I<irkpatrick about the year 1847. She was a sister of
that scholarly man, Richard L. Kirkpatrick, who was
for many years a professor in the University of Tennessee. She was a woman of great moral worth and
usefulness in the Church and communities where her
life \vas spent.
Charles Mitchell mas born in Sinytli County, Va.,
February 28, 1814; and died while in charge of Hillsville Circuit June 16, 1858. X short time before his
death his wife remarked to him that she feared that
his work was well-nigh done. He replied: “I hope
not; I would rather preach to sinners than do anything else.“ H e expressed a desire to recover for the
sake of his wife and children, but said that death hat1
no terrors for him. On his deathbed he was often
filled with joy, and praised God.
The Confereiice met in its thirty-sixth session in
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Temperance Hall, Xbingdoii, I-a., October 26, I8jg,
Bishop Early President, J. S. S. IiuEaker Secretary, and Grinsfield Taylor Assistant Secretary.
The financial plan adopted at the last session u-as
amended by strikiiig out the clause requiring delinquent preachers to pay into the Conference fund five
per cent of their receipts.
So much of the will of the late George Xmbrister,
of Elount County, Tenn., as related to a bequest of his
to the Conference >vas ordered to be spread on the
journal. James Cumming and George \V. -1lesander were appointed trustees of this fund. The will
was as follows:
I will and devise and bequeath unto Rev. James Cumming
and his successor the sum of four thousand dollars, n-liich
sum of nioiiey he, as a member of the Holston Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Sotith, is to hold as trustcc
for the uses and benefits hereinafter specified; which is to say,
I design said sum of money to be held by said Cuinming, and
another to be named by said Conference, who shall also be a
member of said Conference, and at his death they shall in
like niaiiner appoint his successor and SO on forever, my
said trustee to hold said sum of money for the bcnefit of the
poor widows and orphans of the poor miiiisters who have
worn themselves out and died mitiisters of said Conference,
said sum to be forever held by my said trustee, and the interest and principal to be used by the said. Conference for the
purpose hereinbefore named at the discretion of said Conference. I also design that poor ministers belonging to said
Conference shall receive a benefit out of the said sum of
money in the hands of said trustees at the discretion of said
Conference, arid said fund shall be a i d remain in the hands
of said trustees for the purpose aforesaid and for no other
purpose forever, and the receipt of said James Cumming shall
. be a snfficieiit voucher for m y esecutor; but if he shall die
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before I do, then Rev.
..ilesaiider, the present circuit
preacher of Naryville Circuit, is to take said fund in like
maimer as said Cumming, and under the control and management of said Conference. This bequest I do not wish to fail
for want of a person to receive it.

l l u c h the larger part of this fund was eventually
lost. Rev. L. L. H. Carlock, a strict business man,
was the last trustee of this fund. His irnmediate predecessor was the Rev. Grinsfield Taylor. h portion of
the fund was loaned to a Lower East Tennesseean
without security. Eroken up by the war, he could not
return it. Taylor hiinself retained and used $4,000 of
it, but had not given security. Dr. Carlock was appointed trustee of the fund in 1893 in place of Taylor, who had removed to Florida. He a t once required security of Mr. Taylor, who promised either
to give it or to return the money, principal and interest. This he was honestly preparing to do, and no
doubt would have clone so if his life had been spared ;
but he died iii 1394, and out of the $1.000 the Conference realized only $338.33. Taylor was a t one time
regarded as svealthy, and he had no doubt of being
able to refund to the Conference the borrowed money.
Gut he had invested lariely in orange groves in Florida, and the night after his death a severe frost killed his
trees. In the winter of 1893 he went to Conference.
A friend met him at the depot and escorted him to
his home. TVhen they reached the gate, Taylor fell
dead with heart disease. At the time of his death h e
was supposed to be worth $zj,ooo, but by the next
morning his estate ~ o u l dhave paid on his debts not
over twelve and one-half cents on the dollar.
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Robertson Gannaway, deceased, having made a bequest to the missionary society of the Church, John
11. McTeer was appointed to receive it.
The parent Sunday School Society of the Church
having proposed to raise a Sunday school publishing
fund of one hundred thousand dollars, the Holston
Conference at the present session agreed to raise three
thousand dollars of that amount, to be paid in three
equal annual installments. A constitution for the organization of a Holston Conference Sunday School
Society, auxiliary to the parent Sunday School Society
of the Church, was adopted.
The Conference authorized the Coard of Trustees
of hlartha Washington College to purchase the house
and grounds then occupied by the Hon. Thomas L.
Preston (the price not to exceed $20,000),to appoint
an efficient agent to collect subscriptions and raise
funds, and to elect a faculty and put the school into
operation.
The Conference adopted a vote of thanks to David
R. 51c.hally, D.D., for the publication of “The Life
and Times of Samuel Patton,” and promised to use
vigorous exertions in the sale of the volume. It was
an excellent contribution to Nethodist history, and
very few people are able to realize how much the
Methodists of Holston are indebted to Dr. Mchnally
for rescuing from oblivion so much valuable history.
I have received much aid from this work, as also from
1IcAnally’s “Life and Times of William Patton,” in
the preparation of the volumes of “I-Iolston Methodism.”
The following resolutions were adopted :
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Rcsolvcd: I. That we respectfully request the Joint Board
of Trustees and visitors of Emory and Henry College at their
next annual meeting to take into coiisideratloii the propriety
of establishing a chair of Biblical Literature and Church History in connection with the college, whose instruction shall be
accessible to all students of the college who desire to include
them in their course of studies and shall be extended free of
charge to any young man of any Christian denomination who
is studying in view of the Christiaii ministry.
2. That in case such a chair be established we recoininend
that the trustees of thc college take immediate steps to sccure
a libcral endowmelit for the same, promising them our encouragement and coDperation.
,2’0 steps were ever taken by the Joint Board looking to the establishment of a biblical chair, and for the
following reasons : A chair of Biblical Literature and
Church History in the institution would have made it
in part a theological school. The charter of the college did not allow any one Church a majority of meinbers in the board of trustees; and the board, therefore, not being thoroughly Methodistic, there was in
it a calm but resolute resistance to the creation of a
theological department. And such a department could
not have been established without a change in tlie
charter of the college, mliicli said: T o religious denomination shall at any time establish in connection
with said college any theological school or professorship.”
Cut since the charter has been amended and the
college placed entirely under the control of the Methodist Churcli, why has not a theological chair been established in the college? Possibly for the following
reasons : h well-conducted theological department in
Vanclerbilt University has rendered such a chair in

Emory and Hem) unneceasar\-, aiid the nioney for
such a chair ha, not been in sight.
Admitted on trial. George W. K. Green, John D. Peters,
Samuel S. Grant, Sainuel 'It'. .%ustin, Jacob T. Frecman, IVil-

liam P. Doane, Xiltoii Xaupin, IValter H. Stevens, Stcpiien
S. Siveet, Thomas H. Russell, D a i d R. Reagan, Joseph A.
Wiggins, Hardy Bennett, J L I ~ I U ST. Curtis, 1Villia;n B. L) da,
Gustalus B. Wells, James 3Iahoiiey.
Readmitted : Christopher C. Stump, bIilco Foy, Goodsoii
LIcDaniel.
Located : Edward E. Giilemvatrrs, Joseph R. Burclilield,
Christopher C. Stump, George Creamer, Thomas J. Pope,
Robert H. Guthrie, John H. 3runner.
Discontinued : Augustus W. hston, Charles 17. LkDoiiald,
John H. Keith, Robert K. Strong, Xbel R. 'IVilsoii, Jobti B.
Foster.
Superannuated : Thomas K. Catlett, It-illis Ingle, Daniel 3.
Carter, Samuel B. Harwell, James Cumming, Conaro D. Smith,
Timothy Sullins, Wiley 3. IVmtoxi, John Alley.
Died : Robertson Gaimaway, Andrew Gass.
Numbers in society: White, 45,110;colored, 437j ; Iiidiaii,
zoo. Total, 50,185. Increase, 517.
Local preachers, 417 ; traveling preachers, I 17.
Collected f o r superannuates, etc., $820.37; for missions,
$3,W5.05.

Edward E. Gillenwaters was a man of coiisiderable
natural talent and fair culture. H e was regarded by
the populace as an orator. H e had something of a cret a
ative imagination and an exuberant fancy, b ~ as
speaker he was without passion. His rhetoric was verbose and at times grandiloquent. I remember that in
1856 he preached the popular sermon on Sunday at
Bunker Hill Camp Ground, in Hawkins County,
Tenn., and that day he lacked his usual liberty and
was unusually wordy. After service Brother George

Merrimaa, a layman, came to me and said: “If Brother Gillenivaters doesn’t quit talking about the essence
and quintessence, the devil will get him yet!” After his location he studied law, macle a good lawyer, and for a number of years was judge of the judicial circuit n-ithin which he lived, his home being
in Hawkins County. As far as I have learned, he
made an able and impartial judge. During the war
he took the Union side, and on the organization of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Tennessee he affiliated with that branch of Methodism. BLlthough he
remained a local preacher, my impression is that he
seldom preached while in that relation. Judge Gillenwaters was no ordinary man, and I believe that the
world was the better for his having lived in it,
George Creamer located in Greene County, Tenn.,
and followed farming. H e was a fine man, and was
useful as a local preacher.
John H. Keith returned. to the Conference after
this, and was for many years a popular and muchbeloved nian among us.
Xndrew Gass was a podgy old fellow when I first
knew him. His home was then near Dandridge, Tenn.
H e was a consecrated Christian and a inan of spotless
integrity. H e was not a great hornilist, ,but he was
wonderfully gifted in exhortation and prayer. H e was
often called on to pray in missionary rallies and other
special meetings at our Conference sessions. H e was
a son of Samuel and Rebecca G a s , and was born in
Jefferson County, Tenn., in Llay, 1792; and died in
1859. He was poweridly converted under the preaching of John Dever at Sulphur Spring Camp Ground,

in Jefferson County, Tenn., in 182j ; and in the same
!.ear was authorized to preach. H e joined the Conference in 1843; and did faithful circuit work till his
superannuation, in 1858. H e had a musical voice, and
often at the close of one of his solos he found the
congregation bathed in tears. H e died of apoplesy.
In the midst of the excruciating agonies of his last
moments he sang aloud and rapturously the praises of
God. To those who inquired of his prospects he replied : “I ani ready to go.”
Robertson Gannaway vias one of the most pious iiien
of any age or country. I never knew a more spiritual
man. H e really deserves more than a passing notice.
H e was born in Cumberland County, Va., July 7, 1780.
H e was brought up under Presbyterian influence, but
his mind early revolted against the doctrine of unconditional election and reprobation ; and believing that
the apostle Patti taught this doctrine, he became an
avowed infidel, :owart1 which mental state he had already been predisposed by the reading of Thomas
Paine’s “Age of Reason.” He also became a profane
swearer. After riiarriage he bought a farm near Chilhowee Sulphur Springs, in Washington (now Smyth)
County, T-a., and built upon it. H e kept a house of entertainment and sold intoxicating beverages. The first
camp meeting ever held at Sulpliur Springs Camp
Ground was held in .August, 1819. His wife attended that meeting, and was happily converted. When he
went to the ground to take her home, she met him rejoicing in the Lord ; and the great change wrought in
her and the evidence of peace and joy in her which lie
saw sent an arrow of conviction to his heart, and the
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wound was riot healed till healed by the blood of the
Lamb. .A dancing school was to begin at his home on
the following Nonday, but he informed the patrons
that his wife was not willing that the scl1ool should
be conducted in her house.
H e had often in his wickedest days promised God
that if he should ever become convinced of the truth
of the Bible he would become a Christian; and now not
logic but the Holy Ghost, through the plain manifestation of the rich experience of his wife and others converted at the same time, knocked all his infidel prop5
from under him, and as an honest man (which he was)
he felt bound to give himself to the Lord. He had
talked infidelity ; he had criticized and taunted his
friends who were Jletliodists until they avoided him.
Eut now, convinced that Jesus Christ was the Son of
God, he sought out these criticized friends and offered
ample apologies for his bad behavior toward them.
“Ye must be born again,” a text suggested to his mind
by the sudden change in his wife, rang in his ears from
day to day. H e determined to quit swearing and to
break of7 from all his wicked habits. H e also tletermined to quit selling ardent spirits. Eut now he was
in a quandary. H e had leased the springs and had
made iinprovernents on the property for the acconiinodation of visitors, and the customers upon whom he
was dependent were generally enemies of religion.
Tilere was a terrible straggle in his mind; but the
right triumphed, antl he lifted his hand and spoke audibly : “If I never make another dollar, antl if I lose every dollar I have already made, I am determined to
change my life.” When he announced his determina-

tion to his ansious wife, she rejoiced, and for the first
time his tears flowed freely. Cut the case was a beautiful illustration of the scripture, “Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life x-liich
now is,’’ for his custom at the springs was as good as
before, if not better.
H e determined to attend the camp meeting at Asbury Camp Ground, on Cripple Creek, IYythe County,
to be held a short time after the one at Cliilhowee, at
which his wife had been converted. H e confidently
expected to find the pearl‘of great price at this meeting, and he was not disappointed. Nine penitents went
to this meeting from his neighborhood, hence on the
first call penitents presented themselves at the altar.
hlr. Gannaway, in his book, “Sketches of Former
Days,” gives the following account of the circunistances of his conversion :
Upward of a hundred professed religion during that meeting. I was among the first mourners a t the altar, and every
time they were called, which was two or three times a day, I
was among them. I determined not to lose one opportunity till
I got religion, and yet I never found i t a t the altar. On Sarurday evening two brethren, one an old professor, the other
a young convert, asked me to go with them t o the woods.
W e went, and prostrated ourselves on the leaves, and I shall
never forget my prayer (for I said but a few words) nor
what occurred to me when I prayed. My prayer was: “Lord,
thou knowest that I came to this meeting for no other purpose
than to seek religion.” At that moment something flew up
or down in my throat, which I thought would choke me to
death. I struggled for breath and became very much alarmed.
The bkethren jumped up, came running to me, and began to
shout, thinking I was about to receive the blessing I recovered as soon as I could, and we returned to the camp

ground ; and, though I mourned that night, there was, at
times, a mixture of joy that I had never felt before. I had a
strange feeling all day on Sunday. At the three o’clock
preaching I became so perfectly calm that an exhorter who
went from our neighborhood noticed it, and As I came out of
the altar he met me and asked me how I felt. I said: “I cannot tell how. I am in a strange way. I have lost my convictions, and, though I have prayed earnestly for their return,
I cannot feel as I did.” H e laughed, and said: “I am surprised that a man of your sense would pray so long to get clear
of a load, and, after it is gone, pray for its return.” Said he:
“You have got religion.” I turned off from him, saying to
myself: “I wonder if that m a n would persuade me to act the
hypocrite.” I went to tlie door of the tent of a preacher wit11
whom I had formed some little acquaintance, and he asked
me how I felt. I told him about the same that I had told the
other man. He, not having noticed me through the day,
thought it probable that my convictions were partly worn off,
and, it being late in the evening, he asked me if I would go
with him to the moods. I told him that I would go with him
anywhere. We went about a quarter of a mile from the camp
ground, fell down on tlie Ieaves, and he prayed as feeling a
prayer as I ever heard; but it had no effect on me, not much
more than if I had been a stump or a stone. Just as h e got
through a young man of his acquaintance was brought near
us, and he left me and went t o him. He professed in a few
minutes, and the preacher returned to me. I had gotten up,
and was standing, holding by a dogwood limb. H e asked me
some questions. I told him I believed that the devil had been
trying all day to drive me into despair. %it,” said I, “I will
pray; and if I go to hell, I will go there praying.” H e then
asked me if I loved the people of God. I told him I thought
I did. H e then asked me if I loved Jesus. I told him that I
could not answer that question, but that I wanted to love him.
“Why,” said he, “you have got religion! Do not pray for
conviction, but pray for the evidence.” I thought certainly
this preacher knows, and he will not persuade me to act the
hypocrite, and I tried to believe.
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W e returned to the camp ground. I met my wife at the
tent door, caught hold of her, and said, ”I have reason t o believe that the Lord has converted my soul,” being careful,
however, to attribute the cause of my belief to what the
preacher had said. . A t that moment I felt the loye of God
flash through me like lightning. I saw it as plainly as I felt
it. It left me as quickly, but left me in a calm state of mind;
and, though I would not profess, I commenced exhorting
others. The members insisted on my believing, but I refused.
Late in the night, when all was perfectly silent in the encampment, nearly all the people in bed and asleep, all
the inmates of the tent where I was staying in bed and
most of them asleep, I was lying, thinking (I scarcely
know what), when I seemed to be asked by an audible
voice: “DO you love JesusI” I broke silence and roused
the slumbering crowd by loud acclamations of joy, proclaiming, “Now, if I had Brother Rlitchell here, I could
tell him whether I loved Jesus”-the first time, I think, that I
ever said “Brother” in that sense. I knew it was Jesus, for I
felt him all over me and through me. I could not hear the
name for some days without rejoicing, or feeling very much
like it. It was and always has been to me the sweetest name
by which Deity is known, especially ever since Jesus was
formed in my heart, the hope of glory.
That morning, the 4th of October, ISrg, was a little frosty;
but it was the most beautiful morning to me that I had ever
seen. The sun’s rays through the trees and on the encampment excelled anything I had ever seen for grandeur and sublimity. Everything seemed to smile, and I could outlaugh all
the people and thought I was the happiest of them all. That
day I joined the Church. The sacrament was administered,
and there the enemy took the first advantage of me by suggesting, just as the stewards began to prepare for administering
the Lord’s Supper, that I ought not to take it because I was
too young. I believed him for probably half an hour, during
which time I was very unhappy; but I finally resolved to take
it, right o r wrong. And I never was happier than I was
before I rose from my knees. Jesus was truly manifested to
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me as he is not to the world. That was the happiest dag t o
me that I ever experienced. I spent every intermission in
traveling t o and fro through the encampment, exhorting ever];
sinner I met, and the Lord wrung tears from the eyes of
some of the most hardened sinners.
Before the meeting broke, some one asked me what I would
do with my fiddle. Some advised me to keep it and play
hymns. Brother Samuel Rennerly, preacher in charge, who
\vas standing by, advised me to burn it. Said he: “LYhen
are playing a hymn, the deyil might strike you on the elbow
and make you play a jig.”

In a short time after hIr. Gannaway‘s conversion
he was made a class leader, and a little later an eshorter ; and he made appointments and held praxer
meetings in the country around. A girl who attended one of his meetings went home and reported that
A h . Gannaway prayed as hard as he used to swear.
At a quarterly meeting, John Tevis presiding elder
and U7illiam P. Kendrick preacher in charge, he was
recommended to the Abingdon District Conference to
be held at Brush Creek Camp Ground, on the Jonesboro Circuit, for license to preach. H e was there
licensed. This was in September, 1823. In the same
month he attended a camp meeting at Lebanon Camp
Ground, in Washington County, Va. He gives the
following account of his first attempt to preach :
I went to a camp meeting a t Lebanon, Washington County,
Va.; and, as unexpectedly as any of the whole catalogue of
circumstances, was the announcement of the preacher : “You
must preach a t ten o’clock.” It was on Saturday, September
27, 1823. I was the more surprised because I had just held
prayer meeting, and hoped that that was all they would call
on me t o do in the pulpit. Neither my wife nor any of my
relatives knew that I was to preach till they saw me ascend
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the pulpit. A lady cousin of ours saw me, and went to m y
wife and said : ‘”l7oucan’t guess who is going t o preach. Come
and see !” There was some trembliirg anxiety and prayer. I
steadied myself by holding to the bookboard, so that I partly
concealed my shock, and read my hJnin, repeated and sang it,
prayed, and then read my t e s t : “Search the Scriptures.” Right
before me, in a chair, sat Brother \Tatson, an old traveling
preacher, and a Brother Anderson, who had been a traveling
preacher, who then lived in Jonesboro, Tenn. T h e first words
of my introduction were: “This is the first t e s t I ever read
from which to address a congregation.” I reckon the people
began to think it a little strange that so many were put up at
SO popular a meeting to preach their first sermons. I made a
few more remarks about beginners, etc., and then said: “I
will draw the bow at a venture, and I pray God to direct the
arrow to the hearts of the congregation.” I saw some big
tears start in old Brother Watson’s eyes, and 0, how much
good that did me! The cross rolled o f f , and what I did say
I said boldly. My wife always said that .it was the best
sermon she ever heard me preach.

I will venture at this point in the narrative to give

an account of a strange psychoIogica1 experience of
Mr. Gannaway. I n 1825 he had an attack of bilious
fever ; and when he became convalescent, he acted imprudently, and his lungs became seriously involved, so
that he found it necessary to abstain from speaking
in public almost altogether for several months. His
physician thought he never woulcl be able to preach
again. H e went once to a meeting of the Rev. Isaac
Lem-is, who, after preaching, requested him to give
out a hymn and call upon some one to pray. H e arose,
looked over the congregation, and reasoned thus :
“Here is a large congregation, and it may be that I
will never have such a one again; and I will talk a
Iittle.” The more he talked the more he felt like talk-
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ing-, till he broke down and some one else concluded.
One afternoon he walked out, and while out took a
violent ague. His doctor candidly informed hiin that,
in his opinion, a large abcess had formed in his lungs ;
and that when it should break, death would immediately ensue. This information brought with it a
shock that struck him upon the head and passed
through his whole system ; but in a few moments it
left him in a calm state of mind, resigned and happy.
The next morning (Sabbath) was a beautiful morning, perfectly clear with the exception of some majestic white clouds in the sky. H e was lying in a situation from which he could see them floating in the
northern sky. This thought passed through his mind :
“This is the Sabbath day, and in all probability before
another Sabbath I shall be above those clouds.” A t
that moment he saw a personage whose apparel was
much brighter than the light, and from whom issued
a stream of light apparently two o r three feet in diameter, which tapered like a cone, the apex reaching
his breast. Some eight or ten other personalities of
similar appearance were formed in a line on each
hand, not as large, however, as the central figure, but
all dressed precisely alike. H e was at once filled with
all the joy that he could bear and live. H e burst into
loud acclamations, and his wife and the doctor ran in,
expecting to take their final leave of him. H e gazed
at the vision for some time after the family came in,
and attempted to describe i t ; but he found it impossible to do so satisfactorily. Like Paul, he hac1 seen
things which it was impossible to utter. In speaking
of this vision, he says: “I have often said that if I

never found a better heaven than I enjoyed then, and
it could be purchased in no other way than by lying in
jail and rattling m y chains like Paul and Silas, I
would cheerfully pay the price." Was this a hallucination, or were these brilliant figures around the sick
man really ministering angels ? Two years from that
time he joined the Conference, and he did effective
work for many years.
After Slr. Gannaway had determined to become a
traveling preacher lie was troubled in mind by the fact
that he was in debt. To pay his debts he sold the
time of some of his young negroes up to a certain
date at which lie intended to free them, and freed others at once, thus disentangling hiniself from the affairs
of this life. Later he freed all his negroes and conveyed them to the Korthwest.
hlr. Gannaway joined the Holston Conference in
1827, and was sent to S e w River Circuit as junior
under Goodson hIcDaniel. He did efficient work in
many circuits till 1846, when he was superannuated;
and he remained in this relation to the time of his
death, which occurred January 12, 1859. In addition
to his pastoral labors, he was for a short time steward
of Emory and Henry College at the opening of that
institution. In his "Sketches of Former Days" he
gives us something of the working of the manual labor
system of the college. as follows :
Well, I went to my circuit (Rogersville), and traveled
until January, when I, being appointed stcward. to Emory and
Henry College, left the circuit and went to that appointment.
I came on to the college and spent some two or three months
in improving the stables and garden before the school was
opened, which, I think, commenced sometime in April, 1838.
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I iveiit back to the circuit for things I had left. While I was
gone some incendiary set fire to a large log barn, nearly full
of sheaf oats, hay, and straw, and burned it down, and also a
large stable which Brother LYinniford had built for his O W I ~
use which was full of hay a i d a quantity of sheaf oats.
li’inniford was the man that did the woodwork of all the
I~uildings. It \vas barely possible to save the horses, some
eight o r ten, in the different stables. Winniford was away
iron1 home; no men there except his hands, and they became
so alarmed that it was thought by all that had it not been for
the presence of mind of my wife the steward’s house, crib,
and the house that SX’inniford lived in would have been
burned up. She contrived, and Winniford‘s boys executed
manfully. Some students came in before the school was
opened, and I set them to work for their board, as the college
was designed to be a manual labor institution; and w e so
operated it while I was there, but it was soon proved very
clearly that the plan could not be successfully carried oat.
The tools were laid aside, and the labor dispensed with. I
never saw boys lay hold more cheerfully than they did after
we had operated awhile, with but very few exceptions. I
divided them into companies of eight or ten, appointed one
prefect, and changed them every week. I put some to chopping, some to splitting rails, some to making fences, some to
grubbing, and some to removing the dirt that was thrown out
of the different cellars. I also had a carpenter company. We
built several little houses, besides the barn. In a word, we did
a great deal of work during the six o r seven months in which
I was employed. We cleared fifty o r sixty acres of land ; and
a t one time we had a very good prospect for corn and potatoes, but we had a distressing drought which very nearly
burned up our corn. All these things taken together made a
great deal of labor for the steward every day. At half after
one o’clock I would blow the trumpet, collect the students,
and fix them at their different stations. Every Monday moriiing each prefect would give in the labor of his company of
the preceding week, which I would have to enter on record.
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This, with other labors of tile dq., a1iv:iy.; made 3Ionday a
day with me.

PjI
~JLIS~

X r . Gannamay also gives an account of the first revival that ever occurred at Emory a n d Henry College.
and I cheerfully yield space to this account.

I am yet at the college, and, as I promised in my last,
I repeat that I think this number \vi11 be niucii more interesting

to your readers than.the last. It may not be amiss to mention
here something of my mind about the college when we first
set the scheme on foot. TVhen Brother C. Fultoii, who seldom fails to make his mark wherever h e strikes, first presented his subscription paper to me, I h a d but little, if any,
notion of giving anything. I was in debt and hard-run and
was not much in favor of colleges at best, knowing but little
about them. But in his arguments he touched a cord which
roused m y milid into action. Said he: “ T h e school will be
conducted by religious men entirely, and we may raise up
many preachers and send them into the field.’’ And, though
I do not believe in edircatioii wligion or cdircn?ioi2 prcaclzei.s,
yet I think it is a good thing for preachers to have a good
English education, and, indeed, for some of them t o have a
thorough education. I have felt the need of a n education,
and should feel it I ~ G Wmuch more sensitively if I had long
to live in the world. Before he left me, I made my mark for
one Iiundred dollars, which I paid in twenty five-dollar annual
installments. Kow, here let me tell you t h a t nothiiig but the
work that was presented to m e among t h e students, of talki n g and preaching to them, would have taken me from the
itinerant field. When the students began to come in, I began
to hring the all-absorbing subject of the salvation of their
souls before them and used ever>- reasonable a i d lawfnl
stratagem to gain or get into their good graces; and I thinlc
I succeeded to some extent. The result was glorious-yes,
superlatively glorious !
I will, ns‘near as I can recollect, give s o m e of the circumstances of the beginning of the r e v i d . It \vas apparent that
some of the students had become convicted and were serious.
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Two of them went to Sulphur Springs Camp hleettng and
wcre hnppiiy converted. One of thcm left the world in triumph fifteen o r sixteeii years ago. The other is yet alive and,
I think, ought to preach the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but I fear he loves the present world too well. They
returned from the camp meetiiig happl-. I have no particular recollection of what occurred till the following Sabbath. In the evening Brother C. Collins requested me to go
up and pray with the students. They then had prayers 011
the second story of the steward‘s hall (or boarding house),
which was also their schoolroom. I complied. I prayed with
them and gave tliem a short exhortation. 11-hen we dismissed
and were leaving the room, I still felt like eshorting them.
I took them personally or individually. I will give some
names. I think the first one I spoke to was \Wliam Cecil.
I sa^ that he felt it. I then turned to John Hurt, who had
been a member of the Church for several years without religion. I thoughr that he had become quite careless. I told him
the danger of losing o r stifling our convictions. The Spirit
carried my words to his heart. I then turned about, and
there stood \%’illlam Sanders, a relative of mine, looking on.
I said to him: “I feel very sorry to think that Satan must
get some of my kinsfolk. I can’t give it up.” The Spirit
was there and directed the arrow to his heart. I exhorted
others and went out. The sun being now about. to hide behind
to
the western horizon, they retired to secret prayer-some
the woods, some to the corn field. I think that it was in the
month of August when the two young nien that had got religion ( I will name them too, John G. Cecil and William S.
Winniford) went to the unrinished chapel. They got happy,
and that attracted the attention of those who had gone to the
woods and field, and many others flocked to the chapel to see
what was going on there. A number of the students collected
together in the chapel and got into a high way. Some were
pleading for mercy with a loud voice, and some shouted aloud
for joy “so that the people could not discern the noise of the
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the peopie:
for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise w2-s

heard afar off.” (Ezra iii. 13.) JVe had our door shut, attending to faniily prayers. As boon as I was through, one
of the students thrust the door open and seemed to be in a
fright. H e said: “0, LIr. Gannaway, go up to the college.
The students are all gett:ng religion.” As soon as he opened
the door I heard the noise I spoke of above. The chapcl
was about one hundred and fifty yards from the boarding
house. I went to Brother Collins’s room, which was over
us, and asked if he would go up. H e seemed not disposed to
go. Brother G. Wiiiiiiford and his wife and my wife and I
welit up. Brother Collins came up soon after. In an hour
or two five of the students and a colored man w e had hired
got religion. I think Cecil, Sanders, and Hurt were three
of those that found the “pearl of great price.” Sanders long
since went to the spirit world in great peace and triuniph.
H u r t also left this world some years since, showiiig to his
friends the power of that religion which he professed. Cecil
is yet alive. H e preferred the law to the gospel. H e has
backslidden, but I think he is yet moral. He is a clever man,
but I fear that he will be lost after all if he doesn’t wake up
soon.
T h e work now began to be general, and the wicked began
to persecate. They said that it would destroy the school, and
charged some of the students with shouting to please old
Gannaway. The students would retire to secret prayer in the
evening and return from every direction shouting and praising God. T h e camp meeting was coming on, and nearly all
the school were anxious to go. I think the meeting was toward the last of September. They were willing to find their
lodging if they could get a house and victuals. T h e old meetinghouse roof at the camp ground had fallen in. I got up a
subscription, and in a short time I got the means and had
the roof raised and covered. I gave the building to the
students. W e macle their coffee and cooked their victuals,
and they went and came when they pleased and waited on
themselves. I never saw anything work more harmoniously
and ger along more smoothly. They were highly gratified,
and I think that twelve o r fifteen professed to find the “pearl

of great price” during the meeting. And 0 what a glorious
tiine they had the night after they returned to the college!
Some two o r three professed conversion that night, and loud
hallelujahs were souiided out in niany of their dormitories
that night. Brother Harris, a presiding elder from the North
Carolina Conference, was with us that night a t the college.
H e seemed to enjoy very much what he saw. H e had collie
to enter his sons, and the work appeared to him to be a pleasing opening of the school. Just before the revival Clark
XcPhetridge, who had professed religion when a small boy,
took sick and died. H e had become cold, as is common with
yonng people. H e lay eight or nine days, and but little, if
anything. had been said to him about his future. For three
or four days it had been announced that the disease was
broken, and that he would be up in a short time. I was
entering on my books the labor of the students of the week.
It was LIondey morning. h thought struck me that all
was not right. I dropped my pen and ran down to his
room. I asked hini how he was. H e said: ”Tolerable.”
Said I : “How does it look beyond the grave?” Said he: “I
have not thought about it much.” I felt his pulse and said:
“You had better think of it, and think closely, for I should
not be at all surprised if you leave 11s in a few days.” I
pressed it on hiin, prayed with him, and left. This was directly after breakfast. Soon after dinner a black girl came
running into my room, and said: “You must go to Clark
directly. H e is dying and wants to see you.” I hastened
down, and as I entered he said: “0, hIr. Gannaway, I am
dying and now know that
can make a dying bed
Feel so2 as downy pillows are.’ ”

‘Jesus

Said he: “Send for the students; I want t o see them all.”
I informed Brother Collins, and he told the students to go in,
not more than ten or twelve at a time. They nearly all went
in, and he exhorted them as they came in. That night the
doctor came. H e told the doctor that he was going l o die,
but he said: “Doctor, I am ready.” H e exhorted the doctor,
as I was informed. The next morning, about nine o’clock,

COOIUPEIIESCBS 01; 1Sj8 -\SD

ISjCJ.

2jj

the sick man left the a o r l d i n great ptace. 1f 1 1 ~ not
~ ~ 1
gone to see him, he might ha\ e died TvithLat i t a \ ~ n g
etidence of his safe exit. 0 what a privilege to tall< to a ClliIig
saint !
I forgot to say that we had about seventy students in all.
About twenty-five professed co11version in the revival. Tlielc,
joining the Church, made forty members in all.

Gannaway was a man of limited education, but of
sterling common sense. He could not be pronounced
an able preacher, but his sermons were quite iiseful aI1d
always commanded the respectful attention of even thc
most critical hearers. His extraordinary piety arid
spirituality are his titles to historic recognition. He
believed. in the Wesleq an doctrine of entire sanctification-sought,
obtained, professed, enjoyed, and practiced it. A holier man I never knew. JViile lie
preached the doctrine of Christian perfection as taught
by John TVesley and held by the Lfethodists of his day,
he was no crank. Instead of being censorious, as some
sanctificationists of the present day are, he was always
almost foolishly charitable. H e was so honest that
he was disposed to believe that everybody else was honest; he was so full of the Holy Spirit that he mas disposed to believe in tlie sincerity of every man who professed t o love tlie Lord.
His kvife, “Sallie,” was his equal in every respect.
She literally deserves the title of saint. Instrumental
in bringing her Iiusbancl to Christ, she was his helpmeet: in everything in the best sense of the word.
Mihen I was a student in Emory and Henry College, I
attentled a two days’ meeting at llahanaim, near Saltville. President Collins preached a learned sermon at
ten o’clock Sunday, and a short intermission was giV-

en before the eleven-o‘clock service. As the peop
Lvere xvithdrawing from the house for a few minutt
of recreation, Nrs. Galinaway arose and asked for
few moments’ attention, which was cheerfully rei
dered. She said that she had been sick, near the poi1
of death, and that she had a message to the peop
fro111 the borderland. She then exhorted sinners t
turn to God and Christians to be faithful. I doubt :
there was a dry eye in tlie house when she conclude(
and a11 went out profoundly impressed with the trut
of religion and the importance of serving God.
The notice of hfr. Gannaway’s death in the Generz
hfinutes states that bf rs. Gannaway died in Decembei
1S55 ; but hfr. Gannaway himself in his “Sketches
says that she died blarcli 4, 1553.
As I ani writing to clo spiritual good, aiid as I be
lieve that I cannot better serve the cause of Christ ii
what I write than by detailing the experiences of th
saints, I shall copy from Father Gannaway’s “Sketch
es” an account of the sickness and death of hfrs. Gan
naway. H e gives an account of the sickness an(
death of his wife’s sister, Nrs. Rogers, and adds :
The night after she was buried, my wife, who was then a
Sister Atkins’s, tool: a spasm, something like croup o r asthma
aiid for several hours we thought she would die. She go
better, and 111 a few daj s partially recovered; but the cast
terminated in disease of the heart, which, in four years, la&
iiig one month, elided her earthly career. For I I I Z I I ~ jearc
before she took that spasiii she was as dead to tlie world a!
any person I ever knew; from that time to the day of he]
death she appeared to be perfectly resigned, and I think shc
had 110 other desire to live but for nip sake and to do good
Sometime in the course of the next winter she took anothcI
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very bad spell while traveling from the neighborhood of Lead
Xine;, where we had been on a visit among our friends.
R‘e were on ou‘r way to her brother’s, John Ganiiaway‘s, 011
Cripple Creek, who lived where she was reared and Lvliere
her father and niother and Sister Rogers and several other
friends were buried. She rode ten or twelve miles in that
condition, struggling for breath, and it was very cold. I
was afraid she would fall off her horse; but I could not prevail with her to stop, though we passed the house of friends.
She said she wished t o get to the old place, to die and be
buried there. Under the protecting hand of a good Providence
we got to her brother’s safely. His daughters happened to
haire water ’warin when we got there, atid we soon had her
feet in it. ’IVe rubbed her breast with spirits of turpentine
and gave her a little camphor, and in a short time she was
about as cheerful as usual. In the fall iollotving she had
another spell, though not so severe as the others. Whell
she recovered from these spells, she was generally as well as
usual. T h e May following she had a spell in which she
would g e t better, and then the s p a s m would return. We had
very little hope of her recovering then; but she did recover,
and we hoped that she was restored to health. She had but
one slight speli till she took the one that terminated her esistence two years later, which was March 4, 1Sj3. When we
went to bed, about nine o’clock, she appeared to be about as
usual; but we were looking for a shock, as she had been
threatened the second night before. She slept and rested as
well as ever I had seen her til1 about a quarter before
twelve o’clock, when she awoke and aslccd me what time of
night it was. I told her that I did not ~ ~ I I OasWI, had not heard
the clock since we lay down. She said she had not either.
I asked her how she felt. She said, “Well;” but added, “I
think I feel a tightness in my breast, more than common.” I n
less than five minutes after she was choked so that she could
scarcely speak. In ten minutes more rhe spasm appeared to
break, and I thought she would have a light spell. Little did
I think she was to leave me in fifteen o r twenty minutes. She
was on her knees in bed. I said : “Don’t be alarmed ; I think
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the spasm is broken.” She raised her head and looked me in
the face and said: “I am not the least scared, old man. Don’t
you be scared.” She then began to say: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit this night, if it be thy blessed will.” This she
repeated probably s i s or seven times, and always added : “Not
my will, but thine, be done.” She then began to exclaim, “ 0
bless the Lord!” which she also repeated several times. I
was standing by the bed, holding the cover on her, for it was
w r y cold. She said, “Now, lay me at ease,” and I stretched
her feet down. I felt of her feet, which were very cold. I
got out of bed and had jubt time to announce to Eliza Scates
that her feet had got perfectly warm when I heard an unusual rattling in her throat. I called her, and she did no1
answer. I caught her up like a child, and turned her face to
the front of the bed; but die spirit had fled. No one can
imagine the shock it gave me, for 1,thought to that inoinent
that she was better. “0,” thought I, “could I have only suspected she was going then, what would I have given that I
riiiglit have asked her some questions about her future prospects!” I was almost tempted to doubt her safe exit. It
was but a little, if any, more than half an hour from the time
she took that spell till she was’gone. She had often said when
in health that she hoped she would not trouble her friends to
sit up with her when she died, though she was always resigned
in every spell. She often said she was not as happy as she
wished to be. I never saw her in ecstasy in any spell till
the spell she took two years before her death, which lasted
several days. I was standing not far from her bed. She
seemed to be in a study, when she exclaimed: “0, I can’t
sing!” Said I to her: “What do YOU want to sing?” She
said: “I want to sing ‘ M y Home Is over Jordan.’ I have been
trying for some time.’’ She then broke out in loud acclamations of joy. At another time Letitia Scates came into her
room and asked about her prospects. She broke out again.
Lettie joined her, and they made the house ring.
Brother Hicks, I thank God that I am not under the necessity of coming down to the bed of affliction to find circumstances sufficient on which to predicate m y hope of her safe

retreat froin this world of disappointment to the world of bliss,
for froin the time she took the first bad spcll to her death she
would talk of it as cheerfully as she would talk of visiting a
friend; and, though she believed she would be taken away
suddenly in one of those spells, she mas geiierally iiiore cheerful and pleasant in her manners after she took the first spell
than before. And 0 how cheerful and pleasant she was in her
manners before we went to bed the nightashe died! I scarcely
can restrain my tears when I think of her cheerful and pleasant look that night when she said to me after prayers: “Old
man, do you think I ate too much supper to-night?” I said;
“No.” “Well,” said she, “I ain swelled in my stomach now.”
She had supped 011 light diet. I almost imagine I can see
her sitting at the foot of our bed (for there was the window
she generally sat by, near the fire). She looked up at me,
just before we lay down, and said: “Old man, do you ever
think about how angels look?’ I have forgotten what I said.
I kiiow I was afraid of exciting her. This could not have been
four hours before she was an angel.

I have chosen to copy the above in the simple, unpretentious language of Father Gannaway. Although
he was a inan of sterling coininoii sense, he was not a
scholar, atid his style was not bookish.
Readers of Methodist history cannot but be strticlc
with the exaggerated importance which the old Nethotlists attached to the last words and experiences of dying people, as if the eternal destiny of souls liingecl on
the transient phenomena of the dying moment. The entertaiiiiiieiit of a moment’s doubt of the safe exit of Sallie Gaiiiiaway was the height of absurdity. IHer last
jotiriiey and her latest words and experiences forcibly
remind me of the words and actions of Elijali just before he ascendecl to God in the chariot of fire.
Recurring to Father Ganiiaway’s style, I call to
niincl that cliiring the Civil War a Confederate cliap-
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lain, wlio was a minister of the Presbyterian Church,
stopped with me in Marion, Va., and stayed all night.
There happened to be in his bedroom a copy of Gannaway‘s “Sketches of Foriner Days.” I n the morning
he remarked that he had read the little volume with
absorbing interest,
that Gannaway’s style reminded him of Eunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress.” This w a s
quite a tribute to this unpretentious old Methodist
preacher but really only another illustration of the
adage that “A touch of nature inaltes us all akin.”
The author was elected Professor of Mathematics
and Ancient Languages in Holston Conference Female College, in Aslieville, N. C.; and entered upon
his duties in the autumn of 18j8. Anson W. Cuminings, D.D., was President, and hlr. R. B. Vance w a s
Treasurer. Vance was a nieinber of the Eoard of
Trustees, but was not a teacher in the institution. In
the month of September, 1860, I was aided by Nr.
Vance in a series of prayer meetings in the college for
the benefit of the young ladies. The meetings began
at eight o’clock every night, and lasted one hour. On
Sunday night of the 16th we had a shower of blessings. Up to that time there had been only three conversions, but that night we had a Pentecost. There
was excitement-great e2citement. There was noise.
Eut there were more conversions to the size of t h e
company and to the amount of noise than I ever witnessed on any occasion. During the space of about
two hours seventeen souls professed to obtain pardoning love. Dr. Cummings, who had not attended these
meetings, hearing the noise, entered the room where
the meetings were being held, and dismissed the con-
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gregation. As the girls ascended the stairs to their
rooms, they ]vent praising God aloud, but not in a
boisterous manner. The Doctor, as he said, ]vas afraid
that the news of the excitement would create adverse
criticism in the town. The fact is, the man was not in
a spiritual condition to be in sympathy with a genuine work of God. I t was a revelation of an unfortunate phase of his character. If the meetings had been
continued for several days, the revival would have
swept the college and possibly involved the whole
town. A s it \vas, it was concluded on the night of
the 18th. In this meeting hlr. Vance was a flame of
fire.
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THEConferellce lnet in its thirty-seventh session in
the chapel of the Holston Conference Fenx~leCollege,
in ;isheville, S.C., October 17, 1860,Bishop Paine
I’resident, a i d David Sullins and Grinsfield Taylor
Secretaries.
The college chapel had just been completed, and it
constituted a spacious a i d convenient Conference room.
;\n interesting feature of the session was the presence of Dr. H. S.AIcTyeire, editor of the Kashville
Chrisfjnii rldctocate, who in a speech before the Conference represented the interests of the PubliFhing
House. In the social circle he drew everybody to him.
He n-as communicative, but neither egotistic nor garrulous. He preached one of the sermons of the session,
and it made a fine impression.
-An important appeal case came up at this session.
VS’illiamFoulds, a local preacher, had been expelled
from the Church by the Quarterly Conference of the
IYaynesville Circuit. The appeal was tried and the
action of the lower court reversed. N r . Foulds was an
Englishman who had recently come to this country as
a lay preacher. H e was somewhat deficient in coininon
sense, hut he was able and even brilliant in the pulpit. His sermons n-ould have created a sensation in
the great centCrs of the country. Rut he did not understand our people, and they did not understand him,
and hi5 life was one of doubtful usefulness in our
midst.
( 262 )
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The report of the Committee on Education stated
that the Athens Female College, though in its infancy,
had reached a state of prosperity which its most sanguine friends had hardly expected in so short a period.
The bishop was requested to reappoint Erastus Rowley, D.D., to the presidency of the college. The report
represented Nartha TI-ashington College as in a very
hopeful condition, and stated that. though in its first
year, over a hundred pupils had been in attendance,
and that the trustees had secured an excellent faculty.
The report represented Emory and Henry College as
in a high state of prosperity. Richland Institute, in
Haywood County, IT.C., was reported as doing good
work; and the request of the trustees for the reappointment of William Hicks and James R. Long to the
school was indorsed by a vote of the Conference. The
report represented that Strawberry Plains College had
been sold for debt on a decree of the court, had been
bought by a joint-stock company, and would still be
conducted in the interest of the Conference. Holston
Conference Female College was reported as in a high
state of prosperity, with ample grounds and buildings,
an excellent faculty, and one hundred and fifty pupils.
Kind mention was made of Eascom College, in Buncombe Count\-, B.C., and Hiwassee College, in >Ionroe County, Tenn., which were not under the immediate control of the Conference. The bishop was requested by vote of the Conference to appoint Wile];
F. Parker to the former and John H. Erunner to the
latter.
The report of the Soarcl of stewards showed that
one hundred and ten ministers had been engaged in
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actlye seryice in the bouiids of the Conference dtrring

the J ear jslsty-sis married and forty-four single), and
tkat the ayerage salary paid them was $Zj1.77on an
average clailll of $348.30. Strong resolutions 11 ere
adoptetl urging the stexirds and people of the vari0115 societies to do better in the iiiatter of ministerial
support.
The Sunday school report showed that there were in
the Conference 370 Sunday schools, 2,313 officers and
teachers, and 1404.6pupils.
8

Admitted on trial: Charles E;. Mller, Andrew J. Frazier,
Fraiicls ri. Farley, John N Summers, Eiioch \V. Rloorc,
Flenii~lgD. Crumley, Philip L. Chambers, Hamilton B. Swisher, .\. R. iYilsoii, Robert G. Blackburn, William 11. Eblen,
James R. Eallew, Jonathan L. hIann, William H. Talley.
Readmitted: John H. Brunner, Thomas J. Pope, Joshua E.
Little.
Located : lliles Foy, ?doses Seaton, R. I(.Scruggs, Andrew
C. Copeland, John JV. SV~lliamson.
Discoiitiiiued : John D. Peters, S. W. Austin.
Svperannuated : James Cuinming, Daniel B. Carter, Timothy
Sullins, IVile) E.TI-inton, Raffael iY.Patty, Conaro D. Smith,
SS-illis Ingle, John Alley.
XLimbers in societl IVliite, 47,221 ; colored, 4,826; Indian,
I j o . Total, 52,227. Increase, z,oqa.
Local preachers, ej; traveling preachers, 134.
Collected for superannuates, etc., $I,oSS; missionary collection, $4qj73 19

John 177. SJilliamson locatecl in Rhea County, Tenn.
H e has followed farming, is still living ( ~ g o g ) ,and is
an excellent man.
-4 notice has already been given of Miles Foy.
The Conference met in its thirty-eighth session in
the Episcopal Church in Greeiieville, Tenn., October 9,
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ISGI; Cishop --Intire\.i President, John H. Cruniier
and \\Xiam H. Cates Secretaries. The Episcopaliaiis
of Tennessee have always been Iiiglichurch, and the
reader inaj be surprised to iearn that the Confereiice
had the use of tlie Episcopal house of worship for its
sessions and for public tvorqhip. This fact is evidently
attributable to one of tI.io causes or both-the unusual
breadth of the .rector or the uniting influence of the
war pressure; for the \\-ar between the States had
begun, and the invasion of tlie South by troops of
the Yorthern States lyas ha\iiig the effect of weakening the force of locai and sectarian differences. The
pressure without was producing union within.
Among the fifty-eight names that answered to roll
call the first two days I fitid sixteen names which,
through the influence of the estrangeinelits of the cis7il strife that had begun, eventually became identified
with the Sortlieni branch of Jlethoclism.
The Rev. N r . lIobrep, rector of the Episcopal
Church of Greeneville, atid Dr. -Abbey-,Financial Secretary of the Nethodist Publishing House, were introduced to the Conference. Richard Abbey, D.D.,
v a s a member of the Mississippi Conference. H e was
a inan of considerable learning and talent. H e was
the author of several books. One of his books, “ECCC
Ecclesia,” was widely read and commented on. It was
the third of the Ecce Series, which at one time created
a sensation in the literary world. The first of the series was “Ecce Homo,” which exploited the humanity
of Jesus : the second was “Ecce Deus,” which exploited the deity of Jesus ; and the third, by Dr. Abbey, was
a discus4on of Church polity. Some critics pronounced
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the third the best of the series. Once, in a conversation
with myself, Bishop \\'ightman. speaking of this series,
which he had read n 3 h great interest, said: "IYhen I
read 'Ecce Ecclesia,' I was greatly delighted with i t ;
and you can hardly imagine my surprise when I learned
that the author was old Dick -1bbey."
The folloxying were elected delegates to the General conference, iv-hich was to have met in 1862, ant1
n-hich, owing to the state of the country, did not meetnamely: E. E. IYiley, E. F. Sevier, J. s. Kemedy,
James Xtkins, R. 11. Stevens, J. 31. NcTeer, William
Robeson. Reserves: G. TIT. Xlesander, A. W. Cumrnings.
X motion was offered to memorialize the General
Conference to extend the pastoral term, but it was lost
-ayes, 30 ; noes, 40.
The following resolution, signed by John M. &ICTeer, J. s. Kennedy, and John Boring, was adopted,
to wit :
Resohcd, That this Conference, in yiew of the number of
soldiers now in the Confederate army in defense of our common interests, respectfully ask the prayers of the Church in
their behalf; and that we extend to the families of our deceased soldiers our prayers and heartfelt sympathies.

TT'ilIiam A. Harris mas admitted on trial at this session and appointed to the presidency of RIartha Washington College.
The following preachers were appointed to chaplaincies in the Confederate army: William C. Bowman, Chaplain of the Third Regiment of Floyd's Erigade; David Sullins, Chaplain of the Third Regiment of East Tennessee J'olunteers. The following
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were simply reported as "gone to the ar:11y :" job@
A.IYiggins, IJ-alter 13. Stevens, S. S.(Jraat.

hdmitted on trial : Samuel R. TI-heeler, Beti
Kuckoils, L e n E;. Haynes, J. L.AI. Freiich, Jr.,
Harris, Joseph Nilburn, Joseph p. Ililburri, Thomas R. [vest,
Thomas P. Rutherford, John Forrester, Samliel iY. Hxden,
Edward J. Davivn, John Rudd, Thomas A. Cas;, Thomas S.
SYalker, Jacob R. Papne, Jacob Smith, IC. P.Cooper.
Readmitted : Saniuel A. Miller, Noses H. Spencer.
Located: George W.I(. Green, Gusta~-usIY. ii-elis. j. R
Stradley, George \V. Renfro, SVilliain H. Cooper, Thomas J.
Pope, Hezekiah West, J. P.Gibson, G. IIcDaniel, -4tidreJi. C.
Hmiter, L. C. Waters, Crockett Godbey.
Discontinned : Philip L. Chambers, A. R. JYilson.
Superannuated: E. F. Sevier, J. JV. Belt, S. B. Harlyell,
A. F. English, John Spears, Thomas K. SIunsey, R. lv.
Patty, James Cumming, D. B. Carter, T. Sullins, 1Tyl.q R.
Winton, Conaro D. Smith, John Alley, J. 9.S. Huffaker, David
Fleming, R. &I. Stevens.
Died : William K. Foster.
Kumbers in society : 'CYhite, 48,480; colored, 4,104;Indian,
372. Total, 52,956. Increase, 729.
Local preachers, 373 ; traveling preachers, 152.
Collected for superannuates, etc., $20,702.10; for missions,
Sunday schools, and tract societies, $1,230.

The above figures, taken from the General Minutes,
show a decrease in the number of local preachers of
fifty-two. These figures are evidently fictitious, growing, no doubt, out of imperfect reports. Such a sudden falling off did not occur. T h e figures of the collection for superannuates, etc., above represent all that
had been collected both on the superannuate fund and
for salaries. The whole claim was $37.029. Thus of
the allowed claims, which were not extravagant, not
quite fifty-six per cent was paid.
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rrhomas J. Pope u a s a large inan of fine intellect,
but lacking in ambition and energy. H e had fine literary taste, and ivas a somewhat extensive reader of
history and light literature. H e was not fond of severe studies. He was addicted to despondency, and
underrated himself. Appointed one year to Jonesboro
Station, he went to the town, stayed a day or tivo, and
then unceremoniousl!- left, feeling that he was not
equal to the situation and that lie would not be acceptable to the people. At the next Conference some objection li-as made to the passage of his character on the
ground of his having left his work without permission ;
but his friends argued that he should not be punished
for so rare a fault as excessive modesty, and his character passed. Pope spent his last years in Texas, and
in a fit of melancholy elided his own life.
Hezekiah TVest was born in Haywood County, E.C.
He was a man of moderate talent and consistent life.
Lemuel C. JTaters was a short, heavy-set man, of
good nature and good parts. A modest man, he did
not aspire to the highest positions, but was said t o be a
preacher of a good deal of force.
George IVY. I<. Gi-een traveled many years, and did
faithful work. H e was near-sighted and wore spectacles. H e owned property in Eland County, Va.,
and died there.
William H. Cooper was a large, portly man of moclerate talent and limited education, but was a diligent
pastor and a man of integrity of character.
Croclcett Godbey joined the Conference in 1845. He
was born in l’irginia &lay 23, 1818.E-Ie did regular
vork in I-Tolston up to the Civil JVar. IZe serve(1 as
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chaplain in the Confederate army : ant1 at the close u f
the war refugeed in ..Alabama, where he served a ~ ~
time as a supply on circuits, and in 1873 he joined the
Alabama Conference. After several years of iaithiul
work, lie was superannuated. H e was an “Iscaelite
indeed, in Lvhom there was no guile.” Those ~ v h o
knew him knew where to find hiin on all inoral yuestions. I i e died at his home, in 3Iadison County, -\la.,
September 20, 1901,in the eighty-fourth year of his
age, leaving a wife and two sons.
Mr. Godbey and Niss Eva 31. Forgey were married by the Rev. Griiisfield Taylor October 28, IS~G,
and their home mas blessed with five children-four
sons and one daughter. One of the sons, Albert Sidney, died in 1897. The writer of his obituary notice
says : “A more guileless, unassuming, humble, faithful, willing servant of the Church I have not known.”
The daughter became the wife of the Rev. D. TIT.
Ward, of the North Alabama Conference, and entered
heaven in 1906. One son, E. 157. Godbey, is a successful and prosperous lawyer in Decatur, Ala.; and
Charles Crockett is a useful member of the Korth
Alabama Conference.
Mrs. Godbey is now 1909) living at Kelso, Tcnn.
She is half sister to Nr. J. R. Forgey, of Alorristown,
Tenn., and first cousin to Mrs. H. P. Senter, widow
of ex-Governor Senter, of Haniblen County, Tenn. I
knew Mr. Godbey personally and favorably. He was
tall and portly, with prominent features, a benevolent
face, and a benevolent disposition. H e had only a
common school education, and was solid rather than
brilliant. Yet there were in him considerable possia(
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bilities. I attended One of his c a w 11leetiIlgs in
the fifties, and assisted. There being a scarcity of
preachers, it became necessar? that he shoLdd Preach
himself one important night, which, owing to
constitutional modesty, he was disinclined to do ; but the
other preachers pressed him into the pulpit. The sermon sv1iicIi lie preaclieti on that occasion was one of the
few really great sermons I have heard in a lifetime.
His test was I Peter i. 11 : “Searchitlg what, or what
manner of tiine the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify, nhen it testified beforehand the suiferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”
The argument was good, and the speaker was wonderfully fluent and powerful. H e spake as if he were
inspired, and he certainly was. The large audience
listened with wonder and delight and with great spiritual benefit. The minds of the people were stirred to
their depths, and a great revival scene followed. I
have not exaggerated.
Andrew C. Hunter was born at BLlexander, N. C.,
August 25, 1820; and lived there till the year 1833,
when the family removed to Georgetown, Meigs County, Tenn. H e hauled the first load of goods that was
ever hauled to Cleveland, Tenn. His people were Baptists, but he w a s converted at a i\lethodist meeting
and joined the Methodist Church. H e was admitted
into the Conference at Athens in 1845.
His educational opportunities were very limited, embracing about two years of common school education.
While quite a boy he was employed as a clerk in a
store. According to the custom of the times, the proprietor sold whisky-wet goods along with dry goods
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-and Andrew, believing it to be xvroiig, declined to
wait on the drinking customers. The proprietor cursed
him and told him that he was like the Indian's treeso straight tliat he leaned. Fortunately for him, he
soon secured a situation where he could work and yet
attend school. H e did this for about a year, when he
took charge of a little country school, in which he succeeded in teaching by studying ahead of the classes.
At one time he worked upon an'arithmetical problem
for several days without success. The night before
the class were to have the problem he n-orked till z
.4.~., gave up in despair, and fell asleep. I n an hour lie
awoke from a clreain in which he had solved the problem.
After the war he was persuaded by the Rev. F. M.
Fanning that the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
would be absorbed by the Methodist Episcopal Church,
so he transferred his membership to the latter. But
in a few years a pastor of that Church came to Ducktown, where Mr. Hunter was living, who advocated
and practiced social equality with the negroes, whereupon Mr. Hunter returned to the Southern Church,
which really was the Church of his choice.
H e farmed and merchandised at Ducktown till 1873,
when he failed in business. His friends advised him to
take the benefit of the bankrupt law ; but he said that
he would pay on his debts what he could, and that his
bops would pay the rest. H e made the last payment,
principal and interest, in 1880. After his failure he
engaged in burning charcoal for the copper mines.
During these dark clays his children were often scantily clad; but there was never a day when the Church

papers Were not on his table, axid those papers and the
visits of the preachers had much to do in making his
family what it became.
Though himself comparatively uneducated, he was
in advance of his times. advocating the establishment
of Church schools in the sparsely settled districts of
our couiitrJ -a policy which our Church, however, has
neglected, and which the Xorthern Presbyterians and
the Congregationalists have taken up with so much advantage. He once wrote an article for an Xsheville
paper advocating the building of a railroad in the
French Broad T-alley, and he heard gentlemen discussing the article, and they wondered what fool had
written it !
11r. Hunter vias always popular as a man and quite
useful as a preacher and pastor, but he was never regarded as an able preacher. His strong faith in God,
great sympathy for the perishing, and constant effort
to do good made him a very useful and lovable man.
”hen he was on the Asheville Circuit, in 1849-50, he
visited much and generally prayed in the families.
One rude man refused to let him pray in his house,
whereupon Llr. Hunter, clinching his fist and shaking
it in his face, said: “I will tell my Heavenly Father
about that !” The remark fastened convictioii on the
man and eventually led him to Christ.
His first appointment (1845) was that of junior
under F. 31. Fanning on the Jonesboro Circuit. TViien
he went to Jonesboro to preach, he found the house,
filled with people anxious to meet the new preacher.
His heart sank within him, for he felt that he’ could
not preach to a town congregation. W. G. Erownlow

was present, and the young divine requested him to
preach, but he replied: "If I were to get up to preach,
half the people n-ould leave." H e then requested the
class leader to hold a class meeting in lieu of preaching. but he replied: "I do not believe in the class, and
the class clues not believe in me. If there is anything
done here to-day, you will have to do it." H e then
arose, and after preliminaries took his test. He told
the people that he could not preach, but that he could
tell liis experience, which he proceeded to do. H e
had not talked long till some of the good sisters began
to shout. h lively glow of feeling passed over the
entire congregation, and he was the hero of the occasion.
IThile on this circuit he well; to see a shoemaker
who never attended divine service nor alloyed his wife
to do'so. He requested him to attend a nieetiiig he
was then conducting in liis neighborhood. He answered that the people of that country were the worst
hypocrites out of hell. hlr. Hunter replied that he
had better be converted or God would bind him in a
bundle with these hypocrites to be with them in hell
forever. llr. Hunter remained foi- supper, but was
not invited to ask the blessing at the table. After supper he proposed to pray with the faiiiily, but the man
refused. H e then asked to be allowed to make a short
prayer standing, to which request consent was given ;
and while he vias praying, the xvoman wept. The next
clay the man came to the meeting and was the first at
the aitar. -After his conversion he attributed his conviction to the suggestion of his being bound in a bundle with hypocrites. Last year (1908)a granddaugh-
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ter of this man sent from Guthrie, Okla., to Oklahoma
City for N r . Hunter, and took him to her home for
several days as an expression of her gratitude for his
instrumentality in leading her grandfather to the Lord.
One of Mr. Hunter’s brothers once left home, and
no tidings were received of him for some time. Mr.
Hunter proposed to his mother that they pray once a
day for the absent boy. A year later, no tidings having been received of him, he then proposed that they
pray twice a day. While praying at one of these stated times, about the middle of the second year, he experienced a peculiar sense of peace. H e met his presiding elder soon after this, and told him that he was
sure that his brother was either dead or converted, and
gave his ,experience in prayer as his reason for this
belief. In a few weeks a letter came from the absent
brother declaring that he had been converted, and the
date of the conversion corresponded with the date of
the experience.
In 1888Rir. Hunter had an unconverted son in Colorado who had been there six years. One morning
at family devotion he requested the family to pray for
the conversion of this boy. On the Sunday after that
he said to his son James R. that Will had been converted or would be soon, as he had received an impression frcm the Spirit to that effect. In a few days he
received a letter from Will declaring his conversion at
the very hour in which his father had received the answer of peace.
In 1899 a railway was being constructed through
Mr. Hunter’s farm near Ducktown. The contractor
located his camp only a few hundred yards from the
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house, and advised him to lock LIP ever:ithing, saying
that the negroes had stolen everything they could get
their hands on from Marietta, Ga., to that point. Eut
blr. Hunter did not get locks. On the day of the arrival of the negroes he happened to be sitting near
where they were dancing and capering, and tears were
seen coursing down his cheeks as he remarked : “Christ
died for them, and no one has ever told them of it!”
That evening he went to the camp and asked them to
let hini preach to them. They cheerfully consented,
and during the months of their stay he held several
services a week for them, A h . Hunter sold them
such things as she had to spare and as they wanted,
for cash or credit. Her sales for milk, eggs, and vegetables, etc., amounted to about $100,and she did not
lose a cent in bad debts. X strange negro came one
night, took a rail from one of the fences and cut it
up for fire wood. Learning of the trespass, the negroes compelled hini to make another rail and put it
in the vacancy before he went to bed. The contractor,
who was a Catholic, said that he had never seen anything of the kind before, and that he had not seen any
such influence in any one in his Church or out of it.
All this shows that godliness is profitable unto all
things, that if we had more prayers we should need
fewer prisons and if we had more love we should need
fewer locks. Mr. Hunter used tobacco from young
manhood until he \vas about seventy-five years old.
One night, while reviewing his past life, he thought of
his tobacco habit as being filthy. H e felt that he‘
would like to be clean the rest of his days, so he
prayed earnestly for strength to abandon the habit,
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and went to sleep confident that he would not crave tobacco any more. Kext morning he threw his cuspidor
over the fence, and from that day to the present (1909)
he has not tasted tobacco, neither has lie desired it.
While I am writing (1910) Mr. Hunter is living
with his children in Oklahoma City, nearly eighty-nine
years old, is quite feeble, and will evidently soon join
in spirit land tlie thousands whom he has led to Christ.
John Ryland Stradley was born in the city of London June 15,1825, and lie was three years old when his
father removed to America. H e was such a cheerful
child that he was known on the voyage as Happy Jack.
H e was a son of Thoinas Stradley, and his mother
was a Dibrell. I-Iis father was a Captist minister and
was many years pastor of the Captist Chmcli in Asheville, N. C. I believe that he was the founder of that
Cliurch. H e reared his family in Asheville and its vicinity. John R. was reared in tlie Baptist faith and
was at first a member of the Baptist Church, but seems
not to have enjoyed the life and power of relib*
~1011.
While practicing medicine in Yancey County, N. C.,
he attended the ministry of the Rev. David Sullins.
This was in the year IS~O-;I, and during the year lie
was powerfully converted. The following year I was
in charge of the Burnsville Circuit, and received him
into the Methodist Churcli. *
.While holding a camp meeting at Rock Creek Camp
Ground in the fall of 1852, I was short of preachers,
a n d I requested Dr. Stradley, though only a layiiian,
to preach; and he preached two useful sermons. I-Ie
was afterwards licensed to preach, and joined the I-Iolston Conference in 1856. H e located in 1861, but aft-
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erwards returned to the Conference. - i t the beginning of the Civil War his family located at Nadisonville, Tenn. In the process of time he purchased a
farm in the iinmecliate vicinity of Hiwassee College,
where he spent a considerable part of his life and
where he educated his children. There also he died.
H e vias married to Harriet Newell Wilson. of Bald
Creek, Yancey County, N. C., in 1S52. She was a
daughter of Samuel Wilson and Emily IVhittington,
and she was educated at Burnsville Academy. She
had great beauty of person, and was possessed of superior talents and a well-balanced character. She was
gifted in prayer and persuasion. She bore the hardships incident to the itinerancy, as also those incident
to the Civil War, with the patience and cheerfulness
of a true Christian. Wide was her spiritual vision and
great was her enthusiasni for the evangelization of
the world. She was made a life member of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, at Greeneville, Tenn., in 1859. She died triumphantly at her home, at Hiwassee College, Deceniber 4, 1883.
Dr. Stradley, having seen service in the Mexican
War, was elected captain of a company in the Confederate army. H e was in the siege of Vicksburg
and saw service in the Valley of Virginia, performing
the duties of surgeon a portion of the time. After the
war lie returned to the Conference and took work.
For some years he was superniimerary, and devoted
himself to farming, but preached almost every Sunday while his strength lasted. H e was a mail of public spirit,, and was often calIed to public duties, among
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which were the county superintendency of schools
and the presidency of the board of trustees of Hiwassee College.
Dr. Stradley had a high school education, and was a
great lover of books. H e was the soul of honor. By
nature rugged and combative, he became in his last
years ripe and sweet, like the fruits he so much loved
to grow about him; and he dropped the full harvest
of seventy-nine summers into his Master’s hand, and
went home through the cold blasts of January 15, 1905.
Born to Mr. and Airs. Stradley were eight children,
of whom two, William Eascoin and Charles L., were
members of the Holston Conference. Bascom became
a strong preacher, received votes for the bishopric,
and was at one time pastor of Trinity Church, in Atlanta, one of the most responsible charges in the connection. Misses Lily and Jennie Stradley are missionaries in Erazil.
After the death of his first wife, Dr. Stradley marired Miss Harriet E. Porter, of Asheville, N.
who
survives him.
Dr. Stradley had considerable gifts as a preacher,
and had his whole life been devoted to preaching and
pastoral work, he might have ranked high as a pulpit
man. About the year 1857 he held a protracted meeting in the town of Greeneville. I heard him once or
twice during that meeting, and 1 was amazed a t the
readiness and power with which he spoke.
Francis Farley, Sr., was born in Giles County, Va.,
in 1787. H e was a grandson of Francis Munsey. H e
removed to Lee County, Va., in 1808, soon after marriage. About 1809 James Axley rode up to him while
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he was at work in a clearing and requested him to accompany him to preaching. Circuit preaching was at
that time a new thing in that community. 31r. Farley
and wife accompanied him to his appointment. -At
the close of the sermon the door of the Church was
opened, and enough joined to form a class. ilk. Farley was among the accessions, and he was the only
male member of the class. H e was appointed class
leader, but objected because he was unconverted. The
preacher overruled his objection, and advised him to
seek religion and in the meantime to xvatch over the
flock. The preacher appointed a class meeting for the
following Sabbath and announced that Mr. Farley
would hold it. When the day arrived the house was
crowded. Before the meeting was opened Mr. Farley retired to pray for divine aid, when the tempter
suggested to him that he ought to slip home and never
be caught in such a predicament again, but he successfully resisted the tempter and held the meeting. It
was a triumph. Several good women shouted the
praises of God. Soon after that he was praying in
his field when he felt the warming influence of the
Holy Spirit in his heart, and he believed to his dying
day that then and there he was born again. H e was
licensed to exhort by John Tevis about the year 1818.
He returned to Giles County in 1824. H e was licensed to preach under Samuel Patton. H e was ordained deacon by Bishop Capers’in 1846. H e died
June IO, 1862. In his last motilents he said: “Only as
the grace of God has enabled me t o triumph over my
spiritual enemies can I retrospect my past life with
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consolation. bly trust has been in Jesus, and it is Jesus that gives me consolation in my dying hour.”
Francis
Farley, son of Francis Farley, Sr., was
a traveling preacher in the Holston Conference for
many years.
It is not my p r p o s e to write a political history of
the country, but the political events which occurred between 1861 and 18Gj, inclusive, had such a bearing on
;\lethodism in Holston that much of our ecclesiastical
history can be esplained only by a knowledge of those
events.
On the 9th of February, 1861, the people of Tennessee voted for delegates to a convention to be held on
the 25th of the same inonth to consider the then existing relations between the government of the United
States and the government of the people of the State
of Tennessee, and to adopt such measures for vindicating the sovereignty of the State and the protection
of its institutions as should appear to thein to be demanded. Together with the election of delegates the
question of convention or no convention’ was submitted to the people. The majority for Union delegates in the State was 64,114,’ and against calling a
convention I 1,877. This election was held before the
proclamation of President Lincoln calling for troops
to subjugate the seceded States had been issued. -4fter the issuance of this proclamation the question of
separation or no separation was submitted to a vote
of the people on the 8th day of June, 1861. The vote
in the several divisions of the State was as follows:
‘Temple’s “East Tennessee and the Civil War,” p. 176.
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For

Separation.

East Teiiiiessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I ~ $ O
Middle Tennessee ................. jS,n6j
ITest Teii‘iessee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . zg,rzj
Military camps ................... 2,741

.....

-

1049913
4j.238

.......

57,6j;

EO

Separation.
32,933

SJg8
6,117

-

Majority for separation..

28 I

47,238

.

The convention called under this election assembled
May 6, 1861, and immediately passed an ordinance of
secession. The firing upon Fort Stlinter produced immense excitement in the Xorthern States. The call
for troops by President Lincoln to coerce “the wayward sisters” produced an equal escitement in the
South and caused the State of Tennessee to change its
vote froin a majority of 64,114 for union in February
t o a majority of 57,675 for secession in June.
Two days after Ai?. Lincoln’s proclamation, the
convention of T-irginia passed an ordinance of secession. Before the proclamation the people of North
Carolina gave a majority of 651 against calling a convention. After the proclamation a convention was
called which on the 20th day of Mal-, 1861, passed
an ordinance of secession with great unanimity.
The fact that East Tennessee voted two to one for
union vias due largely to the arguments, eloquence, activity and perqonal influence of Nathaniel G. Taylor,
James W. Deaderick, John n’etherland, John Eaxter,
Connally F. Trigg, W. G. Brownlow, Oliver P. Temple, Thomas A. R. Nelson, John Fleming, Horace
Maynard, Andrew Johnson, and others -a grand
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array of talent and character. Mr. Temple seems to
have been the principal manager of the campaign
against secession. Appointments for speaking were
made in all parts of East Tennessee, especially Upper
and Middle East Tennessee, and large crowds assembled and listened to earnest harangues against the policy of secession. This agitation, including the powerful diatribes of Erownlow’s Kiioxz4le Wllig, placed
East Tennessee in the Union column two to one,
brought about the result given in the above figures,
created a permanent disaffection to the Southern cause
in the heart of the Confederacy, and sent thousands of
brave men from the hills of East Tennessee into the
Union army. The fact has already been stated that
the First Congressional District of Tennessee gave
more men to the Union army than any other congressional district in the nation.
X convention of Unionists met in Greeneville June
17 to protest against what was termed the hasty action of the Legislature in passing the ordinance of secession. The convention was largely attended. Its
leaders were men of talent and influence. A committee was appointed to memorialize the General Assembly for the organization of a new State, to be composed
of the counties of East Tennessee and such counties
in iVIiddle Tennessee as might elect to go with the new
State. The memorial was prepared and laid before
the Legislature, which denied the prayer.
I t may be taken for granted that at this time the
Union people of East Tennessee were having a hard
time of it. Was at its best estate is a barbarous thing.
It deserves the name which General Sherman gave it
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-“hell.”
Xctive Lnionisrs were in constant danger of
arrest by tlie authorities, and there were not wanting
men bad enough to give them unnecessary anno!-ance.
Persecution even ior opinion’s sake was not uncominon. The better class of people on both sides did
what they could to preserve quiet and harmony in the
various communities, but such rvas the escitement of
the times that the worst element of society came t o the
surface and gave direction to the course of events.
Frequent appeals from the Union people in East Tennessee reached IYashington, asking for protection.
Many longed and prayed for the coming of the Union
army. -4ccordingIy the military authorities resolved
to march an army into East Tennessee.
Simultaneously with the advent of this force the
railroad bridges of the section were to be destroyed.
A hfr. TV. B. Carter was chosen to superintend tlie
burning of the bridges. One citizen was chosen by
him for each bridge, and he selected his own assistants. General Thomas had charge of the military expedition. The night of Sovember 8, 1861, was selected as the time for the simultaneous destruction of the
bridges. Carter carried out his part of the program;
but when General Thomas reached London, Ky., he received orders from General Sherman to retrace his
steps. It was too late to inform lfr. Carter of the
change in the program, hence his agents carried out
their parts with more or less success. Nine important
bridges were to be destroyed; five of the nine were destroyed. They were the bridges at Union Depot (now
Bluff City) ; Lick Creek, in Greene County ; Charleston, over the Hiwassee River ; and two on the Western

284

HOLSTOS bI ETHODISM.

and -Atlantic Road over Chickamauga Creek. The
other bridges, being well guarded, escaped. The perpetrators expected to be protected by the incoining
Federal army, but, alas ! they were left to take care of
themselves. The burning of the bridges created general alarm among the Southern people in East Tennessee, aivakened esaggeratecl apprehensions in the authorities at Richmond, and led to the arrest, trial by
court-martial, and the hanging of five men. Being citizens, they could not plead the rights of prisoners of
var. Harrison Self was pardoned by President Davis
on the petition of his (Self’s) lovely daughter. I am
sorry now that he did not pardon the others, or a t least
commute their punishment to iinprisonnient during the
war. Captain Fry was sentenced to be hanged; but
on the remonstrance of Gen. S. P. Carter, of the Federal army, who claimed that Fry was a soldier and
was acting under orders, the sentence was not carried out. It was at first believed, but probably incorrectly, that the burning of the bridges was to be the
signal of a general uprising of the Union people in
East Tennessee. Orders from Secretary of W a r Eenjamiii for the rigorous prosecution of the bridge burners and for the imprisonment of all others who had
had any guilty connection with the affair did cause
uprisings in a few places, but they soon subsided.
This state of affairs caused a great flight of Ullion
nien into Kentucky and the Northern States. ,2 large
per cent of these enterccl the Union army.
The above recital will aid the reader in LinderstaIlcIing tile state of affairs in East Tennessee whicll let1 to
such disastrous results to the Methodism of the sec-
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tion. The worst passions of human nature were
stirred and a bitternebs eRgendered that has not yet
passed away. Many of the citizens 15110 were arrested and imprisoned were members of the 3Iethodist
Episcopal Church, South. They \\-ere sent to Sorthern or Southern prisons. according as they differed
in sentiment and sympathy. The Churches to which
they belonged were divided and disrupted, rcgular
preaching nieasurably ceased, and numbers of preachers and people had to refugee to save their lives. The
enforcement of the conscript act caused thousands to
leave East Tennessee for Kentucky and the Sorthern
States, only to swell the Federal armies. I t has been
estimated that East Tennessee contributed in all thirty
or thirty-five thousand men to the Union army. These
facts, together with the blunders of our Conference
committed at the sessions of 1SG2, 1863, and 1864,
to say nothing of the demoralization which civil war
always occasions, are sufficient to account for the
wrecked and dilapidated condition of Southern Methodism in East Tennessee at the close of the war.
General Gumside's troops entered Iinoxville September I, 1863. The siege of Knoxville by General
Longstreet began in Kovember. Longstreet intended
to starve Curnside into surrender; but after the battle of Missionary Ridge, learning that General Sherman had been dispatched to the relief of Eurnside, he
made, Kovember 29, an unsuccessful and disastrous assault on Eurnside's works, which by this time had been
considerably strengthened.
The destruction of the five bridges did but little harm
to the Confederacy, but resulted in incalculable injury
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to the ~ ~ 1 i people.
o ~ 1 The next few months were the
llociic frisfein their history: The bridge-burning was
follo\sed by those repressive acts of the military autliorities lyhic11 nlade tlie sufferings of the Union people of East Tennessee known throughout the land.
Hundreds of leacling Union citizens were arrested and
sent to prison, and others were in Constant fear.’
The policy of arresting and imprisoning peaceable
citizens was pursued by both sides. Gnion people
were not the only persons who suffered by this policy.
Hundreds of peaceable citizens of Southern sympathies nere during the war seized and spirited away to
Sorthern prisons, to languish for weeks and months,
and, in some cases, to die.
Longstreet spent the winter in Upper East Tennessee, holding down the country within twenty-five
miles of Knoxville, and feeding his men on supplies
furnished by the people. The two armies amused
themselves during the winter by desultory skirmishes,
with now and then a battle. In the spring the Federals
removed southwest to Dalton, Ga. ; and Longstreet
moved east to take part in the wonderful campaigns of
Grant and Lee. The forages of the army, together
with a deficiency of laborers and the demoralized business of the country, reduced many of the people of
Vpper East Tennessee almost to a state of starvation ;
and many of them went to Knoxville, where they were
fed by supplies from Iiberal people in the North. The
Federals in the meanwhile had undisputed possession
of Lower East Tennessee, and eternity alone >\rill re‘Judge

o. p. Temple’s “East Tennessee

and the Civil War.”
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veal the sufferings through x-iliich the families that
sympathized with the Confederacy passed during that
period of the war. It was to them a reign of terror.
Leading men were arrested and taken to Sorthern
prisons, while hundreds of others preserved their liberty only by fleeing to other States. Eushwhacking
and brigandage ran riot, especially in coinmunities not
immediately protected by the army, which itself, while
a protection, was also an oppression.
I have perhaps dwelt too long on the military situation in East Tennessee, but by this situation the Southern Methodist Church of the section was torn to
pieces. The withdra.vva1 of Longstreet from Upper
East Tennessee exposed the Southern people to insults and persecutions by the Union element, and many
prominent men found it convenient to refugee in Sorth
Carolina, Virginia, and the far South. The situation
was reversed, and the Southern people were now COIIIpelled to sup the sorrows which their Union neighbors
had suffered before. Union families were largely in
the majority, consisting in part of some of the best
people as to property, intelligence, and virtue, but
largely of the poor and illiterate ; and I think that I can
truthfully .say that they furnished the larger proportion
of the bushwhackers and robbers that infested portions
of East Tennessee then and later. After the' withdrawal of the armies the situation'of Southern men of
property and influence was quite uncomfortable.
I have not space f o T a detailed account of the mutual wrongs inflicted by the Union and Southern s p pathizers of the section. But a history of the murder
of Captain Waugh and its consequences furnishes a
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pretty fair sample of the iiiost violent of these wrongs.
Of all the bloody epi>odes of the war9 not one is more
replete n-ith tragedies than the story of Gill Parker,
the Tennessee outlaw, as told by a reputable nexv-spaper :
-\ Captain IYaugIi was an officer in the enrolling bureaus
of the Confederacy. In the discharge of his official duties it
frequently became necessary for him t o cause the arrest and
imprisonment, o r the sending to the front for soldier duty, of
men who were h.is old personal friends and neighbors, bitterly
opposed to the war and more bitrerly opposed to the Confederacy. Among other arrests made by men acting under his
authority in 1862 and 1863 was that of an old friend and conirade, La Fayette Jones, a young man of niaiiy excellent parts.
He was a newspaper man of talent; genial, clever, and engaging in manlier. H e and M‘augh were intimate friends,
and were members of the same secret society. When Jones
was captured, he had on his person some greenback currency,
an army pistol, a number of letters, and other papers showing
that he was not only a sympathizer with the Federal government, if not in its secret service, but that he was carrying into
the Confederacy contraband matter. Jones asserted that he
was a Federal officer or in the Federal service openly, and
that he should be treated as a prisoner of war at worst. E k
was therefore sent to Richmond, Va., and placed in confinement in Castle Thunder. IVhen Jones was being dispossessed
of the contraband articles, he begged that he might retain his
greenbacks, which he said he had earned honestly; and he
told Captain ’Vl’augh that if he persisted in taking the money
he would hold him personally responsible f o r what he considered an individual robbery, and said that if he ever secured his
liberty he would travel a thousand miles to take the officer’s
life in revenge. Captain IVaugh explained to the prisoner
that the dispossessing of hiin was not his personal act, but
that it was in obedience to Confederate law. Jones claimed a
special exemption at the hands of his old friend. Failing to
seture the favor, which it was not in the lawful power of that
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friend to grant, Jones’s parting threat was that he intended to
escape from confinement, and that he xould never rest until
he had returned to Tennessee and killed LYaugh. Captain
LYaugh was a fearless man, and he paid little o r no attention
to the threats made against him.
One night, some weeks after La Fayette Jones had been
sent to Richmond, Captain Jt’augh was at home and in the act
of retiring when a noise was heard outside. Lfrs. Waugh
remarked that she believed “the robbers” were coming; for
the whole country was infested with roving bands of outlaws,
who made a business of plundering friend and foe alike.
Suddenly the sound of a g~,n,fired through an opening in the
bedchamber, stunned the inmates of the room. Captain RFaugh
instantly fell forward, saying: “I am killed.” H e was dead in
an instant, with a bullet in his heart. The next moment t h e
door was burst open, and La Fayette Jones, a t the head of
twenty or thirty men, some of them in bine army clothing,
entered the room, uttering shouts and curses. Jones rushed
to the bedside, saw that his victim was already dead, and
yelled triumphantly: “I told him that I would kill him, and I
have done it !”
In Jones’s party were some blood kindred of Mrs. Waugh.
In fiendish glee they proceeded to ransack and rob the house
and adjacent store. The next that was heard from the leaders
was that they were within the Federal lines, beyond the reach
of Waugh‘s friends. The murder of the enrolling oficer and
the robbery of his family by inen wearing the Federal uniform
aroused the most intense feeling among the Southern sympathizers in the country. Even Union people deplored the event,
for they knew that it would doubtless lead to retaliation upon
some of them. Captain Waugh was well and widely knowi;.
H e was a Pennsylvanian, a member of an old and wealthy
family of that State. His wife was from a prominent family
in Tennessee. The dead man was carried for burial into
North Carolina, followed by an immense concourse of people,
more than a hundred armed troops accompanying them. T h e
death of Captain Waiigh was the beginning of a long history
of assassinations in that country. There had been several
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murders of citizens in that section-citizens of all ages and
representing both Union and Confederate sentiment-but
no
death had been attended with circumstances of such coldblooded atrocity. It was followed by a most terrible train of
tragedies.
Living with Captain WaugIi a t the time of the murder was
a young man named Parker. The young mail swore that he
would never rest until he had killed ten of the leading Union
men of the section in retaliation for the niurdcr of his friend
and benefactor. He became crazed, infuriated with a thirst
for the blood of his late employer’s political foes. H e made no
secret of his purpose to kill, and his threat spread far and wide.
A few days after the tragedy several of the best citizens of
Union sympathies in the county were found dead, shot down
Bill
in the highway, in the field, in the workshop-wherever
Parker could find them. Murder after murder followed,
Parker leaving information in the various neighborhoods
through which he swiftly went that it was now Parker’s time
for killing. No one knew when or d i e r e he was going, and
he had his secret hiding places where he could not be trapped
o r caught. One of the victims was a blood cousin of Captain
Waugh‘s widoiv, an innocent man shot down as he fled from
the assassin in his fields. But he was a strong Union man,
and that was ellough for Parker to know. H e hunted for
Union men. H e had given notice, when he could do so with
impunity, that he was going to have his ten men, but that he
would pick them as it suited his purpose, and that he
would take his own time for the work. Ile defied arrest.
H e sent word to his friends that he knew he w ~ d dhave to
meet his fate soon, but that he would not be stopped in his
q r e e r by either friend o r foe until the ten he ‘had selected had
fallen. KO one save himself knew whom he had condemned.
No one save a few of his own mother’s household knew where
he made his hiding places. Armed squads of inen could not
find him. The Southern people had become alarmed. T h e
assassin seemed endowed with wings, so swiftly and unexpectedly he went from place to place. He was here to-day;
and to-morrow, while he was being hunted by armed bodies
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of nien, he would kill another victim txenty miles awaq-. Public
feeling at last rose to such a pitch that it was determined
that Parker should be hunted donil and killed, cost x h a t it
might. H e mas outlawed. A thousand vows were registered
that Bill Parker must be found and put out of existence.
After a long and fruitless search, an espedition in search
of the outlaw came upon him somewhat unexpectedly. He
saw that he was outnumbered and would be overpowered,
and he fled. He had not yet killed ten men, though lacking
only one or two of the number. H e was on horseback. It
was a race for life. Death stared in the face both pursued and
pursuers. hlile after mile in the open highway the flight was
kept up. Parker was doubtless intent on saving his fire for
close quarters. The pursuers discharged their guns as best
they could. Finally some of the party got within good range
and fired. The outlaw’s horse fell, but the rider was seen to
enter a thicket near by. Examination of the surroundings
showed that the outlaw must have been hit as well as his
horse; for there was a plain, bloody trail that led from the
horse into the woods into which the man had been seen to
run. This trail was followed by the armed men away into
the high and rugged mountain range near by-a wilderness
unbroken for more than ten miles in one direction and for
about four in the other across the range. Search was continued
day after day with the utmost caution, but Parker could not
be found. Weeks and months rolled around, and still no
tidings of the outlaw. There was, however, one consolation :
the assassinations had ceased. There was general rejoicing,
though tlie mystery which hung over the disappearance of the
outlaw added a painful suspense t o the lull in the storm, for
the security might be only temporary. I t was possible that
the man was recovering slowly from his wound and he might
yet return. The war ended, and a year passed, but still there
was 110 tidings of the outlaw. The mountain had been time
and again searched in vain for his hiding place or for his
dead body. An unfatlioniable mystery hung about his fate.
One day in 1865 or 1867 a party of hunters were going
through a little skirt of woods bordering a plantation in the
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settlements about four miles directly across the mountain from
where Parker’s horse had been killed. They suddenly came
upon a pile of human bones, with remnants of clothing near
by. Lying by the side of the skeleton was a pair of army
saddlebags. These contained two pistols and some other
effects, which were instantly identified as Parker’s. The high
skull bone had the unerring mark of the famous youiig outlaw. There remained yet the evidence of the fatal shot that
had been fired at the fugitive years before, for a bone in one
of his legs had been brolien by it. In that condition, carrying
his effects with him, the man had crawled a distance of four
miles, over one of the most rugged mountains in the State.
Within sight and within calling distance of the skeleton was
the residence of 2 good friend of Parker’s. The supposition
is that the wounded outlaw had endeavored to reach that
friend’s house, but, becoming completely exhausted from loss
of blood and starvation, he died before gaining the desired
refuge, tliougli ir was in full view of his longing eyes. Day
after day, while he lay suffering within sight of the Southerner’s home, Parker’s voice was heard in its piteous cries.
After the skeleton had been found, the mistress of the mansion
had a distinct recollection of having heard those cries.
But Parker’s remorse, however deep and long it might have
been, could not have surpassed that of the one who was the
beginner of the long series of tragedies for which he had made
himself responsible. L a Fayette Jones himself died a raving
maniac in the most terrible agonies. After the killing of
Captain Waugh, the assassin entered the Federal army, remaining with it in good record till the disbaiidmeiit after the
war. When peace came and there were no longer scenes of
bloodshed to occiipy his thoughts, his mind gave way under
the memory of the assassination of his old friend and the
consequences that followed. H e had learned that his friend,
acting under orders of the government that he in honesty was
endeavoring to serve, should not have been censured, much
less deprived 6f his life, for the part taken in the arrest and
imprisonment of Jones and the appropriation of his property.
Horrible visions haunted him, and then there came the wild
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delirium of brain which seizes the insane, and the poor fellow
died a raving maniac, bound in manacles, in a ceil in the
asylum for the insane in Tennessee.
Among the victims of Parker’s retaliation there mere serera1 members of Jones’s family-the father and two sons.
Another brother of Jones, becoming desperate, had joined a
band of robbers, and he too was killed by a Southern nian
while iii the act of robbery in the coiirse of the reign of
terror in East Tennessee. So four men-all the male members of that household-rvere wiped out of existence as a
consequence of the political troubles in that region. Among
other victims of Parker’s wrath were the father and grown
son in another household near Captain Waugh’s home. Nor
v e r e these all the tragedies resulting from the Jones and
Parker murders. The friends of men assassinated by Parker
visited sivift retaliation upon the family of the outlaw, every
male member who did not flee the State being hanged or shot
in rerenge. The killing of Captain IVaugh led to the violent
taking away of fifteen or twenty others, Union or Southern
in sentiment, of both parties. It has been stated that more
than forty-five inen lost their lives in murders and assassinations in that one county (Johnson) in East Tennessee in the
course of the war and in retaliation immediately after the
surrender. The numbers were aboiit equally divided between
the Secession and Union sympathizers.
Long after the war closed one of the men engaged in the
robbery of Captain Vi’aiigh’s widow and family, one of the
leaders in the assassination and a blood relative of blr.
Waugh, was killed by a boon companion in a drunken revel.
Nearly every actor in the tragedy has passed away, the end
coming with violence or insanity.

Capt. William TVaugh, one of the heroes of the
above story, was an elder brother of the Rev. Henry
P. Waugh, who was for a long time a faithftil and
useful member of the Holston Conference, South.
The T‘l‘augh family were Nethodists and Southern in
sentiment.
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Reference was made to the Rev. Oliver Niller and
wife in Volume III., page 29j. H e was at the time of
his deat1i.a local preacher of Hawkins County, Tenn.
From an obituary notice written by the Rev. 117. C.
Graves in 1SG2 I take the followirig itenis: H e was
born (probably in Hawkins County, Tenn.) J ~ l y7,
1802. In early manhood he was converted and joined
the Methodist Church. He joined the Holston Conference in 1827, and located in 1835. He was thrice married. His first wife was Miss bIary Ingram. H e had
a son and daughter by this marriage. The son entered the Confederate army. JIr. Graves remarked :
“The son had gone to the field of battle, and it was a
source of pleasure to Brother Miller to know that he
had a soil in the army to defend his country. Brother
Miller was a true Southern man-one among the first
in East Tennessee to take a decided stand for the
South.”
hIr. Miller married Mrs. Frances Owen May 22,
1845, by whom he had a son and daughter. March 24,
1852,he married IIrs. Matilda Shelton, a woman of
superior intellect, culture, and manners. She was a
daughter of Dr. Wright, of Blount County, Tenn.
The following notice of the death of Mr. Miller is
from the pen of Mrs. Miller:
Mr. Miller died February 3, 1862, at 7 o’clock P.M. H e
died in the full assurance of immortality and eteriial life. T h e
night before his death he told me that he wanted to be buried
by the Masons, which request was complied with. H e spolcc
of death as the gate of endless joy. H e would often in the
night, when he thought all were asleep, shout the praises of
God. He was always cheerful, and the most patient person
1 ever saw, always seeming to be more thoughtful of those
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who waited on him than he was of himself. H e frequently
held family prayers. A few nights before his death a friend
of ours came in just as Air. lIiller was recovering from a
very bad spell. Our friend thought that l f r . Lfiller was dying,
but I told him that he was recovering iroin that spell. That
night he prayed with the family. H e prayed for our friend.
H e >vas a friend that lay near Mr. hIiller’s heart. I thought
I had nerer heard him in all my life make a more fervent
pra>-er. Our friend wept. That night, after the fatxly had
gone to bed, I was sitting by his bed, when he said to m e :
“My dear, I am going to leave you. Grieve not for me. I
shall exchange the sorrows of time for the joys of heaven.
Be faithful, and you will soon come too, and bring the children with you.” LIr. MiIler was confined to the house twelve
months and to his bed four months. H e had his proper mind
and recollection, and talked a great deal about the cause of
God and his country. They Iay very near his heart. H e
seemed to be willing to trust the Lord in all things. He had
his senses t o the last moment. After he had lost his speech,
I asked him if all was weIl. H e bowed his head.

Nathan Hobbs, who died at his home, two miles
west of Morristown, Tenn., in the year 1861, was a
local preacher of no ordinary ability and influence.
He was born in Indiana. His first wife was Mary
Hargis, whom he married in Kentucky, and by whom
he reared a large family. H e removed from Kentucky
to Virginia, where he lived some years. One of his
sons, Wiley, was the father of J. S.Hobbs, at present (191I ) a superannuate member of the Holston
Conference. Nathan Hobbs removed from Virginia
to Tennessee and located on a farm near Morristown.
There he farmed and merchandised. H e was an active
local preacher, and preached often. H e was always in
demand, for he was an able preacher; and as the Eaptist controversy was raging when he was in his prime,
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he was often called on to preach on the subject of baptism, and he occasionally met Baptist preachers in public debate. His knowledge of the Scriptures was critical and thorough, his logic was vigorous, his style perspicuous, and liis delivery dignified and forcible. Indeed, he had in him the elements of a great man.
His second wife was Ozina King, a woman of sterling common sense and exalted piety. She survived
him. The farm which she left to her heirs was not
large, but was one of the most desirable in East Tennessee.

CHAPTER X.
COXFEREXCES
OF 1S62 .~SD1S63.
I s o w enter upon a very delicate task-an attempt
to give a fair and impartial account of the proceedings of the Conference of 1862. In this attempt I
shall be compelled to say some things with shame and
regret. The writer was in the army, and therefore not
present a t this session.
Some Conferences are epochal in their character.
The Conference of 1788 was the launching Conference, the Conference at which the craft of Xethodism
was launched in the Southivest; the Conference of
1824 was the first session of the Holston Conference
proper; the Conference of 1845 was the separating
Conference, the session at which the Conference
aligned itself with the Southern y i n g of Methodism ;
the Conference of 1866 !vas the reorganizing Conference, the session at which the fra,gnents of the Cotference left by the Civil W a r were gathered together
and reorganized for work under the new rCgime established by the transforming General Conference of
1866. But the Conference of 1862 may be named the
Conference of political dabbling. That this dabbling
was done so awkwardly is due to the fact that it was a
new thing in Southern Xethodism. I t had not, like
Xorthern Methodism, served an apprenticeship at this
sort of work. Northern Methodism had for a long
while taken a hand in partisan politics, especially where
African slavery was involved ; and that Church was
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known to be a powerful factor in national politics.
The Church, South, had prided herself upon her nonpolitical attitude. She preached the gospel to inaster
and slave alike, leaving the question of domestic slavery to the civil authorities. By no other policy coulcl
her existence and usefulness have been maintained in
the Southern States. A war upon the institution of
slavery by the Southern Methodist Church could have
resultecl iii nothing but the loss of ‘the better class of
her white membership and in the exclusion of her minisrers from access to the slave population. An ecclesiastical war on slavery would have been a war on the
slaves ; it would have been a religious calamity to the
negro wrought in behalf of his supposed political interests. It therefore became the duty and interest of
Southern Methodism to steer wide of partisan politics
of every description. Fortunately, she was able to
draw the line of demarcation between the purely sec-.
ular and the purely spiritual up to the Civil War. But
a declaration of war upon the seceding States by the
Federal government ; the organization of great armies
to coerce “the wayward sisters,” which believed in the
right of peaceable secession; the marching of hostile
armies over Southern soil, accoinpanied by fire and
sword-all these things had so inflamed the niinds of
our preachers and people that many of them could not
regard sympathy and cooperation with the Northern
States in the strife as other than downright iinnioralitp. Besides, it was a political axiom in the South
that the ‘citizen’s first allegiance was due to his State :
and many held that, when one’s State had declared independence of the government of the United States
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and had becoiiie a part of the Confederacy, he wa.; nGt
only guilty of treason but of immoralit> ii he sympathized or coijperated with the invading forces. becau-e
in so doing he was not "subject to the powers that he."
Tjiis is an apology in advance for ?ioiiie thing. xhich
were clone by the Conference of rS62. Cut, on the other hand, it qhould be borne in mind that the question
of first allegiance was one about \diich men might
honestly differ, a i d that the question of jurisdiction
was a pending question which the two contestants were
endeavoring to settle by force.
Fortunately for the Church, the Conference of 1861
vias presided over by a level-headed bishop, James 0.
Andrew. He had keenly felt the eril of political dabbling, and hence was averse to mixing religion ant1
politics. The Conference of ISGI was therefore harmonious. Eut Bishop John Early was of a different
temper. Though deeply pious along emotional lines,
lie was aristocratic and haughty, and he was a typical
Southern fire eater. The war was a personal matter
with him. With him religion and Southern rights
were nearly identical, and the Yankees were malefactors. H e dominated the Conference. H e was a born
ruler. Besides, it does not take a philosopher to estimate the amount of influence which a bishop exerts
over a Conference of preachers wlien the fact is considered that he has authority to assign every man to
his field of labor for the year.
The Conference began its thirty-ninth session in
Athens, Tenn., October 15, 1862, Eishop John Early
President, and John H. Brunner and James W. Dickey
Secretaries.
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I shall first take up the dealings of the Conference
with the Union preachers. I will quote the action of
the Conference in the language of the recorded minutes, taking the paragraphs relating to this subject as
they are scattered through the records and placing
them together :
Difficulties occurring in the cases of W. H. Rogers and

W. H. H. Duggan, they were referred to a committee consisting of John 11.LIcTeer, James s. Kennedy, Carroll Long,
SVilliam H. Bates, and -4.
G. SVorley. .
.
The names of SVilliam C. Dailey and Patrick H. Reed were
called and their cases referred to the Committee of Investigation previously appointed in the cases of W. H. Rogers and
W.H. H. Duggan.
On motion of T. E;. Catlett, it was resolved that hereafter.
the Conference will not pass the character of any nian who is
known to favor the enemies of our cotintry without reference
to the committee aforesaid.
The votes by which the characters of George W. Alexander
and Jesse A. Hyden were passed were reconsidered. The
case of J. A. Hyden was then referred to the Committee of
Investigation. After explanations, on motion, the character
of George W. -4lexander was passed. . . .
The cases of James Cunimiiig and John Spears were re.
ferred to the Committee of Investigation. .
[Under the question, Who remain on trial?] Thomas P.
'Rutherford's case was referred to the Committee of Investigation.
[Under the question, Who are deacons of one year?]
Thomas H. Russell was referred to the Committee of Investigation. .
On motion of James S. Kennedy, the Conference reconsidered the act by which the character of John W. bIann was
passed. After explanations by Brother Mann, his character
was passed by vote of the Conference. . . ,
The charaSter of elders was taken u p again, and W. Milburn's name being called, it was, on motion, resolved t o refer

.

.

. . .
. .

the case to a coiiimittee ccnkistiilg uf \YiIsy, Stevens, Crunner,
.
r e a l , and Rerr. .
-4. motion was made to reconsider rile vote by ~vvhiclithe
Conference refused to elect 11. H. B. Burkett to elder's orders,
which was lost. [As I understand it, Burkett was a local
preacher.]
T h e question, IYho remain on trial? mas resumed, and
Robert G. Blackburn was discontinued.
T h e examination of the character of elders vias resumed.
T h e name of John Spears was called, when, it appearing to
the satisfaction of the Conference that he had taken a position
in the army o f the enemies of his country, on motion of J. AI.
XIcTeer, he was expelled from the ministry and membership
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
.
T h e committee to whom were referred the cases of FY. H.
Rogers and SV. H. H. Duggan, SVilliam C. Daily, Jesse -4.
Hyden, Patrick H. Reed, John Spears, James Curnming,
Thomas H. Russell, and Thomas P . Rutherford made their
report. The preamble (see Appendix I?) was adobted, and
the Secretary was afterwards instructed to send a copy to the
Richmond Christian A dv oc at e , the SozifhCrn Christian Ads,oc a f e at Augusta, Aflzciis Post, and the Sozithem A dv oc at e a t
Bristol, with a request that the editors publish the same. The
specific reports in the several cases referred to the committee
were taken up in the following order :
I. Resolzicd, That in view of the manner in which William
Daily defiried his present position in reference to his loyalty
to and support of the Confederate government your committee
do hereby recommend the passage of his character.
011motion the resolution was adopted, and his character
was passed accordingly.
2. Resolved, That in the case of Thomas P. Rutherford, forastmich as he stated that he had opinions on that subject
v,rhich he did not choose to coinmvnicate and gave the committee no satisfaction pro o r C O F Zon the subject of the complaint
alleged, he be discontinued.
This resolution was also adopted, and he discontinued.
3. Rcsohed, That in the case of Thomas H. Russell it is

.

. .

the judgment of your committee that o u i brother acted imprudently in organizing a class composed of persons traiisferred from a society in another circuit, but that he is believed
to have acted without a knoxledge of the facts and intended no
wrong and should therefore be excused. And in view of the
entire satisfaction he gave the committee touching his loyalty
to our country, it is recommended that his character be passed.
The resolution was adopted, and his character passed.
1.Rcsolsvd, That in the case of James Cuinining, while the
coniinittee disapprove and deplore his course touching this
unhappy controversy, they do, nevertheless, in view of his
advanced age and consequent infirmities, and in. view of his
former- valuable services to the Church, recommend the passage of his character.
The resolution was adopted, and his character passed.
j. Resolwd, That in the case of Jesse A. Hyden it is the
judgment of the committee that, while his' course has been
culpably inconsistent in reference to this controversy, no
evidence 'appearing against his loyalty to our government at
present, but to the contrary, we do recommend the passage of
his character.
The resolution was adopted, and his character passed.
6. Rrsolzvd, That in the case of Patrick H. Reed, while liis
statements before the committee do not satisfy them touching
his loyalty, yet in view of the fact that he asks a location
through us, the committee recommend the passage of his
character and the granting of his petition.
The resolution was adopted, his character passed, and he
granted a location.
7. Rcsolzvd, That in the case of W. H. H. Duggaii,,.while
his statements before the committee do not satisfy them coiiceriiing liis loyalty and therefore in their judgment render him
an improper person to receive an appointment in the regular
pastoral work, the committee would, however, recommend the
passage of his character, and that he be left without an appointment for one year.
The bishop deciding that the recoinmendation was not legal,
T. K. Catlett moved t o amend the resolution so that he be
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suspended for twelve months. J. 11. llcTeer 111oved to allleiid
the ameiidnient so that he be suspended for three mo13ti;s. On
motion, the whole subject vias laid on the table for the present.
The final specific report of the coiiimittee was then read.
8. In the case of LVilliam H. Rogers your con~mitteelvould
report that he has made before Lis and others ample protestations of. loyalty; but w are pained to find evidence of a \\-ant
of veracity, and therefore prefer the following charges and
specifications.
Charge First: Duplicity.
Specification : I n solemnly affirming to John 13. Erunner
that he (Rogers) was a Southern inan and occupied precisely
the same ground that he (Erunner) did; then in afiirrniiig
directly the contrary rime and again, and also in making similarly contradictory statenients to John F. Woodfin.
Charge Second : Criminal Falsehood.
Specification : In saying that as he passed through the town
of Knoxville the Confederate authorities applied to him
(Rogers) to bear certain documents to LL-illiam G. Brownlow,
as they had confidence in him and supposed that he knew where
Browilow was; and that lie (Rogers) conveyed said documents to Brownlow, whereas he made substantially contradictory statements before the committee both as to the fact of
his knowing Brownlow’s whereabouts and of his bearing said
documents to him.
On motion, the report was adopted and the case laid over
till t o - m o r r o ~ .
A. IV. Cummings introduced the following resolution, wliich
was adopted :
Resolved, That the bishop be, and he is hereby, requested to
appoint the following brethren chaplains to the Confederate
army : E. C. Wexler, Twenty-Ninth Regiment, North Carolina
Volunteers ; Henry P. Waugh, Colonel Allen’s Regiment,
Xorth Carolina Volunteers ; N l t o n Naupin, Colonel llexiefee’s
Independent Regiment, Virginia State line ; Philip s. Sutton,
Seventh Battalion, North Carolina Volunteers.
On motion, William C. Boivvman, Thomas ,F.GIenn, and
Joseph A. Wiggins were added to the above list.
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E. E. TViley, chairman of the committee on the case of \V.
Milburn, made his report, whereupon, on motion, the case
was referred to the presiding elder or' the district for further
.
investigation.
The vote by which Robert G. Blackburn was discontinued
was reconsidered, a i d lie continued 011 trial. The vote by
which he was continued on trial was reconsidered, and he
was admitted into full connection and elected to deacon's
orders.
The case of JVilliani 13. Rogers was resumed. J. S. Kennedy moved that the case of W. H. Rogers be referred to the
presiding elder of the district for investigation. [The minutes
do not state what action was taken on this motion.]
The case of W. H. H. Duggaii was resumed. The amendinen offered by J. 31. NcTeer was withdrawn. The vote was
taken on the amendment offered by T. K. Catlett, which was
adopted, and W. H. H. Duggan was suspended for twelve
months.
E. E. Wiley introduced the following resolution, which was
adopted, the vote being taken by the Secretary:
Resolved, In view of the fact that in his intercourse, social
and official, with the Conference as individuals and as a body,
Bishop Early has exhibited that spirit of Christian courtesy
and episcopal firmness so becoming in one in his position, that
we cherish for him grateful remembrances.

.

.

. . .

. ..

C. E. WILEY,
WILLIAMROBESON.

'

Some of this unfortunate work was also done at
the Conferences of 1863 and 1864. Bishop Early was
largely responsible for it, as the action occurred under
his rulings, and it was his duty to draw the line between the secular and the spiritual, which he did not
do, and to see that the proceedings against the accused
brethren were strictly according to the law of the
Church; for it was a marked inconsistency in the
Conference that in prosecuting the supposed violators
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of law it violated the law itself in its method of procedure. I am reminded of \\-hat Paul said to the high
priest who coinmantled hiin to be smitten in the mouth :
“Sittest thou to judge me according to the lam, and
coiiiinandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?”
In my criticism o f the Cishop and the Conference I do
not refer so mucli to the resolution of political into
moral offenses as to the disregard of the constitutional provision prohibiting the General Conference from
doing away with “the privileges of our ministers or
preachers of trial by committee and of an appeal.” It
will be seen that John Spears, who was absent from
t h e Conference, was expelled from the Church by sitnple resolution, without notice and without due form of
trial.
T h e irregularities which occurred at this and the two
succeeding Conferences attracted the attention of the
General Conference of 1866. Bishop Early was informally censured and prematurely retired to the superannuate relation, and all the preachers who had
been expelled from the Church on political charges und e r the rulings of Bishop Early were restored to the
Churcih and ministry, with the exception of Mr. Elackburn, who at the time was in a state of expulsion from
the Methodist Episcopal Church. This restoration was
only virtual, and never became actual. The mischief
had been done, and could only be confessed, but could
n o t be repaired.
T h e resolution of Dr. .\Viley indorsing the BisKop
socially and officially only shows how completely the
Conference was under the Bishop’s domination and
how far they partook of his radical spirit.
20
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A short time after this session of the Coiiference I
met Dr. TViley, and he gave iiie an account of the
proceedings. It appears that wlien X r . Curkett applied for ordination, objection was made on account
of his supposed disloyalty to the Confederacy. Mr.
Eurkett aclmitted that he had sympathized with the
Federals, but claimed that his iiiind had undergone a
change. U’hile Burkett was standing and explaining,
Dr. Tl’iIey said to him : “Brother Eurkett, we hfethodists believe in sudden conversion, and we believe that
a converted man can usually give the time and place
of his conversion. Please tell us the tiine and place of
your conversion to the cause of the South.” Dr. Wiley
remarked to me that Mr. Eurkett seemed embarrassed
and was not able to give a satisfactory answer to this
question, whereupon I remarked: “If I had been in his
place, I would have said: ‘Dr. Wiley, it is none of
your business.’ ’’ He repliecl : “And that would have
been right.” 13s apology for asking the question was
that he simply .wished to help the Conference to get at
what they wanted.
The Journal has no record of the preamble bf the
report of the committee which considered the cases of
the brethren accused of disloyalty, but I find it preserved in the Soiitlzeriz Advocate. I have been fortunate in preserving a copy of one issue of that paper.
Its title is “Sozitlimt Advocate. A Family Newspaper devoted to News, Religion, Temperance, Agriculture, and the Interests of the South generally.” W.
JV. Neal and M. L. Comann were editors and proprietors. The copy before me is Volume I., No. 31, and
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the place and date are Uristol-Gootlson, 1-a. and Tenn.,
Thursday, Sovember 6, IS&.
In this paper I find editorial mention of the Xthens Conference as follo.ctrs:
Upon the great question noFv exciting the couiitw it took
decided ground. No unsafe brother was to go abroad nifh
his character indorsed by the Conference, to clan with tories, to
instigate rebellion, to incite to senile insurrection throughout
the country, and thus to be a general emissary of treason. h
man who is untrue to his country in such a crisis will not do to
trust in his fidelity to God and his Church. The Conference
started off on the right foot both in the pulpit and in its deliberative capacity.

The opening Conference sermon was preached by
Dr. Wiley. His text mas Galatians i. 7, 8: ‘%ut there
shall be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. Eut though we, or an angel from
heaven, .preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” The sermon took the Southern view of domestic slavery, declared that the Southern pulpit had
not done its duty in expounding the biblical teachings
of the Old and New Testament Scriptures on the subject, while the clerical fanatics of the Sorth had been
fulminating <heir higher law, abolition heresies. He
insisted that Southern preachers should more faithfully discharge their duty t o the Church and country
by preaching a whole gospel to master and servant as
such. H e charged that the ministry of the Xorth were
largely instrumental in creating the peculiar complexion of popular sentiment which had culminated in the
destruction of the Union, and said that, while the
Southern ministry hac1 done much toward the perma-
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iieiit success of the Confederacy, they ought to do
inore, not by shouldering arms and marchiiig to the
tented field to mingle in the bloody strife, the shock of
battle and clash of arms, but, while engaged in the
inore legitimate duties of their holy calling, by cultivating unity of thought and purpose and a spirit of
loyalty, sacrifice, and endurance .among the people.
These were radical utterances of a man usually
calm and dispassionate, but they certainly embodied
the spirit by which the Conference was a t that time
animated. .
The preamble referred to above I copy froiii the
Southei.n Advocate as follows :
The committee to whom was referred for suitable itivestigation certain complaints against the following Iiamed brethren, W. H. Rogers, W. H. H. Duggan, William C. Daily,
Jesse A. Hyden, Patrick H. Reed, John Spears, James Cumming, Thomas H. Russell, and Thomas P. Rutherford, beg
leave to present the following:
Solemnly impressed with the duty and responsibility devolving on this Conference touching the exceedingly delicate
and momentous issues involved in any action which i t may
take in reference to its scriptural and ecclesiastical relations
to the great and terrible controversy now shaking the foundations of Church and State, your committee feel constrained to
preface their specific report in the case of the brethren above
mentioned with the declaration of a few general facts essential
in their judgment to the proper exhibition before the public
mind of the causes and reasons of such recommendatory action
on the part of this Conference as is hereinafter set forth.
The jnrisdiction of the General Conference of the Nethodist Episcopal Chnrch over tlie Conferences in the slaveholdi n g States having been entirely dissolved in May, 1845,by a
convention of delegates formally appointed in pursuance of a
“Plan of Separation” adopted by t h e General Conference of

the blethodist Episcopal Church in 184.4,the Church in the
slaveholding States, in her primary assemblies and the Quarterly and -4llnual Conferences, with a unanimity unparalleled
in ecclesiastical history, approved the course of the delegates
and declared her conviction that a separate and independent
jurisdiction was necessary to her existence and prosperity.
111 the South and Southwest at that time (a conviction since
attested by the most overwhelming proofs) the continued agitation of the subject of slavery and its actual and practical
abolition in some parts of the South not only rendered necessary but absolutely demanded separation from the Northern
portion of the Church in order to the successful preaching of
the gospel in the Sonth and the establishment of Christ’s
kingdom in the hearts of both master and slave.
The history of the Nethodist Episcopal Church, South,
since its formal organization in 1845 has furnished, and still
furnishes, multiplied evidences of the wisdom and far-reaching
sagacity of the fathers and chief pastors of Southern Methodism a t that time in having divorced themselves and their
flocks from the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of those who came
amongst them as wolves in sheep’s clothing, openly and covertly
undermining the foundations of our social system, stirring up
internal commotion, aiding and counseling the sedition and
insurrection of our slaves by alienating them from their masters and disaffecting them toward their providential allotment.
I t is with profound regret that it remains to be written,
as the sequel of this unholy and antiscriptural crusade of
abolition fanaticism and higher law infidelity against the
Southern Church and Southern institutions generally, that it
has eventually culminated in the permanent and irrevocable
dissolution of the Federal government and has forced up011
the sovereign people of the SoLtthern States ( a s in the case
of the Southern Methodists in 1844) the ineradicable conviction that the only alternative left them in the providence of
God is to appeal to the Sovereign df the universe for the
righteousness of their cause and, under his blessing and guidance, to organize for themselves a government founded upon
the great principles of justice and equity, for mutual protec-
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rioil and f o r the better security of all those rights of religion
and good society guaranteed to us and all orher peoples by
the God of heaven. It cannot now be gainsaid, with all the
lights before us, that to the people of the Confederate States
has been committed in a sense true of no other people on the
face of the globe the guardianship and moral and intellectual
culture of the African race; and that the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, is, t o a great extent, charged, in the providence of God, with the religious destiny of the colored man.
Peculiarly and intimately related to the institution of domestic slavery in the Confederate States, as the hfethodist
Episcopal Church, South, has ever been, and deeply involved
as she is in the future weal of that people, it is gratifying to be
able to state that still, as ever, she holds it to be her religious
duty to throw the whole weight of her influence, ministerial
and lay, into the scale against the encroachments of religious
fanaticism and infidelity.
It was no unnatural result, therefore, that the ministry and
membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, as a
whole, alike because of her historical antecedents and her doctrinal peculiarities, touching Southern institutions generally
and this institution especially, should be found arrayed side by
side with the great masses of the Southern people in religiously
tontending in part for the very same rights-political, civil,
and religious-for the security of which they were compelled,
in 184, to adopt measures for a separate and 1,idependent
ecclesiastical organization.
And now that the Abolitionists and Black Republicans of
the North, in and out of Northern Churches, have inaugurated, without just provocation, causelessly and bickedly, a
terrible and relentless warfare of invasion, plunder, and wholesale confiscation against all our rights of property, person, and
conscience by an utter and base prostitution of all sacred
sanctions of constitutional liberty, with the repeatedly avowed
object of subjugation o r extermination, the people called
Southern Methodists could not so far forget their past history or become so blinded to their providential destiny as not
to perceive, with the clearness of a sunbeam, that the success
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of the Federal government, in any form and under any circumstances as at present related to this terrible controversy,
could only eventuate in the utter destruction of Southern
llethodism, as well as of true republican liberty.
And now, moreover, that the Southern States, unaer the
blessing and providence of Almighty God, have been enabled
t o organize themselves into a permanent Confederacy, with all
the machinery of government in motion, and with all its resources, internal and foreign, laid under contribution for the
preservation and perpetuity of our political, civil, and religious
rights, your committee, in common with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, as a whole, hold it to be the religious
duty of her ministry and membership within the limits of
this Confederacy not only to be subject to the supreme authority of our country where they may reside, but also to use
all laudable means to enjoin obedience to its established powers. The Scriptures and Discipline of our Church enforce
these obligations. Touching the duty with which your committee has been charged on behalf of this Conference of Southern Methodist preachers, invested with the spiritual oversight
of a flock of perhaps fifty thousand souls, they beg leave to
say they are pained at the very thought that any suspicion,
much less well-grounded complaint of disloyalty to our establishel government, or of disaffection to and want of sympathy with our government in its earnest and mighty struggle
against its ruthless foes for the blessings and rights of political and religious liberty, should lie against or attach to any
member of this body.
They feel constrained, furthermore, to say that for the sake
of n o t only themselves and this Conference, but for the sake
of all the people of our various charges, no member af this
body is held obnoxious to complaints or allegations because
of former or present opinions touching the abstract political
questions of secession and revolution, and that such a representation of the acts of this body would be as false as malicious.
But now that these questions have assnmed a concrete form
and under the inspiration of abolition fanaticism have kindled the fires of the most brutal and.rnthless warfare ever
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known in the history of man, involving every interest, political
and religious, held to be most sacred and absolutely vital to
the present and future weal of our pebple, it is the'deliberate
and religious conviction of your committee that no patriot,
n o Christian, and, least of all, no Christian minister who
claims to be a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, and a citizen of the Confedera'te States of America,
and who is presumed to be even partially acquainted with the
merits of this unhappy controversy, can throw the weight of
his opinions, words, or acts into the scales of our enemies
against us with moral impunity or with a conscience void of
offense toward God and his fellow countrymen. Therefore, in
the judgment of your committee, the following simple principles are held to be true and unanswerable :
I. The Word of God and the Discipline of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, as far as it respects civil affairs,
make it the religious duty of Christians, and especially all
Christian ministers, t o be subject to the supreme authority of
the country where they may reside, and to use all laudable
means to enjoin obedience to its established powers. (See
Rom. xiii. 7; Titus iii. I ; I Pet. ii. 13 ; Discipline, p. 129.)
2. The Scriptures make it a duty to offer supplications,
prayers, and intercession for rulers and all in authority, that
we may lead quiet and peaceful lives in all godliness and
honesty. (See I Timothy ii. I.)
3. I n a moral point of view a willful and persistent violation of these preceptive truths of the gospel and religious
obligations involve legitimately a grave offense against the
Word of God and the Discipline of the Church.
Your committee hold, therefore, that in applying these
general principles as a test of moral character in this body,
instead of being liable by such action to the imputation of
instituting an inquisition into the peculiar abstract political
dogmas of any member, we are only fulfilling our obligation
to God and the Church in thus guarding its purity and integrity.
A true extract from the minutes.
J. W. DICKEY,
Assistant Secretary.
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This preamble was, as I am informed, written by
Dr. Kennedy. It is in his characteristic style-scholarly, diffuse, and stately.
In addition to the above, the following items of
business were transacted by the Conference :
The death of Elbert F. Sevier, who died Saturday
of the Conference, was announced, and James Atkins
was by vote of the Conference requested to preach his
memorial sermon, but was afterwards excused.
The Conference by vote requested the bishops to
call an extra General conference, and delegates were
elected as follows: E. E. Wiley, J. S. Kennedy, James
Atkins, John M. hIcTeer, William Robeson, R. 34.
Stevens, and John H. Erunner. Reserves :A. W. Cuniniings ancl T. K. Catlett.
The regular General Conference was to have met in
May, 1862, but did not materialize on account of the
condition of the country.
At this session the Conference resolved to establish
a Conference organ, as the Nasliville CIzrisfiaiz Adaocafe had been suspended owing to the occupation of
Nashville by the Federals. A coinniittee consisting of
E. E. Wiley, T. K. Catlett, C. W. Charlton, J. B. G.
Kinsloe, A. W. Cuinmings, and C. Long was appointed
with full authority to establish a Conference paper,
with two provisos : ( I ) That it should be a strictly religious paper, and (2) that the Conference should incur no financial responsibility. The paper was established in a short time under the title of Holstoiz Iozw? i d ; ancl Charles W. Charlton, a local preacher, was
elected editor. It was a lively paper while it lasted,
ancl was well patronized. Cut the enterprise perished
in the occupation of Knoxville by General Burnside.
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George W. Alexander tendered his resipation as
treasurer of the Aiiibrister Fund, and John H. Erunner was elected to fill the vacancy.
TVarilke as the Conference in its present session
had been, the hearts of the preachers yearned for
peace. T. I<. Catlett presented resolutions, which were
adopted, pledging the preachers and people to observe
such days of fasting and prayer as the Confederate
government might set apart from time to time, and to
pray for peace. Timothy Sullilis also offered resolutions, which were adopted, requesting preachers and
worshiping assemblies throughout the Conference “at
every religious service to pray for our distracted and
afflicted country, for divine protection and direction in
all our dangers and troubles, and for peace on terms
that would glorify God and bless mankind.”
Admitted oil trial : Henry C. Neal, Tobias F. Smyth, James
E. Niece, George W. Hicks, Joshua S. Brooks.
Readmitted : Thomas J. Pope, Nitchell P. Swaim.

Located : Conaro D. Smith, John UT. Bowman, Willis Ingle,
Riley A. Giddeiis, Patrick H. Reed, William Hicks, James S.
Edwards, S. S. Sweet, William C. Daily.
Discontinued : Edward Dawn, Williaiii I-I. Talley, John W.
Dodson, Thomas -4. Cass, Thomas R. West, William P. Cooper, Thomas P. Rutherford.
Superannuated : Joseph Haskew, David Fleming, Rufus 31.
Stevens, William Robeson, Timothy Sulliiis, Daniel B. Carter,
U’iley B. TVinton, Thomas I<. hlunsey, R. W. Patty, James W.
Belt, John Alley, Moses 13. Spencer.
Transferred to Mississippi Conference : G. W. Alexander.
Expelled : John Spears.
Died: EIbert F. Sevier.
Numbers in society: White, 55,395 ; colored, 4,235. Total,
jg,630. Increase, 6,674.

Local preachers, j9o; traveling preachcrq, r j r .
Collected for missions, $;,QQo.zO.

’IYilliam C. Daily was a good, sweet-spirited man of
respectable preaching talents. He aitern.artls affi!iaterl
with the Alethodist Episcopal Church, labored in it in
East Tennessee, and died within i t 9 pale. His brotherin-law, Crockett Godby, was a chaplain in the Confederate army.
John W. Cowman mas a native of Yancey (now
’Rlitchell) County, Iu. C. ,He had a portly and elegant
person. H e had a good English education; his oratorical powers were rather superior; he was a harmless, loving, and lovable man. His son, William, who
was educated at Emory and Henry College, is said to
have graded as high in student scholarship as any
young man who was ever a student of that institution.
Brother Bowman labored mgny years in the Holston
Conference and ‘later in the Western North Carolina
Conference, and died in the work in. that Conference.
James S. Edwards was an honest but eccentric man.
IVhile in the regular work lie found the attendance a t
one of his week day appointnients distressingly small.
After preaching there one day, he announced his nest
appointment a t that place thus: ”I have been trying .
to preach Jesus to this people to the be?t of m y ability, but from the way the people turn out to preaching
I judge that Jesus is not popular in this neighborhood.
Please tell the people that when I come again I will
give them the devil.” At his nest appointment he had
a good congregation, and his text was I Peter v. S:
“Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
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he may devour.’’ The sermon made a good impression, the attendance at that place became good, a n d
the Church enjoyed quite a revival during the year.
George TV. Alexander was born in Rhea County,
Tenn., July 2, 1813; joined the Nethodist Episcopal
Church on probation in September; 1829 ; experienced
a change of heart and was macle indescribably happy
in the love of God June 21, 1829. H e was appointed
Sunday school teacher the following summer ; licensed
to exhort in 1833 ; and licensed to preach by the Rev.
John Henninger, presiding elder, in August, 1836, at
a quarterly meeting held on Chickamauga Creek. H e
was admitted into the Holstoh Conference at Reems
Creek, N. C., in 1836. H e labored in the. Conference
on sixteen circuits, three stations, four districts, a n d
was one year Agent of Emory and Henry College. H e
was married three times. His first wife was Miss
Lavicy Sturm; his second, Miss Lizzie Smith; and his
third, Mary A. Eallew. He was transferred to the
Mississippi Conference in 1802. In that Conference.
he served on Eonpierre Circuit three years and Mt.
Olivet Circuit one year, and then located.
Brother Alexander’s early religious opportunities
were of the best. H e was brought up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. His father could scarcely
be equaled as citizen, parent, and especially as Christian.
He was constant in his private devotions, always holding family worship morning and evening ;he faithfully
kept the quarterly fasts, and attended public worshjp
on week days and Sabbaths. H e was a class leader f o r
more than forty years, often holding two class meetings at different places in one day. His zeal as an ex-
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horter and local preacher was remarkable, and, though
lacking in the graces of elocution, his efforts isere always effective. The son f o l l o ~ e dhim as he followed
Christ, and closed his happy and useful career at Phcenix, IIIiss., on the 26th day of June, 190’7,
aged eightyeight years, eleven months, and twenty-four days.
The writer was intimately acquainted with Brother
Alexander and enjoyed his warmest friendship. H e
was a meek, quiet, prudent, and well-rounded man. As
a friend he was genial and affectionate, and his social
qualities were of a high order. He had a good English
education, his reading had been considerable, and his
rhetoric as a writer and speaker was polished. As a
preacher he was always thoughtful and evangelical.
Usually, however, he was somewhat deficient in animation and magnetism. But the subject and occasion
sometimes aroused him ; and on such occasions his oratory was overwhelming, bearing down all before it like
a Johnstown flood. The lion was in him, and needed
only to be aroused.
He was so popular in Mississippi that in the section
where he lived he almost had a monopoly of marrying and preaching f.uneral sermons and perforniiiig funeral ceremonies. The couples scarcely felt married
and survivors scarcely felt that their deceased friends
had been properly buried unless it was done by Father
Alexander, such was the high and loving estimation
in which he was held.
Coqaro Dragton Smith, eighth son of Saniuel and
Mary Smith, was born in Buncombe County, N. C.,
ApriI I, 1813;and died at his home, near Franklin,
Macon County, N. C., January 30, 1894. He had

English and Welsh blood in liis veins. H e was educated in good subscription schools, which were kept
in tlie fall and winter. These furnished him all his
school advantages ; But his father had a small library
of useful books, which Coiiaro eagerly read. He
clerlced at one time for Smith SZ XcElroy, on Caiiey
River, in l-ancey County, N. C. This firm made tlie
manufacture of green ginseng root a specialty. Their
operations in ginseng were iii what are now aladison.
Yaticey, Buncombe, llitchell, Watauga, h s h e , and Allegheny Counties, N. C., along the northern spurs of
the Iron hlouiitains and the Roam and Yaiicey Call,
in Tennessee. The year Conaro Smith was with the
firm ( 1837) the aiiiount of green ginseng collected
and handled at the factories was something over 86,000
pounds. This yielded about 25,000 pounds of choice
clarified root, which was barreled and shipped to Philadelphia, aiirl was designed for the Chinese market.
byhen Yaticey County was established, John W. IIcElroy, a lifelong LIethodist, was elected tlie first clerk
of the Superior Court, and Conaro Smith became his
deputy. In 1836, a t a camp ineeting held at Caiiey
River Camp Ground by the Rev. Charles I<. Lewis, at
that time preacher in charge of Reems Creek Circuit,
Dr. Smith professed conversion and joined thc Methodist Church. In June, 1837, lie was licensed to
preach, atid in the same year was admitted into the
l-iolston Conference. In the year 1S41-42lie was on
the Jonesboro Circuit, assisted by SVilliaiii Hicks ; and
that year the two succeeded in adding- to the membership of the circuit eight hundred persons. The fourth
quarterly meeting of the circuit that year was held at
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Erusli Creek Camp Ground, the present site of Johll-

son City. A t that meeting two persons were instantly
killed by lightning during divine service. It was the

hour of the Sunday night service. The Rev. 'IVilliam
Nilburn had closed a sermon full of pointed appeals
to sinners, and quite a number had come to the altar.
The atmosphere was heavy and murky. It was densely cloudy, with low, rumbling thunder; flashes of
lightning were frequent. Three young persons were
standing in the door of a tent, a frame building, which
was about twenty feet in the rear of the pulpit. They
were: iLIiss Mary Taylor, sister of the late Rev. Dr.
Sathaniel G. Taylor, of Carter County, Tenn. ; a young
X r . Miller, of North Carolina; and a young man by
the name of Gillespie. The two young gentlemen had
their arms across each other's shoulders. T h e three
stood close together, with Rlr. Gillespie in the middle.
Xiss Taylor was leaning her head against the door
post, near which stood a stubby Spanish oak thirty
or forty feet high. The three were intently watching
the exercises at the altar when a bolt of lightning
struck the door post about two.and a half feet above
Miss Taylor's head, splitting the post down to her
head. It passed through Gillespie to Miller and thence
went to the ground. bliss Taylor, who fell at the feet
of her brother Nathaniel, and young Miller were instantly killed ; while Gillespie, though terribly shocked,
recovered. Several persons in the adjoining tent were
severely shocked, among whom was Dr. Numa F.
Reid, who was then a student at Emory and' Henry
College and was afterwards a leading member of the
North Carolina Conference. The whole surface of the
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encampment was inipregnated with electricity. Persons at remote points in the tents were slightly shocked.
The congregation was a large one, and the seats under the large shed were pretty well filled. .A few seats
back from the altar the people were standing, and farther back they were standing on the seats, the whole
presenting the appearance of an amphitheater. TT’hen
the explosion occurred the large assembly sank down
to their seats with a universal scream, for they were
all more or less shocked. Dr. Smith was standing in
the altar conducting the altar exercises. He was
shocked and nearly thrown to the earth. Every face
seemed awestricken. The news flew over the country
with great rapidity, and by the hour of service nest
day persons had arrived froin Elountville, Jonesboro,
Kingsport, Elizabethton, and other places. Dr. Samuel Patton, who was the presiding elder at the time,
preached that day what was considered by many .the
sermon of his life. His text was Exodus xxxiii. 21, 2 2 ,
23. Dr. Smith in his autobiography describes the sermon as follows:
For profound moral philosophy as it stands related to God,
for clear and forcible argument showing the solidity of the
foundation on which the believer stands and the source of his
refuge and safety in the hour of danger, and for broad, lucid
discussion of the hidden wisdom of God in the divine adininistration, I have never heard the sermon excelled. It came in
great flashes of light that startled the audience and rounded
up into periods that thrilled every nerve. It was one of those
grand productions of the old pioneer cavalry brigade of Methodism which belonged t o a period that has finally passed away.

On the 2Ist of September, 1847, Dr. Smith was rnarried at the %fiddle Brook Paper Mills, near Knoxville,
%I
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Tenn., to hlargaret R., daughter of Capt. Marcus D.
Eearden.
Dr. ‘Smith sersred some years as a presiding elder,
and he was a member of the General Conference of
1850, which met in St. Louis. In I853 he was appointed agent of the American Cofonization Society,
but held this position only a short time.
Dr. Smith’s principal laurels, if he is to be judged
from the standpoint of the world, were won in the
field of science. Owing to impaired health, he found
it necessary to retire from the regular ministry. His
nianner of life after this I will allow hiin to narrate in
his own language :
Having had from an early day a taste for mineralogy and
geology, and believing that the geologic history properly interpreted harmonized with the Mosiac account of creation, I
gave those subjects some attention through my whole active
miqisterial life and acquired some knowledge of them. During
the gear 1853 I made some expert explorations in Northwestern Georgia, Southeast Alabama, and Carroll and Grayson
Counties, Va. During these explorations, which were chiefly
made for copper, I discovered molybdic ocher in Herd County,
Ga. My health was gradually failing; and, finding the limestone water of East Tennessee unfavorable to my health, I returned to the moutitains of Western North Carolina in a state
of physical prostration. I purchased a small farm and settled
down upon it. While I have made farming my chief means
of supporting my family, I have devoted a good deal of my
time to the study of geology and mineralogy. On my return
to the mountains I struck out with pick and hammer and books
in good earnest amongst these grand and beautiful mountains,
resolved to know their geological structure and mineral resources. Thus associating with nature in all its unmutilated
beauty as seen in its noble forests and charming scenery, and
using the pure cold water which comes gushing from the old

crystalline gneiss, and drinking in the ddicious and intosicating mountain air, together with pkasant tnents! laliurs, I
recovered a reasonable degree of healti;. These
science are eniinently kindergarten in their chracter. They
are indeed objectiye, and cannot be fully under.-tuvd I\ i t h u t
specimens before the eje, and even then t h e sictly of the
specimens iii the cabinet or lecture room caiiiio~attain t h e
readiness and accuracy of recognition \\-vhicli the held afiords
for comparison.

When Dr. Smith began his geological explorations
of the North Carolina mountains, this great mountain
domain was credited before the world with only ten
mineral species. To this list he added a large number.
During his life he collected a considerable cabinet of
mineral specimens. I saw it, and was surprised and
delighted with the great variety of rocks d i i c h lie had
gathered and preserved, from different parts of the
earth, and especially from the Sorth Carolina and
Tennessee mountains. It would have been a respectable cabinet for any college. I know not d:at tlisposition was made of it after his death.
A t one time he visited me in Morristown and spent
a day or two. TVe had at that time a mineralogist living in the place, whose business it was to prospect for
minerals. I introduced Dr. Smith to him as himself a
mineralogist. This gentleman, whose name I have
forgotten, seemed anxious to test the knowledge of
my guest. H e brought out stone after stone which
Dr. Smith was ableto name at sight, such as different
kinds of iron, copper, zinc, lead ore, etc. A t length he
produced a rock, and after a slight examination Dr.
Smith said, “This kind of ore cannot be found east of
the Mississippi,” and he was informed that it was

from Colorado. Finally aiiothcr rock was pro !uccd,
\vIiich the gentleman 110 doubt thought nioultl puzzle
our Holston amateur. At this poiiit Dr. Smith found
it necessary to use a magnifying glass, ant1 then observed, “This rock does not belong to the crust of the
earth ; it is an aerolite ;” and such it was. I was proud
of the triumphant manner in which this Methodist
preacher stood the examination. Indeed, he had a
wonderful acquaintance with geology and mineralogy
-an acquaintance which aniounted to more than learning; it evidenced genius of no ordinary character.
Hiwassee College, in Tennessee, did itself credit
by conferring upon Conaro D. Smith the degree of
Doctor of Divinity. I t is a wonder that some college
or university did not confer upon him the degree of
LL.D. ; but kissing goes by favor, and Dr. Siiiith was
a modest man who did not press his claims to recognition.
The immediate cause of Dr. Smith’s death -was an
attack of grippe, but its primary cause was a hurt
which he received two years before his death. While
crossing Nantahala Mountain between Hayesville, in
Clay County, and IIacon County, N.C., on horseback,
he attempted to alight. Placing his foot on the surface
root of a tree, which was wet and slippery, his foot
slipped and, losing his balance, he fell, fracturing o r
dislocating his thigh bone at the joint. H e was so
shocked that he was unable to move, and he lay on the
cold, damp ground from three o’clock in the afternoon
till nine o’clock the next morning. This being an utifrequented path, he might have lain there till he died ;
but a man from Clay County, as a good Providence
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it. happeiml to be criJs+ing the tnoiinlaiii
o , foot,
~
and, discovering him and Eecuriiig help, conv ayed him to a residence a fen miles an a). So great
n ere his suffering, that for a !ear he never ?kpt escept through the influence of narcotics, and theti he
slept sitting in a chair. €ut he \vas able to walk a
little, bJ- the help of crutches, the last >ear of his life.
lyhile confined to his chair he \ v o t e a short autobiography. from nhich I 1iav.e gathered many of the
facts and words recorded above. Sotwithstanding his
great suffering, his iiiind remained remarkably clear to
the last.
TT'hen Dr. Smith was hurt and'lay helpless on the
l d leave him. H e
ground, his faithful horse ~ ~ o u not
attempted to drive him away, so that the empty saddle might advertise the mishap : but the horse stubbornly refused to leave. It n a s raining part of the time,
and Dr. Smith had nothing to, shield him from the
rain and a September night atmosphere but an alpaca
overcoat and an umbrella.
Dr. Siiiitli had niade the trip into Clay County for
Prof. Holmes, the State Geologist, for the purpose of
collecting timber and minerals for an exhibit at the
15-orld's Fair.
Xrs. Smith lived a little more than two years after
her hushantl's death. They had eight children, of
n.liom only five reached maturity-four
bo! s and one
girl.
Dr. Smith left a small farm of some thirty acres,
which is now on-nccl by his son, Frank T. Smith.
Dr. Smith ~ ~ i e l d ethe
d pen of a ready writer. In a
number of biographical sketches written for the Hol~ T O L I ~have
L~
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s ~ o i i-1lrtlzodkt he rentlered valuable historical service
t o the Church and country. These sketches related al-

most exc!Lisidy to Holston preachers, and his etchings tlrawn from personal acquaintance atid experience xere graphic. I have used them freely in the
three volumeS of this work. In October, 1888, he
preached before the Holston Conference at Asheville,
S. C., his semicentennial sermon, which was published in pamphlet form. In the annual report of the
Eoard of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution for
the year 1S76 may be found a carefully written article
on “-Ancient Mica Xines in Sorth Carolina” from the
pen oi Dr. Smith. In Prof. IS’. C. Kerr’s work,
“Sort11 Carolina Geology,” Appendix D, is an article
entitled ”Corundum and Its -1ssociated Rocks,” also
an ”Essay on the Geology of \Vestern North Carolina,” by Dr. Smith. These articles display accurate
knoviledge of the subjects treated, and they place
him among the greatest scientists of the Old North
State.
During the Conference year of 1862-63 a prominent layman of the Church within the bounds of the
Abingdoti Circuit died. H e was the father of the author, and I feel a delicacy in devoting space to hiin in
this work; but he was such an active and influential
Methodist and his life was so interwoven in the history
of his section that, as a faithful historian, I cannot
omit mention of his character and doings.
John TIr. Price was a Soli of Richard Price and Priscilla Crabtree. H e was born in Russell County, Ira.,
April 9, 1794:and died at his home, in Washington
County. T-a., April 15, 1863. His ancestors or1 his fa-
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ther’s side w e r e of TYelsh blood and the Quaker religion. O n e of his ancestors crossed the ocean with
l%lliam Penn in 1682, and obtained possession of a
few lots in t h e infant town of Philadelphia. Richard
Price was of this stock, and was probably born in that
town. S o m e t i m e after the middle of the eighteenth
century he a n d his brother Thomas came to what is
now R u s s e l l County, 1-a., when it was almost an unbroken wilderness and when the daring adventurers
who settled i n it were in constant danger from the
Indians.
Richard Price entered several thousand acres of
what is known as the Elk Garden lands, and there
built and lived. H e married Priscilla, a daughter of
\\‘illiam C r a b t r e e , viho at the time owned a body of
land e m b r a c i n g what is now Saltville, Ya. His wife’s
mother, Mrs. Tjt’illiam Crabtree, was a NcHenry and
probably a sister of the Rev. Earnabas AIcHenry, of
ecclesiastical celebrity.’ During the latter part of her
life she spun, wove, and bleached flax linen and made
a h u n d r e d garments of underwear, remarking that
when s h e w a s dead she wished her daughters to see
what her fingers had been about.
Richard Price was a person of powerful physical
manhood. I n his build he was well proportioned, a little inclined t o obesity, and weighing about two hundred
a n d t w e n t y pounds. The fame of his strength and
activity went abroad, and a bully from Kentucky came
horseback a considerable distance to have a slugging
niatch yith him. Mr. Price replied that he was not
’ S e e Voluiiie

I., pp.
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a figlitiiig man, but the stranger insisted SO earnestly
Llpoll a fight that he consented. -4s he was iakiiig off
11;s Sllirt, the stranger, Aeeing his pon-erful muscles, attacked hiin before he was stripped. Price as quickly
as possible tore the shirt of3 and then addressed himself to the task of conquering his adversary, which
Tvas quickly accotnplished. At the regulation cry of
"Enoq$ !" the battle ceased. -After getting his diniier and his horse fed at Nr. Price's. the bully left,
satisfied that there was one better man than himself.
The family tradition places this slugging match before
the conversion of X r . Price.
Richa'rd and Priscilla Price had nine cliildren-seven sons and two daughters. John JYesley was the
fifth of the nine. H e married Nary Xiller, of Washington Count];, T7a. H e r father, Capt. Joseph Miller,
a man of German extraction, was a well-to-do farmer,
a inan of intelligence, of probity, and of great syminetry of character. H e for a time represented his county
in tlie Legislature of T'irginia, aiid was a member
when Lafayette macle his first visit to the United
States after tlie Revolutionary J5'ar. EIe voted for an
appropriation for a banquet in honor of Lafapette;
ant1 for this vote, which was considered a piece of extravagance, his constituents refused to be represented
by him again. He was for long years chairman of
the County Court of M'ashington Count>-,and a more
prudent and iiiipartial chairinail that court never had.
I lived with my Grandfather Miller several months,
atteiiding school. H e had a large, symmetrical person and wcighetl nearly two huntlrerl pounds. His
conlplexion was fair, aiid his features were expressive
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of intelligence and beneyolence. I never saiy him ang r ~ - . He always spoke to his servants and his cliiltireii in affectionate terms ; and although lie had a
strong will and strict notions of right, he never grumbled and his family government ran like cloc1;n-ork.
He always addressed liis cliiltlreii and grandchildren
in terms of endearment, such as Johnnie, Richey, etc.
His honest, genial smile x a s but the outward expression of a heart of perpetual sunshine. He was a subject of saving grace ; but having been reared under
Eaptist influence, ivliile his wives were liethodists
(for he was tnice married), he hesitated in tlie selection of a Church, intencling to join some Church, but
died suddenly without taking that step.
One of Richard Price’s sons, Thomas, spent much
of liis life as a niaii of the world, but when somewhat
aclvaiiced in age he became a Christian (Campbellite)
preacher. H e had eight sons that served in the TVar
between the States-four on one side and four on tlie
other. -411 of them were either killed or died in the
army. Thomas Price after marriage became a citizen of Iientucky, where he [lied.
Tl’illiam Price, another son of Richard Price, lived
and diet1 in Russell County, T’a. EIe was a man of
sprightly intellect, and mas an able speaker. He ran
for Congress at the time of the nullification controversy in South Carolina, and liis espousal of the cause of
nullification deicatetl him. On the e17e of his removal
to Nissouri lie was called to a better country, but left
a mill that compelled his family to go to Missouri.
His soli John was an able lawyer, and occupied the
bench for some years. IIe was a colonel in General
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Price’s army. Another son of Richard Price, Crabtree, niovecl to Springfield, 510. His son, William Cecil Price, v a s an eminent lawyer, a judge, a colonel
in General Price’s army, and Treasurer of the United
States under President Buchanan. Of him the Chicago Tribzine of hlarcli 26, 1899,remarked as follows :
Judge William C. Price, once the idol of the Southern
Confederacy, cordially hated by the abolitionists of mite bcllziiiz
times, arid Treasurer of the United States during the last
years of President Buchanan’s administration, lives in a
homelike, well-appointed, and cozy little flat on the North Side.
We will be eighty-four years old the first day of next month ;
and though his bodily infirmities keep him indoors, his eye i s
as clear and his mind as undimmed as they were a half century
ago, when he led his fellow countrymen of the South into t h e
losing side of the great struggle. H e declares himself unreconstrncted, uncoiivinced, and, therefore, unrepentant-one of
the last real simon-pure fire. eaters of the old Confederates.
H e is proud of the title of “the last of the Czsars” bestowed
upon him at one time by Henry Watterson, who greatly admired the sturdy old statesman of the Confederacy. Judge
Price believes as firmly that slavery is a divine institution as
he did when he turned over the keys of the United States
Treasury to Abraham Lincoln after the latter, recognizing his
sterling honesty, had offered him a reappointment to the place.
H e is a spirit that knows no compromise, and this is particularly true where a matter of principle is at stake. I t would
be as impossible to convince the old gentleman that he was
wrong on the slavery question as it would be to convince hiin
that the Lake Shore drive and Lake Michigan, which he looks
out upon daily, is the old homestead in Springfield, Mo.,
where he spent the greater part of his public chreer.

John W. Price was a man of good primary English
education, such as the common schools of the country
afforded at the time. His knowledge of his inother
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tongue, though not extensive, was critical and accurate as far as it went. His knowledge of the English
language was sufficiently accurate and his general
reading sufficiently extensive to cause him to fee1 at
home in the best-educated circles. In his younger
days he taught school and was in demand as a teacher in the primary branches. H e had received a large
part of his education under SIr. U 3 l Sl'ebb, a brainy
Englishman who lived and taught at Elk Garden. The
genius of this brilliant Englishman aftern-ards outcropped in his lineal descendants, l17illiam Elbert Slunsey and IVilI Webb Bays. Mr. Webb wrote a beautiful hand, almost as regular and legible as print. John
W. Price acquired that hand, and his writing was always admired. H e once executed a legal document,
which is perhaps now on file in the County Court Clerk's
office of Russell County, l-a., the handwriting of which
has been much admired. An intelligent man of experience was heard to say that it vias the most beautiful specimen of chirography he had ever seen.
H e kept himself well informed on the political issues of the country, and the Hon. Lafayette hIcMullin
once said that he was a strong tower of Democracy.
H e had a legal turn of mind, delighted in the study
of law, and was well versed in the statutes of his
State. H e was a lifelong justice of the peace, and was
for many years a member of the County Court of
Washington County, Va. His advice in matters of
business was often sought by his neighbors.
I scarcely know what to say of hiin as a farmer.
I would say of him that he was not a first-class farmer.
With two or three families of negroes and twelve
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hunclred acres of fertile lands in Russell and IVashiiigton Counties, m-liich would n o x sell for a hundred
and twenty thousand dollars, he ought to have made
large profits; but this he did not do. H e was inclulp i t to his seryants: they worked neither early nor
late. His granaries and meat house were never locked ;
his lands were never cultivated in the best style of
the art. Cut these clisadvantages were. offset by his
s1ireir.d business talent, his marvelous knowledge of
human nature, his capacity for utilizing the skill and
industry of his numerous tenants, his excellent judgment of live stock, and his trading ability. Where
there are negroes there is always waste; but he was
able to keep out of debt, to lay up a little money, and
to gire his children a college education. His daughters had good educational advantages, and his sons
were allowed to go to school as long as they pleased.
Himself not a classical scholar, he was a lifelong
patron of the higher education. He was one of the
charter nienibers of Emory and Henry College, the
first President of its Board of Trustees, and a ineinber of the board as long as his health allowed.
His servants had great confidence in Iiim and respect for him. We never struck one of them a blow, old
or young. His older servants never intentionally tlisobeyed him, and he turned the colored children over
to the tender mercies of their mothers, often not very
tender. Hc was not in the habit of doing manual labor himself. A neighbor complained ta Dick, one of
llr. Price’s negro inen, that his master did not labor
with his hands. The negro replied: “Yes, sir; but
when the hands of some men get tired, they are clone.”
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l l r . Price’s sons used to invite their fellow stutlents of
Einory and Henry College home u.ith thein. One day.
as the company were passing from the sitting room
into the dining rooiii. Dick observed closely the handsomely dressed young men ; and n-lien they had passed
out of hearing, he remarked : “They don‘t need brains
these clays to make a man ; a11 they need is the frame.
In the days when old master ]vas young these young
inen would have been idiots.” Dick indeed svas the
wit of the family. One day during a six n-eels’
drought, by which the corn of the country was shrise l h g and dying, Dr. Sneecl passed by a cornfield where
Dick svas plowing, and inquired: “Dick, is your mas:
ter’s corn suffering ?” “KO, Doctor,” said Dick wit11
a tone of sadness; “done sufferin’.”
LIr. Price‘s politics and business aEairs n-ere to him
secondary to his religion. H e was an authority on
Christian doctrine and Church polity. He often discussed religious questions with his neighbors, with
visitors, and even with ministers of the gospel. Dr.
JViley once preached a sermon at Kelly’s Chapel, the
place \There Nr. Price held his membership. in which
he took’the ground that the materials of the dead body
would not enter into the resurrection body-in other
xyords, that the resurrection will not be literal. AS
blr. Price and the preacher rode aivay from the church,
Dr. IYiley inquired of hiin how lie liked his view of
the resurrection, n-lien Jlr. Price replied : “They have
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have
laid him.” Dr. TI‘iley saw the point, and in rAating
the conversation lie remarked that he never preached
that doctrine afterwards.

3 34

HOLSTON NETHODISN.

Air. Price was a friend of the poor and the laboring
Illatl. H e granted to many poor men the privilege of
ctitting logs and building cabins on his farms for modest homes. In this way his farm in TVashington County \vas clotted over with log cabins. H e made it a rule
to try to bring to a howledge of salvation through
Christ all his tenants and their families, and he generally succeeded. These people rarely attended church
at first, pleading the excuse of lacking suitable clothing in which to appear in public. To obviate this difficulty he carried the gospel to them by holding prayer
meetings from house to house in their humble homes.
Through the instrumentality of these meetings scores
of people were saved. A revolutionary soldier and his
wife lived in one of these cabins. The veteran was an
avowed infidel :but by special personal instruction from
Mr. Price he and his wife were brought to Christ, and
both died rejoicing in the light of redeeming grace.
Often when a preacher came to spend the night Mr.
Price would send an invitation to his tenants, turn one
of his rooms into a chapel, improvising seats, atid thus
gave them an opportunity to hear preaching. His services to others were sornetinies rewarded by a ,rich experience of divine blessing in himself. H e was so
filled with the Spirit at one of the cabin prayer meetings that when he and his wife were returning home
he did not recognize his own fields, and asked her
whose land they were passing over, and then asked
what was growing on it. Returning from one of these
meetings one night, this God-intoxicated man did not
recognize his own dogs which ran to meet and welcome

him.
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Mr. Price persistently declined to be licensed as a
local preacher or even as an exhorter, but lie was always ready to speak a v o r d for his llabter. The only
offices in the Church which he would accept were those
o f steward and of class leader; but lie always exhorted at his class and prayer meetings;and I have
known him to occupy t‘he pulpit at camp meetings and
speak an hour at a time, so that the common people
thought that he was a preacher. His exhortations displayed fancy, wit, wonderful emotionality, and not infrequently genuine eloquence and spiritual power.
His genial, fun-loving spirit permeated his whole
life and made him a most desirable companion, and his
fund of anecdotes seemed inexhaustible. Iiis terse,
epigrammatic sayings fastened themselves on the meinory of those who heard him, so that they are repeated
to this day by the children and grandchildren of the
men of his generation. At one time he assisted the
Rev. Noah Baldwin, a Baptist preacher, in a revival
meeting. On the last Sunday of the meeting N r . Ealdwin administered the Lord’s Supper to his people, inviting to the table only Baptists. Mr. Price retired to
the rear of the church as a mere spectator of this solemn service ; but afterwarcls he rebuked the preacher,
saying: “What would you think of me if I were to invite you to a log-rolling, and, after you had labored
side by side with me all day, I should sit down at my
table to eat without inviting YOU to partake with me?”
For twenty years or more before his death Mr.
Price hac1 on his neck an ulcer which eventually caused
his death. Once a neighbor said to him, after they
had spent an hour in jovial conversation: “Mr. Price,
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I don’t see how you can be so cheerful when you lcnoiv
you have to die.” I-Ie replied: “I-Iow can yo11 be so
cheerful when you know you have to die?”
H e was called upon to decide a question of ownership between a hlr. Debusk and his servant Dick. During a freshet in the river Dick liad rescued a tub
ivhich had floated with the drift down the stream. Mr.
Debusk and Dick both claimed tlie tub, but referred
the dispute to Xi-. Price. He said: “Dick, suppose
Debusk’s wife had floated clown, and you had gotten
her out. Whose wife would she be ?” Dick replied :
“Take the tub, A h . Debusk; take the tub.” A friend
riding with him one (lay said: ‘‘Crother Price, when I
come to a bad road, I let my horse choose his way. Do
you?” “Yes,” he replied; “if I think my horse has
more sense than I have.”
My father had his faults. I heard him say that my
mother had never spoken an u&nd word to hiin. She
could not have said as much for him, although he loved
her with an unfailing devotion and was almost m i formly sweet in temper, cheerful arid optimistic. I-le
exercised an unstinted hospitality. H e never turned a
traveler from his door, and visitors were always abundantly welcome at his house, ancl they did not stay too
long for him. H e never made a bill against a traveler.
0ne.reason why he did not make greater profits as a
farmer and business man was his devotion to evangelistic work. As a revivalist and lay evangelist lie dcserves to be compared with Carvosso. So inuch of h i 3
time was given to attending camp meetings, quarterly
meetings, and revival meetings of his own and other
denominations, as well as to private efforts for the
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enlightennient and saivation or' his neighbors, that his
business was necessarilj- neglected. 7\Yhen he first removed to the TYashington County farm ljrtliodi-m
v a s scarcely known in that section, but \\-lien he die(!
it was one of the strongest Methodist communi&in the country.
His funeral sermon was preached a t the house by
Dr. IYiIey, and his remains were laid anay in the family graveyard. In an obituary notice of SIr. Price, Dr.
'GYiley said:
The subject of this sketch was a remarkable man and
would have been thus considered in any circle in which hi:
might h a \ e moved. Born and reared in the county of Ruasell,
in Southwestern Virginia, having but few advantages of early
culture, such as schools afford, he acquired, nevertheless, a
knowledge of inen and things, especially dix iiie things, such
as few men attain. He was endowed with intellect of high
order and superior discriminative posers; .
.. and facts
which most men would have passed by as unimportant incidents, apparently tri\ial in their character, often led him to conclusions both just and accurate, so much so that his declarations
o n some subjects were sometimes regarded as closely allied to
t h e prophetic. O n the evening before his death, when his
wife brought his supper to him, he remarked, "This is my last
supper," although he seemed not unusually ill.
S o t only in matters of business and in temporal and personal interests did he employ his gifts-nor did he use them
here as most would h a l e done, f o r he niiglit with his rare
powers have acquired a large fortune-but especially in spiritual things, in things pertaining to God, he mas wonderfully
sagacioas and profound. H e was a man of grear faith, a
buoyant Christian hope, and power with God.
.
It was not merely by searching the Scriptures, but by a long
and trying esperience that he v a s made acquainted with the
truth. I find in a journal which he kept for several years,
both before and after he professed religion, accounts of fear-
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ful heart struggles, signal defeats, and triumphs in his contests with the man of sin. Sometimes in these mental conflicts, under deep conviction for sin, he would become helpless
and lie for-hours unable to move. Light would finally break in
on his darkness, and his joys he describes as ineffable.

’

H e was perfectly conscious while dying, and he died
with Scripture sentences on his lips. His last words
were, “The rock ! the rock !” evidently meaning the
Rock of Ages.
Mrs. Mary Price, wife of John W. Price, the oldest
child of Capt. Joseph Miller and Susannah Lyons, was
born in Washington County, Va., March 3, 1802; and
died at her residence, near Glade Spring, Va., September I , 1886. H e r grandniother on her father’s side was
a McHenry, probably a sister of the Rev. Barnabas
McHenry. She professed religion and joined the
Methodist Church in her twentieth year, and was united in holy wedlock to John Wesley Price August 12,
1823. She was the mother of ten chilclren. All became inenibers of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, and were reared to years of maturity except
one, who died in boyhood. Her three sons that attained manhood became ministers of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. Two of them (1911)are
still alive. Three of her daughters married Methodist
preachers. A professor of religion for more than
threescore years, she was never known to say or do
anything inconsistent with her profession, to be under
a spiritual cloud, or to express a doubt of her filial relation to God. Her constancy in faith and hope can
be attributed, under the sovereign grace of God, only
to the thoroughness of her conversion and to her

extraordinary devotion’to the duties of the closet. She
lived much of her time upon her knees. She was often
overheard-not only while sick, but n-hile n-ell-praying for her children and friends by name. This \\.as
especially true when she v-as confined to her bed in
her last days. In her prime she n-as a faithful churchgoer and an attentive and intelligent hearer of the
word. She always spoke favorably of the preacher
and the sermon. Xo sermon was so poor or dry that
it had not food for her soul. Tl-hen after preaching
some one w ~ u l dcriticize the sermon unfavorably in her
presence, she would say, “If n-e will only do as the
preacher advised us to do. it will be well with us,’* or
make some other similar remark. Her education was
limited, but she was a diligent reader. She had a
strong, philosophical mind, reasoned safely. arid could
enter into the spirit of the profoundest discourses,
written o r spoken. I n her old age she was an almost
incessant reader, and her uiitlerstariding remained
vigorous to the last. She had a laudable ambition, especiallq- with reference to her family; and when her
sons were promoted, it gave her great satisfaction.
T.;l’lien it was announced to her that her son TVilliarn
had been appointed presiding elder, she re,marked :
“That is next to bishop.” She v a s a woman of even
temper. She was patient, industrious, unselfish. ”She
opened her mouth with wisdom, and in her tongue \\‘as
the law of kindness.” Yet she was candid and inflexibly honest and truthful.
She loved the Church and the minister nith a love
that never wavered. Her faith in Got1 never staggered. I n her religion she was not noisy nor demon-

3-40

EIOLSTON METI-IODISX

strative, though she was always ready to give a reason
for the hope that was in her. Her experience was
deep and intense. S o one’s religion was farther from
cant or pretense ; it was lived rather than professed.
She never fretted, never disobeyed her husband or
spoke an unkind word to him in his lifetime. She had
a tender and merciful coiicern for everybody, and
could not bear to see cruelty inflicted on any living
creature. She indulged to a fault in leniency toward
others, and performed many an act of drudgery rather
than require it of her children or servants. I say
“fault,” for this was a real fault. She did much drudgery with her own hands that should have devolved on
her servants. Eating the fault to which I have referred, she was a model mistress of slaves in the days
of slavery. She did to them that which was “just and
equal,” and they reposed perfect confidence in her as a
woman aiid Christian. She was to them a mother ratlier than a mistress. She never commanded them to do
anything, but always requested thein as gently as if
she were asking a favor. Tributes of unrestrained and
undimmed honor were rendered to her all along life
by all who knew lier, white or colored, rich or poor.
Such adife of godliness aiid sweet deeds of love left
its legitimate hallowed influence upon lier household,
who still cherish her memory as that of a precious
mother who was “blameless and harmless” and a child
of God “without rebuke.” She was timid and modest in expressions relating to her own experience. Eut
when she saw the last hour approaching, she volunteered to open her heart to her family inore freely than
was her wont. The second day before she died she

said to her son, Dr. TVilliani Price : ‘.iI*ell, I have been
living a long time, so as to be ready for this time.”
Dr. Price said : ‘LXother,do you feel that all is well ?’
She replied: “Yes; I have no fears. Cut I think a
bociy ought to keep on praying, and I want all the
children to help me. IYhen I set out to be religious, I
resolved to try to pray on my knees every three hours.
I have tried to keep up that habit; but, of course, a
part of the time I have been sick and could not kneel,
and had to pray in bed.”
She also said to her son that in reviewing her life
she feared that she had clone wrong in one respect:
she feared that she had made a difference between the
rich and the poor, that she had not been as kind to the
poor as she ought to have been. This confession was
the more remarkable, as the poor were never turned
away empty from her door, and she always treated
them as courteously as if they had been princes and
princesses.
She who had never wantonly inflicted pain on others
deserved what she had-a
quiet and painless departure. There was no scorching fever nor racking pain,
so gently did God let her down into the sweet rest of
the grave. She sleeps in the family graveyard, awaiting the resurrection of the just.
The Conference met in its fortieth session in Wytheville, Ira., October 7, 1863, Eishop Early President, and
E. E. Wiley and W. TV. Neal Secretaries.
In regard to the disciplinary cases, I quote from the
Journal as follows :
The cases of Laurence 11.Renfro, Jesse G. Swisher, W. H.
Rogers, and William Milburn were referred to the following
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presiding elder of the iZbingdon District, and Thomas H. Russell, who was referred to the presiding elder o i the district in
which he may live.

I t appears that the minutes of the session were
copied into the Journal by the Rev. Jacob R. Payne.
Only a part of the Thursday proceedings are recorded,
and the Journal contains this certifiiate :
At this point in the minutes I find a hiatus or break, owing
to a loss of a part of the papers of the Secretary of this session.
The papers were lost during the war.
J. E.PATSE,iissistaiit Stcretarj', 1866.

At the close of the Friday morning minutes Ifr.
Payne has another certificate as iol!oivs :

Xr: this point the regular daily proceedings, a s reported by
the Secretary, end; and in order to make a partial record, a t
least, we are compelled t o take the report of proceedings prepared by a committee of publication, although out of form for
this Journal.
.\SSISTAST
SECRETARY,
1866.

Fortunately, this abstract of the prxeedings t o
which Xr. Payne refers has rescued from oblivion
what would otherwise have been lost.
The writer attended this Conference, having missed
the Conferences of 1861 and 1862. -As soon as a motion was made to arrest the character of certain r n ion preachers, I arose and spoke substantially as foll0TV.S :
Bishop, I wish at this point in our proceedings to define

my position on the question now before us. In my opinion, the
Conference has no jurisdiction over purely political questions.
'Are have a right to inquire into a preacher's moral character,
but with his political opinions and his political actions we have
nothing to do. Our preachers honestly differ in politics, and
they have a right to differ. I take the ground that as long as
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our preachers who favor the Union maintain a good moral
character and faithfully discharge their duties as Methodist
preachers according to our book of Discipline we have no
right t o inflict on them any censure or any disabilities. W e
are an ecclesiastical, not a political, body; axid we have no
jurisdiction over political questions proper. I differ in sentiment with the brethren whom you propose to deal with. I
am sorry that they do’not think as I do, but I believe that to
arrest their character upon political grounds will be doing
them an injustice and will injure the cause which we propose
to benefit.

This is in substance what I said. I was young and
had not been in the habit of making speeches on the
Conference floor. I saw no signs of sympathy with
my views in the bbdy, although there may have been
more of it than was apparent on the surface; but no
member of the body publicly expressed any sympathy
with these views during the entire session. The Bishop summarily shoved aside my opposition and ruled
that the Conference had a right to arrest the character
of any preacher who sympathized with the Union
cause. During the session I urged my views again
and again, but seemingly to no purpose. When motions were made for the expulsion of certain brethren,
I objected on the ground that we had no legal right
to punish them without giving them due notice of complaints and without according to them the privilege of
a regular trial; but the Bishop ruled that they could
be tried then and there, and Jonathan L. Mann, William H. Rogers, William Milburn, and W. H. H. Duggan were expelled from the Church by mere resolution.
When it was proposed to arrest the character of
Dr. Cunnpngham on the ground of the uncertainty of
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his political attittitle, I arose anti stated that his x i i e
had written to her friends in -4biiigdon. as they had informed me, and had stated that the family were not
permitted to pass through the lines, and that the)- were
boarding with Airs. Tevis. I also stated that Airs.
Tevis was know1 to be a Union woman, and that Nrs.
Cunnyngham stated in the letter referrecl to that, although Dr. Cunnyngham ant1 herself differed in political sentiment from 3Irs. Tevis, the two families
were Iiviiig together harmoniously. I claimed that this
statement should settle the question of Dr. Cunngngham’s political soundness; and while I did not think
that a settlement o i that question should have had any
bearing on the question of passing his character, I was
glad to furnish the information. hoping that it might
save him from the niortification of having his character arrested and referred to a committee of investigation. Cut my statement of fact had about as much
weight as my statement of opinion had had. As evidence of the correctness of my statement in regard to
Dr. Cunnyngharn, I copy the following editorial paragraph from the Southem Adzlocate of Kovember 6,
1863, published at Eristol and edited by the Rev. W.
.
W. Keal, of the Holston Conference:
RCV. 777. G. E.
interesting Christian
minister has been for ten years missionary to China from the
Holston Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
Since the mar commenced, he arrired in the United States and
desired to visit his friends in Virginia and Tennessee. He was
informed that he could not be allowed to come unless he would
first take the oath of allegiance to Lincoln’s government. H e
remonstrated with the authorities, assuring them that he had
been preaching the gospel to the heathen in a far distant land,

that he had t a k e n no part in the strife of this country, a n d
hoped to be e x c u s e d . H e was then rudely informed t h a t an
angel from h e a v e n
not pass the lines without t a k i n g
the oath of allegiance t o the Federal Government. T h i s pure,
spiritual man was forbidden to visit the land of his birth a n d
the home of his friends. He passed the Chinese a n d t h e
Egyptians, t h e simooins and the seas, to find himself a prisoner
among the Christians of the North.

There h a d bee11 no motion to expel or otherwise
punish Dr. Cunngngham. There was, however, a motion to refer his case to the presiding elder of t h e Abingdon District, and this motion prevailed. It was
this motion which I resisted. The Rev. Frank Richardson has a l w a y s claimed to have been opposed to
the prosecution of the Union men, and I have reason
to believe t h a t several others who were present at t h e
Conference of 1863 would have spoken against those
measures if t h e y had spoken at all; but with Bishop
Early in the chair and the majority of the Conference
in sympathy w i t h him, they could not but see that argument on the conservative side of the question would be
a waste of words.
I remember a conversation which I had with W i l liam C. Eowrnan on the day when the expulsions took
place. As we walked &it o f the Cdnference room on
our way to our staying places, he said to me: “Brother Price, I h a v e generally agreed with you. You h a v e
usually been right, but in this instance you are wrong.”
I replied: ‘‘Brother Eowman, when the war is over, i t
matters not h o w it results, you will see that I a m right.
By this day’s work we have lost in Holston at least
ten thousand members.”
After the war was over’ I was found in the pastoral
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work of the Southern Nethodkt Church, fighting radicalism at the other end of the line; while JY. C. Bowman was editing a Republican paper at Bakersville,

N. c.
I find tlie following entry in the Journal:

E. E. Wiley, Treasurer of the Board of Trustees of Emory
and Henry College, proposed to pay the debt due the Preachers' Aid Society of the Conference by the college; but the
Conference declined t o receive the money, preferring that the
college should have the use of it for the present.

To the uninitiated this declinature may look strange.
The unselfishness and kind indulgence of the Conference toward its college will provoke a smile when it is
remernberkd that at that period Confederate currency
was at a heavy discount.
Among the visitors of the Conference was the Rev.
Jacob Ditder, of the St. Louis Conference. H e
preached during the session, and he impressed the Conference as a man of wonderful resources of talent and
learning. H e seemed to have been' an omnivorous
reader and to possess a remarkable memory, especially
as to names and dates. In a debate at one time with
the Rev. Dr. J. R. Graves, of the Baptist Church, on
the subject of baptism he displayed great learning and
logical power and held his own very well with that
polemical giant.
The Committee on Education reported that the interests of education within the bounds of the Conference were suffering greatly in consequence of the national troubles ; that Emory and Henry continued suspended, with no prospect of reopening until the close
of tlie war ; that the buildings were being used for a
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Confederate hospital ; that Iiolston Conference Female
College, at Xsheville, opened the spring session March
12 ; that during the past five months six teachers were
employed and about seyenty pupils were in attendance ;
that the summer session opened July 31, with about
the same number of pupils; and that the President,
Dr. Cumrnings, had resigned the presidency, his resignation to take effect at the close of the session. The
committee also reported that the buildings of the Athens Female College were being used for hospital purposes ; that IIartha Wasliington College was progressing, with eighty or ninety pupils, and that the President had asked for the appointment of an agent tc
raise funds for the payment of the debt incurred in
the purchase of the property.
The report was adopted, and John Boring was appointed Agent of Martha Washington College.
The committee on the Holstoiz J o u w a l reported
that the committee appointed at the last session made a
contract with Rev. C. TV. Charlton for the publication
of a strictly religious paper at three dollars a year to
the subscriber, that they were highly pleased with the
mechanical execution of the paper, gratified, with its
editorial management and subject matter with the exception of a few articles, and that they were truly sorry when it became necessary for the editor to suspend
its publication.
David Worth, Johnston Perkins, and Abrain Weaver
were appointed trustees of a house and lot in Jefferson, Ashe County, N. C., bequeathed to the Conference by n4rs. Rachel Waugh, deceased, her husband,
J. P. M’augh, Esq., having signified his readiness to
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make a deed to the property. This house and lot furnished the basis of what was afterwards known ab the
Waugh Fund.
Admitted on trial: George W. Nartiii, George Spake.
Readmitted: Abram Weaver (late of the Korth Carolina
Conference), W. H. Cooper, Frank Richardson, LVilliam
Gaines Miller (a transfer as a preacher on trial).
Located : Mitchell P. Swaim, Josiah Torbett, U7illlani H
Eblen.
Superannuated : D. Fleming, R. hl. Stevens, William Robeson, T. Sullins, D. B. Carter, Th’. B. Winton, T. E; Nuiisej,
R. W. Patty, J. Haskew, James Cumming, John .Alley, Hardy
11. Bennett, George 51 Proffitt, S. B. Harwell.
Expelled: Jonathan L. IIann, W. H. Rogers, V ‘ h m hlilburn, W. H. H. Duggan.
Died: Samuel A Miller, W. ’LV. Smith.
Sumbers i n society : White, 46,sS7 ; colored, 4.549. Total,
jI ,736.
Local preachers, 337 ; traveling preachers, I 19.
Collected for missions, S;12,9;5 95
Number of Sunday schools, 145;officers and teachers, 443;
pupils, 5,062; volumes in library, IO, 810.

Jonathan L. Mann, of whom I knew but little personally, has been represented to me as a man of rather superior intellect and of some literary attainments.
As a young preacher he was quite promising. H e was
a brother of John W. Xann, but more positive and
more pugnacious. He remained in East Tennessee a
few years after the war, and traveled in the Holston
Conference (North). For some time after the war
he was a newspaper correspondent, and kept up a fusillade on the “rebel” preachers’; but before he left the
section he became more pacific. Some one, observing
the change, asked him one day why he had quit contro-
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verting, and he replied: “There is no sense in being
always a fool.” H e esentually went IVest, and I have
lost sight of him.
William H. Rogers, son of the Rev. Daswell Rogers, was probably born in Sequatchee Valley, some
twenty miles east of Jasper, Tenn. H e was brainy but
eccentric. His principal faults were vanity aid affectation. He had an affected style of delivery-a mock
solemnity that greatly impaired the usefulness of his
sermons, exhortations, and conversations. But he was
well read, and his mind was stored with general information. H e was robust in body, above tlie average
in size and strength, though not corpulent. H e had a
strong voice, a ready utterance, some imagination, and
sometimes preached a sermon of real eloquence. H e
was not wanting in wit and sarcasm. During the
progress of a revival at Bethcar church, in Jefferson
County, Tenn., he happened in one evening, and was
requested to preach. When he arose to begin the service, the audience, dissatisfied with tlie change of preachers, began to shuffle their feet on the floor and to clear
up their throats very vigorously, when the preacher remarked: “Erethren, I perceive that while you have
been listening to the gems of truth which have falIen
from the lips of the preacher who has been conducting
the services you have taken severe colds.” This witty
rebuke quieted the opposition.
Mr. Rogers once attended a meeting conclucted by
Jesse Hyden and myself in Cleveland, Tenn. One day
he requested LIS to take a walk with him, which we
did. After a walk of half a mile, he turned to us and
remarked in his peculiarly solemn and affected style :
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Y o u n g brothers, I love you, and I admire your gifts;
but in all kindness I wish to admonish you that in your
style of preaching there is not enough of the s m i f e r
in $?mdo.’’ The point was well taken. Xt the Conference of I8jq he introduced a resolution against the
marriage of preachers who had not completed the
Conference course of study, or rather had not traveled
four years. As soon as the resolution was read, a motion n a s made to table it. -4 loud concert of seconds
came from the bachelors of the Conference, and to the
table went the resolution. Cefore the‘ vote was put he
macle substantially the following speech : “Eishop, I do
n o t wish to be understood in this resolution as reflecting on the women. S o . God bless the woinen ! M y
mother was a woman.” These anecdotes cannot be
appreciated by those who do not recall the solemn manner, rolling eyes, and sanctiinonious tone of the speaker. The manner is the main point in them.
H u r d Rogers, as he was generally named, was a
good-natured man, a man full of charity. H e readily
forgave his enemies and seldom spoke evil of any man.
T h e latter part of his life was peculiarly full of sunshine, and nothing but kind words for his brethren fell
from his lips.
William IIilburn was quite an effective preacher.
He was something of a son of thunder. H e \vas always serious in his deportment. His studies were
mainly confined to the Eible. H e believed in its teachings mith all his heart, and he spoke in the pulpit with
t h a t confidence which alu-ays secures results.
I knew very little of Mr. Duggan. I remember him
as a large, corpulent man. As a preacher he had a
L(
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strong voice and rapid utterance. H e was a revivalist.
He was more fluent than philosophical. He was a man
of fine social instincts, locluacious but not garrulous. I
have heard an anecdote of hiru. to this effect: Near the
beginning of the war he and another preacher of
Southern sentiments were holding a meeting together.
They united in urging sinners to come to Christ. The
Southern preacher exhorted the sinners to seccdc
from the world, the flesh, and the devil; while Mr.
Duggan exhorted them to hasten to forin a zt~zionwith
all good Cliristiahs in the service of Jesus Christ.
11-hile the war was in progress peaceable citizens of
both parties should have been permitted to remain at
home to take care of their families, but this was not
always the case. The unwise representatives of both
governments were often active in arresting such citizens and hurrying them oA to prison. Against this
policy the better class of both parties protested. The
Hon. Robertson Topp, of Memphis, a Confederate of
high standing with the authorities, under date of October 2G, 1861, in a letter to Robert Gosselyn, intended
for President Davis, says :
More than one hundred persons have been arrested in East
Teiiiiessce, without warrants iii some cases, marched great
distaiices, and carried into court on no other charge than that
they were Uiiion men. In one case an old man iiaiiied Duggan,
a Methodist preacher, was arrested, carried iifty d e s on foot
(he being a large, fleshy man), refused the privilcge of riding
his own horse ; and all they had against him was that in February, last, he had prayed for the Union. . . . Just as the
poeple were cluietiiig down, getting reconciled, raising voluiiteers, etc , they coinnienced these arrests, whicli have gone far
to poison the miiids of the people against the gowrniiient : and
if talented and persistcd in, the people of that: end of the
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State at a critical moment will rise up eiieiiiies iiistcad of
friends. You ask me: “TYho niakes these arrests?” -4s f a r as
I can learn, they are instigated by a few malicious, troublesome men in and around Knoxville.

Yet the Confederate cause had to bear the opprobrium occasioned by the malice and misconduct of
these few malicious men. A siinilar apology may be
offerecl for the outrages committed by the Union party.
I am writing the history of hlethodisin from a
Southern ilfethodist standpoint, and cannot proiiiise
to give a thorough history of the hlethoclist Episcopal
Church in East Tennessee and adjacent sections of Virginia and Sorth Carolina after the organization of its
Holston Conference in 1S64. Eut a symmetrical history of the Holston Conference, South, cannot be
given without reference to the Holston Conference
(Kortli). As soon as the Federal forces took possession of East Tennessee, blethodist preachers and people
in sympathy with the ITnion cause began to hold meetings and to organize classes and Sunday schools. On
the 27th of Nay, 1864,some of the leading spirits117. G. Erownlow, J. Albert Hyden, E. E. Gillenwaters,
W. T. Domell; James Cumming, T. H. Russell, W. H.
Rogers. and Davicl Fleming-through
the Iinoxville
Whig, issued a call for a convention of what they
termed loyal ?\Iethodists-loyal to the Union, not to
the State of Tennessee-to take counsel together as
to what course it was best for them to pursue.
The convention met in the Protestant Episcopal
church in Knoxville July 7 , 1864. The following persons were present as delegates : Rlessrs. James Murphy, James S. Hunt, F. Rule, D. B. Hunt, J. A. Ruble,
23
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Sr., -1.
R. Cpington, Andrew Iiutsell, J. IT. Gibson,
Elias Gibson, Dr. James Nahoney, James Eaker, Alex
Kennedy, William H. Hawk, G. W.Hawk, J. E . Sharp,
James Plumley, IV. W. Hawes, Daniel P. Gass, 1 , .H.
Finley, Jacob French, RIichael French, Henry Harrison, William Cheney, W. H. Carter, J. H. Howell,
Solomon Clapp, James Curry, James Grigsby, V. S.
Lotspeich, ?L. C. E. Callen, J. C. Hankins, Eenjatnin
Wells. There were also present the foiiowing ministers, local and traveling: Revs. E. E. Gillenwaters,
W. G. Brownlow, J. Albert Hyclen, W. H. Rogers,
W. C. Daily, E. Still, John Bower, W. T. Cowell, E.
A. Atlee, T. P. Rutherford, T. A. Cass, E. SLockbridge,
J. F. Morrison, T. H. Russell, Henry Walker, William
Crutchfield, Joseph Milburn, Spencer Henry, P. H.
Reed, John Cox, James Cumming, William Cureton,
R. G. Blackburn.
The convention was organized by the election of
E. E. Gillenwaters as Chairman and R. G. Blackburn
as Secretary. By the proceedings of the convention
it appears that Mr. Brownlow had recently visited
Bishop Simpson at Philadelphia and Bishop Clark at
Cincinnati, and that the Rev. W. C. Daily had already
been directing the work of organization in a tentative
way in Bradley and the other counties in Lower East
Tennessee. It was about this time that h e appointed
a “United States quarterly meeting,’’ to which reference is made on another page. It was also made
known that a canvass had been going on to ascertain
the number of ministers in East Tennessee wlia were
in sympathy with this movement of secession, and it
was reported that sixty ordained ministers, traveling
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and local, were ready to enter the ranks of the proposed movement and sixty others uiiordained ; also
that about forty others, whom it had n o t been possible
to see, could be counted on. A committee of eleven
representative men, named the General Committee,
was appointed, whose duty it was to report the line of
action to be pursued.
The committee reported in part as follows:
Pursuant to public notice, a convention of loyal Methodist
laymen and preachers, local and traveling, convened in the
city of Knozville, Tenn., on J U ~ Y 7, 1863, to take into consideration the wants, prospects, and interests of the Methodist
Church within the bounds of the Holston Annual Confecence.
The undersigned, a General Committee to whom this subject
was referred, have had the matter under serious and prayerful
consideration, and beg leave to submit the following brief
report :
At an early period in this wicked rebellion the Methodisi
Episcopal Church, South, took her stand upon the treasonable
and therefore false foundation of secession. H e r pulpits
bellowed with more terrific thunder on the side of disunion
than those of almost any other Church, hurling fiery invectives at the Union and the North, carrying the most of her
leading and influential ministers and members into the unhallowed embrace of treason. Under the administration of
this our former Church some of our ministers have been proscribed, some refused circuits and stations, and others expelled-all for o p i i ~ i o d ssnke and because they were loyal to
the United States. Fire have determined, therefore, no longer
to live under the iron rule of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, or to be associated in our Church relations with the
men who control the interests of said Church and are likely t o
direct her future movements.
It therefore remains for us and the loyal thousands of our
brethren similarly situated t o do one of three things: Either
to remain in the wilderness (not of Judea, bnt of Dixie) and

wander off into the mountains of sin and unbelief, whciice we
came; or, next, to form onrselves into a separate and independent organization; or, last of all, to seek .s reunion with
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, whose
doctrine, usages, and faith are in accord with ours and in the
enjoyment and practice of which we desire to live and die.
W e therefore report in favor of returning to the Rlethodist
Episcopal Church and asking, most respectfully, to be recog-,
nized by her and provided for as the Holston Annual Conference, giving our loyal preachers the lead in our new organization, subject to the control and authority of the appointed
heads of our Church in the United States mid to her Discipline.
I. Resolved, That the rebellion of the Southern States
against the government bf the United States was without any
just ahd sufficient cause, aiid therefore what has followed is
without any foundation in right, justice, or laws of the land
or in the wants and necessities of the people in this or any
other country.
2. Resolved, That all who willingly engaged in this rebellion have, in the eyes of the supreme laws of the land, in the
judgment of all enlightened nations, and especially in the
feelings of every loyal heart of this vast continent, forfeited
a11 the rights, privileges, and iiiimuiiities of the government of
the United States.
3. Resolved, That the loyal members and ministers of the
Holston Annual Conference are entitled in law to all propcrty
belonging to said ecclesiastical organization, and, with the
divine blessing, we intend to claim and hold the same aiid
rebuild the waste places of Zion.
4. Resolved, That the loyal people and preachers of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, within the bounds of the
Holston Conference constitute said Church ; and this convention, acting for said Church and people, hereby propose at
the earliest day practicable to transfer the same to the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States; and that a committee be appointed to coniplete the negotiations, subject to
the approval of those transferred.

C O S F E R E S C E S 01.'I862 -\SD

1863.

357

j. Rcsolivd, That miiii,ters lia\-iiig charge of circuits, stations, and missions, and all who may have in the future, be
instructed to propose to the Churches in their respective
charges to change their Church relations from the IIethodi<t'
Episcopal Church, South, by going cii I I ~ U S Sto~ the Xethodist
Episcopal Church in the United States.

The report was unanimously adopted.
The preachers and members of the 1Iethodist Episcopal Church have been accustomed to censure Bishop Early, and justly too, for mixing politics and religion in his administration during the war: but the
Knoxville convention out-Heroded Heroci along this
line. It seemed to believe that the Methodist Episcopal Church was the United States of Xmerica, and under this delusion proceeded to take steps not only for
the confiscation of the property of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, but for the confiscation of the
Church itself.
I t is not niy purpose to write a treatise on logic, but
I beg the privilege of turning aside a fern moments to
consider the logic of the deliverances of this convention : The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, had forfeited its right to the property it held. How? Ey rebellion against the government of the United States.
Forfeited to Lvhom? JS'hy, of course, to the injured
party, the government of the United States. IVhat
right had the Slethodist Episcopal Church to seize and
hold this forfeited property? KO right at all, unless
it was the government of the United States. Eut it
had a right to the property ; therefore it was the government of the United States. Could Bishop Early
himself have beaten this confusion of religion and politics ?

338

EIOLSTON >.IETRODISAI.

Consider further the logic of the fourth resolution
above: The Church, South, in Holston has forfeited
all right to its property; the loyal people in Holston
constitute that Church ; therefore they, the loyal people, have no right to the property; and yet they propose to claim and hold it; therefore they propose to
claim and hold that to which they have no right.
One of the most remarkable things in the action of
the convention was the proposal to turn over t o the
hlethodist Episcopal Church the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, in Holston e n vzusse. Doubtless the
extreme resolutions adopted by the convention were
in part responsible for the attempts made in various
parts of East Tennessee to exclude the preachers of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, from their
own churches and parsonages, and for the intimidation
and personal violence inflicted on some of them.
-4 short time after the Conference of 18G3, one of
the pioneer women of Holston Methodism was called
to her reward. She was the mother of the Rev. Samuel
D. Gaines, of the Conference.
Mary Moore Gaines was born in Stokes County,
N. C., December 26, 1767; and died at her home, in
Sullivan County, Tenn., November 5, 1863, in her
ninety-sixth year. H e r longevity was inherited ; for
her mother, Letitia Moore, died in the one hundretl
and eighth year of her age. Mary Moore was married to Ambrose Gaines January 9, 1792; and soon
thereafter the couple removed to New River, in Wythe
County,. Va., where they lived a short time ; thence
they removed to Sullivan County, Tenn., and purchased a farm on Reedy Creek. At that time the In-
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dians were troublesome, keeping the settlers in constant dread. 1Jr. Gaines built a comfortable cabin ; but
one day, on returning home after a short absence. he and
his wife found the cabin in ashes, with all its contents,
except what the savages could carry away. They did
not struggle long with the hardships of frontier life tintil the itinerant found his way to their humble home to
break the bread of life to the few scattered inhabitants. Nrs. Gaines, though reared a Primitive Eaptist, attended upon the ministry of the word as preached
by the Methodist preachers. The arrow of truth
dipped in the blood of Jesus found a lodgment in her
heart. She gave her hand to the Church and her heart
to God. She was known to walk eight or ten miles to
preaching. She frequently attended church at Xcuff's
lleetinghouse, which was two miles west of Elountville. She often listened to the melting appeals of
hsbury, Lorenzo DOW,Granade, and others.
The following incident occurred at Faust's bleetinghouse: James Axley was holding a meeting there,
and the Holy Spirit was doing its work of conviction
and conversion. Among the many penitents crowding
the altar was Miss Judith Gaines, a daughter of Mrs.
Mary Gaines. In deep agony she sent up the cry:
"God be nierciful to me, a sinner !" Her mother, feeling apprehensive for her physical safety, applied the
fan. hIr. Axley pushed her away, esclaiming : "You
had better be there yourself; You have lost your religion, or you would not be disturbing your daughter."
This cutting remark caused her to \veep. As soon as
he discovered that he had wounded her feelings, his
sarcasm was exchanged for tears of sympathy and an

3Go

HOLSTOS 31ET E-IODISX.

apology for his rudeness. The result was that he \vas
cured of his rashness and she of her coldness, and in a
few moments both were rejoicing together over the
happy conversion of the penitent.
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” -411 of Mrs.
Gaines’s eight children became Christians and members of the Alethoclist Church. Her manner of enforcing discipline was firm but not austere. A coinmand
once given had to be obeyed. lt’hen Samuel Gaines
mas about eight years old he one day heard his mother
praying that her youngest son, Samuel, might become a
preacher of the gospel. That prayer was answered.
The Gaines home was a home for the preachers.
There was a secret and indefinable charm hanging
over it that macle the sight of it peculiarly pleasing to
those wayiaring pilgrims. In this abode of peace
they were assured of a sincere and hearty welcome.
She met with smiles at her door Craig, Patton. Cunningham, Ekin, Catlett, Fulton, Kelly, Stevens, and a
host of others. “She stretched out her hands to the
poor; yea, she reached forth her hands to the needy.”
JVlien the wayfarer, friendless and penniless, stopped
at her door, she welcomed him, seated him at her table, and attended to his wants. She never turned one
away empty. Her charity was the crowning virtue of
her life.
The evening she died she was seated upon a chair.
She exclaimed : “Help me ! help ine !” Asked what
she wished, she replied: ‘.‘Help me to praise the Lord!”
lVhen laid down, she drew but a breath and fell into
the arms of Jesus. Her dust sleeps on the premises
of John S. Gaines, Esq.

CH-qPTER SI.
THE CONFERESCE
OF 1864.

THEConference began its forty-first session in Eristol, Va., October 19,1864, Bishop Early President,
and James W. Dickey Secretary.
I copy first the disciplinary action of the Conference
as follows:
The report of the committee called by the presiding elder of
the Xbingdon District in the case of W. G. E. Cunnyngham
was presented and read, and his character was passed. .
J. G. Swisher, J. A. Hyden, J. W. hIann, James Atkins,
William Robeson, Thomas H. Russell, James Mahoney, J. H.
Brunner, David Fleming, Erastus Rowley, James Cumming,
.
and S. B. Harwell were referred to a special committee.
The special committee in the cases of certain brethren submitted their report, when James Cumming, Jesse A. Hyden,
and Thomas H. Russell were expelled from the Church, it
appearing that they were members of the convention called at
Knoxville inaugurating steps to enter the hlethodist Episcopal
Church (Korth) arid carry all the membership with them, also
to convey to the Methodist Episcopal Church (North) all the
property of the Holston Conference. Samuel B. €Iarwell and
David Fleming were referred to the presiding elder of the
Cumberland District ; Erastus Rowley, to the presiding elder
of the Chattanooga District; and John W. Maim, to the presiding elder of the Knoxville District. James htkins, William
Roheson, John Rrunner, Jesse G. Swisher, and James Mahoney
were passed.

..

. .

I n the body of the minutes I find no record of the
appointment of the committee. I remember that I
was a member of it, and that I stood alone in opposition to the report which was made to the Conference.
The proceedings continue :
( 3611
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General Vaughn having sent through one of his acting
chaplains a request that the Conference remember him in
their prayers and his brave command in their perils and
dangers for the country, the Conferelice passed a resolution
to that effect, with a request that the same be published in the
Iinosville Xrgistev aiid Afarion Ensign, in accordance with
which Bishop Early called upon the conference and congregatior present to join Dr. Wiley in prayer for General Vaughn
and his officers and men now coiitendiiig for our homes aiid
altars. . . .
The following resolution was passed :
“XcsoIz~ed,That in view of our allegiance as citizens of the
Confederate States of America and the grave moral question
involved, we strongly disapprove the taking of any oath on
the part of members of this body pledging or feigning to pledge
allegiance to the United States, seeing the terribly demoralizing effects of the same on the country and the Church.”
The last clause of the special committee in the case of
certain brethren was adopted, atid the whole report filed,
marked “No. S.”
The following resolution mas passed :
“Believing that James Atkitis, William Robeson, John H.
Brunner, Jesse G Swisher, and James Mahoney have taken
the oath to the FederaI government under circumstances peculiarly paiiiful and oppressive to them, and that their hearts
are still with us, and that their hands would be if they were
not maiiacled, we recommend that their characters pass and
that they shall have the sympathies and prayers of their
brethren in this the hour of their trial.”

Those preachers ~7110took the oath of allegiance to
the United States took it under duress, and it is a tlebatable question whether an oath taken under duress
is binding either in law or morals. Besides, the oath
was taken when the timbers of the Confederacy were
breaking and falling, and the Confederate Governinelit
was not in a condition to protect its people where the

Federal armies were holding sxay. Indeed. it Jvas not
long after this till the Fecleral Government had coinpletely reiistablished its authority in the Southern
States, and it became the right and duty of all citizen-:
of the South to s\vear allegiance to the Federal Government if the anthorities deinandetl it.
I have looked in ~ a i nin the Journal and the files
of the Conference for the names of the special committee mentioned abore and to ivliich were referred
the cases of the brethren accused of disloyalty to the
Confederate Government. Xs ne11 as I now remember, the cominittee consisted of five men, and -4nsoii
JY. Ctiinmings and myself were members of the committee. TYhen the committee v a s appointecl, my view.;
\\-ere well knomn; but all the other members of the
coininittee were known to be in sympathy with the
policy of Bishop Early. The accused brethren were
yithin the enemy’s lines, and possibly could not have
been present if they had so desired. I opposed attempting to try them at the present session, as they
could not be legally tried, and I stoutly opposed expulsion without due form of trial. Cut in the coiiimittee
I constituted. a hopeless minority. Dr. CLuttmingq, formerly President of Holston Conference Female College, but during the past year preacher in charge of
Sulphur Springs Circuit (Sort11 Carolina), was a
Northern-born man, recently from the Sort11 ; but he
out-Heroded Herod in his persecution of the cli4oyal
brethren. The reader, therefore, need not be surprised that after the war he affiliated with the RIethodist Episcopal Church, and at one time traveled
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tlirough the Northern States lecturing on Kukluxism
ant1 other supposecl crimes of the Southern peoplk.
When the coniiiiittee reported to the Conference,
recommending the expulsion of James Cuiniiiing, Jesse A. Hyden, and Thomas I-I. R~issell,I arose in my
place and took the ground that these brethren could
not be expelled without trial, that notice of charges and
specificatioiis had not been served upon them, antl
that it !vas probably impossible for them to pass
through the lines to attend the Conference. The Dishop ruled that the motion was in order, and that action
in these cases could be legally taken at once. I at once
appealed from his ruling to the College of Bishops. I
will be candid in acknowledging that I was in error in
appealing to the Episcopal College ; I should have appealed to the General Conference. However, as it
turned out, this was not necessary, as the General Conference Committee on conference Records in 1866
very readily discovered the irregularities of Bishop
Early’s administration from the Holston Conference
Journal. Besides, as will be seen later, the Holstoii
Conference of 18Gj appealed from its own action in
the above cases to the General Conference of 1866.
War is a great demoralizer, and the Civil SVar was
no exception to this rule. Speculation and peculatioll
ran riot in both ends of the country, especially in the
Sorth. In the South there was an evident relaxation
along the lines of social purity antl temperance. It
was therefore well that at this session the report on
temperance took high ground and that emphatic resolutiotis against the drink habit and the liquor traffic
were adopted.

The trustees of Holstoii Conference Fcmale College
having elcctcd James S. I<ennedy to the presidency o f
that institution, the election was confirmed lvith the
understanding that he was to enter upon his cluties as
soon as tlie condition of the country should justify it.
llention is macle above of a paper named the Xarioa
E i ~ i g ~A. word about it: I was appointed to ?ifariori
Circuit in 1863;and soiiie time after I had taken charge
of tlie circuit, the Rev. 117. H. Talley, a located preacher, and myself purchased the press, type, fixtures, and
good will of a political paper being published at that
time in Narion, T-a., and began the publication of a
religious paper ivith the foregoing title. Xr. J. 11;.
Kennedy was our foreman, and he made the body of
tlie selections for the paper Tdiile I m o t e the editorials
and editorial notes. It liad a good circulation, and
continued to be published till tlie office was accidentally destroyed by fire about Christmas of 1864. The
fire occurred the night before the raiding column of
General Stoneman reached the town. I remember that
the greatest sleet that I ever saw was prevailing at
that time; the roads were solid ice. -4s the Federals
came in at one end of the town I, with some others,
went out at the other end; and afterwartls falling in
with the Rev. E. F. Suckolls in 1lrythe County. I hid
with hini in the mountains south of IVytheville till the
danger liad passed. Our meals were carried to us by
a faithful servant of hIr. Eallard E. dyard, who was
at that time a soldier in the Southern army. MI-.
ltrard’s home was at Speedwell, on Cripple Creek. on
a farm adjoining that of the Rev. John 11. NcTeer.
The negro who brought our meals to us and kept us
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pohted as to the inoveiiients of the Yankees in the immediate ricinity lyas by the name of Randle. He was
then an old man, true and trusty, black as an ace, and
about seven feet t n o inches high. The Yankees ’ attempted to persuade hiin to go n-ith them, but he refused. This noble fellow died of typhoid fever a short
time after the war, and is no doubt nuniberecl among
God‘s people in the spirit land. X squad of Federals
camped in m y yard a t Marion, but they did ine and
m y family no damage except the burning for firewood
of the back fence of the parsonage lot. I had just
salted down five hags and bought a load o f hay, but
these things \yere not disturbed. The soldiers did not
enter the house, but had our cook, a colored girl, to
cook for them; and when they left, they left abundant
remuneration in sugar, coffee, and tobacco. In the
fight between Generals Stoneman and Creckenridge
the first shot was fired over the parsonage, although
the bulk of the battle occurred two miles east of the
t o ~ n . In that battle some whites and many riegroes
wcre killed. The advantage was with General Breckenridge till his ammunition was exhausted. I-Ie then fell
back into RJe T’alley, and the Federals returned west,
destroying the salt works on their return march. They
had. already clestroyed the lead mines in Wythe County.
PIdinitted on trial : Sone.
Readmitted: lVill!ani Hicks.
Located: Gaston &I. liassey.
Discontinued : John W. Rudd, James E. Niece.
Superannuated : T. K. Catlett, David Fleming, Sainuel B.
Harivell, Joseph Haskew, D. B. Carter, W. B. Winton, T.
Suliins, R. W. Patty, T. K. Munsey, W. Robeson, E.C. Wexler.

Expelled : J a m s Cumining, Jesse -4. Hycleii, Thoriias H.
Russell.
Referred to presiding elders : B. I;. I‘i‘hitc, Abram ll-earer,
S. B. Harwell, David Fleming, Erastus Rovlcy, John SV
Ilnnn.
Died: Rufus Lf. Steyeris.
Transferred t o the ?rIontgomery Conference : Henry P.
I\7augli.
?;umbers in society: White, 4j,s81; colored, 4,649. Total,
jo.530. Decrezse, 1,206.
Local preachers, 337 ; traveling preachers, 9;.
Collected for missions, Sunday schools, and tracts, $i,jj++O.

Jesse A. Hyden was a brother of John C. and Samuel I’d. Hyden. H e died in Ottawa, Iians., December
15, 1909. He did service in the Federal army during
the Civil War, and afterwards drew a considerable pension, I knew hiin intimately when we were both young
in the ministry. H e was a sprightly man and preached
incisively. H e was not wanting in eccentricity. When
I was in charge of Cleveland Station, he was in charge
of Cleveland Circuit. That was in 1856-57. At one
time we were holding a meeting together in the country, and one day went to the same place for dinner.
While dinner was in preparation, I-Iyden fell into conversation with a iady visitor who n7as there. H e said :
“hiadam, if the inquiry is not impertinent, where do
you live?” She replied: “I live in this community.”
“Are you married or single?” “1 ani single.” “DO
you belong to the Church?” “Yes, sir.” “What
Church do you belong to?” “The Baptist Church.”
Turning his back to her, h e said : “Worse and worse !”
I assisted him one week in a meeting on his circuit
at a place called Wesleyana. The meeting dragged.
One day, to make things more lively, he submitted to
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the congregation a number of propositions, a process
sometimes called mustering. -4s it happened, there
was a stranger sitting near the door who did not respond to an\- of the propositions. The first proposition was: “I want all who believe you are children of
God to kneel.” Some knelt. The second proposition
was: “I n-ish all who are seeking salvation t o kneel.”
Others knelt. The third proposition was : “I wish all
n.ho want to go to heaven when you die to kneel.”
Others knelt, but the man at the door maintained his
physical uprightness. Determined to bring all the people to their knees, he made a fourth proposition: “I
wish all who are friends to their country to kneel.”
Then all that were sitting up knelt except the man at
the door. Then he said, “Let us pray;” and he himself led in the prayer, beginning his prayer with:
“Lord, have mercy upon that poor sinner sitting there
against the cheek of the door, that is not a friend to
his country!” The man still sat u p ; and if he ever
took umbrage at the manner in which he had been
personated, he was too stubborn or too prudent to
manifest it.
Once while Hyden was preaching a neatly dressed
young man deliberately got up and walked out. Hyden believed that the young man wished to attract attention to his fine equipment; and as he neared the
door, the preacher said: “We are not anxious to see
how a young man’s coat fits in the back!” The only
effect of the remark was to quicken the young man’s
retreat.
Hyden was once holding a meeting under the shed
at Red Clay Camp Ground. He had a large, attentive
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audience of plain people. Cut while services were
progressing a young man, a drummer for some wliole+ale establishment, entered the congregation. He iva.;
dressed in city stile, with a stovepipe hat on, and
doubtless realized his superiority to the plain people
about him. H e had not politeness or reverence enough
for the occasion to take of7 his hat; and he had scarce1). been seated when he took out a cigar, struck a
match, and proceeded to smoke, whereupon the preacher, raising his hands, said: ‘&Letus pray.” All the
people, the stranger excepted, went to their knees at
once, while he sat with.his hat on, puffing at his cigar.
The sheriff of the county, a Mr. Coon, happened to
be in the congregation, and Hyden called out: ‘‘Mr.
Coon, please take cognizance of that young man with
a stovepipe hat and a cigar in his mouth !” Off went
the hat and down to his knees went the stranger, and
the sheriff looked in vain for the offeider.
Once Hyden and myself, hearing of a protracted
meeting going on in the town of Charleston, Tenn.,
ran tip on the train to attend it. W e bad scarcely arrived when Hyden was appointed to preach. The
church was crowded; and while the sermon was going
on, the preacher observed two ladies in the extreme
rear of the audience whispering to each other very
earnestly. H e halted and said: “I see two women in
the back part of the church talking to each other and
wondering who I am.” Then in a sharp, explosive
voice he cried out: “I am Jesse Hyclen! Now let me
have your attention.”
These stories would seem to! indicate that Mr. Hyden was a rude man. The truth is that he knew how
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to be polite, but he had embraced the opinion that desperate diseases demand heroic treatment.
Mr. Hyden connected himself with the Xethodist
Episcopal Church in 1864, and died in it.

REV. RUFUS M. STEVEKS.

Thomas H. Russell affiliated with the Methodist
Episcopal Church. At one time he was a presiding
elder in it. He was an active, energetic man, sociable,
charitable, loving, and loved.
Rufus M. Stevens was born in Washington Cminty,
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Va., May 18, 1508. In 1512,while the war between

G r e a t Britain and the Cnited States was raging, his
parents removed to Rhea County, Tenn., then a frontier section of the country. In their new home they
encountered many difficulties arid had but few conveniences. Provisions were scarce, and they lived near
the Cherokees, who were none too cordial with the
whites. These considerations made them often wish
t h a t they were back at their former Virginia home.
Etit meeting these difficulties as best they could and
mastering many of them by industry and perseverance,
t h e y remained at their frontier home. Mr. Stevens’s
e a r l y advantages were very limited. For a number of
y e a r s there were no schools in the village where his
parents lived. H e was twelve years old before he had
a n opportunity to go to school. It appears from some
papers left by Mr. Stevens that Colonel Meigs, who
was an agent for the Inclians, came to Rhea County,
a n d , seeing the need of a school, induced a Mr. Johnson t o go to Washington, the county site, to teach.
11Ir. Stevens remembered Mr. Johnson as a tyrant, and
s a i d that he would require the scholars to memorize
f r o m three to five pages, and that if they missed three
w o r d s he would whip them. This was inserting knowle d g e hypodermically. H e claimed to have learned but
little at this school. After the death of the elder Johnson, he was taught by Thomas Johnson, a son of the
f o r m e r ; and he regarded him as a greater tyrant than
his father was.
Mr. Stevens learned English grammar after he was
licensed to preach. The country being sparsely settled, he rarely had an opportunity to hear a gospel
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sermon. Wheii quite young he heard Lorenzo Dow
preach. H e described him as “wearing a fringed hunting shirt fastened around him with a belt, and a pair
of boots off at the ankles.’’
Among the first preachers wliom he recollected to
have heard was one whom he described as “a young
man with a florid complexion, fair hair, and blue eyes.”
That young man was Thomas Stringfield. Mr. Stevens
became very inucli attached to Mr. Stringfield, and in
after years that attachment grew into love, which lasted
to the day of his death. But his first religious inipressions seem to have been received under the ministry
of a missionary to the Indians. His name was Kingsberry, and he was a small man, reel-footed, and usually rode a fine horse and.carried a large pair of saddlebags. One day while riding tlirougli the village
of Washington, he came to the schoolhouse and asked
permission to preach to the school. This being granted, the teacher requested him to wait till the citizens
of the town could be notified. Young Stevens, being
very fleet of foot, was sent around to give the notice. By the time he had returned the house was
nearly full. H e could see but one vacant seat, and
that was near the preacher ; and not wishing to get too
close to him, he turned to leave the house. But the
preacher spoke to him and requested him to take that
seat, which he did. Under the sermon the Spirit of
God found its way to his heart, and tears coursed their
way down his cheeks. The preacher gently laid his
hand on the head of the weeping boy and said, “My
son, be a good boy, so that you may be a useiul man,”
at the same time praying the blessing of God upon
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him. H e never saw the missionary afterwards, but
his convictions never wore off.
At the age of fourteen he was carrying the mail
from Mcllinnville to Kingston, Tenn. One cold day
in December, after riding a few miles, he discovered
that his horse was so lame that he was not likely to
reach the nearest tavern that night. The public road
at that time lay through a mountainous wilderness,
with dwelling houses fern and far between. H e was
walking and driving his horse before him and weeping. About ten o’clock in the morning a well-mounted,
comfortably dressed gentleman overtook him ; and
seeing the boy in trouble, he at once commenced a
conversation with him, told him not to weep, and introduced the subject of religion. The stranger seemed
to know the near route to the boy’s heart. H e told him
of the dying Saviour, and how he might find pardon
and peace. hlr. Stevens said to him that his horse
was so lame that he believed he would have to lie out
that night. The stranger said to him: ‘‘My son, if you
lie out, I shall stay with you; if you suffer, I shall
suffer with you.” Thus i‘t seems that there have been
more good Samaritans in the world than one.
About ten o’clock at night they arrived at a tavern.
After putting away their horses and eating supper,
they went to rest, sleeping in the same bed. As they
were going to sleep, the stranger said: “0my son,
God bless yon, make you a good and useful man, and
may you and I meet in heaven!” The nesf morning
when the boy awoke the stranger was gone, and he
never saw him afterwards and never learned him name.
From that day he sought religion, never neglecting his
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regular devotions. For five years he prayed every
day and read his Cible regularly. H e was in the habit
of carrying his Cible to the field and reading while his
horse was resting. Sometimes he would weep and
pray for mercy all night. H e had been brought up
under Presbyterian influence, and the doctrine of decrees hindered him very much. While he would pray
and struggle the dread thought that possibly he was a
reprobate would cause him to despair. For five years
he sought pardon, and, as h e thought, earnestly.
One morning, after having spent the night in weeping and praying, he resolved to fast and pray until he
should obtain the evidence of pardoned sin. One day
he started to mill, some six miles distant; and as he
mounted his horse, he determined to find mercy that
day if it was for him. As he went he asked himself
the question, “Did Christ die for me?” and answered,
“I believe he did.” Again he asked, ‘Will he save me
now ?” and answered, “I believe he will.” Thereupon
the blessing came, and he went on to the mill, shouting
and giving glory to God. This was in the year 1827
or 1828. H e joined the Methodist Church a t his first
opportunity after this. I n a short time thereafter he
was licensed to preach. In 1829 lie joined the Ilolston
Conference, and for many years did effective service
as circuit preacher, station preacher, and presiding elder. I n 1861he was placed on the superannuate roll.
In November, 1863, this aged and worn-out minister was arrested by the Federal authorities, thrown into
prison at I<noxville, and confined there about one
month, and for no other reason, of which I have been
informed. than that lie was a Southern man in senti-
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ment a n i sympathy. H e was then sent to prison in
Cincinnati, where he died February zg, IS&
I t appears that age and infirmity, confinement in
prison, the loss of liberty, separation from family and
friends, and the cruelties inflicted on him in his march
to the Xorth combined to break down the remnant of
his constitution which had survived the hardships of
itinerant life. I am informed that for much of the
distance between Knoxville an6 Cincinnati this feeble
old man was coimpellecl to walk.
H e died in Woodward Hospital, Cincinnati, %stran“
Fer amid strangers; but his death was peaceful, happy,
triumphant, glorious. A Sister of Charity of the Catholic Church, who was waiting on him when he died,
said that he died shouting the praises of God. The
Rev. J. C. Harrison wrote: “He expressed faith in
God and hope of eternal life, saying: ‘I feel like shouting the praise of God for his goodness to me.’” His
remains rest in the Linden Grove Cemetery, a t Covington,
Stevens was by nature a very superior man. If he
had not been, so meager were his opportunities that
he would scarcely have deserved a line in history. I
class him with men of genius. H e was a man of quick
perception and vigorous mind. He had a strong, creative imagination and a versatile fanty. H e was a natural orator of high order. Though unschooled, he
read much and to purpose, and in his discourses he
used the language of the books. H e was a man of
SKY.’

‘An obituary notice by Rev. W. H. Stevens, son of the
deceased, printed in the Nashville CRrisfian. Advocnfe.
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great reserve mental force. I have known him to be
preaching smoothly and beautifully when, suddenly
rising to tiptoe and stretching his right arm to full
length, he would give utterance to a sublime thought,
which would throw his audience into a paroxysm of
excitement.
His wit was keen, and his humor was genial and
refreshing. H e was of iiiedium size, with dark coniplexioii and black hair (when young). His features
were regular and handsome, and he had a great soul ;
there was nothing little or penurious in his composition. If he had had first-rate advantages, lie could
have attracted attention as a thinker and speaker in
the great centers of the world.
In a letter to the author the Rev. W. H. Bates
writes :
Rev. Rufus M. Stevens was one of nature’s gifted sons.
H e stood among thc foremost as an orator. H e mas my first
presiding elder. When I was a little boy, he and Rev. Joseph
Haskew were on the Athens Circuit and visited my father’s
home, in McMinn County. Their coming was always hailed
with joy by the children. They were both witty and full of
humor. The first sermon I heard Mr. Stevens preach was one
of the finest I ever heard, not excepting the bishops, and I have
heard most of our Southern bishops. His sermons were not
uniform. It required something to excite him, to spring his
mind t o its best efforts. At camp meetings at eleven o’clock
Sanday he seldom failed. Then again, when called on t o conclude after a prosy, scattering sermon, he would go off into
flights of oratory which would electrify the congregation.

I have been fortunate in preserving a sketch of Mr.
Stevens written for the Holsfoiz Metlzodist by Dr. C.
D. Smith. ant1 it is as follows :

THE CONFERESCE OF

1864

377

Stevens as a man was sincere in his friendships and possessed the faculty of making many and sincere friends. His
disposition was lively and genial, his manners and intercourse
easy and initiative, and his conversational powers were entertaining, together with free and open candor, which rendered
him acceptable and companionable as a guest or a friend. No
one was ever tired of his company. Destitute of dogmatism in
his intercourse with his fellow men, warm in his impulses and
exercising the first element in the character of a gentleman
(deference to others), and yet never compromising truth for
popularity’s sake, he was popular with all who knew him. H e
was not officious nor an intermeddler, but always manifested
a lively interest in the success and well-being of his immediate
friends. No one possessed warmer sympathies for a friend in
misfortune or distress than R. M. Stevens. He was abreast
with the foremost in all matters that concerned the public
weal, either national, State, or local; and therefore won the
good will of all who loved and labored for public improvement and for the conservation of the public morals.
Stevens was about six feet in height, with a round and
compact body and rather round shoulders. H e was quick in
his movements. H e was somewhat spare of flesh, and weighed,
perhaps, one hundred and sixty pounds. H e had a full suit
of black hair, and a quick, dilating, and searching black eye.
When animated in preaching or even in private conversation,
his eye was very expressive. Mr. Stevens’s voice was agreeable. It was between a tenor and a treble, entirely free from
j a r o r harshness, and was what you would call shrill, clear, and
strong. It was usually well controlled, and, with his accustomed distinct enunciation, he could be easily heard by large
congregations. As a preacher he had some natural gifts of a
high order. H e was not what one would call a close student.
H e did not like to be confined to his books, except the Bible;
but he possessed quick perception and a retentive memory,
and could turn to account with great readiness what he had
learned by reading, observation, or otherwise. H e could portray the woes of the damned and the joys of the just in
heaven in such vivid contrast as to terrify and captivate at
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the same time. Possessed of a fine ihagination, supported by
a warm, nervous temperament, he was often eloquent. Having
a remarkable command of language for a man of his letters
and an impromptu readiness, together with an easy and unhesitating delivery, Mr. Stevens was an orator of no mean
parts. It was a credit to his oratory that he did not seek
to be sensational. His themes were usually such as were
drawn from the doctrines of the New Testament : repentance,
faith, the new birth, sanctification, the promises of the Master,
the resurrection, a general judgment, etc. H e was especially
happy in the use of the imagery in St. Paul’s writings, drawn
from ancient Grecian and Roman customs. Such themes were
suited t o his tastes and peculiar talents, and it was refreshing
to witness the skill with which he handled them. Rufus M.
Stevens was a man of mark. As evidence of the confidence
reposed in him, he was promoted to the presiding eldership
and honored with a seat in the general councils of the Church.
But after all this career of usefulness and trust, his life had a
sad ending. I n this there is a history which I propose to present briefly; and, as the gentlemen from whom I obtained my
information, after having been notified of my purpose, have
not enjoined secrecy, I shall quote from their letters. Gen. W.
W. Wallace, now of Knoxville, Tenn., long an intimate friend
of Mr. Stevens, and a fellow prisoner and fellow sufferer with
him, in response, of a recent date, to a letter of mine, says:
W r . Stevens and myself were both arrested the same night.
H e was arrested in this county by J. B. Brownlow, a son of
Parson W. G. Brownlow. I was taken out of my bed a t Louisville, Blount County, Tenn., by a horse thief by the name of
Scates, who had to leave the State at the end of the war on
account of horse-stealing. W e were turned over to the Federal authorities and placed in prison at this place [Knoxville,
Tenn.], with about a hundred other citizen prisoners, where we
remained a month. On the approash of Longstreet’s army to
this place we were, with a hundred Confederate soldiers, sent
to Cincinnati. It would be tedious and difficult to give the
indignities and hardships endured e n route. W e left Knoxville and marched on foot four miles the first evening, carry-

ing our baggage. l l r . Stevens, being in bad health and unused
to walking, was completely proatrated and broken down the
first day. His fainily, hearing of our departure, oyertook l i s
before leaving camp n e s t morning, bringing him a horse,
which, with much persuasion, he was permitted to ride. To
fully describe the horrors of that trip would be impossible.
The road was the route traveled by Eurnside's invading army
and ivagon train, and the large amount of stock and army
supplies driien over it had worked miles of the road into
almost impassable mud and slusli. Portions of it, where there
had been less rain, xere so dusty that great clouds of dust
hovered over us in our march, and, being confined to the
frequented track by the guard that marched on each side
of us, we could nor avoid either dust or mud. Thus we were
even compelled to wade branches and creeks that crossed our
road. On such roads as described we marched frcin this
place to Nicholasville, Ky. The last twenty-seven miles we
made in a day, with clouds of dust and a hot sun over LIS, and
without a morsel to eat o r a drink of water. A little before
sunset we halted in an old field, covered with dust and saturated with perspiration, to await the arrim.1 of a train that
was to carry LIS to Covington. A full two hours elapsed before it came, it being a train of box cars used for shipping
cattle, with the filth still in them. It now being dark, we were
crowded into them, not knowing the consequences, and had to
crouch down and find rest as best we could for the night. I n
one of the cars a keg of tar had been spilled, and the iiimates
of that car beggared description. Covered with dust as they
were, their blankets and clothes, their hands and faces, and
even their hair, saturated with tar, they were a most pitiable,
as well as disgusting, sight. I n this condition w e were tnrned
into a vacant lot a t Covington about sunrise. After a delay
of an hour, orders were given to issue rations, which consisted
of bread, bacon, and coffee. The men, being as hungry as
wolves, went to work with avidity to get up fires to boil
coffee and broil their meat, but before half of them had anything prepared to eat orders were given to prepare to march.
Now a most ludicrous scramble ensued. Some cut off chunks
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of raw bacon and munched it as they went along; others
turned it, hot and half done, 011 their bread and did the saiiie.
Those that had cups filled them with half-boiled coffee and
sipped as they went. One hour froin this time we had crossed
the Ohio River and were drawn up in line in front of the
ofice of some war official. Though we remained there for a
long time, none of us could divine the purpose, unless it was
to give the curious crowd that thronged around us in large
numbers ample rime to gaze upon LIS and pass complimentary
remarks, which they indulged i n freely, as: “This is the class
of citizens that is creating the disturbance down South,”
“They are the hardest looking lot that ever appeared in this
s were moved from post to post and
city,” etc. T ~ we
marched and countermarched the entire day, getting into
prison quarters as night set in. The third day after this 1
was attacked with a terrible cold. The result was a malignant
attack of erysipelas in my face that caused total blindness for a
period of eight days. Mr. Stevens, from the start, was sick
and despondent, gradually growing worse. His disease was
chronic bowel complaint, accompanied by acute neuralgia.
H e and I had long been intimate friends, and, from the day of
our first imprisonment, had messed together, alld our cots
were side by side during my forty clays’ stay in Cincinnati.
A good portion of the time our prison friends believed that
neither of us would get well; and had it not been that a
goocl Samaritan entered the prison and discovered our condition and ministered to oiir waiits, I think that my life would
not have been saved, nor Mr. Stevens’s prolonged as it was.
This angel of mercy was a widow, MIX S. Peters, with
a large fortune and without children, who claimed to be a
daughter of Rufus King, a former Governor of New York.
She was a Roman Catholic, but not a regular Sister of Charity.
She was spending her time and money in caring for the destitute and visiting those who were sick and in prison, acting
the good Samaritati in the highest sense of that word. This
woman found us out and visited LIS, bringing in soups and other
delicacies such as were suited to our weal.: condition, sending
s o q and towels and all such things as she thoiight w o d d add

to our comfort. But the saddest part of this recital is that
while this Roman Catholic lady was displaying these true
Christian virtues, X r . Stevens’s brethren i n the Church, many
of them being in the city and knowing his condition, never
deigned to call upon him, save one Kat. G. Taylor, a Xetliodist minister, who lately died in Carter County, this State,
being one of the mapy refugees from East Tennessee on
Longstreet’s approach. . H e called several times to see him.
Mr. Stevens shed tears over the Catholic lady’s kind treatment, often saying that in times past he had felt it a duty to
persecute the Catholic people; but this woman had so coihpletely disarmed him that he never could do it again. I
remained in the city forty days, and, so soon as I recovered
sufficiently, was ordered to Johnson’s Island. Mr. Stevens
was not in condition t o go. H e had steadily declined all the
time, and seemed fully conscious that he would never recover
nor ever reach home. Some days before I left he learned that
a Methodist minister and particular friend by the name of
Cunnyngham was in Kentucky. H e wrote to him and received an answer before I left. This letter he showed me.
It gave some reason for not visiting him at once, but contained a promise to come soon. I learned after leaving that
he did visit him. I refer you to him for particulars as to Mr.
Stevens’s last days, death, and burial. His name is W. G. E.
Cunnynghani, Sunday School Editor, Nashville, Tenn.
“Most respectfully,
W. W. WALLACE.”

I have made this lengthy estract from General Wallace’s
letter because it was necessary in order to show the animos of
the men who arrested noncombatants-private
citizens and
ministers of tlie gospel-and hurried them off to prison and
exposed them to tlie most cruel hardships, a persecution even
unto death, and because it is unvarnished history which concerns a beloved brother who was driven to the slaughter for
no other offense than the exercise of what ,all true freemen
love and cherish-the
right of personal opinion. The facts
stated in this letter show also the animus of certain saints of
the Loyd in time of war. I leave this sickening historic picture and introduce an extract from a letter from ,Dr. Cunnyng-
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ham of recent date concerning the death and burial of Rufus
IZI. Stevens :
“Uour friend, General Wallace, has been misinformed, in
part, as to iiip Visit to Brother R. X. Stevens. The story is
briefly this: I \vas a t Shelbyrille, Ky., waiting f o r an opportunity to get through the Federal lines into ‘Dixie.’ I landed
in Nexv Yorli December 21, 1801, and remained there until in
the early part of the next 5Iarch. I visited Washington City
and other points, trying to get through the lines; but as I was
not l a j d enough to swallow the oaths presented to me as
conditions of securing a pass, I could not get through. While
waiting at Shelbyvillc, I heard that Brother Stevens was in
IZIcClaiii Barracks, i n Cincinnati, a prisoner. I sent him money,
and, as soon as I could, went to see him, but he had passed
away before I reached Cincinnati. I saw Dr. I-Iarrison, of
the Kentucky Conference, who lived in Covington a t the
time, and who had visited Brother Stevens during his illness
in the prison, and who also attended to having him buried in
Covington. Dr. Harrison was loyal and had access to the
barracks. I could i i ~ thave seen Brother Stevens if I had
been in Cincinnati before his death I could not take the test
oath. I also visited the Prioress of the Convent of St. Claire,
who had visited Brother Stevens during his last sickness and,
I think, was with him’when he died. She said that he was
very happy in prospect of his speedy entrance into heavenly
rest. She said to me: ‘I ani a Catholic, though brought up a
Presbyterian, and I know that you Protestants trust only in our
Lord for salvation, and so do I. Mr. Stevens was a good man,
and I never said one word to him about the difference in ollr
creeds. He was dying, and I would not trouble him in his
last hours.’ She gave me his satchel, Bible, and spectacles,
which I sent to Sister Stevens, but never heard whether she
received them. This is all I know about Brother Stevens’s
death. He died in McClain Barracks, ancl died happ!. in tlle
Lord. I was glad to know that the money I sent him \vas
received by him, and that it helped to make him cornfortable
in his last days.
“Yours truly,
W. G. E. CUNNYNGHAM,”
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Thus ended the life of RLI~LIS
SI. Stevens, a man of tiaturally brilliant parts, ivho provcd his lidelit> to the Church
and to God, and who died a iiiartjr to the came oi pcrsonal
freedom and the right of private judgment, and died at the
instigation of sectional hate and bigotry. This is ail ugly
chapter in history. It is, however, only just to an innoccnt
aiid persecuted man, just to a Church at whose altars and in
Lvhose ministry he served to the good of souls, just as a timely
rebuke to a rude barbarism which kiioivs no mercy arid practices its powers of hate iinder a display of banners on which
are inscribed: “We are the patriots of the land and tli: saints
of the Lord.” Thank heaven, Rufus AI. Stevens is safe beyond
the color line and the power of hatred which kept medical aid
from his dying couch! H e went up with a shout to be forever
with the Lord.

As the statement of General Wallace seems to inculpate Col. John E. Erowilov, I will allow liim to
defend himself, which he does in a letter to me :
I called a t the office of Brigadier General S. P. Carter,
Provost biarshal General, on some business, the nature of
which I have forgotten. As I entered his office I heard him
give the order to a subordinate officer, a lieutenant, I believe,
t o take a squad of men and go to the home of Rev. R. SI.
Stevens and arrest and bring him to Knoxville immediately.
I at once remarked: “General Carter, Stevens is a good inan
I have known him since I can remember. H e has many times
been a guest at m y father’s house when there were so many
guests that he and myself have occupied the same room together, and I know all his children.” General Carter replied:
“I have ordered his arrest because several of his Union neighbors have complained to me that on his report to the Confederate authorities here several of his neighbors had been arrested and sent South to prison.” I replied : “I know nothing,
General, as to the truth or falsity of these charges; . . biit
I hope that you mill deal as leniently as possible with 31r. Stevens.’’ H e then turned to me and said : “I do not wish to do hiin
an injustice o r treat him harshly; and on account of your long

.

381

HOLSTON BIETI-IODIS31.

acquaintance with and personal regard for him, I want you
to make the arrest, because it would doubtless be preferred
by hini that yazb do this, and it would alarm his family less
than if done by a stranger.” General Carter insisted, and I
complied with the request. When I went to Mr. Stevens’s
farm, I explained the whole matter to him in detail. He expressed himself as greatly pleased that I had come instead of
a stranger. I got to his house about midday. H e requested
that I give him until the next morning before starting for
Knosville, as he wished to attend to some private affairs. I
readily consented, and told hiin to take all the time he wanted.
I put no guard over him, but paroled him, and spent the night
at his house. I was on duty in Kentucky during the siege
of Knoxville; and after the siege, when I was on m y way
home, I met officers in charge of prisoners going Korth. I
saw among them on horseback Mr. Stevens in charge of Col.
R Clay Crawford, a Tennessee oflicer. After shaking hands
with Mr. Stevens and expressing my regret at finding him in
the situation he was in, I turned to Colonel Crawford and
said: “I want you to do everything in your power t o make
hlr. Stevens comfortable. H e is an old friend of our family.”
Colonel Crawford replied : “You are telling me just what your
mother did before I left Knoxville. She gave me two blankets
for his use, and I promised to do everything I could to make
him comfortable.’’

Judge 0. P. Temple, in his “East Tennessee and the
Civil War,” says:
There was undoubtedly a disposition on the part of Getl.

S. P. Carter, the provost marshal general, to be just and hu-

mane, for such was his nature; but it was difficult for the
most huinane man, under the circumstances, to hold the scales
of justice level. Beyond question, there was in some cases,
possibly in a number, unnecessary severity. In this category
falls the confinement in a Northern prison of Rev. R. M.
Stevens, W. W. Wallace, and Cliancellor T. N. Vandyke.
These nien were sent, so far as I understand their history,
simply because they were outspoken, prominent secessionists
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who were utiwilling to give up the cause of r h c Coiiicdcrac\..
after the Federals had ohrained control of East Teniiesscu.
-1s I have condemned the imprisonment of pertceaidc citizens
became of political opinions in the case of Viiion men, 5 ~ 2
likewise I cotidellin it in these cases. Eut it is to be oliser\etl
that the latter class of cases did not amount t o a third of the
former in point of number nor in the severiiy of trea:ment,
and that they occurred after the unjust and unnecessary persecutions of Union men by the Confederate aut!iori~ies.

'IT'ar has its lights as we11 as its shadows. its amenities as well as its barbarities. Among soldiers there are
good men, magnanimous men. great inen, as u-ell as
bad men, little men. I n contrast Irith the cruelties
mentioned above and in connection with the mention
of the Rev. S. G. Taylor, I wish here to iiitrotluce a
sketch of General Robert E. I-ance. This sketch I
wrote and publisheci a short time after his death. It is
25 follo\vs:
"Take liiiii, for all in all he was a man :
lye ne'er shall look upon his like again."

Robert Brank Trance \vas born in Buncombe County, Ii.C.,
hpril 24, 1525. H e was appointed clerk of rlie Court of Coninion Pleas and Quarter Sessions f o r Euiicombe County in IS$,
served eight years, and declined reilection. -Afterwards lie
v a s engaged in merchandising in .Asliciille for a nuiiibcr of
years, and was a popular and successful merchant. He w a *
married to 3liss Harriet 3IcElroy in ISjr, bl- whom were l i o r i ~
to him six children, four of ~ l i o msurvive hiin. l\'heii the ~ ' i i r
broke out, in 1S61, he was elected captain of rlie Buncombe
Life Guards, raised through his influence for the Confederate service. lylien the Twenty-Kinth Regiment of Korth
Carolina Volunteers was organized, he was elected colonel by
the officers, receiving every vote but his O'LVII. The regiment
being reorganized at Cumberland Gap in 1862, he was reelected. H e was in several engagements at Cumberland Gap
in 1S62, and commanded his regiment in the battle of Nur-
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freesboro in 1863, where, on the fall of General Rains, he
succeeded to the command of the brigade while the battle
?vas raging. His horse was killed under him, and he was
complimented for gallantry by General bIcCown. -4 short
tilne after this he was appointed by President Davis to the
railk o,f brigadier general as a reward for his skill .and gallant ry.
After the army fell back under General Bragg t o Slielbpville, General Vance became ill with typhoid fever. While
he was down, his regiment was ordered to Mississippi, and he
did not command it afterwards. When he returned t o the
army, in 1863, General Bragg assigned him to duty as brigadier general in Western North Carolina; and lie was captured
at Cosby Creek, Cocke County, Tenn., January 14, 1864,
while riding into a squad of Federal troops by mistake. The
General was kept in prison first at Nashville, then at Louisville, Camp Chase, Ohio, and, lastly, at Fort Delaware. While
in the last-mentioned prison lie was released on parole, together with General Scale, and given the freedom of the
country within the Federal lines to buy clothing for the Confederate prisoners. The cause of this extraordinary kindness
extended to him involves a touching and interesting story
which in this brief sketch cannot be given i n detail. Suffice it
to say that it was an apt illustration of the saying of Jesus:
”With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again.” It was one instance of a man’s good deeds coming
back on liim as a recompense in this life. W l d e he, with his
regiment, was holding down the Ui!ion nien in J o h s o u
County, Tenn., i n the early part of the war, Rev. Sathaniel
G. Taylor, a Union man of Carter County, a local preacher
of eminence in tlie Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and a
prominent politician, was intich annoyed by tlie Confederate
scouts and, feeling that his life was in danger, he fled to the
woods ; but becoming weary of lying out in this style, he went
to Colonel Vance’s headquarters, surrendered, and asked for
protection papers. Colonel Vance, fearing that it woold go
hard with his old friend if he should be taken t o Knoxville
to be tried, instituted a court-martial, tried and acquitted him,
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and gave him protection papers. It becoining too hot for bir.
Taylor in East Tennessee, he soon made his way through the
Confederate lines to New Jersey. A s sooii as possible he
went to Washington City, called on President Lincoln, and
gave him an account of the situation in East Tennessee. The
President wept as the story was being told him, but occasionally interrupted the narrative with a ~ L I I ~ I O ~ O Laiiccdote,
IS
thus
mingling sunshine with shower. RIr. Lincoln was deeply affected by the story of his trial and acquittal by Colonel Vance,
weeping freely at the representation of the Colonel’s magnanimity. “And now, Mr. President,” said Rlr. Taylor, “this
mail is your prisoner.” ”He shall be released,” was the pronipt
and emphatic reply of the President, and the ordcr for his
release was issued at once. After the Gciicral’s release, he
was active, in connection with his Confederate colleague, in
using the money furnished by tlie confederate treasury in procuring clothing for the Confederate prisoners; and he was
everywhere cordially received by people of the North, many
voluntarily contributing to the wants of tlie prisoners. The
General’s personal popularity and gallant conduct during the
war pointed him oat as a fit standard bcarer of Llie democracy
of the Eighth Congressional District of his State, and accordingly lie was elected to the House of Representatives in the
year 1872, and by repeated elections remained an active and
useful member of that body for twelve years. The nominating
~
tied betwcen him and Captain Tlionias
convciition in I S S being
D. Johnson, lie broke the deadlock by ‘witlidrawiiig from the
race. During President Cleveland’s first term hc held the
office of Assistzitit Comniissioncr of Patents.
General Vatice was twice elected Grand Xastcr of &soils
of North Carolina, and was at one time Deputy I-ligli Priest of
tlie Grand Chapter of that State. Ide was also an ho,iiored
frater of the ICiiiglits Telnplar. H e filled for one term the
office of Grand Worthy Patriarch of the Sons of Temperance
of North Carolina. H e was from youth a metiiber of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and was several times
elected to the General Conference. H e was also one of the
Cape May Commission, which in a measure settled the
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property disputes between the Methodist Episcopal Church and
the lIethodist Episcopal Church, South. The College of
Eishops also appoiiited him a dclegate t o the Ecumenical
liethodist Conference held it1 London in ISSI, but his pressing
engagements a t home forbade his attendance. General Vance
m'as for a long time Secretary and Treasurer of the Holston
Conference Female College, ?isheville, K. C., and he adniinistered the affairs of his double ofice with great success. H e
\-cas for inany years recording steward of Central Church,
Asheville, superintendent of the Sunday school, and a leading
worker in all departments of Church work in his town.
On 3Iarch 20, 18S7, he lost by death his beloved wife; and
in I@ he was happily united in marriage to X s s Lizzie R.
Cook, of Swain County, who survives him.
-4 man who has touched humanity at so many points-a
man of such probity, unselfishness, deirotion to the welfare of
the race, pleasing manners, and sublime piety-deserves
a
book, but I must be content to dedicate this brief notice to his
memory.
IYith very limited scholarship, he wrote and spoke acciirately and critically. His brlles-lctii.rs reading was extensive,
and he was a cyclopedia of choice poetical quotations. With
no education but what the common schools afforded when he
was a boy and such as he achieved by diligent reading, he
was a n ardent patron of the higher education, contributing
more than any other one man to the success and prosperity of
the Conference college iii Asheville.
H e had a lifelong temperance record. Through his infiuence a divisioii of Sons of Temperance mas kept up in his
'town for a number of years ; and partly through his indefatigable efforts Asheville had a local prohibitory law for some
years before the war. H e delivered hundreds of temperance
and prohibition lectures throughout the State, traveling at his
own expense, and his lectures were always full of humor,
pathos, and eloquence. No man had a better command of
humor. H e was less witty but more humorous than his
brother Zebuloii, pet his wit was ready and sparkling, but
never sarcastic. If his character were to be set forth in a
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single word, it would be LOVE. He never wounded with
words, either privalely or publicly. I-Ie was a grcat Church
worker. In the midst of liis business, military, and political
careers he mas always ready IO offer a prayer or to deliver a
religious exhortation. TVithout spiritually readjustiiig, lie was
always ready to go into tlie altar to jnstriict and comfort pcnitents. As a steward h e was diligent ,:ind siiccessful in nianaging
the finances of tlie Church ; as a Sunday school superintendent
he was almost adored 1 2 ~ -the children: and in revival work his
spiritual power and' influence for good were wonderful.
Endowed as he was with fine business and economical ideas,
his liberality at the same time was limited only by liis means.
The indigent, the widow, and the orphan were never turned
away from his door witlioiit inaterial help and a kind word.
H e perhaps'gave a larger per cent of his income for Church
and charity purposes than any other iiiaii in liis community.
His fine business talent and great popularity as a business
man enabled hiin at one time to accmiiulate a considerable little
fortune, which was wasted tlirough the vicissitudes of war,
mistakes of his partners in business, and other circunistaiices
wliicli he could not conrrol, so that he died in limited circunistances.
i n a proper es'tiniate of his cliaracter m e sliould not fail
to mention the fact that he maintained his moral integrity and
a high state of spirituality througlioiit the war and tlirougliout
a busy and exciting political career. H e iiilierited from a noble
parentage the niost honorable principles. I did not personally
know his father; but I never knew a better wonian, all arouiid,
than his mother. General Vance was always honest, truthful,
incorruptible. His most intimate acqnaintaiices wcre his grcatest admirers and most steadfast friends. T h e value of such a
inan cannot be estimated in figures or words. I l e had not the
learning or logical build of his brother, and the world would
not prononnce hiin as great a inan, h i t lie was not his 1)rother's
inferior in cotninon sense arid political sagacity. In debate he
could never be tripped, and his rcadiiiess and pertinence of
repartee were unequaled.
A few spccches in Coiigress, .ivliicli do him grcat credit, and
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a little volume of poems entitled “Heart Throbs from the M o m taiiis” are his principal contributions to the literature of his
country. The verses of the latter, written under various circumstances, some of them in his early youth, have the spirit of
poesy, and sonie of them in rhythm and beautiful sentiment
possess positive merit. 1 carinot forbear quoting a few paragraphs from a letter to me from his beloved wife, x h o waited
upon hiin so faithfully and lovingly throughout his prolonged
sickness. She said:
“General Vance died as he had lived-the noblest Christian
m a n I ever knew. He had gradually been sinking a long time,
a n d a t times !vas uncoiiscious before he died, and talked but
little on account of exhaustion. H e called me often through
t h e last night of his life. I was with him all the time. Just
before day I said : ‘General, you hare often repeated the twentyt h i r d Psalm and hoped that you would realize it a t the last.
Do you realize it now?’ ‘Yes, yes,’ came in feeble whispers.
O n one occasion a year ago he was dangerously ill through
t h e night. I did not think he could live till morning. T h e
n e s t day he said : ‘You thought I would die last night.’ I said :
‘Yes, General: and how did the future look to you?’ H e replied : ‘I felt that I had nothing to do but to lay m y hand in t h e
hand of God and go.’ Again he said: ‘I am like a bird in the
air, ready to light on earth or in heaven.’ He once asked me if I
thought the Lord would come for him in the night. I replied :
‘I do not know.’ H e said: ‘I hope he will come through t h e
day.’ And he did.”

H e quietly breathed his Iast November 28, 1899.
T h e funeral services were held at Central Church,
Xsheville. The remains were followed to the cemetery,
it is said, by the largest funeral procession, except two,
in the State. Masons, Confederate Veterans, Sons of
Veterans, joined in the cortPge with a large body of
citizens. His body rests in the Asheville Cemetery and
his soul in the bosom of God.
In the last chapter I gave an account of the con-

vention lvhicli met in I<iiosville to consider the question
of organizing a Holston Conference of the Tdetliodist
Episcopal Church. The organization was determined
upon and a day appointed for the meeting of preachers
for that purpose. On the day appointed, June I , 1865,
in the same house in which the Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was held by Eishop Early in 1862, Bishop D. W. Clark faced an eager,
expectant company of Nethodist preachers and people, men and women. Prayers were offered by Rev.
Dr. Pue, of Cincinnati, and by the venerable James
Cumming. The Cishop then proceecled with the organization, transferring ?V. C. Daily, G. A. Gowan,
and R. A. Guthrie from the Kentucky Conference.of
the AIethodist Episcopal Church, T. S. Stivers from
the Ohio Conference, T. H. Peariie from the Oregon Conference, and J. I?. Speiice from the Cincinnati
Conference. J. F. Spence was requested to act as
Secretary. Revs. Daily, Gowan, and Guthrie had all
been ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, but had refugeed in Kentucky. Forty-thee
preachers were received into the Conference, together
with seven admitted on trial, making fifty in all. The
statistical reports showed liow well the work of prelilninary organization had been prosecuted by the
preachers prior to the meeting of the Conference ; for,
including probationers, there was reported a membership of 6,404 and 51 Sunday schools, with 2,761 officers,
teachers, and scholars.
The appointments were as follows :
Athens Disfyirf.-J. Albert Hydeti, Presiding Elder. Athens,

J. W. hiIann, L. 15'. Crouch; Athens Circuit, J. N. Moore;
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Decatur Circuit, J. JV. Peace; Philadelphia Circuit, J. B.
Little, J. K. Stamper; Jladisonville and Tellico Nission, to be
supplied ; Naryville Circuit, T. H. Russell ; Louisville, T. P.
Rutherford ; Little River, to be supplied ; Kingston and Sulpliur
Springs, S. E. I-Iarnell ; Xontgomery, to be supplied. E. Rowley, President and rigeat of Athens Female College. It;.H.
Rogers, Conference Agent for Sunday Schools, etc.
Chuffaizooga Disfricf.-lV.
Daily, Presiding Elder. Chattanooga, T. S. Stivers ; Cleveland, J. L. N a n n ; Cleveland and
Benton, A. F. Shannon; n'ashington, 11. H. B. Burkett ; Pikeville and Jasper, Johii Alley;' Ducktown, to be supplied; Harrison and Lafayette, to be supplied; Dalton, to be supplied;
Rome, to be supplied; Atlanta, to be supplied.
Joizcsbouo Dkfrict.--L. F. Drake, Presiding Elder. Jonesboro, to be supplied ; Joiiesboro Circuit, to be supplied; Elizabethton and Taylorsville, Harmon D. Crumley ; Blountville
and Eristol, to be supplied; Kingsport, S. G. Gaines; Rheatown, Joseph Milburn ; Greenerille, to be supplied ; Morristown, lt'. C. Graves; Fall Branch and Kingsport, to be supplied ; St. Clair, to be supplied : Newport, James hlahonep;
Iforth Carolina Circuit, A. R. Wilson, J. B. Fitzgerald. William Llilburn, Chaplain in the army and member of Rheatown
Quarterly Conference.
K ~ i ~ ~ i ~Disfi-ici.-Thomas
ille
H. Pearne, Presiding Elder.
Knoxville, J. F. Spence; Knox, J. P. Milburn ; Rogersville,
E. E. Gillenwaters, G. bl. Hicks (supernumerary) ; Sneedville, F. D. Crumley; Tazewell and Powell's Valley, J. B.
\Talker, and one to be supplied; Maynardrille, Thomas S.
Sf'alker ; Rutledge, Philip L. Chambers ; Jacksboro, John
Forrester : Clinton, John Xahoney ; Dandridge, Andrew J.
Greer ; Serierville, Daniel Carter.

c.

The spirit of the Conference did not materially differ froin that of the Knoxville convention, as the following resolution, adopted by the Conference on the
third day of the session, shows :
R r s o I z d : I . That it is the sense of this body that those
who entered into the late rebellion and imbibed the spirit there-
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of are guilty of a crime sufficient to exclude them from the
kingdom of grace and glory and must not be admitted into
this Conference, save upon full confession and thorough repentance.
2. That those niiiiisters who abandoned their work and
their homes and absconded the country npon the approach
of the national flag have so far forfeited claim to our confidence and Christian fellowship that they should not be
recognized by this Conference as accredited iniiiisters tlll they
shall have been restored by the proper authorities of the
Chu r ch .

An analysis of the list of appointees shows that some
were appointed to pastoral charges who, according to
the above resolutions, had been “guilty of a crime sufficient to exclude them from the kingdom of grace and
glory”-in other words, that they were put in charge
of Churclies when they deserved to be in hell. Inasiiiuch as this new Conference had had no pastoral
charges in Holston up to this time from which preacliers could abscond, and none of the absconding preachers had been appointed to any Holstoii charges by the
authorities of the Methodist Episcopal Church a footnote should have been appended to Resolution No. 2
explaining who constituted the “proper authorities” by
which the fleeing clerics were to be restored in order to
be entitled to recognition by the new Conference; and,
further, the nature and process of such restoration
should have been clearly pointed out.
I ani sorry for the fanaticism displayed by Holstoii
(North) in 1865,and glad that this fanaticism was not
exceeded by the undeniable and ever-to-be-deplored
fanaticism of E-Iolston, South, in 1862, 1863, and 1864.
Thanks to the uiiwisdom that hindered the Methodist
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Episcopal Church from taking full advantage of the
follies of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Soutli !
I shall not beg parclon of m y readers for giving at
rather
this point a thrilling incident of the Civil+r
the Cn-Civil-l17ar.
Some weeks before the raid of
General Stonenian, x(-liich has been mentioned, General
Burbridge marched a considerable detachment, part
whites and part negroes: against the salt works i n
l‘fashington and Sniyth Counties, T-a., for the purpose
of destroying them. H e was met by the Confederates
and disastrously defeated. The wounded Federals and
Confederates were sent to the Emory Hospital.
Some months previously, so the story goes, a Captain Smith, of the Federal army, went to the home of
Champ Ferguson. in Harlan County, Ky., at the hour
of midnight in freezing weather, and drove his wife
and grown daughters out of doors in their nightclothes, and then destroyed the house by fire. To use
a vulgarism, Ferguson “had it in” for Smith, and embraced the first opportunity for retribution. Tjie result of the salt works fight furnished this opportunity.
Ferguson, learning that Captain Smith was in the Emory Hospital, a wounded prisoner, determined to kill
him and all the Federal soldiers in the hospital with
him. This he attempted with only partial success. He
killed Captain Smith and a fern others, and would
have killed all the Federal prisoners in the hospital,
the surgeons excepted, but for the prompt interference
of Maj. lV. W. Stringfield, of the Confederate army.
But I will allow the Major to tell his own story, which
he does at my request :
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On o r about the 6th of October, 1864,when on my way
from the army of General Early in the Valley of Virginia
to another part of my command in Western Korth Carolina
under Col. William H. Thomas, commanding Thomas’s Legion, located from Asheville to LIurphey, and including the
Cherokee Indians, I ran up against the noted partisan ranger
Capt. Champ Ferguson, of Harlan County, Ky., the Confederate outlaw, as the Federals called hrm.
I was at Emory only for a day o r so on a visit to my mother
and sisters, who were reftigeeing from our burned and desolated home, at Straw Plains, East Tennessee. hfaiiy of the
ladies of the Emory comiiiunity by concert of action had assembled a t aiid around the college, which was being med as a
Confederate hospital; and these dear women, as their sisters
were wont to do all over our beloved Southland, were giving
to our sick and wounded soldiers such words of cheer and
such delicacies of food as they so well knew how to give. My
F. A. Butler, of Kashville,
three sisters were there-Mrs.
Tenn.; ICfrs. Dr. J. S. Kennedy (now in heaven) ; aiid blrs.
J. E. Ray, of Asheville, N. C. I was standing in front of the
college with Miss Margaret IViley; and while I was unarmed,
r had on my full Confederate major’s uniform. In a battle
a few weeks prior to this General Breckenridge had fought
and defeated the Federal Generals Burbridge and Haiison at
or near Saltville, Va., for the control of the salt works. Our
troops defeated the enemy in a most handsome manner, killing, wounding, and capturing many. It was Kentuckian against
Kentuckian, and Southrons against negroes. These wounded
Federals iiicluded the negroes and also a Federal captain
of scouts or rangers, Captain Smith. This Smith seems to
have been an old neighbor of Ferguson’s and a bitter war
time foe. “War to the knife, and the knife to the hilt” was
the battle cry of both. For several days prior to this numerous
Kentuckians had been in and oiii of the hospital, interviewing
their wouncled enemies and old neighbors. In this way they
had located Captain Smith and General Hanson and doubtless
had given Captain Ferguson all needed information. Ferguson and his ineii came i n a back way and hitched their horses
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in the near woods, and all came in together, carriiiig army
pistols-rather
a desperaie-looking cro\i d. I had no authority there, and spoke in a friendly inanner to them as they
nearly touched elbow with me in passing. Ey a prearranged
pian all passed into the door and at once ran up the main
stairway to the upper or fourth story, where for saiety and
convenience all the Federals, including several Federal surgeons, had been placed. Only a guard of one soldier had been
placed at each stairway t o keep the Federals upstairs. Fergu5011 a t once took charge of the hospital and, leaving two or
three men on each flight of steps, ran to the upper story and
very soon into Captain Smith’s room. Encountering the
guard, he wrenched his gun from his hands, and shot Captain
Smith with it. Then the bandits ran from room to room,
searching for Smith’s men and for the negro soldiers. They
killed several of each. Tliere was so miich confusion and
consternation with all of us that none of us knew what was
best to be done. -At the urgent request of Dr. IViley and
Professor Longley, I a t once assumed command of the post,
got up a few guns and pistols, stationed additional guards,
and assured the Federals there that with our lives !\-e would
protect them. After this a few shots were fired upstairs, but
the guards on the steps refused to allow any one to pass up.
Dr. hIurphree, in charge of the hospital, having his office in
the college lawn, was notified and rnshtd to the rescue, but
he and all others n e r e halted at the foot of the stairs. Profcscor Longley rushed oiit to me and asked my help, and at
once I responded. Professor Longley cried out to the surging
crowd, ‘*Get out of the may and let 3Iajor Stringficld i n ; ”
and at once I stood before as stern and desperate a lot of men
as I ever encountered in peace or war. I grasped the situation
as well as I was able. There before me on the steps stood
fifteen or twenty desperate Cocfederates, with hate and bitter
and burning wrath gleaming from every eye, with an army
pistol in each extended right arm. I walked up to the nearest
one and, in a tone of voice loud enough for all on the steps
to hear, said: “Who put you here?” “LIy captain,” he answered. I n a sterner voice I asked: “IVho is pour captain?”

”Champ Fergtison,” he replied, and he was evidently intimidated somewhat, as were others; but I again spoke o u t : “All
you inen Itnow that this is an outrageous proceeding, and you
all lciiow that it is my duty to stop it at tlie peril of my life,
and I will stop it.” I further said: “Put up your pistols, every
one of you.“ Several of them fell back into the coriiers. IVheii
the first man said “Champ Ferguson,” I knew that I had desperadoes to deal with; but I felt that burning sense of duty
that always inspires a mati who wants to do riglic aiid will do
right. As the nian gave tlie name of Ferguson, several of
his comrades cursed him and said: “You were told not to tell
that.” But it was out. I was personally acquaiiitcd w i t h
Perguson, and said so. I rushcd tip the steps, followed by a
crowd, and as I ascended I was stopped by a stern-looking
soldier, better dressed and more intclligcnt-loolcing thali any
of those below. While evitlently embarrassed, he presented a
bold front, and, after haltiiig me, lie said : “I don’t wish to hurt
you, bur you can’t bluff nie.” I-Ie walked to tlie front of the
steps, .with his pistol squarely in front of my brcast, saying:
“You can’t pass me.“ I replied : ‘ Y o : and you can’t bluff
me either. You know that I alii doing right and you are doing
wrong. Put u p your pistol and stand asidc.” It was an intense nioiiient and full of peril to us both. I looked liiin
sternly in the eye, and in ten seconds more would have grasped
him around i h e waist and thrown him over tlic banisters ; but
just then another pistol shot was liearc1 011 the upper floor, and
three or four of tlic 1:edcral surgeons on that floor madc quite
. an outcry. One of therii said, “For God’s sake don‘t let thesc
men up licrc kill 11s all !” aiid othcr words t o that effect. r
replied : “I ani doing my best to protect you. I will COIIIC on
up or die on these steps.’’ Then I iiirned to the felloiv in
m y front and told him to get out of my way and orderetl him
to put up his pistol. I pushcd him vigorously aside and welit
on up. A t tlie top of the stairs Captain Ferguson came rushing
around the corner, loutlly exclaiming : “VC’Iiat in the hell does
this niean?” I hac1 just aboiit reached the top. 1 rcplicd :
“This is hellish business, Captain Fcrguson. Aside from the
fact that one of your iiieii told me you were here, I know you
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myself personally. I met you at Gen. Kirbj- Smit!i’s h a d quarters in Knoxville two years ago.” --\bOtlt this tinic Dr.
hlurphree, surgeon in charge of the ho.spital, in citizen’s
’S
clothes, passed me and laid liis 11and on F ~ ~ ~ L I S G I Iahoulder,
saying, in substance: “Sir, I arrest you. I am in charge o i
this hospital, and you have 110 husiiiess making any disturbance
here. You must go away or keep quiet.” Ferguson jerked
loose from Dr. hlurpliree and in a rage thrust a pistol at his
breast;saying, “Out of my way, o r I’ll bloiv your heart out !”
and out of the way the Doctor got i n a flash. I again confronted him, saying: “I shall not attempt to arrest J-OLI, Captain Ferguson, but I notify you that you shall not molcst any
one else here unless you do it over my dead body. This is a
dastardly proceeding. You know ir as vel1 as I do.” Ferguson lool<ed like a tiger a t bay. H e had killed Captain Smith;
but he intended to kill also General Hanson, the commander
of the negro troops. H e had searched the house for him i i i
vain. Hanson, in fact, was in a room across the hall from
where we were standing, aiid heard all we said. Filially Ferguson said : ”Come oil, boys ; me have killed some of the d-d
scoundrels, and w e \vi11 come back to-night and kill the balance.” They all uveiit out. I at once notified General Breckenridge, sending to hini by a special messenger an account of
what had occurred, ai:d I heard tlie next day that Ferguson
had been placed under arrest. The fall after tlie war t!ie
Federals, after captiiring Ferguson, assembled a court-martial
to try him for this ai:d other offenses. I was arrested and
s e n t to NashvilIe, Tenn., as a witness against him. H e was
convicted and hanged shortly afterwards.

If Captain Smith had done .v\.hathe was accusetl. of.
he got only liis just deserts; but lie was a \~~oul1deil
prisoner, and it was thought that his wounds were fatal, and his murder by Ferguson v’as not only fiendish
but cowardly. T h e crime of Captain Smith did not excuse the indiscriminate murder of all the Federal prisoners, which Ferguson attempted.

CHAPTER XII.

COSFGKGKCES
OF 1865 A K D 1S66.
THE forty-second session of the Conferelice convened in hlarion, Va., Thursday, Septenlber 14,1865,
Bishop Early President, and James W. Dickey Secretary. Bishop Early did not arrive till the second day,
a i d Thomas E=. Catlett presided the first day.
As it happened, the writer was the host of the session, being at the time preacher in charge oif Marion
Circuit.
Jaines Atkins was requested by vote of the Conference to preach a memorial sermon of all the brethren
who had died since 1S62 except R. M.Stevens, J. M.
McTeer having previously been appointed to preach a
memorial sermon of him.
Dr. Cunnyngham contributed to the profit and pleasure of the Conference by delivering, at the request of
the CoiJference, an account of his labors and experiences in China. At this session the following were
elected delegates to the General Conferelice : E. E. Wiley, W. G. E. Cunnyngham, James Atkins, James S.
Kennedy, and J. h4. McTeer. Reserves: C. Long a i d
G. Taylor.
David S. Windale was appointed trustee of the
property bequeathed to the Church by Mrs. Waugh, of
Ashe County, N. C., and it was ordered that tke property be sold and the proceeds turned over to the Trustees of Holston Conference Female College.
The report on education brought out the following
(400)
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items : That the interests of education had greatly suifered in tlie convulsions through ivliich we had passed ;
that nit11 a return of peace an unusual desire for educational privileges had been an-akened in the minds of
our young people; that all the institutions of learning
under the care of the Conference had suffered more or
less in the progress of the war ; that our school buildings, though not destroyed, had been more o r less dismantled; that after a suspension of four years the
school at Emory and Henry College reopened August
I/' last, and had some fifty students; that while the
buildings mere being used for hospital purposes some
of tlie furniture had been destroyed, but that the buildings and grounds had been little damaged, and the libraries, apparatus, chemicals, and cabinet were safe.
That so little mas destroyed, I think I mal; say, is
due to the fact that President IYiley and some other
college officers lived at Emory and exercised an oversight of the property. Indeed, Dr. SS-iley was part of
the time chaplain of the hospital which had been conducted in the main building.
The report shows that llartha IITashington College
was not suspended during the war, but that from time
to time the pupils had been driven home; that it had
met its annual espenses; and that the agent had succeeded in reducing the debt of the institution from $35,000 to $11,000.This was a payment on the debt of
$21,000.
The minutes slio~vthat John Boring was
agent of the college from Qctober, 1863, to October,
1864. Confederate money was plentiful and cheap,
and it vias fortunate that the college had in the field so
available an agent at such a time. Evidently this large
26

payment was made in Confederate money, which at the
time was a greatly depreciated currency. Fortunately
men could afford to be very liberal with it, and also
fortunately the creditors were very indulgent in receiving it. I remember that during the last year of
the war I paid forty dollars for a pound of coffee,
eighteen dollars a yard for tow linen, and purchased a
ready-made calico dress, paying three htinclred dollars
for it. The lady from whom I bought it wished a few
weeks later to redeem it ; but I asked her five hundred
dollars for it, because the currency was decreasing in
value rapidly.
It is my purpose in this work to give a history of
the country, a picture of the people and the times, as
far as it can be done without departing froin my main
design. Accordingly in this connection I copy an article from the Anzerican showing the comparative
worthlessness of Confederate money during the last
year of the war. In the eastern part of the State of
Virginia prices probably ran higher than in our inountain section, owing to the fact that the East hat1 been
more preyed upon by armies than the West. Cut the
currency depreciation described in this article will apply in a measure to all parts of the South. The article
is headed “A Confederate Christmas,” and is as follows :
Christmas day, 1864. was the Confederate Christmas par
excellence. Outside supplies of all kinds had disappeared,
and whatever comforts were provided were of home manufacture. The Confederate dollar was then worth just two cents
in gold, and flour was $600 a barrel ; sugar was $30 a pound :
salt, $ I ; butter, $40; and beef, $35 to $40 a pound. Wood
sold at $100 a cord, and coal vas not to be had, save in a few

or‘ the cities, o i ~ i i i gto scarci~yor’ transportation. The day
as Sabbath, n Iiich in itseii ;Io u ~ d11a; e tcinpered the usual
111erri ment.
+kt a country residence belon- Richmond, Va., arid not f a r
from the lines of t h e contcnding armies, a pnrty of sevenI;tdies and gentlemen in all the strictest Soutliern sense of the
tcrni-v ere assembled at dinner. The mansion had been
pi-overbid for its !iospitality before the nar. Xoiv the n e l cotne \vas a s cordial as ever, but the board \\:is spread i n accordance ivith the iiccessities of tlie times. A t the head o i
tlie table was placed a large ham, Lvorth $300; a t the foot was
the last turlieg t h e farm could boast, north $ITj. T h e vegetables consisted of cabbage, potatoes, a i d hominy, worth at
a reasonable calculatioi: $100. Corn bread \vas served, flour
Ixiviiig been uriknoirn in this house for months. T h e meal
of which it was made was worth $90 a bushel and tlie salt
that seasoned it SI a pound. Dessert there was none, but in
its place the hostess provided a coarse, black molasses that
n a s north $50 a gallon. T h e same kind lady, as a r a r e treat
for her guests, brought out with a g l o ~of pride a steaming
vrn of real tea-not
sassafras-worth
$TOO a pound, a t the
snme time warning the company that they must expect but
one cup apiece, as this was the last of her store. A f t e r this
there was “coffee” made from s w e t potatoes cut into little
bits, toasted brown, and ground into‘ powder. Such was a
Confederate Christmas dinner in the last vinter of t h e war.
From this superb repast the scale descended to army rationsa bit of salt pork, corn bread, and sweet potato coffee without
sugar.
The ladies’ toilets the writer cannot venture to describe,
but they were largely made up of “homemade” articles in the
fashion prevailing at tlie commencement of the war. T h e
tresses of one were fastened with ”Confederate hairpins,”
made of long black thorns, n-ith the heads tipped v i t h sealing
wax, and the dress was of simple homespun. With t h e exception of the master of the house. d i o s e age compelled him
to pursue the ways of peace, the gentlemen were in uniform,
two being officers and t\vo privates from the neighboring lines
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The country road beyond the farin was lined with slowly moving trains of ariny wagons, and occasionally a small party of
cavalry would pass by at a sharp trot. From the windows of
tlie mansion thin, light clouds of smoke could be seen rising
from the canip fires on tlie lines, and now and then the dull
thud of a heavy gun would break tlie stillness of the scene,
and a fleecy cloud would rise over the tree tops and melt away
in the air.

But to return to the proceedings of the Conference.
The educational report represented that I-Iolston conference Female College had suffered during the war
in the destructioii of furniture and in damage to the
buildings, library, etc. ; also that there was hanging
over the institution a debt of $14,000 which threatened
to destroy its usefulness.
In regard to Athens Feinale College I copy froin the
Journal the following paragraph :
The Atliens Female Collcge is represented as embarrasscd
bjf conflicting claims. Dr. Rowlcy, its President, has upon a
personal claim against the institution filed a bill in Chancery
asking that a sale of the property be made in thirty days
without redemption. Your coininittee would recommend that
immediate steps be taken by this Conference to induce the
trustees of the college to dcmaiid an investigation of the claims
of Dr. Rowlcy and to file a cross bill asking that the right of
redeinption be reserved to them in case the property is sold.
The committee would further recoinmend that Rev. C. Long
and Rev. James Atkins be appointed as agents to see that the
wishes of this Conference be carried into iiniiiediate effect.

Along with the other items of the report, this item
was adopted. Further action in regard to this property was taken at the Conference of ISGG, which I
shall advert to in its place.
The most important act of this session was the
adoption of the report on the state of the Church ; and

The Committee on the State of the Church beg kave to report :
;ifter collecting the facts from our brethren, n-ho are here
f r o m our various fields of labor. as t o :he coiiditil:lii of oiir
Churches v-ithin the bounds o i the Ho!ston Conference. and
a f t e r reviewing calmly the events that have rrampircd in the
l a s t four years, iiow that the smoke of battie has cleared away
arid esciterneilt subsided, your committee ieir it to be ;in imperative duty to examine the official acts o i this body at their late
sessions, that if wrongs had been done to any party or parties by these acts they might be no\v promptly coniessed and
removed, and that we might show to all that it is our purpose to cherish the spirit of Christ and to practice the precepts of the gospel. Guided by tliis view, \ye recorninend ifor
adoption by this Conference the iollo\v-ing preamb!e and resolutions :
TVhereas loyalty to the government under which we live is
a Christian duty, so taught in the Scriptures as weli as in the
Discipline of our Church; and \\-hereas the Federal Governm e n t has now rePstaLlished itself over rhese United States;
a n d whereas some of the acts of this Conference'passed at its
sessions held at Xthens in '62, IS'ytheville in '63, and Eristol in
'64 might be so construed as to place us in the attitude of disloyalty to the government under which we noiv lire; and
whereas duty requires that we clearly define our position
touching these matters ; therefore
Rcsolced, That we are arid intend to be loyal citizeiis of the
government of the United States. and that any acts heretofore
passed by this Conference xvhich are in conflict with this
declaration are hereby rescinded.
Rcsobcd, That the action of this Conference at .\them, by
which John Spears was expelled and IT. H. H. Duggan was
suspended for twelve months, and the action at SVytherille,
by which Jonathan L. Nann, SVilliaiii H. Rogers, William
illilhurii, and TfVliam H. H. Duggan viere expelled, and the

actio11 at Eristol, by which James Cuiiiiiiing, Jesse A. Hyden,
2nd Tho111as hi.’ Russel! were espelled, as hasty ; and since
\ve caiiliot legally restore them here, me do iustruct our delegates to the next General Conference to asli that body to do so.
Resol,gcd, That the taking of the amnesty oath, or tlie oath
of allegiance required by tlie government of the United States
is tlie duty of Christian ministers ; arid wc have accordingly
taken such oath, that by precept and example w e might teach
the Christian doctrine of loyalty.
Resolved, T h y if any brother has withdrawn from this
Conference and coiiiircted himself with m y other ecclesiastical
body under a ~nisapprchensionof any lii11t1, but IIOW desires
to return, lie shall be cordially received by us. But while your
coiiiiiiittee believe that the pass;ige of these resolutions is an
act of justice to all the parties concerned, they do not forget
their relations t o the 14. E. Church, South, iior their obligation to sustain h e r discipline and polity and to preach that
gospel which God has heretofore so signally blcssed. While we
mourn the desolations which war has spread around lis, we
feel a t the same time profouiidly grateful to God that we are
not utterly consumed. Our Church-the vine which his o i m
right hand hath plantcd aiitl which lie hatli causctl to take deep
root, so that it hat11 covered our hills and valleys with the
shadow thereof, sent out her boiighs unto tlie seas and her
branches unto the r i w r , though her hedges havc been broken
down and the boar out of the wood and the wild beast of the
field have wastcd and devoured it-thanks to the Great Ticad o f
tlie Church, still lives. With oiir tlianksgiviiigs let there also be
heard our earnest prayers : “Turii us again, C) Lord God of
hosts, citttse thy face to sliiiie upon us, :tiid we shall be saved.”
In addressing ourselves to the work of rcbuilcliiig the waste
places of our Zion we must iiever lose sight either of the
spirit or of the principles mliich should coiit~olministers of
Ihc gospel. Christ :iud his apostles :ire otir exemplars. Thcir
spirit we must imbibe aiid cherish ; their mlcs of coiiduct in
tlie great work of soul-snving must be o~irs. If he who has
not the spirit of Christ is notic of his, so neither is lie who
walks not in his. footstcps.
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The gospel of Jesus Christ, we tirmly believe, furnishes tlie
only remedy for all the maladies, national and political, social
and personal, which are torturing our race. But the exhibition and application of this remedy should be not to nations
and communities as such but to the individuals comprising
them. It attacks sin on Jvhosesoever skirts it be found. It
associates never with iniquity, but a t the same time it never
meddles either with the relations established by Heaven among
men or v-ith any which are recognized and regulated by the
dixine word. It prescribes the specific duties that arise in
each relation; so that parent and child, husbai1d and wife,
governors and governed, masters and servants may know and
do that which is acceptable unto tlie Lord. This gospel is IIOW
what it has always been and ever will be-the porrer of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth, t o the Jew and to
the Gentile, t o the bpnd and to the free, t o the colored man
and to the white man. Changeless in its nature, transforming
in its effects, when its poxer shall subsidize and leaven each
particle of rhe entire moral mass, this wilderness shall beconic
an Eden, this earth a heaven. A minister of this gospel must
be a man of one vocation. H e can be neither a politician nor
an agent for a government. Having received his commission
from God, he can neither seek nor accept another from
Czsar. except in so f a r as it may clear his way for easier access to the hearts of men. H e attempts neither to set up nor
to pull down governments, imbibes not the spirit of tlie revolutionist, nor assumes the uniform of the warrior. His inspiration kindles not in the sight of martial splendors, nor
in the sound of martial thunders, but in the light and fervor
of the sublime truths of Him who said, ‘‘31~
kingdom is not
of this world,” and again, *‘Let the dead bury their dead, but
go thou and preach the gospel.”
That slavery as it esisted among us is dead is a fact which
we accept. Let us bury it out of our sight. The negro race,
however, responsible in no way for this result, is entitled t o
our Christian sympathies and efforts, that he may receive the
benefits of the blessed gospel. With such views of our relations and duties come we to the work of spreading scriptural
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holiness over these laiids. With our publishing facilities greatly crippled, with finances disordered, with schools scarcely
alive, with backslidiiigs in the Church and deiiioralizatioii
throughout society, how appropriate Christ’s words : “Lift
tip your eyes and look on the fields, for they :ire white already unto the harvest !” Toil and scli-sacrilicc await the
laborer. If the love of Christ constr:tiii him not, hc will soon
leave the field. Adapting ourselves and our nixliiiiery to the
altered circumstances surrounding us with ail elasticity for
which Methodism has ever been distinguished, regarding as
did our founder ”the world as our parish,” WIVCscek t h e f c 1 l o ~ ship of those only who are in syinpathy with us ; but all such
me invite cordially to become colaborers in 0111’ work of faith
and labor of love. Personal religion is tlie grcat want of our
Church in her ministry and in her iiicmbersliip. With it we
prosper ; without it we perish.
With all our energies directed to meet this want we cannot
fail, with the divine blessing, of the greatest spiritual results,
a i d our Zion may yet become the praise of the wliole earth.
Finally we recommeiid tlie adoption of the following rcsolution :
Resolzled, That .as members of the Holston Conference in
the discharge of ministerial duties me will endenvor with
Christian submission to the established government and in
the spirit of Jesus Clirist and of his apostles to prcacl: the
gospel in its fullness to all men in d l life’s relntioiis, escliewiiig a11 political complications, seeking tlic fellowship and
help of all who are one with Lis in spirit, faith, and purpose,
and beseeching all others in tlie name of the God of love to
p:rmit us in the unity of the spirit xiid bond oE peace to prrsuade men all over these lands in Christ’s stead io hecomc
reconciled to God.
E.E.Wrtw,
1.: M. FANNING,
JAMES

ATKISS,

c. Losc,,

W. G. E. CUNNYNCAAM,
G. TA\’r20r<.

J. M. MCTEER,
This report was coniposed by Dr. Wilcy. In spirit
it is quite an iinprovcnient 011 the prcainlilc to the rc-
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port 0 4 the committee of investigation of 1863. The
t\vo reports were clearly a case of before taking and
after taking, or rather it reminds us of the stor! of
the gored o s in 1Yebster.s old spelling book, of n-liich
the inoral was : "Circumstances alter cases.''
Fortunately, while the II'iley report was a matter of
policy, it was also in its very nature a matter of principle. It was a case where considerations of policy
compelled men to do what was right and what should
have been clone if those considerations had not esisted. I hold that, even if the Confederacy had triumphed, the Conference should have recanted its action in the cases of the Union preachers as far as it
had poTver to do so.
Such is the law of polarity that one extreme produces another: and it looks almost as if in the cases
of the Union preacljers the Holston Conferences of
18b.1863. and 1864were attempting to emulate the
Ealtimore Conference of 18#, which suspended X r .
Harcling from the ministry by mere resolution, or the
General Conference of ISM, which suspended Bishop
-4iidreIv from the bishopric by mere resolution, and
that too without just moral or ecclesiastical grounds of
proceclure in either case. The error committed by the
Holston Conference, n-hich it non- proposed to correct,
was tivofold : the confounding of political with moral
offenses and the practical deprivation of ministers of
the right of trial.
But our preachers were at that time in no situation to
reflect soberly. Our beautiful Southlaiid had been invaded by an insolent and pon-erful foe that came to
insult, to kill, to burn, and to destroy. It was the cul-
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mination of years of growing hate. Our preachers did
not know how to look upon a Sorthern sympathizer
with any kind of toleration. Cut the men of the South
were not the only sinners in those day5 ; there was an
equal fanaticism in the Methodist Church (North),
whose Conferences by emphatic resolutions hissed on
the dogs of war.
A short time after the war I was passing through
East Tennessee by railway; and while the other passengers were eating at the railroad hotel at Jonesboro,
I walked to the main street of tlie town and found Col.
~
a crowd in the street and
Leonidas H O L Iaddressing
advising them to cowhide the rebels. Some twenty
years afterwards I was introduced to Colonel Houk in
Knoxville. He was at that time a member of Congress. While shaking hands with him I reminded
him of having heard that speech. He replied: "I am
sorry you did, for we were crazy fhen ; but the war is
over."
The same bishop presided in the Conference of
1865 that presided in that of 1862-the same only in
name, for now he was broad, liberal, tolerant. He had
many kind words to say about hlr. President Johnson,
and he offered no objection to the resolutions which in
effect declared his former rulings improper and illegal. H e even invited to his room the recalcitrant
brother who had openly antagonized his administration,
and consulted him about tlie appointments of certain
preachers.
Adiiiitted on trial: Jacob T. Frazier, Charles T. Carroll.
'

Received by transfer : Jacob Brillhart.
Located: J a m s T. Smith, W. H.Howell, T.
Samuel D. Gaines.

.?I

Smith,
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Superannuated : T. K. Catlett, Joseph Haskew, Daniel B.
Carter, iYiley B IYinion, Timothy Sullins, R. W. Patty,
Thomas K.lIunsey, iiRobesoii,
.
IV. H. Iiellej--.
Expelled: Xbram \Yeaver.
iS’ithdran-ii from the Church : Samuel B. Harwell, Daiid
Flemiiig. \V. C. Graves, Joshua B Little, - i n d r e w J. Greer,
1. IY. Crouch, F. D. Crumley, John IT. IIann, James Mahoney, F. ll. Fanning, -1.
F. English.
Died: E C. IYeFler, J. R. Ballew.
Sumbers in society: \Vhite, 46,069; colored, 4,jS1. Total,
j0,bjo. Increase, 120. .
LocaI preachers, 339 ; traveling preachers, 102.

The expulsion and the withdran-als did not appear
in the General i\Ijtiutes-why I know not. Of those
rvho withdrew from the Church, Samuel E. Harnell,
L. IT*.Crouch, F. D. Crumley, and James Nahoney
subsequently returned to the Church and Conference.
The claims on the Conference fund amounted to $2,g I j , and the receipts to $zSg.Io-a
little more than
eight per cent. The number of Sunday schools reported was I 14; officers and teachers, 662 ; scholars, 4,4G0.
These figures show the results of the ravages of the
war.
Slr. Harwell has been sketched.
David Fleming was above the average size, a man
of average talent, with a reasonably good common
school education. H e was a man of deep and uniform
piety. As circuit preacher and presiding elder he was
always exemplary and useful. Sever brilliant, he
sometimes preached with spiritual power and effect.
He was an honest Vnion man. Col. John Fleming, his
son, was a graduate of Emory and Henry College-a
man of a high order of talent and one of the ablest editors and editorial writers of the nation. H e ranked as
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a writer with such men as Daniel, Holden, Prentice,
Nratterson, and Carmack.
'Iliilliam C. Graves had a long and useful career.
The amount of work which he did was prodigious.
His education was respectable, and lie spoke and wrote
correctly. His sermons were solid and substantial rather than showy. H e appealed to the Litiderstanding
rather than to the emotions. H e was' always serious,
but never melancholy; lie was always cheerful and
hopeful, but never frivolous. He was iinperturbably
good-natured, speaking evil of no one and never returning railing for railing. H e was steadfast and iinmovable in liis convictions of truth and in the discharge of duty. H e could not be driven. He was for
many years Secretary of the I-Iolston Conference,
South, A short time before tlie Civil War lie edited and
published the Religious Intcllipizcer at Morristown,
Tenn. The paper espoused tlie cause o i the Southern
States in tlie national quarrel. During the war lie
was understood to be a Southern niaii ; and liis friends
were surprised .vvhen, at the close of tlie war, lie transferred his membersliip to the I-Iolston Confercncc of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. He had never been
an ultra proslavery inan, and the Church, South, had
been so disiiiatitled by tlie war that lie believed that its
reconstruction .was impossible ; and being offered a
charge in the Ilolston Confereiice (North), with soinething like an adequate support, he accepted it. Later,
as I think, lie saw his mistake, but at liis age he did not
deem it best to correct it. He, however-, cheerfully allowed his faiiiily to choose their Cliurcli relations for
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themselves ; and I believe I am safe in saying that most
of his posterity are Southern Ilethodists.
Mr. Graves wrote much for the religious papers, and
he always wrote n-ell. For many years he x a i a presiding elder in the Church, South, and he vias a h a y s
in favor with his preachers and the people. He was
a great advocate of temperance and prohibition, and
did much to promote the Sunday school cause in this
country. He lived many years after the war, did regular work in the &Iethodist Episcopal Church a part
of the time, and, though a superannuate for the last
few years of his life, he preached much and worked
much f o r t h e cause of Christ. H e did what he could.
Joshua B. Little was a corpulent, good-natured man.
We preached a fair sermon, and he practiced the Christianity which he preached. H e was never bigoted or
bitter. H e exerted a gracious influence in the many
communities where he lived and on the many congregations to whom he broke the bread of life.
L. W. Crouch was a loving and lovable man of moderate ability. His preaching was fluent and animated,
and it pleased the masses.
I?. D. Crumley returned to the Cliurch, South, and
died in it:
John W. nlann became a prominent man in the Holston Conference (Sorth). H e was a man of superior
gifts a n d a man of peace.
James Mahoney eventually died in the 1Iethodist
Episcopal Church, South. While a preacher of the
Rlethoclist Episcopal Church he was seized by a band
of brigancls that were doing service to the cause of the
restored Union by whipping "rebels" and "rebel preach-

erst” and was severely scourged. Finding the l l e t h odist Episcopal Cliurch to be to him otherwise than
an ark of safety, lie returned to his old Conference.
Mahoney lived to an advanced age and was a grand
old man. I have heard this story on him : Uishop Hargrove in holding District Conferences used to furnish
the preachers with a long printed list of questions
which they were expected to answer in writing, and
they read thcse questions and answers in open Conference as their reports. One of the questions was : “I-Iow
is the attendance upon public worship i” Mahoney‘s
answer was : “Not good.” The next question was :
“By what methods do you stiinulatc attendance?’’ Mahoney’s answer was : “Not.” The Cishop, surprised at
this laconic answer, said : “Grother, what do you iiieaii
by ‘not?’” Mahoney replied with sonic spirit : “You’re
a pretty bishop not to know the meaning of the word
‘not !’ ”
Francis M. Falining was above mediocrity as a
preacher. H e was a good circuit preacher and an efficient presiding elder. H e was a man o i fine social
qualities, genial and communicative, but always sober
and prudent. I-Ie was all sunshine. I-Ie sang well and
was pathetic in his sermons and exhortations. H e must
have done a great deal of good in his lifetime, which
was long. During the Civil War he was not in hearty
sympathy with the cause of the South, but he prudently avoided an open rupture with his Con ference. Alter
the war an agent of the ATetlioclist Episcopal Church
visited his home and offcred him a presiding eltiership
in that Church, with a salary of $1,500a year. Iris
devotion to his Church, alrcady weakciied by his polit-
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ical leanings and by the unfortunate action of his Conference in the cases of Union preachers. n-ent down
before tlie influence of this ofier. A t that time the
Southern Church looked like a poor field for a living
to her preachers. The Sorthern Church, with a plethoric missionary treasury, held out pori-erful inducements to men who either loved or needed money. The
money argument was, however, only one of the many
influences that induced Ah-. Fanning to make the
change. But he continued to be a man of prayer and
to preach a whole Christ to a dying world. Sfen ~ d i o
changed under the circumstances in which some of our
preachers found themselves at tlie close of the war
should not be judged harshly. The influence of inferior motives in the forination of character is not to be
despised. The lives of all men are more or less shaped
by such motives. Absolute disinterestedness is perhaps never attained in this life, and \ye do not know
certainly that it will be attained even in the life to
come. While selfishness is a sin, self-love is an inseparable ingredient of human nature.
Edwin C. TVexler was in some regards an extraordinary man. H e was reared on a farm and brought up
at common labor. H e had a good common school education, but liad no academic advantages. His father, however, liad a well-selected library, consisting
largely of religious biographies and theological works.
This library young Edwin read of nights and rainy
days. Before he entered the ministry he had devoured
and digested this library, and much of it had gone to
mental and moral tissue.
H e was born in Sullivan County, Tenn., August XI,
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1828. He joined tlie il/Ietliodist Church when quite
young, and joined as a seeker of religion. H e read the
Scriptures and led a life of prayer some months before
he received the witness of tlie Spirit to the fact of his
filial relation to God. H e was admitted into the Holston Conference in 1850, along with David Sullins, the
writer, and four others. I can safely sap that when
Wexler joined the Conference he ranked as a preacher
with the best of preacliers in the connection. I-Ie
seemed to be full grown at the start. This fact was
due to a very superior intellect, a superior elocution,
and a mind stored with the best thoughts and verbiage
of some of the greatest thinkers and writers of the
Church. To these causes of his iiiiiiiediate success
should be added a thorough regeneration and an absolute confidence in tlie Bible as tlie word of God and
in Jesus Christ as his personal Redeemer. I-Iis mind
was of logical build. His serinoiis were vertebrate.
Each seriiion developed a leading idea in all its normal
and logical branches. The argument was obvious froin
beginning to end, and an intelligent listener could have
gone away and repreached his sermons almost word
for word. Besides, in the pulpit he was greatly in earnest. His delivery was forcible and pathetic, aiid the
body of the discourse was usually followed by earliest
appeals to the inoral sensibilities of his hearers. I t is
therefore not wonderful that he was in deinantl in the
best places in the Conference, that the people loved
and admired him, aiid that he was successful in saving
souls and in building up the people of God on their
most holy faith.
His charges were as follows : Waynesville, Tazewell,
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and Hendersonville Circuits ; Abingdon, Iinoxville, and
Chattanooga Stations ; and Wytheville District. From
Chattanooga Station he entered the Confederate army
as the chaplain of the Thirty-Seventh Tennessee Regiment, but later he became the chaplain of the TwentyXinth North Carolina Regiment.
IYliile in charge of Aslieville Station before the
war he was the picture of health, and had a broad,
deep chest, with a clear, strong voice ; but one day he
startled ine by saying: “I fear that my lungs are affected.” H e was right. Tuberculosis had developed, and
in a few years it hhd wrecked one of the finest constitutions in the country. When he found that he had
pulinonary consmption, he enterecl the army, hoping
that an outdoor life might check the progress of the
destroyer ; but in this he was disappointed. His health
gradually giving away, he was taken from the field ancl
assigned to duty as post chaplain successively at Cleveland and Chattanooga, Tenn., and Lagrange, Ga. A t
the last-mentioned place he died April I I, 1865.
The Rev. F. A. Kiinball, a t whose lioine he died,
says : “I was intimately associated with him for eighteen qionths, the last two of which he spent at my home,
where I witnessed his sufferings and did all that was
in my power to relieve them. H e was remarkably patient ancl resignecl to the will of God.”
H e sent the following messages to his relatives :
Although my life has been made up of many errors and
imperfections, yet my purpose has ever been to do right; and
now I feel that all is well between nie and my Maker through
the atonement of Christ and his abundant grace. M y only
hope is Christ; nothing I have done.
Tell my father I have a confident assurance that it will

37

not be long until we shall meet in a better world. Tell mother
I hope she will follow on in the same good way. Tell Brother
G. there is nothing worth living f o r but heaven. Tell D. (my
only full brother) I have loved him more than any one living.
Though I was sadly grieved with him in regard to our national difficulties, these things are all past with me I ~ O Wand
,
I hope they are with him and hope we will not be less happy
in heaven in consequence of them. Tell Brother J. there is
a divine reality in religion. I have tested it through life in
sickness atid health, in ten thousand trials, and found it to
be the one thing needful.

A s he drew nearer and nearer to the grave, his faith
grew stronger and his hopes brighter even to1 a perfect
triumph over death. H e was rational to the last nioment, and passed away with an unclouded prospect of
a glorious immortality. His remains were interred at
Lagrange, Ga.,’ by the ladies of the Confederate Memorial Association. The inscription placed by them on
the stone was simply: ‘Wr. Wexler.” They did not
know his full name, and also were mistaken in supposing that he was a chaplain of a Kentucky regiment.
L4r. Wexler w a s of German stock. H e was above
the average in size, heavy-set and lubberly. 1 5 s physical make-up showed the warping effects of long-continued, hard manual labor. For that reason he was reputed to be awkward, but really he was not; he was
as graceful in his movements as his physical structure
would allow, and he acquired readily the etiquette of
good society. H e had a keen eye, but a receding forehead and a face lacking in beauty, which did not indicate intellect to the casual beholder ; yet when he was
preaching his face shone with the transfiguration of
‘Obituary notice in the Conference Journal.
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thought and holy emotion, and for the time being he
was really hanclsonie.
During the Conference year 186;-66 Joshua Roberts,
of Asheville, N.C., passed away. I knew him well and
favorably, and often enjoyed his ungrudging hospitality, as did also many other preachers. He was a 1aIv? e r n h o depended for his success more on his knou.1edge of l a v and a careful preparation of his cases than
upon p0vw-s of oratory. H e was born in Shelby, ?
C.,i.
February j, 1795. Xrs. Lucinda Roberts, his wife,
was a daughter of Col. Jolin Patton, and was born
near Xsheville JUIY 2 2 , 1802. Their home was about
a mile and a half from the Buncombe Courthouse and
within a few hundred feet of xvhat is now the passenger
station of the Southern Railn-ay. Their farin consisted in part of some rich alluvial bottoms along the
French Croad River, mhicli furnished a coinfortable
income.
hIr. Roberts’s people were Baptists, and lfrs. Roberts’s were Presbyterians. She was among the first
members of the RIetliodist Church in Aslieville, if not
the first member, and she was certainly one of the
most active and influential members. 1Ir. Roberts did
not join the Church till late in life, although he evidently led a Christian life many years before he attached himself to the Church. Possibly his Eaptist
bias held him off. But 3lrs. Roberts always held family prayers up to the date of his joining the Church,
and she prayed in the public congregation when called
011.

They had nine children, four sons and five daughters. Two of the daughters became the wives of

Methodist preachers. Harriet was married to the Rev.
SVilliam hI. Kerr September 13, 1849; and Sarah was
married to the Rev. Randolph Dulaney Wells Noveniber 30, 1849.
Joshua Roberts's home was always a home for
preachers, especially for llethocli\t preachcrs. Xrs.
Roberts was a model housekeeper, and her table was
always supplied with viands prepared in the iiiost attractive style. This home was also a refuge for the
orphan. Mr. and htrs. Roberts reared to womanhood
two nieces, who were married at this home. Like
the woman of Shunem, they always kept a prophet's
chamber.
Mr. Roberts died November 21, 18Gj; and Mrs.
Roberts December 21, 1869. They were good folks,
and always had plenty around them, and they were always willing to divide it with those who were in need.
The war utterly wiped out the estate, and it was perRoberts's death, when
haps this fact that caused MI-.
it occurred. RIr. Edward Aston, who married one of
the nieces, once remarked that he was unable to see any
other cause for it. All of his children are now in the
spirit land except Mrs. George W. Whitson, ~ 1 1 0lives
in -4sheville.
I should have stated that soon after Mr. Roberts
joined the Church he was appointed class leader of the
Asheville Church, and he held this office for many
years. Shrinking and inodest as lie was, he was enabled by grace to discharge his duties ; and he held his
class meetings in thc old-f asliionecl style, talking personally to each person present. '
Amelia, the oldest child, married Col. Joliii Christy,
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of Georgia. H e was a newspaper man, and, associated
with llr. Roberts, lie started the first newspaper ever
published in -4sheville, the Higlilaud Jlesseizger. Col.
Christy later established the Waicliwatt in Athens, Ga.,
and ran it till the time of his death. About the close
of the Civil Ti-ar he was elected to Congress, but was
not permitted to take his seat.
Philetus Roberts, Esy., the eldest son, was a suc. cessful lawyer. He was a consistent llethodist and a
inan of great probity. At the beginning of the war he
was elected first lieutenant of the Rough and Ready
Guards, a company of vihich Zebtilon E. Vance was
captain. On T-ance's appointment to the colonelcy of
the Tmenty-Sixth Regiment of Korth Carolina Volunteers, Roberts became captain of the company, which
was in the Fourteenth Regiment. O n the death of
Colonel Daniel, who was killed in battle, Captain Roberts was appointed colonel, and lie held this office at
the time of his death, which occurred of typhoid fever
in Richmond July 5, 1S62. H e left a widow and five
children. None of these survive (1910) except his
midow$ and one child, Nrs. E. S. Clayton, who married a grandson of Xr. Ephraim Clayton.
The Conference met in its forty-third session in the
college chapel, Asheville, N. C., Wednesday, October
IO, 1866, Eishop Holland S.McTyeire President, John
H. Brunner Secretary, and Jacob R. Payne and James
IC. Stringfield Assistants.
A communication was received from the Rev. C. TV.
Charlton, editor of the late Holstoit Jounzal, express'Died in 1911.
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ing a hvilliiigiiess to resuiiie the publicatiori of that paper, and it was referred to the Coiiiniittec 011 Cooks
and Periodicals. The committee made the following
report, wliicli was adopted :
We appreciate the good faith of the Rev. C. W. CharIton
in his proposition to r e s m i e the publication of said journal
at any cost or sacrilice; but oniiig io the criibarrasscd condition of our people financially, and in view of the number of
our Church papers already revived, we do not deem i t advisable to resume the publication of said jouriial. Nevertlieless it is the sense of this Confcrence as t o the Il‘olstoit Jouviial that he should furnish the subscribers to said paper with
the Cizristiaii Advocate to the value of the amounts tliie
them, and further that he should furnish the S i t i i d a y School
Visitor as soon as practicable to the subscribers to the Child’s
Caslwt.

Froin this report we learn that Mr. Charlton had
been publishing a child’s paper. If I reiiieiiiber correctly, all subscriptions to the J’ozi~iinl and Cnskct
were paid in advance. When the Federals captured
Knoxville, Mr. Cliarlton reftigeed in the South, and the
publication of his papers was suspended, of course.
The refunding exaction by the Conference was rather
rigorous. When Mr. Charlton proposed to renew the
publication of the loziriznl, it s e e m to iiie that this
was a lawful tencler to the subscribers, and that the
ConEerence in refusing the proposal assuined all responsibility as to the losses thus occasioned. The
Conference seemed to think that the editor was bound
to bear aloiie the results of the disastcr of the suspeiision of his papers by the military occupation of I<nosville, and that the subscribers werc uiitler no obligation
to share his losses ; hut I thinli othcrwise.
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The financial loss to Ur. Charlton was heavy, and

I ani sure that no intelligent subscribers ever wished

remuneration for 'die little Confederate money which
they had paid out for the paper. Probably the most
that any man was out was three dollars in Confederate
money, which at the time of payment was about equivalent to fifty cents in silver. I think it was a mistake that Mr. Charlton vias not permitted to resume
the publication of the Joiiviial; and I am sure that the
Holston people were just as able to support that paper
as were the subscribers of the Sashville Chvistiaiz d d vocate, the Soritbzerit Ciivisfiati 14dz'ocate (at -4ugusta,
Ga.) , and the Episcopal Illetizodist (at Ealtimore),
which the Conference named with approbation.
The last General Conference had provided for two
missionary boards in each Conference, the foreign and
domestic ; and at this session the Conference adopted
a constitution and elected officers for its domestic
board.
The organization of the Holston Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, with the intention of seizing and holding many of the churches and parsonages
of our Church, had raised the question of titles to
Church property to an unusual importance, and the
General Conference had accordingly directed the Conferences to look narrowly into this subject. In pursuance of this action, the Conference appointed a committee to operate during the coming year, to which the
preachers were t o report the precise condition of each
piece of property in the Conference. The committee
consisted of James Atkins, Carroll Long, and George
Stewart.
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Tlie Conference resolvecl to organize a Ilistorical
Society, and a coininittee consisting of Frank Richardson, R. N. Price, and J. S. Kennedy was appointet1 to draft a constitution for the Society. This was
clone, and the following officers were elected: E. E.
P\rijey, President ; Willianl Kobeson, Vice President ;
J. I<. Stringfield, Secretary ; William $1. Kerr, Treasurer; W. G. E. Cunnyngham, I;. Richardson, R. N.
Price, and J. S. Kennedy, Committee of Correspondence.
The Bishop submitted to the Conference for its action a proposition sent tloivii from the General Conference to change the name of the Church to “Episcopal Nethodist Church.” h motion being macle to concur, there were 011 roll call fifty-one votes for and two
votes against the motion. The two negative votes were
those of Jacob Smith and S. S. Grant. The proposition did iiot meet with the same favor in other Coiiferences, and the change was iiot made.
On the proposition scnt clown from the General Conference for the adoption of lay representation the votes
stood forty-one for to seven against. The negative
votes were cast by McTeer, I-Iyden, Bishop, Miller,
’IVlieeler, Nuckolls, and Stevens.
One of the most important votes of this session was
the adoption of a constitution for the organization of
District Conferences within the Conference. The bishop appointed W. M. Iierr and J. S. Kennedy to draft a
plan of District Conferences. They reported, and the
report was adopted. It was as follows:
Whereas the late General Conference adopted a plan of lay
represcntntion in the Annual and General Confercnccs nncl
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submitted the same to the several Xiinual Conferences for
rarification o r rejection, and in case of ratification empowered
each Annual Conference to devise its own plan for the election of lay delegates from the several presiding elders’ districts of the same-therefore
Resolved, That in the contingency named this business shall
be transacted by District Conferences to be constituted as
follows :
I. A meeting of all the traveling preachers and official
iiiembers of the srations, circuits, and missions within each
presiding elder’s district shall be called annually by the presiding elder thereof at such a time as he shall specify and a t
such a place as he shall designate for the first meeting.
2. In the absence of a bishop rhe presiding elder of the
district shall preside in the Conference, and in the absence of
both the Conference shall elect its own presiding officer.
3. T h e Conference shall elect a secretary t o keep a record
of the proceedings .of the body. and to his office the duty of
treasurer shall also be appended.
4 It shall be the duty of the District Conference to adopt
such measures for the advaiicement of the interests of the
Church in its bounds as it may deem best consistently with
the laws of the Church, according to an order of business
adopted by the same. It shall also appoint the place of its
own meeting.
j. If the plan of lay delegation shall become a law of the
Church, it shall also be the business of the District Conferelice to elect delegates to the Annual Conference, provideci
that no traveling preacher who has a vote in the Annual Conference shall vote on this questioii in the District Conference.
6. T h e holding of District Conferences shall not be contingent upon the final adoption of lay representation by the
Church.

I have not the minutes of the General Conference of
1866 before me, but my recollection is that attempts
were made to have enacted a District conference law,
which failed. The advantage taken by the Holston
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Conference of the authority conferred upon it to adopt
its own method of appointing lay delegates to the Annual and General Conferences in inaugurating the District Conference system was therefore not only cunning but statesmanlike. Relegating tlie election of lay
delegates to the District Conference iiiatle that Coiiference as legal as i f it had been directly legislated into
existence by tlie General Conference. The Holstoii
DistriEt Conference constitution was tlie first in the
connection. All tlie other Aiiiiual Conferences of the
Church, I believe, adopted the same constitution with
modifications. Some of them made tlie delegates to
the Annual Conference elective by the Quarterly Conference, The General Coiifereiice of sS70 enacted a
District Conference constitution substantially the same
with the one adopted by tlie FIolston Conference in
1866. But delegates to the Aiiiiual Conference were
made elective by the Quarterly Conference. An effort
was made to eliiiiiiiate the democratic feature which
allowed the District Conference, in tlie absence of both
the bishop and tlie presiding elder, to elect any member
of the body to tlie chairmanship, and to iiialce only elders eligible to that position : but it failcd.
I n 18j9 Coleman Campbell was tried before the Conference on charges of immorality. The committee
method of trial hac1 not at that time come into use.
He was exlaelled from the Church, but appealed to the
General Conference, which mas to meet in 1862, but
was prevented from meeting by the state of the coinitry. Tbe papers in this case were lost during the war ;
and the General Coiiferciice of rSG6, not having the
record of tlie trial before it, reinaiided tlie case for a

new trial ; but tlie Coiiference clisiii ed the case. thurestoring N r . Caiiipbell to the Church and miniqr!..
H e n-as appointed to 11urpliy Circuit in 186: arid ISS,
and to ,lIadisoiiville Circuit in I S G ~ . ll*liile lie u as oil
that circuit, rumors affecting hi- moral character having beeii put into circulation, lie resigned the iniiiiktry
and turnetl over his parchments to his presiding elder.
Cut he continued to preach independently vhere lie
lived, in Macon County, S. C., arid was finally relicensed. Campbell was a natural orator, a illan of
extraordinary imagination. H e preached seriiions of
considerable eloquence and apparentl) of spiritual pou er. H e had a remarkable influence over a popular
audience. In his happiest moods his serrnoiis 11 ere
prose poems. Had lie been a reader aiid stutletit,
lie could have established a national reputation as a
preacher. Rut n h i l e he had a mind of utiniual activity ant1 coulcl not avoid thinking vigorously, he \vas
not a student in the strict sense of the word. H e
read but little; aiid most of what he learned lie gathered from observation, from conversation, and from
the sermons to which he listened from time to time.
R. S. Price and G. Taylor v-ere appointed a committee to secure an incorporation of tlie Conference. During tlie Conference year an incarporating act was
passed by the Sortli Carolina Legislature, and the
same was reported to the Conference of 1867. The
writer, in order to save expense, secured a copy of a
volume containing tlie laws of Sortli Carolina; and,
after reading a number of incorporating acts, formulated one for the Holston Conference; and through a
representative of Buncombe County it was laid before
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the Korth Carolina Legislature ant1 adopted. At that
time tlie committee was not willing to ask the Tennes,
see Legislature for an incorporating act, as it was
known to be composed of men unfriendly to tlie Metlioclist Episcopal Church, SoL1th.
Alison W. Cummings, D.D., was suspetitled from
the iiiinistry for twelve months. H e was tried aiid
found guilty of the charge of ‘‘an attempt to tlcfraud
the trustees of I-Iolston Conference Female College by
erasing from one of their account books entries of
money received by him at sundry times to the amount
of several huntlred dollars.’’ Tlie rcport of tlie conimittee gave general dishatisfaction i n the Conference
on the ground that the punishment was thought to be
disproportionate to the offense. Through Dr. Kennedy tlie Conference addressed the Chair for an
opinion on the question whether in such a case the Conference had a right to appeal to the General C‘onierence. Tlie bishop answered that tlie report of the committee was a finality, and that the Conference could not
appeal from its own decision.
Anson W. Cuiiiniiiijis came to the 14ethodist Episcopal Church, South, iroiii a Sorthcrn State. While
he was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church
charges had been brouglit against him, and he had resigned the ministry aiitl probably withdrawn from the
Church. He went to St. Louis ant1 engaged in tlie
drug business. There he connected liiiiiself with the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and was relicensed to preach. About the year 18;s lie was elected
President of the Odd Fellows Female College, in Rogersville, Tenn. ; and remained in charge of that insti-
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tution for about two years. Rogersville was at that
time a strong Presbyterian town, and it was a new departure to have a Methodist for President of that institution. The fact that the President was a SIethodist preacher caused a rush of Methodist patronage to
the school, ancl the school was large. -4s many or most
of the girls were Methodist in sentiment, the Methodist
congregation in the town became large, ancl the fact
did not escape the notice of the Presbyterians of the
place. A misunderstanding between the President and
the steward of the college (who, by the by, was a
Presbyterian) was made the occasion of violent opposition to Dr. Cuinniings in the Odd Fellows Lodge,
which controlled the college. The llethociists and
Presbyterians in the lodge were arrayed against each
other in irreconcilable hostility. The discussions and
scenes on the floor were not creditable to either party.
About this time Ur. Cuniiiiings was elected President
of Holston Conference Female College, a t Asheville,
N. C. Accortlingly he resigned the presidency of the
college at Rogersville, which was henceforward in control of the Presbyterian element of the lodge; and
owing to the alienation of the Methodist public, it suddenly and greatly declined in patronage.
. During the first year of Dr. Cummings’s incumbency
the Holston conference Female College was wonderfully prosperous. The attendance of pupils mas large,
rendering it necessary for the trustees to enlarge the
buildings considerably. The rush of patronage was
caused by the scholarship system, which really gave
tuition for about one-third of what would have been
paying ratei. Eut Dr. Cunimings was a notable finan-

cier, and by organizing large classes in music and art,
the rates o f .vvhich did not come under the scholarship
plan, he made the institution pay espenses. Dr. Cuminiiigs \vas a man of a liberal education, though not a
ripe scholar. He 11-as a man of superior intellect, wrote
well, and preached with ability. He had a fine adiiiinistrative abilit!. : and if he had been strictly conscientious in his business affairs, lie n-ould have been an eminent sticcess. Uut he loved money too well. Tlio~igli
a mail of stubborn disposition, he was far from being
contentious and quarrelsome. I t was his fate, however, always to be i n trouble. He vias forced out of the
RIethodist Episcopal Church by the most scandalous
rumors. I have nientioned the broil into which he n7as
precipitated at Rogersville ; and he had not been long
in Asheville till he had incurred the hostility of his
special friend. Rfr. Edward J. Xston, by unfairness in
a business deal. -4 few years later he lost the friendship of the EIon. 2.E. Vance in the same way, and his
final ruin came when he was accused of attempting to
defraud the college. The Rev. Griiisfielcl Taylor was
specially active in prosecuting liiin in the last case.
After all his old ”rebel” speeches and sermons and liis
encouragement of the prosecution of the Union preachers, he finally affiliated with the Jlethodist Episcopal
Church, went back K’orth, and remained there, and for
a while entertained audiences by lecturing in portions
of the Xortli on “Southern Iiuklusism.”
T h e report on education said : “The terrible agitation
which we have suffered, disastrous as it has been in
maiiy respects, has acted as a powerful stimulant to
the mind of the nation, and in the hearts of the youth

of the comitry there never vias so great a thirst for

learning and general information as is now manifest.
This is a ground of hope."
The report also stated that the Holston Conference
Female College had opened July last under the able
presidency of the Rev. James S. Kennedy, that ninety
students were in attendance, and that during the year
the indebtedness of the college had been reduced from
seventeen to ten thousand dollars.
The report declared the debits of Martha Washington College to be about thirteen thousand dollars and
the credits about three thousancl dollars. I t furthermore stated that the Rev. Benjamin Arbogast had been
elected President of the college, and had taken hold
with a vigorous hand.
I copy the report in full so far as it relates to the
Athens Female College :
The facts in regard to this institution, so far as we can
gather them, are about these: '4 short time after the close of
the war Rev. E. Rowley, former President of the college, made
a claim against it of about six thousand dollars, and filed a
bill in chancery asking permission to sell the property at
thirty days' notice. The case mas compromised, the trustees
conceding the claim and Rev. Mr. Rowley agreeing to the sale
of the property on twelve months credit and to the inclusion
of a debt of tlie Odd Fellows against the institution. The
property was bought by bIr. Rowley. Revs. J. Xtkins and C.
Long, the appointed agents of the Conference, have filed a bill
setting forth the claims of this Conference to tlie property,
the illegality of the agreement between the trustees and Blr.
Roivley, etc. In case we regain the property, we have a subscription, already raised, of over three thousand dollars to
liquidate the debt. We recommend the continuance in the
agency of the same brethren, and suggest that a certificate
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of their appointment signed by the President and Secretary of
the Confereiice be furnished them.

A resolution was adopted looking to a change in the
charter of Emory and Henry College, so as to allow
of the establishment of a biblical chair in the institution. The change was never made, and the chair was
never established.
Easconi College, in Buncombe County, N. C., with a
small debt on it, was offered to the Conference, but was
respectfully declined. This declinature was evidently
not wise. Holston Conference is iio'w attempting by
the establishment of junior colleges to recover some
of the territory she has lost by this unwise policy. She
has learned something from the operations of the
Sorthern Presbyterians in thc mouiitaiiious sections of
Western Norti1 Carolina antl East Tennessee, and of
the Congregationalists on thc Cumberland Mountains.
Hiwassee College, now partly supported by missionary
money and giving ediication a t low rates bf tuition, is
an index of the changed policy of thc Church. Just
as ordinary preachers are doing the principal part of
the work of saving souls, so the academics antl small
colleges are a t last the main dependence of the Church
for the traini'ng that conbtitutes the basis of Christian
civilization.
Admitted on trial : George A. Frazier, Alexander C. S u t l m land, 'CV. H. Weaver, John W. S. Ncel, George T. Gray,
Sterling V. Bates, Wiiliain W. Pyott, Jaiiics M. Mnssey.
Readiiiittetl : Jolin W. Bowinan, S:miecl D. Chines, Josi;ili
Torbctt, Tolins 1.; Smith, 12ol)ct-i. W. l'ickcqis, Scwcll T'liilips,
Lnrltin W. Crouch, 1:lcmiiig I1 Crumlcy.
Located : Thoiixis J. Popcs, G W. C:~ll;than,A. D. Stewart,
'CV. C. Bowman, Georgc W. Penley.
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Suspended for one year : A. W Cuminings.
Withdrawn from the Church: Daniel B. Carter, R. W.
Patty, William Kinsland, John F. Woodfin.
Transferred: T o the Georgia Conference, A. G. Worley; to
the Baltimore Conference, William A. Harris and William
E. Mmsey.
Superannuated : Joseph Haskew, T. Sullins, 'CV. B. Winton,
W. H. Kelley.
Died: J. D. Wagg, Daniel R. Reagan.
Numbers in society : White, 22,835 ; colored, 1,263 ; Indians,
75. Total, 24,173. Decrease, 26,477.
Local preachers, 184; decrease, Ijj.
Traveling preachers, 102.
Sabbath schools, 232 ; teachers, 1,378; scholars, 7,821.
Preachers' claims, $23,435.75 ; receipts, $11,739.60, or a
little over fifty per cent.
Collected for missions : No report.

The great decrease in the membership reported above
was really not the decrease of a single year. During
the year the preachers had had an opportunity to revise the class books. Thousands had withdrawn from
the Church and connected themselves with the Methodist Episcopal Church and other Churches. The
class books having been rewritten on many charges,
the names of those who had withdrawn had, of course,
been omitted. The larger part of the withdrawals
were those of radical Union people, whose politics
naturally carried them into the Xethodist Episcopal
Church. A considerable number of people of Southern sentiment had been macle to believe that the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, could not be reorganized, and hac1 allowed their names to be taken by Methodist Episcopal Church preachers. NumSers, despairing of the reorganization of their societies and not
28
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willing to affiliate with the Xethodist Episcopal
Church, had joined the Presbyterian, Episcopal. and
other Churches. Many had died during the rvar o r
apostatized or removed to distant parts without letters, and these swelled the decrease.
Some u-110left us returned to us afterwards, and our
future chapters will show a rapid resuscitation of
Southern Methodism in Holston. The wealthier and
more intelligent classes in East Tennessee Tvere generally Southern in sentiment, although many excellent
families sympathized n-ith the Union cause. A very
respectable contingent of the Union people of the
Church, South, remained viitli it. IVhile they did not
believe in the doctrine of secession and the policy of
establishing a Southern republic, they sympathized
with the people of the South as such. Conservative
Union people with Southern sympathies were useful
during the war as peacemakers between the two radical elements, and after the viar they did much to protect the Southern element iroin the violence and injustice of the lawless element of the C‘nion party.
They gave no encouragement to indictments for treason and suits for damages against Southern men and
preacher-whipping, which disgraced the section for a
while.
Mr. Pope has been noticed.
C. W. Callahan was a noble fellow. As a speaker
he v a s characterized by a great readiness and fluency
of speech rather than a critical use of terms. The
people regarded him as an orator, and the Rev. John
11. SIcTeer, in representing him in Conference, once
said : “He is the most eZopieJztest man among us.”
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X.D. Stewart is a pious man and a good preacher.
H e has been superannuated for some years, and lives
near where he was born, in Secjuatchee 7-alley, Tenn.
I had the honor of receiving him into the blethodist
Church. In the fall of 1853 I was holding a protracted meeting at Henninger’s Chapel, on the Jasper Circuit, and there were great displays of divine power.
Ab Stewart, as he was called, did not attend during
the first eight or ten days. But one Sabbath morning
.is.hile the meeting was in progress h e caught out his
horse, mounted him, and started up the valley in the
opposite direction from the church. Cut after riding
some miles, the Spirit of God came into his heart, and
he said to himself, “Why not go to the meeting?” and
he turned and rode pretty rapidly toward the cliurch.
I was in the pulpit preaching: and when the young
man walked in, I saw that he was serious, and I said
within myself: “IT’e will get 3 ou to-day.” When penitents were called, he was the first to start; but he fell
helpless to the floor, and remaiiiecl in that state till the
services closed that day. Before the meeting closed,
he was happily and powerfully converted, and at once
became a worker in the meeting. His friends at once
pointed him out as preacher timber. Four years afterwards, as he was returning from a school which he
had been attending in Middle Tennessee, the call came
to his iiiind forcibly. When he had gotten within two
or three hundred yards of home, he heard a noise like
shouting ; and when he reached the house, he foulid
that his father had just been converted and was praising God with a loud voice. This circumstance had no
tendency to drive from his mind the conviction that

came upon him as he crossed the mountain. JIr.
Stewart has given to the Conference a very promising
son, Richard A. Stewart.'
W. C. Bowman located to attend the Vniversity of
1-irginia. IVliile at the university he became somewliat
skeptical. Later he became a Universalist, and had
charge of a Universalist Church in Atlanta, Ga. ; but
becoming too broad for the Universalists, discarding
the Bible as the only and sufficient rule of faith and
practice, and taking the universe as his Bible, lie resigned the pastorate of that Church and joined the
spiritualists and became a leader in that sect. H e is
now pastor of the Church of the New Era, in Los -qngeles, Cal. Dr. Eowman is a man of fine education
and superior intellect. H e is a sincere man, and has a
kind, noble heart.
George W. Penley was a brilliant, eccentric man. I
have lost sight of him.
Daniel B. Carter and R. W. Patty eventually returned to the Southern Church. Patty deserves special mention, and it will be given later. Woodfin and
Kinsland, as I understand it, were both Southern in
sentiment during the war. The motives that carried
them into the Methodist Episcopal Church I know not,
but they remained there. Kinsland was a fat, jolly
fellow, and was not lacking in intellect. IVoodfin, a
nephew of Col. Nicholas Woodfin, of Xsheville, N.C.,
was a young man of superior intellect, and was a n accurate and fluent speaker.
Anibrose Gaines IVorlel; was of an excellent Upper
East Tennessee family. H e had a robust body and a
'Recently transferred to Texas.
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robust mind. H e was not the most agreeable speaker, but lie sometimes preached a tremendous sermon.
H e had intellect of a high order, and did a vast amount
of good. In the undivided Georgia Conference he took
a high stand, and was for many years in the presiding
eldership of the Korth Georgia Conference. H e was a
relative of Samuel D. Gaines and of SIrs. Stuart, the
mother of the distinguished George R. Stuart.
William A. Harris came to our Conference to take
charge of Martha Washington College. H e was a n
excellent man, of moderate talent. H e resigned and
went farther east to continue in educational work.
W. E. Munsey deserves an extended notice, and he
will be noticed later.
John D. Wagg, a son of James Wagg, of Jefferson,
K. C., was a young man of unusual promise; but he
was a victim of pulmonary coilsumption. His early
promotion to two of our best stations, Asheville and
Bristol, shows the estimate placed on his gifts by the
authorities. nIr. Wagg was peculiarly meek and quiet,
and in preaching he had unusual gifts as a word painter,
His dying message to liis brethren was: “Brethren,
preach Jesus ; preach Jesus, and him crucified ; preach
Jesus more earnestly.”
Daniel R. Reagan was admitted on trial in i859.
His talents as a preacher were respectable, and liis devotion to the cause of God fixed and uniform. The
conditions in East Tennessee caused him to refugee
for some time in Georgia, where he continued to labor
for the salvation of souls. H e died in Merriwether
County, Ga., August 17, 186;.
Holland Nimmons McTyeire, w h o held the Confer-

BISEIOP R. N. M’TYEIRE.
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ence this year, was born in Barnwell County, S. C.,
July 24, 1824; and graduated at Randolph-Macon College (Virginia) in 1844. H e joined the \-irginia Conference in 1845, and afterwards was pastor of Churches in Mobile, Demopolis, Columbus, and New Orleans.
He was elected editor of the iYew Orleaits Chvistiait
Advocate in 1854, and of the Nashville Chvistiait Advocate in 1858. I n 1866 the first General Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, after the Civil War promoted him to the bishopric. H e made a laborious and conscientious general superintendent. He
was a favorite in Holston. As a writer he was terse,
graceful, and eminently brilliant. H e made a very limited use of adjectives. I n the use of Anglo-Saxon he
coped with Addison. The sentences of his sermons
were packed with thought. H e had the chief element
of the orator - distinct enunciation. H e never
mouthed his words. Every word was like a coined silver dollar. But he lacked the rapid, impassioned utterance that captivates the generality of hearers. A
few of our Holston preachers thought that he was a
poor preacher. 13. W. S. Bishop, however, used to
say that he was the best preacher he ever heard. Dr.
Stuart Robinson, of the Presbyterian Church, being
asked who was the best preacher in the South, replied :
“Holland McTyeire.” As an expository preacher h e
had few equals. H e got out of a text all that was in it.
The Bishop’s lack of the “fuss and feathers’’ of
popular oratory was largely conipensated by unexpected sallies of original and epigrammatic wisdom and
coruscations of wit. His wit, however, was neither
coarse nor irreverent.
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As a judge of law and presiding officer in the Conferences he had no superior in the episcopacy. His mind
was of the judicial cast, and his judgments were
promptly formed and generally correct.
T o an affliction of his requiring a surgical operation
is due the endowment by Cornelius Vanderbilt of Vanderbilt University. While in New York for that purpose McTyeire became the invited guest of Mr. Vanderbilt, whose wife was a cousin of Mrs. McTyeire.
McTyeire talked to him casually of the efTort being
made by certain Conferences of the hlethodist Episcopal Church, South, to establish a Central University.
After some reflection, Mr. Vanderbilt offered to give
half a million dollars to the enterprise if Bishop &ICTyeire would become its President with a salary of
ten thousand dollars a year. The Bishop informed
hiin that as bishop he could not do this. Vanderbilt
then agreed to do the same if he would consent to be
President of the Board of Tr&t with a salary of three
thousand dollars. To this the Bishop consented.
In Bishop McTyeire's make-up there was a vein of
tenderness. It was not a mere trace, not a dormant
principle, only to come in evidence under some powerful stimulant; it was an essential part of his nature,
ever present and ever operative. He loved children,
and they loved him. It was not unusual to see hiin
with his buggy crowded with children, driving about
the university campus. H e had a kindly feeling for
the lower animals, and he tenderly caressed them and
was careful to see that they were well housed and fed.
His heart and his money freely went out to the poor.
H e saw beauty in what other people could see' nothing
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but deformity, and grandeur in things commonly considered insignificant. In passing horseback through
Southwestern 1-irginia lie occasionally passed a log
cabin neatly chinked and daubed, the kind of houses
that were built by tlie early settlers of that country;
and I have known him to stop and look with admiration, saying: “I love these log houses.”
Besides a large amount of editorial writing, Bishop
hTcTyeire was author of “A ILIanual of Discipline,” an
excellent commentarj- on Nethodist law ; “Duties of
bfasters,” a timely work at the time of its publication ;
“A Catechism of Church Government;” and “A History of AIethodisrn,” a great work.
After a painful illness the Eishop died in great peace
February 15, 1889. “Peace” was his last word.- In
his will he said, “I die poor;” and this was the more
creditable to him, as his income for years had been six
thousand dollars a year; but tlie larger portion of it
was spent freely and cheerfully in works of benevolence.

CHAPTER SIII.
THECOXFERENCE
OF 1867 A X D 1868.

THE Conference met in its forty-fourth session in
Cleveland, Tenn., October 23, 1867, Bishop Ti-illiam
h1. ilriglitrnan President, and John H. Erunner ami
Jacob R. Payne Secretaries.
This was the first session of the Conference at which
lay delegates appeared and took their seats after the
adoption of lay representation by the General Conference of 1866. For this reason I give the list of those
reported on the first call: From the Wytheville District, Aras E. COS ; from the Jonesboro District, 1171liam P. Reeves; from the Rogersville District, David
C. Croushorn ; from the Athens District, W. W. Lillard, W. S. Brown; from the Xsheville District, Rev.
J. A. Reagan ; from the Franklin District, W.J. TTilson, H. H. Davidson; none from the Knoxville and
the Chattanooga Districts. These men were quite serviceable on the committees.
Dr. A. H. Redford, Book Agent, and Dr. Thomas 0.
Summers, Book Editor, were introduced to the Conference. Dr. Summers was by resolution requested
to preach during the session his exceIlent sermon on
Methodism. Benjamin Arbogast was received as a
transfer from the Georgia Conference, and the appointments show that this transfer was made because
lie had been elected President of Martha Washington
College in 1866 in place of 'CVilliam A. Harris, resigned.
(442)
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-At the last session R. N. Price and G. Taylor were
appointed a committee to have the Conference incorporated by the Legislature of S o r t h Carolina. At the
time such was the political complexion of the Legislature of Tennessee that it was not thought prudent to
ask for a charter from that body. R. N. Price reported a charter obtained from the North Carolina Legislature, making the Conference a body politic and corporate. It was accepted and ordered to record. This
charter had been asked for in view of expected disputes and lawsuits over Church property within the
bounds of the Conference. I do not know that this
act of incorporation was ever of any practical value.
Our lawsuits have usually been conducted in the name
of the entire Church, as Methodist property is by our
rules and regulations the property of the whole Church,
and not of Conferences, either Quarterly, District, or
Annual.
Rev. T. P. Thomas was appointed agent to collect
the money bequeathed to the Conference by Miss
Smith, of Russell County, Va., and was authorized to
apply the interest on the legacy to repairs on the parsonage of the circuit within which the testatrix had
lived.
The following resolution was adopted :
Resolved, That a corninittee of seven be appointed to nicmorialize the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, to be held in Chicago, Illinois, in May next, setting
forth distinctly the wrongs we have suffered in the taking and
holding of property in churches and parsonages by preachers
and laymen connected with the M. E. Church-property belonging to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South-and earnestly
to pray said General Conference that they will devise meas-
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ures by which said property shall be restored to its rigliiful
owners, for the honor of Nethodism and a common Christianitg.
E. E. U’ILEY,

B. - ~ B O C A S T .

The coininittee was appointed ; and it consisted of
E. E. IYileg, W. G. E. Cunngiigham, James -Atkins, C.
-Irbogast, G. \V. bIiles, and George Stewart.
Eenj amin Arbogast xi-as requested to preach the
Conference sermon at the next session.
James Xtkins was elected commissioner of the Conf erence considered as a corporate organization.
Dr. ’\;Vile>-presented the following preamble and resolution, which were adopted :

Whereas the question is frequently asked, “Why are not
the preachers of the hI. E. Church introduced to this Conference?” and whereas the impression is sought to be made
that vie are thereby less catholic than they; and d i e r e a s the
reasons for our course ought to be clearly stated and widely
published for the good of the Church and the satisfaction of
those interested-therefore
Resolzred, That while we would cordially shake the hands
of many individual ministers and members of that Church
who might be indeed brethren beloved in the Lord, we cannot
consent to a formal introduction of its ministers to this body,
as this would be, in our judgment, a recognition of their acts as
a Church toward us. The hand of the Holston Conference,
South, cannot take the hand of the Holston Conference (North)
until that hand shall release from its grasp and surrender to
us all the property of ours which it now holds.

The committee on the Ambrister Fund reported, advising that Dr. Brunner be requested to collect all the
moneys of the fund, and to turn them over to the
Treasurer of the Conference; and that the Treasurer
be required to loan them on unquestionable landed and
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personal security and bring the interest annually to the
Conierence. The committee making the report consisted of G. Taylor, E. E. TViley, and R. N. Price.
The report was adopted.
If the recommendation of this report had been scrup ~ i 1 0 ~ sand
l ~ conscientiously carried out, the fund
would not have been lost. But the sequel shows that
loans were made which were never collected except iii
part. =It this session the interest that had accrued
from this fund was placed in the hands of the Joint
Board of Finance to be distributed among the Conference claimants.
Admitted on trial : Keiiiierly C. Atkins, Daniel H. Carr, William W. Bags, Stephen I. Harrison, Tyre T. Salyer, Robert
H. Parker, Hezekiah W. Bays, Milton L. Clendenen, A.
Quiiin Harmon.
Readmitted: George W. Callahan, George W. K. Green,
James hlahotiep, David D. Moore, James W. Bennett.
Received by transfer : Benjamin Arbogast, E. Vertegans,
H. S. Williams, hl. A. Davidson.
Located: lloses H. Spencer, Joshua S. Brooks, Anson W.
Cummiiigs.
Superannuated : Joseph Haskew, Timothy Sullins, Wiley
B. Winton, Thomas I<. hIunsey, John Reynolds.
Died: Thomas K. Catlett.
Numbers in society : White, 25,158; colored, 435. Total,
25,593. Increase, 2,329. (Note : The decrease in colored
membership was 833.)
Local preachers, 194; traveling preachers, gS.
Sunday schools, 235 ; scholars and teachers, 11,044.
Collected on Conference fund, $44.25 ; collected for missions and tracts, $1,133.36.

I know that I could not make a readable book of
ministerial biography by copying the regulation obit-
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uary notice- of our preachers iroin tlie General Yinutes; but the notice of Mr. Catlett is evidently from
the pen of Dr. E. E. li'iley, ~ h knen
o
him intimatel!.
Ti-iley's earmarks are in its clean-cut style and classic
finish, and I cannot do better than to transfer it bodilj- to these pages. It is as follolyj:
Thomas E; Catlett !vas born in Albeniarle County, Va., in

1 jgS, of highly respectable parenrage. His father having died,
he was thrown out upon the world n-hen v2ry joung; and he
nent to a trade and continued in it until about the > e a r ~ S r g ,
I<hen he was converted to God and called to the ministry in
Staunton, Va. His early literary privileges were I ery limited;
and hence after his conversion he entered school at \T,theville, Va., and continued his literary pursuits until the autumn of I&;, a t which time he was admitted into the Holston
Conference. H e was a man of industrious habits, an iron
constitution, and burning zeal for his Master's cause. iyliether
on circuits, stations, o r districts, he \vas tlie same faithful,
self-denying man of God. His intellect was somewhat peculiar-strong, original, and in some respects eccentric. He x a s
emphaticaily an original thinker. IThen he ascended the pulpit, his hearers expected a new subject presented in an original
style and affording intellectual and spiritual food upon which
they could feast for months and even years. S o man has ever
preached in the Holston country mho could present a greater
variety of subjects in a plainer style and producing a more
lasting impression than T. E;. Catlett. H e never became
tedious even to tlie most profound thinker. H e was a illan
of one book-the Eible. From that deep fountain he sought
knowledge, and hence lie was "mighty in the Scriptures."
On the great cardinal doctrines of the Bible and in the practical duties of Christianity he was a man that needed not to
be ashamed. Preaching \vas the great business of his life.
Since 1825 he had been an active workman in his Lord's
vineyard. You find the footprints of T. R.Catlett on nearly
every page of our history as a Conference, presiding with
ability in the absence of a bishop, a frequent and safe repre-
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seiitative in the General Conference, a member of the Louisville Convention, with a heart as true as steel to Southern
lvlethodisni, presiding on districts for many years, everywhere
and a t all times showing himself to be a live man. H e had a
great, benevolent heart. When the wife of his youth and the
mother of his children was called to her eternal home, his
children were scattered among strangers ; and under these
circumstances he conceived the idea of establishing a n orphans’
home. Who that knew Brother Catlett does not know that
f o r long years he labored for the St. John’s Orphan Asylum?
The poor orphan was the object of his prayers and labors for
years. During the last year of his life he placed two hundred
orphans at school in various parts of the country, and doubtless this work will follow him. As a Christian he presented
an example worthy of imitation. H e was emphatically a inan
of prayer. H e was a man of few words, grave deportment,
disliked levity, was always ready to reprove sin, and constantly sought holiness of heart and life. W h o can say that
T. IC Catlett did wrong intentionally? On February 2j, 1867,
he had a n appointment to preach at Sulphur Spring, Smyth
County, Va. On account of the inclemency of the day no
one could attend church. Brother Catlett was a t the house
of his fast friend and brother, B. F. Aker. H e was in usual
health and in an unusually cheerful mood. While seated a t
the dining table, without a word or a death struggle, the spirit
fled to its eternal home-“God took him.” Thomas I<. Catlett is gone. Our hearts are sad. W e shall miss him at Conference, but we shall meet him again.

To this notice I wish to add some remarks of my
own in regard to this remarkable man.
Catlett was a large, heavy man. H e had been
brought up to the stonecutter’s trade, and by a flying
fragment of stone he had lost an eye. His single eye
physically aptly typified his singleness of purpose as a
Christian and preacher. A tinge of severity mingled
with his perpetual gravity, although he was often com-

lnuriicatise and even sociably cheerful. H e preached
and professed entire sanctification. and, so far as candor and honesty were concerned, he did not profess
too niuch ;but in sunshiny disposition and sweetness oi
temper he was not the equal of his old friend Robertson Gannaway, who also professed the same attainments. As Catlett grew older he grew sweeter and
mellower.
Catlett was a man of remarkable candor. One of
our preachers was at one time arraigned before the
Conference on a charge of falsehood and other unChristian conduct. H e uinvisely, as I think, chose 11r.
Catlett as his counsel; for while he was a thoughtful
and earnest preacher, he did not possess the cunning
and versatility essential to a good lanyer. H e aln.ays
saickst-hat he believed and believed what he said. In his
speech in behalf of his client he said: “I acknon-ledge
that Erother -A. lied, but it was a justifiable lie!.’
Erother -4. turned to me and sadly remarked: “I am
ruined.”
Catlett \\-as so intense in everything he enterprised
that our great lecturer, George Stuart, wo~zld,I suppose, class him with lopsided men. His anxiety to
establish a Holston Conference orphan as! luin almo it
aniomtecl to fanatici.;m. T.\Tliile Mr. Catlett was one
day discoursing in Conference on his favorite project
and was speaking of St. John’s Orphaii -Asylum, the
bishop inquired, “TVhere is that asylum located ?” and
Dr. Wiley arose and answered. “In Erother Catlett’s
brain.” The asylum was never established ; but the
agitation was not in vain, and some of the fruits of
..
it may, I believe, be found in the Conference Or.
29

.

,

plians’ Home, now doing such noble work at Greeneville, Tenn.
X r . Catlett also fell into the premillennial advent
theory. He thought and prayed about it and preached
it till, as I think, his mind became unbalanced. Excessive concentration often gives the secondary consciousness the mastery of the primary consciousness ;
and when that is the case for any great length of time,
the man ceases to be normal. During the last years of
his life Father Catlett honestly believed that he would
never die. He believed that he would live till the Saviour should come the second time, and that all the
holy who should be alive at that time would be glorified without passing through the ordeal of dissolution.
It was to him a comfortable anticipation. I n fact, he
came as near being translated as he coulcl be without
actual translation. Sitting at table at Mr. Frank
Aker’s on the holy Sabbath, he just ceased to live without a pang or a sigh or a groan.
A t one of my quarterly meetings held at Sulphur
Spring, Smyth County, Va., in the year 1864 he
preached on the second advent. Ile took the ground
that the gospel dispensation would end and the Lord
would come just as soon as a sufficient number of human beings should be saved to fill the places vacated
by the fallen angels. H e referred to the prediction of
Jesus that the Son of Man would come again during
the then present generation. H e admitted that Jesus
did not come during that generation, and said that
many generations had passed and he had not yet come.
“Now,” said he, “what are we to make of this? Simply. that he yi’as honestly mistaken !”
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I called liis attention afterwards to this remarkable
declaration, and he did not remember having made it,
and denied it. This; together with other circumstances, convinced me that he was not at all times in
a normal state. G u t though all his life rather a oneicleaed man, the mental aberration to which I .refer did
not manifest itself till late in liis life, d i e n his brain
forces had begun to give way before the progress of
natural decay. A more earnest man \ye never had-a
man more confident of the truth of Christianity, more
devotecl to the causes of education and missions and
every phase of human welfare.
Ah-. Catlett was admitted into the Holston Conference on trial at its second session, in 18zj; and was
therefore an itinerant for forty-two years. H e was a
part of the time superannuated, but v a s never idle,
preaching as often as his physical strength and opportunities vould allow. He owned a handsome little
farin at Cedarville, T-a., and from it derived a portion
of liis support.
Slr. Catlett was a correct speaker and writer; but
outside of the rudiments of an English education, his
attainments were limited. H e probably preached from
more texts than any preacher of his generation. H e
had no sugar sticks. H e was generally original but
not always correct in his exegesis. H e often surprised
liis audiences by the novelty of his texts. H e preached
the funeral sermon of his friend Robertson Gannaway
from the text: “Else what shall they do that are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why
are they then baptized for the dead?” H e once
preached the Conference sermon, and surprised his
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audience by announcing as his text : ''T~IOLI
shalt not
steal." I t is the duty of the preacher to reprove, rebuke, and exhort. Catlett was a faithful reprover.
During the war a Confederate officer had a tailor in a
Virginia town to make him a military suit. H e paid
for the suit, but found that it did not fit him; and he
took it back to the tailor ant1 left it with him for sale,
the tailor agreeing to pay over to him the entire proceeds. But he paid him less than half the proceeds,
averring that he was paying the whole. The tailor
was a member of the hietliotlist Church. Brother
Catlett, hearing of the transaction, wrote a letter to
his Pdetliodist brother rebuking him for the fraud and
exhorting him to repent in order to escape endless
punishment. T h e letter macle a deep impression upon
the offender. He took sick in a few clays thereafter,
lingered a short time, and passed away. I visited him
and talked to him about liis'soul. H e seemed greatly
penitent, and requested his family to show me the Catlett letter; but they prudently withheld it. I unclerstood him to mean that his sins had been forgiven, and
that he ascribed his salvation in part to the faithful
rebuke of the T-enerable minister. .
The Conference met in its forty-fifth session in
Knoxville, Tenn., October 2 1 , 1868,Bishop Wiglitman President, and R. N. Price, J. R. Pagne, and J.
K. Stringfield Secretaries. Mr. Payne wrote a beautiful hand, and was laborious and painstaking in recording the proceedings and reports. For these reasons he was pressed into service as Assistant Secretary of the Conference for a number of years ; and I
fear that the Conference has never yet fully realized the
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extent of its obligation to this faithful and laboriou3
mati, who still lives' (1909)on his little farm in Upper
East Tennessee, and is as tnuch alive as ever to the interests of our beloved Zion, though for many years he
bas been enrolled among the superannuates. .
The following lay delegates took their seats in the
body: Dr. 11. \-. Heiskell, ITr. P. Reeves, I?. IY.EarCampnest, Rev. James I. Cash, Sr.,J. Euckley, A. -4.
bell, Rev. T. P. Thomas, E. E. Hoss, F. Lenoir, H ~ g h
Johnson, J. H. Roberts, James D. Johnson, Dr. James
I;. Eroyles, IV.TIT. Stringfield, Rev. T. P. Suinniers.
IV. H. Bates and hlrs. Alary &A.Kennedy were appointed trustees of the Kennedy Fund.
Dr. Crunner macle the folloning report of the -Anibrister Fund :
Receipts from all sources.. ................ .$3.245 59
Expenditures up to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,937 1.1

--

Cash on hand. .
............ ...$ 308 j 5
Assets as follows:
Real estate, cash value
.......... ...$ 700 30
Kotes on interest. ....
............. 3,441 34
Cash 011 hand.. ..........................
308 55
Balance

.............................

---

.Sq.ijo 39

I n place of Dr. Crmiier, resigned, E. E. 'IViley and
G. Taylor m-ere appointed trustees of the ,4inbrister
F~iiid. The action of the last Conference requiring
this fund to he collected and paid over to the Conference Treasurer was repealed.
J. fir. McTeer was continued as trustee of the Gannaway Fund, and instructecl to take legal advice.
'Dicd December IO, 1910.
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The action of the last Conference giving the Rachel
Waugh Fund to Holston Conference Female College
was rescinded, and J. M. NcTeer was continued as
trustee of said fund.
Dr. Redford, Book Agent. reported to the Conference that in consequence of large deficiencies in the
support of the bishops he had raised funds to supply
these deficiencies by private subscriptions. and that
preachers and laymen of the Halston Conference had
contributed the amount of eighty-tn-o dollars.
T h e Conference adopted a financial plan which is
substantially the assessment plan of ministerial support
adopted by the General Conference of a later period.
I shall not give it space here.
The Committee on Education reported the value of
property of Emory and Henry College at $ I O S , j j O ,
the aggregate espenses of the institution during the
past year at $10,061.96, and its income at $12,Sj7.1+
T h e report represented that Martha ‘\S‘ashington
College had had during the year fifty-iour boarding
pupils. T h e reappointment of E. Arbogast to the presidency was requested.
The Rev. John Boring, -4gent for Martha Washington and Holston Conference Female Colleges, reported as follows:
In notes and money secured for both.. ..... .S7,og7 40
Paid ......................................
763 90
Traveling expenses of Agent.. .............. 224 47
Paid to the President ......................
100 00
Balance in Agent’s hands.. ................. 439 43

The Conference voted thanks to Nr. Boring as a
good and faithful servant.
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At the last Conference a commission of seven men
was appointed to memorialize the General Ccaference
of the Slethodist Episcopal Church in relation to the
seizure and holding by ministers and members of that
Church of our Church property in East Tennessee. At
this session the committee reported. T h e memorial
was as follow :
To THE BISHOPS
ASD MEVEERS
OF THE GEXER-IL
CONFERENCE
OF THE 11. E. CHURCEI,
COXVEXED
AT CHICAGO,
ILL.,
MAT,

1868.

The undersigned mere appointed a committee at the session of the HoIston Conference of the SI. E. Church, South,
held in Cleveland, East Tennessee, in October last to memorialize your rererend body and to set forth distinctly the
wrongs which we are suffering at the hands of agents of the
SI. E. Church xithin our bounds, and aIso to entreat you to
devise some means by which an end may be made to these
outrages for the honor of Nethodism and for the sake of our
common Christianiq-. Our churches have been seized by
ministers and members of the 11. E. Church, and are still held
and used by them as houses of worship. To give the semblance
of legality t o these acts and of right to this property trustees have been appointed by the authorities of the hf. E.
Church, and these churches are annually reported by your
ministers in their Conference statistics. From these churches
our ministers are either excluded and driven or allowed only
a joint occupancy r i t h your ministers. From some of them
our ministers in their regular rounds of district and circuit
work are excluded by locks and bars or by armed men meeting
them at the doors; from others they are driven by mobs and
threatened with death should they attempt a return. At one
a presiding elder and the preacher i n charge of the circuit at
a quarterly meeting appointment were arrested and marched
fifteen miles amidst indignities and insults; a t another an
aged and godly minister was ridden upon a rail; at another
the same man was met at the door by buudles of rods and
by rails, together with a written notice prohibiting him from
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preaching at the risk of torture; at another a notice was
handed to our preacher signed by a class leader in the 31. E.
Church in which was the iollowing language : "If you come
back here again, we will handle you." And, true t o the threat,
011 a subsequent round, not two miles from the place, this
worthy minister as he was passing to his appointment on the
sccond Sabbath in February last was taken from his horse,
struck a severe blow upon the head, blindfolded, tied to a tree,
scourged to laceration, and then ordered to lie with his face
t o the ground until his scourgers shonld ~vithdraw,with the
threat of death for disobedience. XI1 this he was told, too,
was for traveling that circuit and preaching the gospel as a
Southern Methodist preacher. From another the children
and teachers of our Sabbath school were ejected while in session by a company of men who were led by a minister of the
>E.
I.Church.
Our parsonages also have been seized and occupied by
ministers of the SI. E. Church, no rents having been paid t o
LIS for their use. Thirty-six hundred dollars, appropriated
upon our application by the Cnited States Government for
damages to our church a t Knosville during the war, was b r
some sleight-of-hand movement passed into the hands of a
minister of the 11. E. Church.' In other cases school and
church property of ours on which debts were resring has been
forced upon the market by agents in your interest, and thereby
wrested from our poverty and added to your abundance.
Members of the 11. E. Church constitute in part the mobs
that insult and maltreat our preachers, while ministers of the
same Church by words and acts either countenace or encourage oiir persecutors. In no instance, so far as we are advised,
'When the suit for the recovery of our Church Street
property (Knoxville) mas compromised, our lawyer demanded
the $3,600 which the general government had paid for damages on this property; and I am informed that Capt. JVilliam
Rnle said that the trustees of the Church (representing the
Sf. E. Church'l had not received a cent of that money. H e
doubtless told the truth.

has any one for such conduct been arraigned or censured even
by those administering the discipline of your Church. \\-e
could specify tlie names of each of these churches and the
locality, were it necessary, in which our ministers and people
are either permitted sometimes to worship or from ivhicli they
are excluded aiid drireii by locks, threats, mobs, and blood>.
persecutions. Their names are in our possession aiid are at
> o u r disposal. -1bout one hundred church edifices are held
in one o r another of these xvays, with a ralue of not less than
$Tj,OOO. Of this property, it should be added, some was
deeded to the N. E. Church before ISH, and the rest since
that time to the SI. E. Church, South. That it is all cluiwrcd
by tlie AI. E. Church in East Tennessee x e suppose to be true,
or it would not be reported and received in their Annual
Conference statistics. That it belorigs to the 11. E. Church,
South, we suppose also t o be true, inasmuch as all deeds since
1844 have been made to us and the rest was granted to us by
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in the
Church suit, unless the ground be assumed by your reverend
body that when Lee surrendered to Grant the SI. E. Church,
South, surrendered to the SI. E. Church all her property
rights. Surely if the Unted States Government does not confiscate the property of those who are called rebels, the 31. E.
Church in her highest legislative assembly will hardly set a
precedent by claiming the property of their Southern brethren.
But i t may perhaps be said that we have been sinners, rebels,
traitors touching our civil and political relations to the gorcrnrnent. If this be so, we are unable to comprehend by what
authority we are to be punished by the 11. E. Church, since
for our moral obliquities we are responsible alone to God and
for our political crimes only to the United States Government.
I t may also be asked, What jurisdiction has your General
Conference over these deeds of injustice? S o civil jurisdiction, we are aware; but your reverend body does possess
moral power of such weight that if brought t o bear in East
Tennessee there lvould be an end t o these acts of oppression
and cruelty.
.4 word of disaproral even froin your board of bishops
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or the pubiication in your Church papers or’ some of the
above-cited facts with editorial condemnation would have done
niuch to mitigate, if not entireix remove, the cause of our
complaints; but x e have neither heard the one nor seen the
other. Why this has not been done is believed by us to be a
want of knowledge of these €acts of which we now put you
in possession. Familiar as xve are with the condision of thing.
in East Tennessee aiid with the workings of the TWO IIethodisms there, we are satisfied that your body coiild by judicious
action r e m o x many, if not all, the cai:se.; ~vhichiiow occasion
strife, degrade Nethodism, and scandalize our l i d y religioii.
W e ask therefore:
I. T h a t yoti will ascertain the pounds r.pon .i\.:iich :’ 11. E. Church claims and lioids the property in cinurci; bni
ings and parsoilages ivithin her bo~iidsin East Tennessee, as
. .
reported in her Holston Mission Coiiiereme stat:stics.
2. If in the iiivestigarioii any property so reported shall be
adjudged by you to belong of right to the li. E. Cliurch.
South, that you will designate what that property is and
where, and also instruct your ministers and people to relinquish their grasp upon the same, repossess us, and leare us
in the undisturbed occupancy thereof.
3. Inasmuch as your words of wisdom and justice \vi11 be
words of power, that you earnestly advise nil your ministers
laboring in tliis field 10 absrain iroin every n o r d aiid act, ihe
tendency of which would be the subyersion of the good order
and peace of the communities in which they move.
In conclusion, allom LIS to add that in presenting this memorial to your reverend body we are moved thereto by no
otlier spirit than that of ardent desire to promote the interests
of our common Redeemer by “spreading scriptural liolineqs
over these lands.”

E.E. WILES,
c
iV. G. E.CVXXYXGE.\M, J.

LOSG.

11. NCTFER.
GEORCE STEW.\RT,

ROBESOX,
B. . ~ R B O C . \ S T ,
J 1 m h - n Holsfon Coiifcrciicc -11.E. Chiirrli. Soiifh.
1fT1LL1.4M

-April, 1S6S.

COSFEKESCES

OF

1867 .ISD 1S68.

459

I believe that this memorial was w-itten by Dr. J1.iley, and, as far as I know, it recited facts correctly.
-411 that the General Conierence of the JIethodist
Episcopal Church did was to refer the memorial to
the Holston Conference of the 11ethodist Episcopai
Church.
rldmitted on trial: Daniel H. iltkins, W.D. Xitcliell, S a tiianiel IV. Vaughan, David R. Smith, Lemuel H. Carlock.
Readmitted : Daniel B. Carter, 15'illiam L. Turner.
Located: Samuel S. Grant, Lawrence SI. Retifro, Hazel
TVilliams.
Superannuated : John Reynolds, Joseph Hasken-. Timothy
Sullins, Wiley B. \Tititon, Thomas K. h n s e y .
Sumbers in society : White, 26,1So ; colored, 172; Indian,
7j. Total, 26,427. Increase, S34.
Local preachers, 21 j ; traveling preachers, J I I .
Sunday schools, 2Sz; scholars, 13,738.
Collected : For missions, $1,6j1.0S ; for Confcrencc h i i d ,
$534.94: for bishops, $j07.6;.
Claims of preachers, $37,715.33 ; receipts, 522,855.43, or a
little less than sixty-one per cent.

In the above memorial mention is macle of indignities inflicted upon some of our preachers simply because they represented the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. I will here mention a few cases of the kind:
The Rev. Carroll Long, presiding elder, and the Rev. J.
G. Swislier had gone to Decatur, Tenn., to hold a quarterly meeting, when they were seized by a mob. taken
to Athens, and forced to carry a pole on their shoulders amid the taunts and jeers of the mob and of other lewd men of the baser sort. The Rev. Jacob Brillhart was seized at Cedar Springs, not far from ilthens,
and macle to ride on a rail without a saddle. Brillhart
was an aged, venerable, and harmless minister of the

Netliodist Episcopal Church, South. I regret that I
cannot give the mines of those n.110 composed these
mobs. Oil the principle of "honor to vilioiii honor"
the iianies of these Yaliant soldiers of loyal Metlioclism
ought to be given to posterity.
In the memorial mention was made of a Southern
1IetliotIis-t pGeac1ier wlio \vas Iirutally assaulted by a
mob in EIomit County. Tenn. That preacher i ~ a 5
Henry C. Seal. n h o v a s admitted into tlie Hoictm:
Conference 011 trial in IS&: ivho had not See:: in :!IC
army, and who was a prudent, han:?!ess x a n . "a con
of God without rebuke." . :1 reciucst lie n-riite, in
1870, an accoLiiit o i his persecution ior tlie Historicai
Society. The account is as folIo\vs :
The Conference a t Cleveland in 1%; vas the firs: Confererice held in East Teniiessee after the war. T!ie rrials, hardships, and persecutions through which iiiany of the brethren
had passed during the year were forgotten in the jo, \ r e felt
i n greeting each other again in ?lie des!?. Our aiiiiual mertiiigs are always happy occasions to n:t. The Co:iiere:ice a t
Cleveland, l i o ~ e v e r ,was the most p i e a m i t one we had ever
attended, owing, doubrless, to the hardsiiips and dangers,
vkicli v e hac1 encountered during the past Fear. Before reading tlie appointitients tlie bishop delivered an address to the
preachers in reference to iheir vork, urging them to a iaithiul discharge of duty. SYe felt that we were willing to go
:!iiytvIiere and to do a i d suffer for the came of Christ. 31jappointment was 1Iary.iille and Louisville Circuit. T h e associations connecied with this circuit were anything but pleasant. Brother L.I<. Hayies had been appointed to that circait the year before, but n-as compelled t o leave it by cruel
ll!oljs raised for t h a t purpose. I resolved, hoivever, to go to
ihe circuit, do the best i could, and leare the result \vvith God.
I reached Louisville Saturday inoriiiiig after the adjournment
of Coiiference. It ]vas upon tii!, arrival here that I heard for
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the first time of sonie of the “disloyal dbings” of the Conference at Cleveland, one of which mas that “the rebel Holston
Confereiice had passed a resolution forbidding its preachers
from shaking hands with 0111’ preachers.” I asked where they
got their information. They replied that Brother William
H. Rogers had come direct from the site of the Conference
and was present when the resolution was passed. I told them
that Brother Rogers was mistaken; that no such resolution
was before the Conference.
During the few days that I remained in Louisville a friend
handed me a paper published in hIaryville containing an editorial about myself, and stating that he (the editor) was
unacquainted with me, had nothing against me personally, but
that the people would judge of m e by my company, and that
I would not be allowed t o organize my Church i n that country.
I resolved, however, to “trust in God and do the right.” As
there was 110 “plan of the circuit,” I had to make and circulate the appointments myself. I went into the neighborhood
of Axley’s Chapel on Thursday, December’ 5. Axley’s Chapel
is about five miles below Morganton, 011 the Tennessee River.
I circulated as best I could an appointment for preaching on
Sunday, the Sth, at 11 A.M., and sent a note t o hlr. Duggan,
the school-teacher a t Morganton, to the effect that I would
preach there (Yorganton) Sunday at 3 P.X.
I learned that there mas organized at Axley’s Chapel and
oi.her places the “United States Church” by the Rev. William
E.Rogers. I was informed, however, that it was the real
design of Brother Rogers to organize the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and that the members taken in regarded themselves
as belonging to that Church. I n this neighborhood I found a
good deal of feeling existing in consequence of the resolution
which Rev. Rogers had said was passed by the Conference
a t Cleveland in regard to “shaking hands” and the contempt
and insult which he asserted was heaped upon him and others
in that they were not introduced to the Conference.
O n Sunday morning as I rode up to the church I was surprised to see that such a large number of persons had come
t o the meeting. There were some forty or fifty outside of the
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church and apparently a goodly number inside. While I was
hitching my horse two elderly gentlemen from the croivd outside of the house approached me and introduced themselves
as Brothers RIizel and Carpenter, the class leaders o€ the
Church at that place, the latter being also a justice of the
peace. I was, of course, glad to form their acquainrance. They
at once informed me that they had been “appoinred by the
Church” to inform me that it would be best for me not to
try to have a meeting at that place and that it would not do
for me to undertake it. I asked them the meaning of such a
procedure. They replied that the people were not willing to
hear me. I replied that there was no law in the land to force
people to hear preaching against their will. They said that
if I preached there it would produce division and strife, for
the hearts of the people in that neighborhood were “ivounded.”
I replicd that they were the ones above all others that ought
to hear preaching, for the gospel vias a balm to the wounded
heart and that I never had preached and never intended preaching anything but the gospel. They replied that a preacher
cught to preach something else aside from the gospel. 1
finally asked them if their objecting to my preaching was
based upon anything personal against me. They answered :
“We have nothing in the world against you.” I then asked
them if they based their objections upon anything against the
Church I represented, and said that I had its confession of
faith, the Discipline, and that if they would point to a single
solitary flaw in it, in any respect whatever I would immediately sever my comection with it. They replied: “One Uethodist Church in this country is enough.” The answer I gave
to this was about as follows: “The BL E. Church, South, is
the one that has ever been in this country. I t is the Church,
brethren, in whi& both of you were converted; it is the
Church in which I was converted and in which all the Methodists in this country were converted. I t is the Church from
which many of our kindred have gone to the abodes of the
blest in heaven. If it has done so much good, why not allow
it to continue to try to do good? Brother, what possible harm
ran there be in going into the church here and singing the songs

of Zion together and praying with and for each other? Brethren, let us go into the church and worship together, and let
us so worsliip that we may finally worsliip together in heaven.”
I then entered the church. I noticed, however, that
Crothers hlizel and Carpenter did not go in. I foiuid a goodly
iiuiiiber of persons in the church. I walked u p into tlie pulpit
and bowed before my God in prayer. I had no sooner clone
this, however, than I heard a considerable noise in the house
a i of persons rmining over tlie floor, which lasted, however,
t u t a few moments. Wheii I arose, I perceived that lialf or
n.ore of the congregation liad disappeared from within the
house, but still lingered in front of and around the house. I
then announccd services. After singing and prayer, and while
the second hymn was being sung, Brother Mizel entered tlie
church, walked u p t o the pulpit, arid handed me the following
notice: “Mi-. Neal, you must not come here at all. Remember,
rcmember, 0 reinember well, this must be your last time at
this place, or we will attend to you.” As soon as Brother
Mizel handed me the note he retired. The crowd outside
then dispersed with the exception of some six or eight, who
during the entire services employed their time in kicking open
the door, running tip and jerking it shut, and in other ways
disturbing the worqhip. T referred in no way whatever to
the note handed nic o r t o those disturbing lis.
When I arrived at Morgaiiton, I learned from young
Ilrotlicr Duggan, the school-teacher, who was also an old
acquaintance, that Iic liad not given notice that I was expected
to prench there at 3 P.M. The people of the village h:rd
Ic;irnetl, however, thnt I would be there. I Iiad n small congi.eg:ition. I saw no indication whatever of aiiy opposition to
m y preaching. This encouraged mc. I retnaiiied. in tlic neigh.
borhood till T~iesdaymorning. On Moiiday night, however
(as I afterwards learned from Mr. Dtiggan), a considerable
riumher of inen met to consider my “ease.” Mr. Diigg:in (as
he informed me) met with them t o prevent violence as fcLr
as posqihlc. They first rcsolvecl to proceed in a body io my
host’s, t:ikc nic from m y room, ;rnd “whip” mc. Mr. r)ngg:in
insist-cd that the hcttcr plm woultl bc to talk to me, ctc.; that

mild means x e r e always preferable when the object could thus
be accomplished. They finally adopted his plan.
I left Xorganton on Tuesday, the 10th. I Itad not proceeded more than half a mile when I was overtaken by a
gentleman on horseback who introduced himself to me as
Vr. Fulkerson, a captain in the Federal army, and then asked
me if I was not the Southern Methodist preacher who had
preached Sunday evening at Llorganton. I told him I was.
He then spoke about as follows: ‘‘Ilre Federal soldiers regard horse thieves and the Somhern Methodist Church as
the only two rebel organizations but what surrendered xith
Lee’s army, and we are determined, God being our helper, that
it shall not exist in this country. I would as lief my house
were surrounded by rebel pickets as for Southern llethodist
preachers to preach in that house. You preached there Sunday evening, but I did not know it, or I would have prevented
you.” I then entered into an argument with him to shoiv that
my Church was not “a rebel organization ;” that his views
were entirely erroneous ; “and if you will,” I continued, “point
to a single word my Church ever uttered in its capacity as a
Church or to a breath it ever breathed that even indicated
disloyalty to the United States Government, I will leave it in
a moment, I will hold my connection with it no longer. It is
true that many of the members of the Church were rebels,
but they were rebels as citizens, not as members of the Church.
Their political views had nothing in the world t o do with
their religion or Church relations.” “We take,” said he, ‘.different views entirely, and are determined that the Southern
preachers shall not preach in this country.” “Do you not
think,” said I, “that if I were t o do wrong, that if I were to
prejudice in any way the minds of the people or even the
mind of a single individual against the laws as they are administered, the strong arm of the civil government could
not-yea, would not-punish me?” “There is,” said he, “no law
against your preaching ; but the government cannot reach
every case, and we loyal people have to take such things into
our own hands.” ‘‘But. Mr. Fulkerson,” I replied, “your
poIicy is not good. Do you not know that when a people are

30

persecuted for their principles, especially their religious principles, you only make these principles dearer to them, and
that they will cling the closer to them 011 account of the persecution?” “Your proposition,” said he, “is true as a general
thing; but in this case it is so much a one-sided thing that
we Cali completely crush it, and we intend to do it by the
lielp of God. T h e success of the Southern RiIetliodist Church
depends upon the success of the coiiservative party, and one
thing is certain : it cannot have an existence in Blount.” I
then told him that I was very Rorry that he entertained such
views; that they were very illiberal, to say the least of them.
“Neal,” said he, “I have heard of you before, heard of your
disposition and manner of taking. Your Conference sent
you here because it supposed we could have nothing against
you, but I want you to distinctly uiidcrstaiid that we will
keep you from preachiiig as soon as any vilc-mouthed rebel
i n the land. Seal, I like you as a man, and would, no doubt,
like you as a preacher if you werc only on the right side.
You ought to come over; and if you ever do, I want yon to
come and see me. You will find in nie a friend and m y house
a home. But till then you are never t o darken my door. I
want you also to distinctly understand that if you come back
liere I will meet you with a sufficient number of iiicii to keep
you from preaching. You shall not preach in this country
as a Southern Methodist preacher.” We then shook lia~ids
and parted.
On Friday, December 13, I arrived at Maryville, where I
found some warm friends. r2s I w a l l i d out 011 the strecr.
Saturday morning I thought I could perccivc that there was
something unusual going on, judging from the number of
men on the street, all of whom sceiiicd to be escitcd. &lost
of them were on horses, and seemed to be leaving town in an
eastwardly direction. I, of course, could foriii no idea of the
meaning of the, sccne I had just witnessrd. I reiiiained in
Maryville till Saturday afternooii, wlicn 1 rode out sonic two
miles in the direction of Mount hlori:ih, where I was to
preach the followiiig clay at I I A M. Early Sabbath iiiorriing
a Mr. Davis, from Maryville, c a m out in great haste to see
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me before I should start to my appointment at Mount Aloriah.
€le spoke to me about as follows: “I saw you pass through
hlaryvilie yesterday evening coming in this direction. I supposed that you expected to preach at hfount BIoriah to-day
and that you would about reach here last night. I rode out
this morning to see you from a sense of duty to let you k n o ~
the danger you are in. Captain Parham, one of our prominent citizens and a justice of the peace, made up a company
of eighteen o r twenty men, white and black together, and went
out yesterday morning to Mount Moriah to take you in hand,
supposing that your appointment was there yesterday ; but
as you were not there, part of them went to Louisville, hoping
to find you there. They are still looking for you. It mill not
do for you to fall into their hands. They are a set of resolute men. BIy advice would be for you to get out of the
country as quickly as you can. I know something of their
plans, and it will not do for you to go to Mount Xoriah or
to Louisville. The only safe thing for you to do is to leave
the country.”
When I arrived at Mount Moriah, I learned that Captain
Parham and his men had been there the day before. When
he learned that my appointment was not till Sunday, he told
the school-teacher (who was teaching on Saturday in order
that his school might close before Christmas) to send word
to the people through the children that there would be no
services on Sunday, as the preacher would not be allowed to
come. hly congregation was small, and we were not disturbed during the services.
Saturday, January 11, 1868, I spent in Morganton. About
nine o’clock at night four men were seen in the yard of my
host. Their object seemed to be to ascertain who were in the
house or to hear what was said by its inmates, judging from
their proximity and their attempts to look through the windows. They soon, however, disappeared. Oil Sunday morning, the I d i , I found that my horse was missing from the
stable. I inferred from the appearances about the door that
he had been taken out. My appointment was at eleven o’clock.
Word was brought me before I started to the church that Cap-
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taiii Fulkerson was at the church with a coiisiderable number
of inen to prevent my preaching; that the Captain himself
was walking to and fro in the street before the cliurcli with a
pistol in his hand, swearing that he would kill me if I should
ereii come in sight.
I started to the church in company with a young lady.
When we were within about seventy-five yards of the church,
Captain Fullcerson met me with his hand in liis bosom. I
suppose lie had liis halid on his pistol. When I came t o where
lie was, lie said: “hfr. Keal, I wish to speak to you a moment.”
1 asked tlie young lady to excuse iiie and stepped aside a few
paces, when h e said: “I wish to tell you that you must not
enter that church.” “Captain,” said I, “if I do wrongj if I
injure you or any one else, the law will protect you and punish iiie.” “If you enter that house,” said he, “you will do it
over my dead body.” T e r y well, Captain,” said I ; “we
will go down and see.” I then stepped back to tlie young lady
who was accompanying me, and with her proceeded toward
the church, in front of which was a considerable crowd. The
Captain in the meantime ran down to tlie cliurch, exclaiming
in rather ai1 elevated tone of voice: “I sunimon every one of
you to help me keep this inan out of that house.”
The crowd was composed of white and black men. As I
proceeded toward them the Captain comnianded them to shoot
me, which order they did not obey. One of them, however,
who was a little in advance of tlie others said: “You sha’ii’t
enter this house, sir.” “You are here,” said I, “to prevent
my entering the house, are you, sir?” “I have been legally
summoned for that purpose,” said he. “What is your name?”
said I. This question seemed to embarrass him. H e was
silent for a moment, and then looked around to Captain Ful‘kerson, who said: “It is none of your business what liis name
is: These men are not responsible, s i r ; I a:il responsiblc.”
“But, Captain,” said I, ‘‘some of them look as if they might
be responsible.” “NO, sir ; I ani responsible,” said lie.
By this time the man whose mine I Iiad asked for had
stepped rather to one side. His name was Joseph Walker. He
had been but a short time out of the peniteiitiary-turned
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out by executiye clemency-and at this time was under an
indictnient for robbery, b u t his friends had bailed him out of
jail,’ The next man to v;hom I addressed myself was by the
name of Shoemaker. He had but one eye. H e was a Canadian by birth, and had said of himself that he got into a difficulty with one of his couiitrq-men, killed him, and escaped t o
Xew Siork, \\here some Federal officers made him drunk and
put him into the army, and that he deserted. At the time of
which I speak (January 12, 1868) he was living in Blouiit
County. I addressed liiin as follows: “And are you here
too, sir, to keep me out of the church?” “Yes, sir, I am,”
said he. “ h n d what do you want to keep me out of the church
for?” said I. “Xo rebel, sir, shall enter this church,” said he.
“.hid you call me rebel, do you?” said I. “What evidence
have you, sir, that I am a rebel?” At this question he appeared embarrassed and stepped back. Fulkerson replied with
emphasis and apparently xith anger: “You belong to a rebel
organization, sir.” (In giving the Captain‘s language I omit
his profanity.) “Why, Captain,” said I, “if you will just mention a single act that my Church ever did that was disloyal,
I will leave it at once.” At this the Captain stepped up to
me with his right hand in his bosom and, gently striking me
on the right breast with his left hand, said: “Shut your
mouth; you sha’n’t speak, sir. If you open your mouth again,
I will kill you.” “I not open my mouth ?” I said. “Not open
my mouth? Why, Captain, I am astonished at you. Not
open my mouth? Why, Captain, didn’t you know t h a t d t is
natural for me to open my mouth? And when I open it, I
must talk.” “S;Vell,” said he, “if you must talk, talk to me
aside.” “0 no,” said I, “I have no side talk, Captain: I want
this people to hear everything I say. I think, Captain. yoy
know me very well, and you know very well that I desire no
difficulty. I came here to preach the gospel; and as there is
a nice little congregation that have come to hear me, and as
it seems I canhot preach here in peace, I will go with them
to the other church and preach to them.” “Yes,” said he,
“and they shall pay dearly for entertaining you.” “Well,
Captain,” said I, “pay dearly or no pay clearly, it is a nice little
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crowd, finer-looking than yours, Captain.” I thea went witk
1iiy little congregation to tlic other church, where we wor
sliiped quietly and, I hope, to profit.
I borrowed a horse to go to my appointment at -4xley’s
Chapel, where I was to preach at 3:30. When I arrived a
the chapel, I fouiid about thirty men and boys standing arounc
a small lire a few rods from tlie church, and I found tlie door!
and windows of the church all securely fastened. I learnec
that a part of the crowd standing around tlie fire arrived earl!
in tlie morning, carefully fastened the door and windows, anc
had stond guard all day to prevent any one from entering tlit
house. rZ congregation soon assembled, but could not gc
into tlie house, and it was too cold to preach outside. I wa!
tioubled. I went to the door and examined it. I found tha
it was fastened from tlic inside, and naturally inferred thai
one of tlie w i d o w s must be fastened from the outside unles!
some one was in the house. I thercfore examined all tlit
windows, and t o my surprise could find no place where thc
person fastening the door could have come out. All the windows seemed to be fastened from the inside. I was baffled
’CVhen I was examining the door and windows, all eyes were
upon me, both friends and foes going around the house as 1
did. Not a word was spolcen. A solemnity seemed to per.
vnde tlie company. I went a second time to the door. 1
could not be niistalcen a s t o the niaiiiicr of fastening it. 1
started again to try the windows. Friends and foes followed
. of the windows I found
This timc I was more S L I ~ ~ ~ S S E U ~One
to be fastened with a small piece of lcnthcr prepared for thc
purpose placed on the sill and the shutter forced upon it
This piece of leather I managed to get out, when the shuttet
opened almost o f its own accord. I then raised the sash am
entered the church. T fouiid several licnches against the door
T soon opened it, however, when niy congregation entered
The wrviccs wcrc not furtlier tlisturbed. The “guards” l c f i
the premises ns sooil ns preaching comincnced.
T spcnt February I ill the ncighborhood of Morganton. 01
Sunday moriiing, February 2, ns T came in sight of the church
at 3lorganton I was siirpriscil to see that the pcoplc wcrc :is-
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sembling so soon, a s by my time it was but a few minutes
aiter ten o’clock, and the hour for preaching \vas eleven. -4s
.it was nearly an hour till preaching time, I went to a friend’s
house near the church, where I remained some three-quarters
of an hour. Just as I started to the church I saw some five
or s i s men leave Captain Fulkerson’s and in a fast walk
start toward the church. Captain Fulkerson lived about
seventy-five yards from the church. IThen they reached the
door, they halted and looked a t me until I got nearly up to
them, when they all with one exception x e n t into the house.
When I reached the door, I perceived that the house was about
filled with people. About two-thirds of them were black people. The pulpit was occupied by two men-one a tall black
man, the other a medium-sized white man. I took a seat
that happened to be vacant near the door. All eyes were
upon me in a moment. As I was in the rear of the congregation, they had to look around to see me; and from their titters
and grimaces, especially of the black 1%-omen,I saw that I
was the object of their contempt. The white man in the
pulpit, however, seemed by the contortions of his face t o
manifest, if possible, more contempt than the others. The
. scene was the most noye1 I ever witnessed. I remained in the
house only a few minutes. I returned to the place where I
had stopped before going to the church, and preached there
at the request of my hostess.
I started in due time to -4xley’s Chapel, where I was to
preach a t 3:30 P.X. As I passed Captain Fulkerson’s, I saw
three men standing in the yard looking at me. I noticed also
that there were two horses hitched at his gate. When I
reached the summit of a hill some tvio hundred and fifty
yards from Fulkerson’s house, I saw eight or ten men a t the
house of >I r. Cobb, who lived about one hundred and fifty yards
farrher on. When they saw me, one of them ran down t o the
gate, mounted a horse that was hitched there, and went on before me at a rapid pace. I observed also that two of the men
whom I saw a t Captain Pulkerson’s had mounted their horses
and were following me.
When about three-quarters of a mile from hforganton, I
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olrertook &Ir. H.,
a youiig nian of m y acquaintance, 011 his
Lvay to Monroe County to visit some relatives. W e rode
leisurely along together for about one-half of a mile, when.
we saw two men some fifty yards before us and coining to
ineet us. T h e one on our right had his left hand in his pocket ;
tlie other had his right hand in his pocket. As w e came up
to them I said: “Good morning, gentlemen.” I had no sooner
spoken to them than they siniultaneously seized the reins of
my bridle and placed cocked revolvers against my breast,
swearing that if I opened my mouth they would blow my
brains out. M y young friend got away in a hurry. I saw that
I was completely in the power of my wicked enemies. The
man on my right in a moment let g o tlie bridle rein, but with
the same hand took hold of my foot to push me from my
horse, at the same time ordering me to get off and t o be
quick about it. T o prevent falling, I dismounted. Just at
this moment several men sprang into the road from the
bushes behind me, one of them exclaiming, prefacing his exclamation with an awful oath: “Blindfold him, so that he can’t
see us!” Their cocked revolvers were still a t m y breast.
Obeying the orders of his leader, one of them in a very rough
manner thrust his thumb and fingers into m y eyes, and the
other placed tlie comforter that was around my neck over my
face. I n the meantime the men from behind rushed upon me,
one of them giving me a severe blow (with a pistol, I supposej on the back of my head, whicli would probably have
proved fatal but for tlie comforter, which modified the ldow.
I then received a blow on the right side of my head which
so stunned me that for a moment ( I suppose it was oiily a
moment) I was insensible. The latter blow, as I afterwards
learned, inflicted an awful mound, laying bare the skull some
t wo inches. From the fact that my head was bruised in other
places I infer that I received other blows, but I did not feel
them at the time. As I could not see, I could not tell the
number of men in the crowd, but I suppose there Were some
eight or ten. They then blindfolded me securely and started
with me in a very rough manner, but I could not tell in what
direction. I knew, however, that it was througl? the woods
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from the leaves and brush orer nhich we were going. They
moved so rapidly and the way was so rough that I fell two
o r three times, which seemed the more to enrage them, judging
from the nianner in which they jerked me about and dragged
me along. When they had taken me about one hundred and
fifty yards, they stripped me to my shirt, tied me with a rope
to a tree, and then two of them, one on each side, began beating me with withes. From the sound and sensation I inferred
that there were several withes in the hands of each man.
The beating soon ceased to be painful. Sensation had been
destroyed ; and althougli the beating continued, I felt it not.
I suppose they continued till they wore the withes out. They
then untied me, made me lie down with my face t o the ground,
and threw my overcoat over my head, swearing that if I moved
till they got away they would riddle me with builets. From
the time they met me in the road till they left me in the
woods they seemed to vie with each other in profanity. I
never heard the like before, and I hope I never shall hear it
again. I t was absolutely awful.
When they were all gone, I got up and with but little pain
put on my clothes. I did not know where I was. I saw a
branch near by; and followed its course, supposing that it
would lead me to the Tennessee River. I soon, however,
came t o the road. I took the right hand end of it, leading
toward Axley’s Chapel. I had not proceeded far till I observed that my clothes were saturated with blood. The wound
in my head was bleeding profusely, which made me rather apprehensive lest I might faint by the way, where no good Sarnaritan would be permitted to come. I had proceeded about one
mile when I came up with my horse, but the saddle and
saddlebags were missing. An old gentleman, however, that
lived near by loaned me a saddle with the understanding that
I was to send it back next morning. My intention was to
get to Dr. Douthit’s, where I might receive medical treatment.
When I was within one mile of Axley’s Chapel, where I was
to have preached, I met Captain Fulkerson, with five other
mounted men, returning from the chapel. They halted when
we met. The Captain asked me if I expected to preach at the
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chapel. I replied: “I am not able to preach.” Mr. Cobb then
said: “Vv‘hat is the matter with you?” I n as few words as I
could I told him what had happened, then bade them good
cbeniiig and went on. I arriwd at Dr. Douthit’s about sundovvn Here I received all the sympathy, kindness, and attcntion that friendship coaltl bestow. Dr. Douthit is one of the
most complete spcciniens of a gentleinan I ever knew.
I learned that the scene at the chapel in the evening was a
\cry esciting one. A
. number of iiieii had early in the morning securely fastened the doors and windows, and had stood
guard all day. By three o’clock there was a large gathering
of people, a considerable number of theni froin Monroe
County. They had met with a deteriiiinatioii not to allow
preaching. One ~iiaiiwas so exercised about it that he said
if they could only keep me from preaching the niilletiiiiuin
would come. At about 3 :30 Captain Fulkerson, with several
others, arrivcd from Morgaiiton. The multitudc gathcretl
around him, and he atldrcsscd them about as follows (except
the profanity, and the address %as vcry profaiic) : “Gentleiiien, I do not know whcthcr the scoundrel will be here or not.
I saw a saddle and saddlebags in the road as I came along.
I snppose they arc his. [ A voice: “Speak louiidcr, so that his
friends can licar.”] Tlierc is no use in talking to him. I ani
not going to talk to him any more. [Chniles Davis, a iiicnibcr of the XI. E. Church : “1’11 do the talking to him.”] Ire is
as bold as a lion. ‘The way for us to do is to turn 011 his
friends-shoot thein doivii on sight. When you know 01 :my
person fcetliiig him or his horse or giving him any cncouragenieiit whatever, shoot their brains out. [Cheers.] If you
have no pistols, t;rkc your knives and cut their throats from
ear to ear. [Chcers.] If you have no knives, beat them with
your fists. If it hat1 riot bccn for his friends, he woultl not
have been here.” RIr. Carpenter, the class leader, then proceeded with paper and peiicil to take down the nanics of all
my friciids, male :uid fcmalc, thus nial\-ing tlicm the obj ccts
of vengcance.
On Monday a iiegro man vcry kindly consented to go in
scarch of my saddle and s:itltllcb:ig‘;. H e fomitl thcm near the
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place where I was so terribly abused. He refused to receive
compensation. I shall ever cherish his memory.

A few remarks on the above: This is one of the
most sensational and soul-sickening stories in all ecclesiastical history. Did it occur in the Dark .Ages?
S o ; it occurred in the boasted nineteenth century. Did
it occur in darkest Africa ? 90; it occurred in enlightened America. Were the actors pagan savages? S o ;
some of them were members and representatives of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, professed followers
of the meek and lowly Jesus. Such a combination of
diabolism and rank hypocrisy has seldom been displayed on the face of the earth. 15’ere these 17iIlains
ever brought to justice for disturbing public u-orship
and for this murderous assault upon a minister of the
gospel? N o ; and this fact makes the officers of the
law and, indeed, some private citizens of Elount
County accessory to these crimes. Did the perpetrators of these crimes expect to be punished? S o ; for
they knew that the government of Tennessee was not
in the hands of the people, and that if they should be
convicted and sentenced to punishment by the courts
they mould find ready pardon u-ith the authorities at
Xashville.
As to the “disloyal doings” of the Cleveland Conference : The Conference did refuse to allon- ministers of
the ;SIethodist Episcopal Church to he introduced, and
assigned a reason for it; but this was not a refusal to
shake hands with them privately and socially. T h e action of the Conference was no doubt intentionally misrepresented, that the so-called loyal element might be
aroused to deeds of violence against the Southern
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preachers. Eut even if the Conference had advised the
social ostracism of the Methodist Episcopal Churcli
preachers, that would have been no justification of the
infamous proceedings against Henry C. Neal.
The story of the organization of the “United States
Church” was no fable. The preachers of tlie Jfethodist
Episcopal Church hoped to ride into popularity on the
tide of national success in the war recently closed.
The Rev. JYilliani C. Daily, after performing a funeral
ceremony in the Cleveland cemetery one day, annoimced that at a certain date and place he would hold
a “United States quarterly meeting !”
It shoulcl be borne in mint1 that when class leaders
and others were waiting upoii Brother Neal and forbidding his preaching in the llethodist churches of the
Ltaryville and Louisville Circuit they were atteinptirig to esclude him from the churches of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South ; the hIethodist Episcopal
Church had no church buildings in that country at that
time. The Church relations of the objecting parties,
their opposition to Seal solely on tlie ground that he
represented the Ilethodist Episcopal Cliurch, South,
ant1 their plea, “One 3fetliociist Church is enough in
this country”-all these things show froin what source
the opposition came and what party was responsible
for tlie outrages mentioned in the ineinorial presented
by the Holston Conference, South, to the General Conference (Xorth).
In his arguments with Captain Fulkerson Brother
Kea1 seeiiis to have been ignorant of the acts of the
Conference in regard to Vnion preachers during the
war : but the war hac1 now becn over three years, the
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Soutliern States had retaken their places in the UIIion, general amnesty had been proclaimed, the Conference had petitioned the General Conference to restore tlie expelled ministers to their places in the Conference, and it had been clone with the exception of one
man. The people had had time to become cool. There
was no danger of the breaking out of a new in:Lurrection. A Southern ;\Iethodist preacher could do no
harm in Elouiit County unless it was to interfere with
the plans of the blethodist Episcopal Church, which
conteniplated the destruction of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, i n East Tennessee and the taking
and holding of its property.
The acts of the Conference during the war, under
the rulings of Eishop Early, had alienated tlie Union
membership in East Tennessee from the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, or rather had intensified the
alienation already begun from political causes and furnished a pretext for the organization of a Holston
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Churcli. These
acts of the Holston Conference, South, had placed the
Church, South, at a disadvantage in tlie eyes of the
general public ; and while in view of the good name of
tlie Christian religion the persecutions of our preachers in East Tennessee are to be regretted, we are under real obligations to the persecutors, especially those
of Elount County, for turning the title in our favor.
These persecutions were a great uplift to the cause of
Southern hIethoclism in East Tennessee, and put the
hlethodist Episcopal Church on the laboring oar. ,4s
a result in part of these persecutions, we now have in
“loyal Elount” one station and two circuits, all well

wstaiiied. The LIethodist Episcopal Church had
iiiappetl out the entire Soutlierii territory into Confereiices a i d entered upon a policy of “disintegration and absorption.” It was a work of iiivasioii and
conquest. After the Federal forces had forced the
passage of the Mississippi River and occupied large
portions of the South, Bishop h i e s and some of the
preachers of the XLethodist Episcopal Church followed
the victorious army with a circular order issued to its
officers under date of Kovember 30, 1S63, from the
Secretary of War, l l r . Stanton, in which he said:
SOLI
nrc hereby directed t o place a t the disposal of Bishop

.lilies all liouscs of worship of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South, i i i which a loyal minister who has been appointed by a loyal bishop of said Church does not officiate.

Armed with this order, officials of the Methodist
Episcopal Church took possession of several houses
of worship against the remoiistraiice of the members
who owned them, and filled the pulpits with their
enemies, t o the exclusion of ministers appointed by the
Church authorities. Even after the close of the war
possession of several of these houses was maiiitaiiied
till they were restored by a goveriiiiieiital order. Dr.
Natlock, of the Nethodist Episcopal Church, presiding elder of the Kew Orleans District, in the Cciifvcll
ClzTistiait A h o c ~ l t c ,of St. Louis, of March 15, 1870,
said :
TVitli the humiliation of the South, the flight of her minister?, our Church by national authority occupied and held
many pulpits of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. No
other denomination did just as we did in thc matter. Teniporary occupancy of pulpits occurrcd i n soiiie instances with
otlicrs, but our ministers stood in the attitude of conquerors.
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They differed little in appearaiice from the relation of ::Ivaders. I t did not so appear to thein. It did so appear t~
the Church, South. It is so esteemed by then? now. . . .
If our occupancy of the pulpits of the Church, S O L L had
~ ~ . been
0t1ly for the purpose of offering the preaching of the word t o
deserted congregations and on the return of their pasrors and
the restoration of peace h:id been yielded up gracefull\-. ir
would have been better for the peace of the lletliodist i t i i n i I > .
But such was not the case. Claims x e r e set up to the property
on questionable grounds. Possession was retained until lve
were compelled to relinquish it by civil authority. . . .
Did we not wrong our brethren i n this thing? Is not confession of wrong far better than defense of wrong? C a n w e
ignore our duty and be guiltless before God and the Church
of Christ? Our attitude as a Church toward the South both
ecclesiastically and politically needs to be carefully examined.

This spirit of conquest prevailed in the Methodist
Episcopal Church in East Tennessee. I t took the form
of intimidation and physical violence. The screw was
driven too tight, and split the plank.
From a letter to the author from the Rev. George
W. Jackson I glean the following items in relation to
the Neal affair: IT’hen blr. Seal opened the window
of hxley’s Chapel and entered the house December S,
1867, Charles T. P. Davis and Thomas Sampson were‘
standing near by on the outside; and when they saw
that the peopIe had entered the church, they shook
their heads in disapprobation and left. V’hen S e a l
was whipped, he was tied to a persimmoll tree. In the
crowd assembled at Axlep’s Chapel to prevent preaching by Real was one John T. Carpenter, \vho took an
active part in this lawless business. Fulkerson, Seal‘s
principal persecutor, still lives in 7\rashington City
(1909). C. T. P. Davis died suddenly in Sovenlber,
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1888. John T.Carpenter died in 1883. It was reported that before he breathed his last he desired to
send for Brother Keal; but that his brother, Andrew
Carpenter, would not agree to it. Neal was then on
the Pliiladelphia Circuit. Thomas Sanipsoii lives near
Harriman ( 1909). Erother Jackson has understood
that a part Indian did most of the whipping-hired to
do it.
The Rev. George Thonxas Gray had a walking cane
made of the tree to ~ h i c hKea1 was tied.
William 11. Wiglitman, D.D., LL.D., was born in
Charleston, S. C., January 29, 1808; and died in the
sanie city February 15, 1882. His father was a native
of that city; his mother, of Plymouth, England. He
graduated from the College of Charleston in 1827.
Early in 1825 he was converted, and by the time his
education was completed he had become convinced
that it was his duty to preach. H e was licensed to
preach in 1827, during his senior year at college. In
1828 lie was admitted into the South Carolina Conference. I n 1834 lie was appointed Agent of RandolphMacon College. He resigned this position in 1838,
and returned to the pastoral work. H e was a delegate
to the General Conference of 1840, and was elected by
that body editor of the Sozitlzerit Chvistian Advocate.
H e held this position fourteen years, when he was
elected President of Wofford College at its opening in
1854. In 1859he was elected Chancellor of the Southern University, at Greensboro, Ala., and was elected
bishop in 1866.'
H e presided over the Holston Conference at Cleve'Simpson's "Cyclopedia of Methodism."
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land in 1867, at Knoxville in 1868, and at Cri-to1 in
1876. H e also held several District Conferences in
Holston. H e was a man of very superior gifts, of
considerable learning and general intelligence, of great
gravity and dignity of deportment, constant pra? crfulness, and deep piety. H e was a good presiding ofricer, well versed in the law and parliamentary usage,
thoughtful, sympathetic, and impartial in the use of
the appointing power. H e was one of the greatest
preachers of the Church, combining in his sermons
depth, eloquence, and impressive delivery. Physicall>he was perhaps a little above the average in size, and
his person was handsome and vigorous. His scholarship was critical ; he delighted in the refinements of
thought, and he was not averse to the use of classical
phrases and scientific illustrations. In addressing a
graduating class once, he said : “Young gentlemen, this
salient point in your history has hitherto been to you
the point ad quid; from this time forward it will be to
you the point a quo.”
Wiglitman was one of that remarkable College of
Bishops that took the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, torn to pieces by the ravages of war and internal dissensions and dilapidated, and by wise administration, indomitable energy and industry, and matchless
preaching brought it up out of its own ashes, reliabilitated it; and made it what it was before the war-the
most powerful evangelical force in the Sou:liern States.
As an editor Wightman wrote much and thoughtfull>T
and elegantly; a4 a teacher and college director he
was in demand ; and his life of Eishop Capers is an excellent portraiture of a great man.
31

BISHOP DAVID S. DOGGETT.

CHAPTER XIV.

CONFEBESCEOF 1869.

THE forty-sixth session of the Conference was held
in Abingdon, Va., beginning September 21, 1569, Eishop David S. Doggett presiding, R. S. Price Secretary,
and Jacob R. Payne and James E;. Stringfield Assist:
ants. Tlie following lay delegates answered to their
names: Eli C. Hale, Peter Gallagher, John \Ir. Paulette, Rev. \V'. E. Seil, Dr. 11.Y. Heiskell, Dr. J . F.
Eroyles, W. E. Aston, \*incent A. Noore, J. K.P. Call,
David Cleage, V. C. Allen, Sainuel H. Dickey, John
A. Winton, R. B. Vance, David Proffitt, J. D. Reynolds, J. H. Calfee, TVilliain G. IYilson.
David Sullins preached the Conference sermon the
first evening of the session.
A resolution offered by Dr. IViley was adopted prohibiting tlie appointment of any man on more than
one committee.
On the second day of tlie session the following lay
delegates appeared antl took their seats : Rev. James
IYagg, Rev. T. P. Thomas, James 11.Kelley, and Rev.
E. E. Hoss.
The following resolution, offered by J. K. Stringfield antl E. E. Iiriley, was adopted:
Rcsolzvd, That the Committee on Church 'Property be reques:ctl to ascertain as far as possible the exact amount of
property in the bounds of the Conference rightfully belonging
to the 11.E. Church, South, now wrongfully held by the 11.
E Church (North), and to state in their report the probable
value of said property and also specify the places where it is
to be found.
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Rev. C. H. Wiley, of the Presbyterian Church,
Agent of the American Bible Society; was introduce6
and invited to a seat within the bar. Before taking his
seat he made some very catholic and toucliing remarks,
to which the Bishop made an appropriate response.
Revs. Messrs. Stewart and Hogshead, of the same
Church, were also introduced and invited to seats within the bar.
On the third day the following lay delegates appeared and took their seats: Dr. G. A. Long, James D.
Johnson, Albert G. Pendleton, Edward Johnson, Rev.
George Spake.
On the fourth day the following lay delegates appeared and took their seats: Rev. T. P. Summers, David A. Browder, H. S. Bowen, E. C. Reeves.
On the fifth day the Rev. Dr. George R. Barr, of the
Methodist Protestant Church, was introduced and invited to a seat within the bar.
Samuel E. Harwell was received from the Methodist Episcopal Church. Alexander Doniphan was received from the Methodist Protestant Church in elder’; orders.
The Conference elected the Eollowiiig delegates to
the General Conference : Carroll Long, David Sullins,
E. E. Wiley, John M. McTeer, W. G. E. Cunnyngliam.
Reserves : R. IS.Price, William I-licks. Lay delegates :
Robert E. Vance, Rev. T. P. Thomas, Felix W. Earnest, David Cleage, William B. Aston. Reserves :
Henry S. Bowen and Dr. G. A. Long.
One of the most interesting features of this session
of the Conference was the address of Dr. William E.
Munsey on the subject of, “Missions on Monday Morn-
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ing.” Dr. Nunsey was at that time Missionary Secretary. He had been appointed to the missionary secretaryship in view of his raising money to pay the missionary debt of the Church. I\Iunse_v ivas a great
thinker and a great orator. H e had already achieved
national fame as a speaker, but I feel sure that this
address was one of his best. It is almost impossible to
give an exaggerated estimate of his eloquence and pathos on this occasion.
The following resolution in regard. to the Ambrister fund was adopted:
Resolved, That the trustees of the Ainbrister fund proceed
to sell the house and lot referred t o in their report on such
terms as they may think best, and also to take such steps to
collect or secure the Atlee note as they may deem best, and
report to the next session of the Conference.

The Committee on Church Property reported 35G
churches, 35 camp grounds, 21 parsonages, 46 churches and 3 parsonages held by the Xethodist Episcopal
Church; value of churches held by that Church, $ j Z , 500 ; value of parsonages held by it, $2,900 ; total value of Church property, $384,800; value of college
property, $536,800. The figures show that the Methodist Episcopal Church claiined and held thirty-eight
churches in the Jonesboro and Iiiioxville Districts and
only eight in all the other districts. The three parsonages claimed by them were in the Jonesboro District.
They held none of our cliurclies and parsonages in the
Wytlieville, Pearisburg. Abingclon, Asheville, and
Franklin Districts. The only churches and parsonages held by them were in East Tennessee.
The following resolution was adopted :

486

HOLSTON METHODISM.

That the Conference appoint a committee of five,
clerical and two lay members, to visit the Holston Coiii
of the M. E. Church, soon to convene in Jonesboro, :
present to that body in a Christian spirit an earnest r
from this Conference to relinquish to us all our Church
erty which they now hold and from which our ministe
now excluded. most of which property is set forth in t h e
going report.

The committee appointed under this resolution
sisted of E. E. Wiley, 13. Arbogast, R. N. Price, F
Earnest, and E.,C. Reeves.
The Holston Conference, Methodist Episc
Church, met in Jonesboro, Tenn., October 7 and
tinued in session until the I Ith, Cishop Siinpson I
ident, and John F. Spence Secretary. Prof. Edn
Longley, though not a meiiiber of the committee o
Conference, South, was introduced and presented
memorial of the Conference. A committee of five
then appoiiited to confer with the committee of
Conference, South, and consisted of Dr. N. E. (
leigh, I;. M. Fanning, J. E. Little, J. A. Hytleii,
J. R. Eads. On the last day of the session the re:
of this coininittee was read to thc Conference by
Cobleigh, and it was adoptecl.
The joint session of the two committees was I
pleasant and harmonious. The comniittec, South, I
sentecl their demands in writing; the committee (Nor
agreed to those demands, promised to make a reg
to their Conference recoininending compliance v
them, and requested our corninittee to remain to
present in the Conference wlien the report was re
and to aid by their presence in securing an adopt
of the report. The coimnittee was prescnt, expect
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to hear a report recommending a compliance \sit11
their demands, but were surprised and mortified to
hear quite a different report, and felt that they had
been dealt with treacherously.
At the Conference of 1870 Dr. IViley made only a
verbal report of the negotiations. It was unfortunate
that a written report i n s not macle and recorded. But
the committee, South, furnished an elaborate report of
the case for pnblicatioii in the Sashville Christian Adzaocate; and through tlie courtesy of the Rev. E. 11.
Itartin, Secretary of the Holston Conference ( Sortli),
and of Dr. Denny, of T'anderbilt University, I have
been able to procure copies of both reports, and they
nil1 appear in full in the next chapter.
The finance report showed that tlie claims of the
preachers during the year amounted to $38,424.35;
receipts, $27,jo3.G3 ; deficit, $ro,gzo.72. Collected for
the bishops, $ j 7 j ; distributed aiiioiig Conference
claimants, $787 46.
The report on education showed that one hundred
and eighty-nine students had attended Emory and Henry College during the year-sixty-eight froin Virginia ;
thirty-two from Tennessee ; seven from Sortli Carolina ; about forty iron1 Alabama ; nine from Georgia ;
three from Texas; two froin Kentucky; five from tlie
Indian nations ; six from Louisiana ; and one from each
of the States of IIississippi, Florida, Illinois, and &lissouri. The items do not make up the aggregate.
The report stated that ninety-two students had attended the Holston Conference Female College during the year, and that in order to prevent the scliool
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froin passing beyond the control of its r'rieiids it had
been taken charge of by a joint-stock coii1pany.
i\iIartlia IYashingtoii College was reported as steadily advancing in prosperity. I t had paid its expenses
during the year, made some iiiiproveiiients on the
buildings, and given nearly five hundred dollars in
tuition to the daughters of ministers.
The agent, Nr. Wilkinson, had raised during the
year a subscription of $8,000 toward paying the debt
of the institution, conditioned on the subscription of
tv,-enty thousand dollars.
The recapitulation of the Sunday School I-ieport
showed 298 scliools, 2,213 officers and teachers, 15,741
scholars, and 20,782 volumes in library.
A resolution was offered by Dr. Cunnyngham aiid
adopted requesting all the preachers in charge to organize juvenile missionary societies in their Sunday
schools, aiid during the month of December to take
up a collection in every congregation to aid in paying
off the missionary debt.
Collected for domestic missions. .......... .@,oga 96
Collected for foreign niissions. ............. 598 04

..................................

.$z,6g1 00
Admitted on trial: Joseph L. McGee, James R. Handy,
Erastus H.Bogle, George D. French, Timothy P. Darr, Patton J. Lockliart, E. Eiiibrce Hoss, James I<. P. Ball, Isaac R.
Ellis, Robert H. Frist, Edward W. Marsh.
Total

Readmitted : Thoinas J. Pope, James T. Smith, 'William C.
Bowman.
Received by transfer : James Atkins, from the Baltimore
Conference ; William 13. Barnes, from the North Carolina
Conference ; Alexander Doniphan, from the Methodist Protestant Church.
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Located: IT’. H. Moody, II. X. Earidson, IY.If. Kerr.
Superannuated : Johti Reynolds. Joseph Haskew, Timothy
Suilitis, IViley B. IYinton, Thomas K. IIunsey, Samuel B.
Harmell.
Numbers i n society : SYhite, 29,728; colored, 272. Total,
30,000. Increase, 3,573.
Local preachers, 239 ; traveling preachers, 118.

William IT. Kerr afterwards returned to the Conference. H e had become so fleshy that he attended to
the duties of circuit preacher with considerable inconvenience. He at once devoted himself to farm work
and manual labor, which cut down his obesity by something like fifty pounds, so that he was later able to take
up regular work again.
I t was during the year just closed that Jacob Smith
was so viciously persecuted and violently assaulted in
the interest of loyal Ilethodism. The truth of history
requires me to introduce in this work this most painful and disgraceful episode.
Jacob Smith was born in Wythe County, Va., October 20, 1835. H e joined the Church February 16,
1851 ; and two days later, under the preaching of Wiley B. Winton and Carroll Long at blt. Pleasant, on
the Wytheville Circuit, he felt that God owned him for
a child. H e was licensed to preach at Kimberlin
Camp Ground, in Eland County, Va., in 1857. H e
was admitted into the traveling connection at Greeneville, Tenn., October-z1,1861, Bishop James 0. Andrew
presiding. H e did faithful work on a number of
circuits till 1874, n-hen he was appointed book agent,
or colporteur, of the Conference, in which position he
remained till 1891, when he was given the superannu-

REV. JACOB SMITH.

CO-UFEKEXCE OF

1S69.

49I

ate relation ; and he holds this relation to the present
date (1910).
-ASto his educational advantages : In his rninoriry
he attended school in the x-inter and labored in tile
summer. From childhood he attended Sunday school
and read good books and the Church papers. He
studied English grammar, arithmetic, and other primary branches at nights and on rainy days. -It tile
‘age of twenty he began to teach, paid his father lor
one year’s time, and for six years alternated between
teaching ancl going to school. H e received the principal part of his education at Fall Eranch Seminary,
Fall Eranch, Tenn.
Brother Smith was placed on the supernumerary
roll at the Conference of 1867. Sevierville and Little
River Circuit was left to be supplied, and he was the
supply. At the Conference of 1868he returned to the
effective roll, and was reappointed to that circuit,
which embraced the county of Sevier, the eastern half
of Elount County, and Seven Islands, in %ox County. Since the war there had been no Southern Xethodist pastor there, nor was there any organized Southern
Church in the bounds of the work except the class at
Seven Islands. The preachers of the Slethodist Episcopal Church were in the field, and they had confiscated everything as f a r as they could. It was during
Smith’s first year on this circuit that Henry C. Neal
was so cruelly beaten bv the dirty tools of the socalled loyal Methodists on the Maryville and Louisville Circuit. A little more than a year after that Smith
became the victim of a similar tragedy on the Sevierville and Little River ’Circuit, but in the same county.
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The medicine adniinistered to Kea1 seemed to have
worked like a charm. At the Conference of 186s the
Maryville and Louisville Circuit was left to be supplied, and, so far as I know, no supply was furnished;
and it was hoped, perhaps, that a similar dose administered to Smith might be equally effective. illark
you, it was four years after the close of the Civil War,
but in the beautiful days of reconstruction and carpetbag rule. I shall allow Brother Smith to tell the sad
story of the abuse wliich he received :
On Sunday, March 14,1849, I had an appointment at Logan’s
Chapel, to which I went and found quite a crowd assembled;
but as I drew near the door I was met by two incn who, as
I was afterwards informed, were Mr. William Gotlard and a
Mr. Nimond. Mr. Godard asked me if I was the man who
had an appointment to preach there that day. I told him that
I was. Said he: “You can’t preach here.” I asked him why.
H e repeated : “You can’t preach here.” I replied : “The Bible
teaches inc that I ought i o obey God rather than man.” I l e
then said: “You can’t preach in this house.” Said I : “All
right; I will find a position somewhere else.” I then \vdked
rouiid under the shed, stepped up on the stand, got out my
Bible and hymn book, and comnicnced singing. The congregation was being seated wlien in came four o r five men and
stepped on the stand where I was. One of them, who, as I
was informed, was Elias Gotlard, had :I weapon in his hand.
He said : “Mr. Smith, you can’t preach here ; and you’d better
get out, and do it quick, or you’ll get hurt.” I wanted to
reason with him, but he said that he did not come there to debate with me. but for ine to get out of there. Another said:
“Put him out.” I saw that mischief was intended, and to prevent any further tlificulty I coiicludcil to surrender the position, and I told them that 1 coiild prcacli out iii the road or i n
the grove. Accordingly I went out ant1 spoke to two or three
meii about a place to preach at, aut1 they pointed out :I place
about two huiitlretl yard.; from the church, to which I repaired,
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and was followed by a part af the congregation, to whom I
tried to preach.
Having been previously invited to preach a t the schoolhouse
near hlr. Brakebill’s, I announced that, no preventing providence, I would preach there on Sabbath, the a j t h of April,
a! eleven o’clock. I reached that community again two o r
three days before my appointment, and visited several families ;
and on Saturday, the 24th’ I went up to a Presbyterian church
four o r five miles above Mr. Alex. Kennedy’s and heard the
Rev. hlr. Brown preach. Afrer preaching I went down to
Mrs. Huston’s and stayed all night.
On Sunday morning I set out by myself for my appointment. When within about two miles of Brakebill’s schoolhouse, I overtook an old gentleman who was walking, a
stranger to me, who joined me in conversation. With him
I rode along slowly about half a mile, mostly through the
woods, and just as we had got through the woods and started
down a lane I heard the clatter of horses’ feet behind me. I
partially turned my head, and saw two or three men. The old
gentleman, looking back about the same time, said that they
were Mr. Kennedy’s sons. I paid no more attention t o them until
they were by my side, when they began to curse me and ordered
me to dismount. Having pistols and clubs in their hands, some
of them dismounted and commenced striking at my horse’s
head, and finally knocked him down. H e fell a hard fall, as
also did his rider; and as I lay on the ground two or three
of them came up and beat me on the head with their pistols
and clubs, knocking me back to the ground as I attempted to
rise. I finally arose; but they kept on beating me for some
time after I had risen, during which time I supported myself
by taking hold of and leaning against the fence. They then
ordered me to pull off my pistols. I told them that I had
none. Tney swore that I was a liar, and said that Mr.Jennings had told them that I had two belted around me when I
was a t his house. Said I: “Surely Mr. Jennings never told
you any such thing.” They reasserted that he had. They
then examined my person, my pockets and saddlebags, but
found no pistols. They then put my saddlebags on one of
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their horses and one of thein led my horse, and with their
pistols in their hands they marched me back on foot. I did
not walk fast enough for them; they kept hurrying me up.
After having gone about two htu1dred yards, they ordered me
to get on my horse; but in the fall when they knocked my
horse down the stirrup by which 1 was accustoiiied t o mount
got broken and lost, so that it was with difficulty that I
climbed up by the leather. One of them ran up and kicked
me and swore that he would help iiie 011. After I was on
they coniineiiccd withing my horse to make him go faster,
but I reined him up; then they beat ine over the right halid
to liiake tne give up the rein. They then commenced withing
ine arouiid the shoulders, saying it would have a better effect
than to whip the horse. One of them said: “That is a fine
horse which he has stolen from Some good Union inan or
some of his rebel friends stole €or him.” Once in a while
one of them would strike me 011 the head, till fiiially he
knocked off my hat. Then they stopped and said that that
was as good a place as any. They got down and jerked me
off of nip horse, caught my overcoat by the collar, and jerked
it off, tearing the lining well-nigh out; in like manner they
jerked off my dress coat and vest, ancl coniiiienced pulIing
off my shirt, when Elias Godarcl said that there was no iieed
of that. Then two of them commenced beating tnc with their
clubs, and thcy bent ine till I fcll ant1 after I was down, until
they had well-riigh worn out their cltibs. They then told me
that I had to promise never to preach in the county again and
nercr to come into the county. I told them that I never could
make any such promise. They swore that they would make
me do it, and went and cut another withe and repeated that
I had to promise. I said “XO,” ancl said that if it was the
will of the Lord and of the people I expected to preach. One
o f thcm said, “It is not the will of the Lord,” and wanted to
know if I would take them for the people. I replicd: “I
don’t know who you are, whether you belong t o this community or iiot.” Then Mr. Elias Godard told them not to
beat me any more, remarking : “I-Tc is stnhborn, and you can’t
get anything out of hiiii. Let him alone, and we will see
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I shall offer no apology for ClLlotiilg freely iroin tj:e
P m s and illessenycl; a daily nen spaper of I<nosvii’!e,
in relation to this tragedy. The comments of this paper not only record history, but they are a part of t!ie
history of the times. The editor o i this paper at that
time was Col. John 11.Fleming, an accomplished wrixer. His comments will have the greater inhence it!?
the reader when he learns that Col. Fleming wa:‘ one
of the men that set theinselvet. resolutely against the
secession movement, and that he was a consistent 1-xion man during the war. H e was a conservativc Lni6-c;
man, who, after the war was at an end and the Cnion had been restored, used his influence to protect
his neighbors and fellow countrymen of the opposite
faith from personal abuse by the scallawag element of
the Union party. In his paper he had called attention
to the Logan’s Chapel mob of ;\larch 14,IS@. 01
the mob of April 25 Colonel Flemillg coInmentecl as
follo\vs :
IVe a r e called upon to record another of those dami?ab:c
atrocities that disgrace our civilization and put our Cliri+
tianity to the blush-deeds
which illustrate the more than
savage barbarity of civilized men, inspired by the devilid?
teachings of priestly knaves. who, in the prosecution of their
own wicked villainies, hesitate not to encourage the application of the lash and cudgel, and if necessary the h 4 f e and
Prefer
the bullet, t o Linoffeiidiiig ministers of the gospel ~ l m
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preaching the word of God to practicing the Satanic arts of
a political and plundering priesthood.
It will be remembered by our’ readers that in February,
1868, Rev. Henry C. Neal, a devoted youiig minister of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, while faithfully pursuing
his calling and elideavoring to do his Master’s service, was
cruelly set upon by an armed mob of ruffians i n Blouiit County,
stripped, tied to a tree, acid mercilessly beaten with hickory
withes until his blood flowed down upon the ground. The offense of Mr. Kea1 was that he did not heccl tlic “warnings”
given to him under the authority of the leagues that he would
not be permitted to preach the gospel in that county. T h e
shocking details of that outrage are yet fresh in the memories
of our readers. Of the men who participated in it we kiiow
of none that have been brought to punishnieiit except such as
an avenging God has visited upon them.
Mr. Neal’s successor in that field of labor is Rev. Jacob
Smith, a modest though zealous and faithful ambassador of
Christ. About the middle of last moiitli (March) tlie savage
spirit of intolerance and persecution broke loose against him;
. and lie was driven from his house of worship, where his congregation had gathered on the Sabbath day to licar him. An
account of this disgraceful affair was pu1)lished by us at the
time, but was not so well or so touchingly related by us as
it is in the following Christian letter written by himself soon
afterwards to a ministerial brotlicr in this city wliicli we have
requested permission to lay before the world in our coluiiiiis :

‘ ‘ S r m r w I L x , March IS, 18159.
ani at my poit ; :mi having quite
an interesting time. Can’t say that all is quiet at present.
Had a high clay at Log:tn’s Chapel last Sabbath. Tlic world,
the flesh, and the devil were there. Thc nioh met me a t the
door arid told me that I could not preach there. I replied that
my Bible taught me that I ought to obey God rather than man.
They then said that I could not preach in that house. Said
I, ‘All right, I will find a position somewhere else,’ and went
into the shed and commenced singing with my 13iblc irntl my
hymn book in my hand. The congregation were being seated

“Dear Rrotizcr Bntcs:
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rapidly, when i n c;im the mob, headed by one Godard; ivi:ii
a spear in his hand, n-ho told me that I could noi preach :i.erc.
I undertook t u reason the case xitii them. They toid :::e
they did not come there to debate; for me to get oiir of there at
once, o r I would be hurt. They said that they hat1 had JetYersoii
Davis’s gospel there eight or ten years ago. i hcard tiso men
quarreling back of the shed. I told them That I i:i:cnded t o
preach; and if I could not preach there, I woukl go out into
the road or woods. They told me to get oui of there, a:iri
do it quick. I saw there was likely to be a general ro\v, and
I thought it best to try another place. So I nc-nt out into
the grove, about a hundred yards from the church, iolloived
by a very respectable congregation, nhere I preached.
“There are other things connected wii!i the affair ~ h i c h
I would like t o relate, but my space will not admit. Sufice
it to say, I have another house offered me. I found plenty of
friends there, and we expect a quarterly meeting there this
year; but more at some other time. I met my appoinmient at
Trundle’s Crossroads, found the door loclced fast and tight and
the lviiidows all iiailed do\vn, a very cold day, and nearly all
the negroes in the country there, sent out on purpose ; but I
took advantage of the occasion and subdued them with the
sword of the Spirit and the pover of prayer. If I ever prayed
in my life, it w a s there in the cold March winds. That is a
hard point, but I espect to try it again.
“The prospect on my work generally is better than at a n y
former period. I expect through Jesus to triumph gloriously.
“In hope of eternal life, your brother in Christ,
JACOB

SMITH.”

T h e Christian spirit of charity and forgiveness which this
letter breathes and which is characteristic of its author is
enough, we would think, to touch a heart of stone and soften
the ferocity 0-f a veritable savage. But not so the ”patriotic”
and “Christian” loyal leaguers and regulators of morality in
Blount.
On last Sunday, the 25th inst., hIr. Smith had another appointment to preach to his ‘congregation at IIr. Peter Brakebill’s schoolhouse, on Little River, tn-o and a half miles from
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I.oga~i‘sChapel (the scene of tlie former mob) and about ten
miles froln Knoxville As Tte learn the facts from persoiis
living in the vicinity and some of whom were eye-witnesses
of part of the transaction, as Mr. Smith wx approaching his
place for preaching on horseback he was met by a mob, most
of illem armed, who assaulted him in a most brutal manner,
accompanying their denioiistration with riiffianly oaths and
threats agaiilst his life. . .
The party first attacked the
horse, which they knocked down once or twice with clubs.
They then assaulted I l r . Smith, beating him over the head and
body vvitli clubs and the butt ends of their pistols, offcriiig to
him iu the meantime the grossest indignities. Becoming fearful
or^ discovery, they then took him back about half a ,mile into
the woods ; and having compelled him to disiiioutit, they
stripped him t o his shirt aiid proceeded to beat him with clubs
and switches until he ’ivas weIl-l?igIi exhausted, Some pcrsons happening to pass by, hearing and seeing what was going
on, hastened to the schoolhouse, where the congrcgntioii was
gathered, and made report of tile outrage. A4squad of citizens started immediately to his relicf, but did not arrive i n
time to overtake the ruffians. They met hir. Smith in the
road near the place where he had been cruelly beaten. I-IC
was quite faint, and bore many marks of his savage treatment.
Notwithstanding his feeble condition, he insistcd on being conducted to his appointed place for preaching. H e and his
friends proceeded t o the schoolhouse ; aiid though suffering
greatly wijli his wounds and bruises, he preached his intended sermon on “The Immortality of the Soul,” without
referring in his discourse to the outrage from which he h a d
just escaped. H e became too faint to finish entirely his sermoil, but gave way, calling upon a Church brother to conclude the exercises with prayer. He had to be assisted from
tlie stand to a neighboring house. Where the robbers went
to after finishing their beating our inforinants do not state,
but they were evidently satisfied that Mr. Smith would 11ot be
able to fill his appointment. Finding, however, that h e had
preached t o his congregation, they’ were highly ineensetl, a ~ l d
with atlditioiial recruits (among them the former sheriff of the

.

county) uent to the house of .%lcsander Kennedy, Sr., who
had assisted X r . Smith i n his religious esercises, and with
oaths and threatenings of vengeance told him that they had
resolved that 31r. Smith inmt not atteiiipt to preach in that
county an> more : that the l o ~ a people
l
intended to have things
their o n n \\a$ non, and that there had been enough "rebel"
preiching there to suit the lo! a1 people.
We give these facts as reported to us by as reliable men
as live in Blount County. There may be slight inaccuracies
in the minor details; but the main facts, we are assured, are
hardly stated in the fullness of their damning truth.
W e are promised further particulars to-morrow. bIeaiiwhile we refer to the subject elsewhere.

I n the same issue in which the above appeared (that
of April 28) the following editorial appeared :
T h e blood of every man whose nature has at all yielded to
the refining and elekating influences of Christianity will boil
with indignation as he reads the details of the reported horror recorded else1ihere in our columns this morning. -% devout, humble, and inoffensive minister of the gospel of Christ
-a man .ithose Christian excellencies of character are well
becoming his holy profession, whose mission under the sanction of his Church and the authority of his God would have
been sufficient in other climes to disarm ei-en the savage of
his ferocity and awe him into reverence-has
been again
cruelly mobbed and bruised and beaten with many stripes on
the Sabbath day almost within hearing of the church bells of
Knoxville.
The swift recurrence of this outrage in our very midst,
coupled with the threats of the perpetrators that its repetition may be daily looked for, is well calculated t o shock and
to startle a people mho have been educated to revere a God
and to respect his ministry We have become somewhat indifferent to crime and to deeds of cruelty of late years; but
even the war, with all its demoralizing influences, had not preFared our community to receive without a shudder of horror
the intelligence of such acts of barbarism and savage crueltv
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as the civilization ( ? ) of Bloulit COu11ty seems capable o
perpetrating.
The mind of every reader will naturally inquire: Wha
1las inspired this devilish spirit of intolerance and wickcd per
secution of a branch of the Christian Church? It is not thc
result of a lifelong education with these men. Their fathers
before them taught them no such acts of cruelty and barbarism. Sectarian bigotry and csclnsiveness in former days
wrought thcir mischief in East Tennessee as elsewhere ; but
sectarianism here in its days of worst intolerance iicvci
prompted the use of the cudgel, the stone, or the lash. But
iii this case there was no rooin for sectarianisin. The doctrines held and preached by the victim of this cruel persecution
differ in no respect froin those which the instigators and perpetrators of the villainies profess.
Religious bigotry has shed rivers of blood in its day, but
it is not responsible for this outrage. Paganism persecutes
the Christian missionary with the sword and the torture, but
the scene of this persecution is in a Christian community . . . .

Colonel Fleming, in the Prcss mid ilfcsscizgcr., bears
the following testimony as t o the phy.;ical condition
of BCfother Smith after his terrible scourging :

'

Rev. Jacob Smith, who was so crudly iiiobbcd and be;rtcn
in Blo~iiitCounty, is at presciit in ihc city. W e had the pair1ful satisfaction on Tucsday of seeing his wounds. Elis 11c:id
is badly bruised all over hy blows froin cudgcls. I-lis right
arm is nearly entirely disabled, anrl'his hip is so badly bruised
that it is with difficulty hc c:m walk. Elis back and anns prcsent a horrible appearance. The skin W:IS not cut, the withes
being too large to mnke incisions ; but thc bruises up011 his
person are frightful and sickening to look upon. Froln the
top of his shoulders t o his waist the flesh prcseiits a livid appcarance and indicates a most severe beating. The wounds
arc still paiiiful, though the suffcrer bears hi1nself wit11 rcsignation.
Mr. Smith gave us full particulars of thc afiair, which we
will give more at length tomorrow. We will say, Itowever,
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that in the main the account published by us is correct. Ii1
m e particular, h a w v e r , our informants viere mistaken. T’ne
mobbers were all white men. I l r . Smith says thai there were
no Ilegroes concerned in it. H e saw several negroes-in rhe
vicinity, but they treated him with great kindness and courtesy.

The following brief notice of the outrage appeared
in the Knosville JYi’zig, edited at that time by the Rev.
Thomas H. Pearne, D.D., of the Holston Conference,
Uethodist Episcopal Church :
REPREHENSIBLE.
From -\. Kennedy, Esq., we learn that the Rev. l l r . Smith,
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Sourh, was waylaid on
Sunday in Blount County, some nine or ten miles south of
Knoxville, by a large crowd of persons and taken from his
horse and severely whipped. l y e regret all such acts as unlawful and injurious to the n-elfare of society. l y e have never
held nor expressed but one opinion on this subject. I t \vas
all wrong, done by v-homsoever it may be. I t is confession
of the weakness of a cause; for it is equivalent to an admission
that the cause in behalf of which it is invoked cannot stand
upon moral principles and fair arguments, and that it needs the
support of physical force. X g h t never makes a thing right
which is not right without it. \\-e hope this is the last instance of the kind we Bhall have t o chronicle in East Tennessee.

There is such a thing as damning with faint praise,
and there is such a thing as escusing with faint censure. This is a case of the latter, and of it the Pvess
and Messeiigev has the following criticism :
Reprehensible indeed ! S o t a single demand for punishment nor a word of sympathy for the victim! If it be confessed that your. case “cannot stand upon moral principles,”
why not abandon i t ? lT’hy continue by “physical force” t o
hold the property of a Church that does not belong to y o u ?

HOLSTON ?YIETHODISiU.

502

The editor does well in even iaintly denouncing this outrage,
but the perpetrators themselves will no doubt feel that their
prophet has deserted them.

In the Press and Messciiger of May 5 there appeared
the following editorial, headed “The Blount County
Outrages :”

No event has occurred for years in our midst that has so
deeply excited the community as the recent atrocities perpetrated by the loyal leaguers in Blount County. Not only
here in East Tennessee have they shocked the moral aiid social sense of every class of respectable citizens, but from all
quarters where the intelligence has yet reached come words
of hot aiid burning denunciation. W e have cndeavored to
lay before our readers a statement of the facts connected
with the cruel beating of Rev. Mr. Smith, aiid a thorough investigation has convinced us that if we have failed at all our
failure has been in not sufficiently portraying the cowardly
brutality of t’he wretches who were prominent in its perpetration and instigation. We have pointed out, especially in
our article of the 29th ult., the original source and prime moving cause of this inhuman persecution and villainy.
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Hoping at first to divert puhlic attention from himself, Dr.
Pearne very mildly and very reluctantly, under the pressure of
a solemn personal appeal made to hiqi by a worthy citizen of
Blount County, “reprehended” the beating of Mr. Smith. W e
knew he was insiiicere even in this, and we *so charged, especially after learning what he had said in referciicc t o the
affair before noticing it at all in his paper. FTe impudently
denied having had any such conversation as represented by
US, and with frozen effrontery characterized our statement as
false. Mr Kennedy, the geiit1em:in referred to, has voluntarily favored us with the following statement :
“KNOXVILLE, April 30, 1869.
‘‘Johz M. Flcnziizg, Bsq.: 1 have read carefully your article
in the Pvcss nrzd Mcsscizgcr of the 29th inst. in reference to the
recent whippiiig of Rev. Jacob Smith in Blount County. Ti1

far as that article represents a conversation beiwe:i -.r1. E.
Pearne, the editor of the i!/T/ifg,and myself on %he stibjec:,
the article is strictly correcr and gives the iacis as accaiate:?
as I could have done with my oxii hand. I told Peariie t i s
in a conversation I had with him on t h e street 011 T!mrsd:iy.
-4.KEXSEDY.
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In this issue of Friday he even goes so far as t o apologize
for having characterized the affair as "repreheiisibie" a: all
and to offer some mitigation for the offense of SIr. Kennedy
in giving him information concerning it. H e says: "From
the doubt which Mr. Greer's statement compels in regard t o
some of the material allegations we are almost ready io conclude that the whole affair may have been cooked up for a
grand sensation. We hope that the rebels did not xvliip STr.
Smith, if indeed he was whipped at all, which now seems to
admit of a question, mauger the statements of our contemporary to the contrary."

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Peariie himself went from IGiosville to IIaryville the day
before the meeting took place, and returned the same evening.
What pretense of business he had on that trip just at that
favorable time we do not know.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

But it had been known for four weeks or more that N r .
Smith w o d d preach on that particular Sunday at Brakebill's
schoolhouse. What was Pearne doing at hfaryville that Saturday, just the day before the whipping? Why did he tarry
so short a time? With whom was he in counsel, and what
pious suggestions did he make for the morrow's work? Why
did he not stay all night and preach for his brethren the next
d a y ? As a matter of course, Pearne's fellow travelers on the
train attached no unusual importance to his flying visit. As
a matter of course, h e can now solemnly affirm that he had
no intimations of mischief, and tile mobbers themselves will
be as ready to certify for him as they are to w e a r that Smith
was not beaten at all.
W e have before imperfectly described the wounds of Mr.
Smith. On Friday his friends requested Drs. Boyd and Put-
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in conipaiiy with several other gentlemen, to make an
inspection of his back. Tiicy did so, and here is their statelimit :
“KNOSVILLE,
April 30, 1569.
“We were to-day callcd from the street with the request to
examine the condition of Rev. Jacob Smith. With slight assistance he was enabled to remove his clothing aud exhibit his
back. W e found that about one-third of the surface of the
back was discolorcd and all thc surface of the back of the right
arm from the shoulder to the elbow. The discoloration was
in stripes, as though made by the strokes of rods or withes
of the breadth of halE aii inch or more. I l e stated that the
bruises had existcd since last Sunday, five days. They must
have preseiited sooii after they wcre made a ninch inore angry
J o i r ~ VI. BOYD,
appearance than now.
A. C. PUTNAM.”
Messrs. John Jones, G. X. Brnniicr, A. J. A1ber.s. John E.
Heliiis, W. A. Ilciidcrson, and othcrs wcre p r c w i t and witnessed the shocking spectacle. The h1;iryville Rrpiiblictrri
does not pretend to imitate the tnenilacity of Pcariic, but ndmits the commission of the outrage, inuocciitly rcmarliing :
“ W e dcprecate this affair IIS iu jz~rioiiri n oiii’ prrrfy infercsfs.”
iiai11,
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When a venerable citizen of Blount County wcnt to him t o
invoke the aid of his paper i n p m o t i n r : tlw pcncc atid scctiring protectioii to himsclf and othcrs in his county by dciiounciiig the whipping o f 34r. Smith, Tcariie rcplictl that he
had done that oiicc brfors and “hnd gaiiicd n good deal of ill
will by it.” Upon a repetition of the request, innre cariiestlp
alii1 beseechingly iiixdc, Iic snit1 lie would “thiiili nhout it,” nr
words t o that cffcct : and such is the alacrity with which hc>
denounccs the whippirig of Saiithrrii preachers.

The Pwss mid Mc.ssc71gcr of May 36, uritler the
hcatllincs, “011the TVarpatli-The T,oyal Kaklux of
13101iii t Cou t i .ty--”50
A mi c d Tagalist s I-Tunting a M inister of thc Gospcl,” said :
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I t \vi11 be remembered by our readers, and indeed the people of the entire country remenilier the affair with a feeling of
horror and detestation, that about one month ago Rev. Jacob
Smith, while on his way to iill an appointment in Blount
County, was seized by armed ruffians composing the leaders
of the league and the radical party of that county, taken to
the woods, stripped to his shirt, tied to a tree, and whipped
unmercifully lvith withes until his back and shoulders were a
mass of blood and quivering flesh. S o reason esisted for this
barbarous action N r . Smith mas unkno~vn in that locality
until after the close of the war. During the civil strife he
preached to both armies “Christ and him crucified.” H e believed not in carnal weapons even while in the midst of bloody
strife. H e never carried a pistol or any other xeapoii. His
preaching was preeminently the gospel of peace. H e bears
the imprint of the Almighty on his calm, serious, guiltless face
a5 “a man unspotted from the world.”
The vindictive and Satanic teachings of Tennessee radicalism bore their bitter fruit in the martyrdom of this man of
God.
As the time approached when Mr. Smith had another appointment to fill in that county he received evidence and information, the most trustworthy and reliable, that the loyalists
of the county were laying their plans t o prevent his preaching,
and many of them were loudly asserting “that this time we
will make an end of it.”
Kot only this, but he has learned that his friends in the
county, the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, were being ill treated and threatened, and that an attempt by him to preach there would result not only to his
hurt but also to their injury.
Influenced by the desire not to involve any of the friends
of his Church in trouble, and after consultation with his colaborers in the ministry in this city. Mr. Smith resolved not
t o attempt to preach the gospel of Christ to these Pharisaical
loyalists. How prudent was this resolve may be learned from
the action of these loyal men, these Simon-pure nfembers of
“the party of great moral ideas,” on the holy Sabbath.
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Last Sunday morning, the day of Xlr. Smith‘s appointment
at Logan’s Cliapel. in Blount County, fully two huiidred and
fifty of these loyalists, all nell armed and under the leadership
of the men who hqd previously wliipi~ctlN r . Smith, assembled
in the vicinity of the cliapcl and hoistcrously disclosed their
intention of preventing the religious cxerciscs from taking
place. The mciiibcrs of 11r. Smith’s Church, a n a r e of the impendinq trouble, did not go to the ch:,ncl : :ind thc ruffians,
after waiting some t;ine, tletcriniucd not to d l o w thcir iiitentioils to be bnfRed by the cscnpe of their prey. hccordingly
they sent squads out in search of the prcncher, which visited
every suspected house for inilcs around.
hfr. Smith, lion ever, ]vas cjuietly attending wordiip in
Iinoxvillc ; and toward norm his persecutors dispcrsctl, elated
with the knowledge that thcy had prcventcd tllc prcachiiig of
the word of God.
These same men are now plotting to prevent by :iriiicd force
the fulfillmetit of l l r . Smi,th’s appointmciit iicst Sabbath at
Louisville, in the same couiity. Of cotirse tliey will be successful, as there are n o officcrs in the county who tlarc do right
and arrest these violators of law. Rather do tliey m i s themselves with the wicked pcrpctraiorr o f cowardly attacks on
an unarmed nian.

I mq-have given too much spacc to this casc oE
persecution and to the dcnuuciatoi-y articles of the
Prcss mid ~llcsscngci.. Tjut I believc that thcy embottietl the sentiment ol thc llcttcr clenicnt of East
Tennessee socicty of all parties at that timc. Thc cases
of Kea1 and Smith dit1 inucli to atone for the ecclesiastical outrages of the TTolston Conicrence, South,
conimittetl during the war : iiiiich to opm the eyes ol

the gciieral pu1)lic to the animus ant1 tlcsigns o l tile
second ariiiy or iiiva\ion, the ecclesiaitical invasion,
and to kirii liack thc title of popu1:~- fccliiig toward
the Metlioclist Episcoi)al Chtircli, South.
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It is some apology for Dr. Pearne that the hatreds
of the Civil Jl-ar had not yet subsided; that he and
the worst element of his associates were living under
the delusion that when the Sorthern States conquered
the Southern States the Xethodist Episcopal Church
conquered the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and
that the adage “to the victors belong the spoils” was
still in force,
The Statement of Erother Smith given above was
his statement on the witness stand in court, The lawyers of Knoxville became wonderfully interested in
the case, and a number of them voluntarily offered
him their services. They wished to see whether the law
afforded any protection to the people. Judge Eaxter,
Judge Erown, Col. John &I. Fleming, N r . Cornick,
and others took up the cudgel for Smith, while Caldwell and Honk c t al. defended the whippers. One of
the attorneys of the defense proposed to blr. Smith to
pay him a thousand dollars on a compromise, but he
preferred to let the law take its course. The case was
tried in the Federal court. How did that happen? To
protect Xorthern adventurers in the South, Congress
had enacted a law allowing men residing in one State
but holding their citizenship in another to carry their
cases into the Federal courts. This law might have
been entitled “An act to protect carpet-baggers.”
Brother Smith, being a citizen of the State of Virginia,
took advantage of this law.
From Brother Smith’s diary I quote the following
sentences :
Feb. 8,187r.-The big suit came up before a partisan judge
and a corrupt jury. Gave testimony for the first time in my
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life. Heard men swear what I knew to bc false. God pity
them !
Feb. 9, rS7r.-Iii
Kiiosvillc still. Ahout twelve o’clock
the j u r y reported, rendering a verdict against four of the
most irresponsible of the party for $I,SOO.

Brother Smith‘s recollcction is that jutlgiiietit was
given against four men who were fiiiancially irresponsible-namely, James Alexancler, Jaiiics Drown, Tom
Clemens, aiicl Mitchel Davis-as also against threc of
the young Godards. .
Others were indicted in Clount County, but the
cases were put off froiii time to tinic on a pretense of
the absence of witnesses, and filially dismissed. The
men in power macle co~iiiiioiicause with tlie criiuiiials
because they were as corrupt as thc criminals themselves.
In Smith’s testiiiioiiy William and Elias Gotlard. are
named. The former was tlie father of the latter. Alex
Kennedy’s sons liatl nothing to clo with tlic whipping.
Tlie Kcnncdys were Smitli’s friaitls. 1,ogaii’s Chapel
was a camp grouiicl, and the slml was adjacent to the
church. Thc question by one of tlic miscreants, “Do
you think that old piiic stuiiip will die?” evidently referred to thc rtiiiior that thc trcc to which Kea1 was
tied died soon after his whipping.
Crother Smith was kiiiclly treated on the Sevier and
I<iiox Counties part of his work and at most places
in lllotiiit County. The Churcli i n Sevicrvillc was in
1869 Iilesscd with a gracious rcvival. With thc esception of Logan’s Chapel anrl I~rakebill’s Sclioolhodsc, lic coiitinucd 011 tlie circuit to the cntl of his
partoral tcrm of two ycars. During the latter part of
his pastoratc lie visitetl scvcral families in the iieigh3

,
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borhood of where he \yas so bruially treated, an(I mct
with no molestation. -4 withering public sentiment of
conclemnation and the terrible philippics of Col. j o h n
Fleming had awed the cowardly villains into 2ilence
and inactivity, if not into penitence.
Eishop David Seth Doggett vias born in Lancaster
County, T-a., January 21, 1810;and died at hi-3 1ioine,
in Richmond, Va., October 27, 1880.
H e was educated for the law.: but after his conversion he began to study for the ministry. He was admitted into the T'irginia Conference in 1S29 and appointed t o the Roanoke Circuit, in S o r t h Carolina, as
junior preacher, where he enjoyed unbounded popularity. T h e nest year he was appointed in charge of
Jlattaniuskeet Circuit, in the lowlands of Sorth Carolina, the most undesirable appointment in the Conference. H e proceeded to his charge without protest or
delay, and accomplished niuch good among the plain
people of that swampy and mosquito-infested section.
There is an adage which says that estremes meet; and
in February, 1831, he was appointed to Petersburg Station, in Virginia, where he acquired a marvelous reputation. From that time to 1866 he preached in the
principal charges of the Conference. In 1834 he was
married to Miss Nartha Ann Gwatlimey, of Lynchburg, with whom he lived to the day of his death.
I n 1850 he was appointed editor of the Southern
Methodist. Quarterly Retlienl, and he continued in that
position till 1858. His ripe scholarship and excellent
literary taste eminently fitted him for this position. In
1865, in connection with Dr. John E. Ed\\Tards, h e began the publication of the Episcopal .llcfhodist at

j10
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Ricliniond. -At that‘time this was the only paper published in the interest of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, and it did brave work for the scatnd persecuted flock. This position was resigned on his election to the episcopacy. At the General Conference o i 1866 he was elected to the episcopacy, and he made a capital bishop in every respect.
.Is a presiding officer he was firm but patient and
courteous. In his inquiries of the preachers lie stressed
the spiritual element more than any of the bishops.
His mariners in society were those of a well-bred gentleman. -\iter his accession to the episcopal office he
preached, if possible, with more power than ever ; and
his force and eloquence as a pulpit orator remained
unabated to the last of his public career.
I was often in his company, and became very much
attached to him. He spent several days at my house,
and I foun’tl liim much addicted to prayer. Much of
the thunder of his pulpit power was forged in the
closet. H e was always serious, cheerful, and affable.
If-hile courtly in his manners, he had nothing of the
haughty and supercilious. While passionately fond
of wit and humor, he could not create the one nor perpetrate the other. He did say a witty thing once at
my house, but it was provoked. At the table one day
he said: “I would thank you for a little more of that
sauce. It is very good.” I handed him the dish, remarking: “ N y wife sometimes makes a s,auce of a
different kind that I do not like as well as this.” “All!”
said he. “What kind of sauce is that?” I replied tliat
it is calIed “domestic sauce.” “Ah !” said he. “What
are its ingredients?” I replied : ‘Tts principal ingre-
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dient is slackjaw." "Ah!" said he. "That is not very
palatable, but often quite wholesome."
The Bishop n a s ail orator of the first water. In
rhetoric and elocution lie was up to the best models of
ancient and modern times. He was the Cicero of
Southern Lfethoclism, and his elegant periods were
fraught with the life and power of the Holy Spirit. At
a District Conference at ST'aynesville, S.C., the crowd
on Sunday was so great that the Bishop preached outdoors. Xany of the congregation could not get nearer the stand than some twenty-five or fifty yards. His
subject x a s Ezekiel's vision of dry bones. He was
preaching mitli great animation when a note was handed him from some gentleman in a wagon some thirty
or forty yards distant, who seemed to fear that in the
effort to be heard the speaker might overstrain his
voice and break down. The note read: "Don't speak
too loiid ; you can easily be heard by the whole crowd."
That was a high day for that country.
In the seventies Eisliop Doggett held a District Conference at Dandridge and preached on Sunday morning on "Prepare to meet thy Gocl." H e preached with
so much power and directness and warned the sinner
so earnestly that the audience wa5 greatly moved and
sinners greagy alarmed. The sermon at night was
preached by a Holston preacher ; and when penitents
were called, numbers rushed to the altar. The ineeting was continued two weeks by the pastor, and resulted in a fine revival and many conversions. About
that time the Bishop delivered the annual literary address at Emory and Henry College, and such was the

grasp of thought. and classic finish of tlie address that
the people were delighted and astonished.
One cause of the Cishop’s elegant rhetoric was the
fact that he had been accustomed to write ant1 iiiciiiorize his sermons. Cy this habit he hat1 clcvclopetl a
ready and retentive memory, but Iic did not f o l l o n ~tlic
text of his written discourses slavishly. 1Te coiii1)inctl
tlie correctness of written style with the animntioti of
extempore delivery.
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